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Whenever you see 
The Shelf icon 

beside an article in 
Channels, Regional 

Media Center Manager 
Ellen Johanson has 

carefully chosen a video 
that compliments the 
story you are reading 

in an effort to help 
further your interest 

in a particular topic or 
theme.

orn in Tacoma, 
Wash., Jack Tuell 
was a graduate of 
the University of 
Washington (B.S., 

L.L.B.). After practicing law for 
two years, he was called to the 
ministry, was admitted on trial 
into the Pacific Northwest Con-
ference, and became Pastor of 
Grace Church in Everett, Wash. 
He then went to Boston Univer-
sity School of Theology where 
he was awarded the Jacob 
Sleeper Fellowship and was 
graduated with an S.T.B. sum-
ma cum laude; during this time 
he served the church at South 
Tewksbury, Mass. 

Ordained deacon by Bishop 
John Wesley Lord and elder 
by Bishop A. Raymond Grant, 
Jack became a full member of 
the Pacific Northwest Confer-
ence and was appointed to 
Lakewood Church which he 
served for six years. During that 
time he earned an M.A. from 
the University of Puget Sound. 
Jack Tuell was District Super-
intendent of the Puget Sound 
District for a term and then Pas-
tor at First Church in Vancouver, 
Washington. As well as being 
active in conference programs, 
Jack was a delegate to the 
General Conferences of 1964-
72, a member of the Commis-
sion to Study the Ministry 1972-
76, and an alternate member of 
the Judicial Council 1964-1968. 
He received honorary degrees 
from the Pacific School of Re-
ligion, 1966; Alaska Pacific Uni-
versity, 1981 and University of 
Puget Sound, 1989. 

Elected to the episcopacy 
by the Western Jurisdictional 
Conference in 1972, Bishop 
Tuell was first assigned to the 
Portland Area for eight years 
and from 1980-1992 adminis-
tered the Los Angeles Area. He 
was President of the General 
Commission on Christian Unity 
and Interreligious Concerns 
and a member of the team for 
the United Methodist/Lutheran 
dialogue. He also served as 
President of the General Board 
of Pensions and was a member 
of the General Board of Global 
Ministries, General Board of 
Discipleship and the General 

Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry. He was the author 
of “The Organization of The 
United Methodist Church” and 
“From Law to Grace, an autobi-
ography”. Bishop Tuell retired in 
1992.

In 1988 he delivered the 
Episcopal Address at the 
General Conference. He was 
President of the Council of 
Bishops 1989-90. In the spring 
of 1994, he served as adjunct 
faculty at the School of Theol-
ogy at Claremont. In the spring 
of 1995, he served as interim 
Senior Pastor of Boise First 
UMC, and taught UM Polity at 
Seattle University. 

On June 17, 1946, Mar-
jorie Beadles and Jack Tuell 

were married. They have three 
children: Jacqueline T. Jo-
day, Cynthia D. Edwards, and 
James Knowles-Tuell and five 
grandchildren. 

A scholarship is named for 
Jack and Marji Tuell at Alaska 
Pacific University, the institution 
that granted them both honorary 
doctorates in 1981. Also, a fund 
has been created at the School 
of Theology at Claremont in 
honor of Marji and Jack, to be 
used for future scholarships.  
Here in the PNW, a virtual 
learning center, The Jack and 
Marjorie Tuell Center of Lead-
ership Excellence, has been 
established for clergy and laity 
training. 
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If you would like to give to The Jack & Marjorie Tuell Center for Leadership Excellence,
send your gifts to The Treasurer’s Office c/o PNWUMC, P.O. Box 13650, Des Moines, WA 98198.
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Joan Hackett serves as the Conference Secretary of Global Missions for the PNWUMC.

n November 2013, the 
support for three dis-
tricts and their superin-
tendents consolidated 
with a smooth transition 
to a new model of work-
ing.  In mid-December, 

the Vancouver District joined 
the Puget Sound, Seattle, and 
Seven Rivers Districts within 
the shared support system.  
The Tacoma and Inland Dis-
tricts will join in March and July, 
respectively.  So how did we get 
to this new model of working?

As the recovery from reces-
sion took hold in 2010-11, sever-
al United Methodist Conferenc-
es around the country studied 
and then moved to consolidate 
multiple district offices into a 
central working area.  Internally 
in 2012, the PNW Treasurer’s 
office began to seriously look at 
this structure as a way to hold 
costs in check and continue to 

Jan Hiatt
Puget Sound • Pugetsound@pnwumc.org
Inland (starting 7/1) • Inland@pnwumc.org

Jonathan assink
Seattle • seadist@pnwumc.org

Vancouver • vancouver@pnwumc.org

skylar Bihl
Seven Rivers • sevenrivers@pnwumc.org

Tacoma (starting March/April) • 
tacomadist@pnwumc.org

shrink the Conference budget 
as a way to relieve pressure off 
of the local churches’ shared 
ministry (apportionment) costs.  
At the end of that year, the Ap-
pointive Cabinet considered a 
proposal to not have a physical 
office outside of their home.  

The move to this new model 
came with the recognition that 
most local church contact with 
their district office comes from:

1. E-mail
2. Phone calls
3. USPS
4. Face-to-face visits.

With a reduction in infra-
structure (offices, copiers, 
phone lines, etc.) which we had 
multiples of, it is projected to 
save $120,000 in the first year 
(2% of the Conference budget) 
with additional savings in the 
second year.  Already, we had 

a pilot situation to learn from 
with the Puget Sound District 
working from home offices and 
we had the workspace of the 
Seattle District office in which to 
house your team of admins.

A talented, personable team 
of three has been brought to-
gether to:

• Enable streamlined and 
consistent communication 
among all ministry settings

• Provide information and 
answer questions in a 
timely fashion

• Provide administrative 
support to the 
superintendents.

The District Service Center 
provides for the administrative 
needs of the superintendents 
and resources local churches.  
The DS’s have had to adjust 
to working from virtual offices 

even more than they had in the 
past and develop new patterns 
of workflow with documents, 
calendaring, etc.  The Service 
Center brings a collaborative 
approach to providing service 
to the churches of each district.  
Each administrative assistant 
serves as a primary contact for 
two districts, but is able to an-
swer general questions for all 
districts.

Any of them can be reached 
via phone at 1-888-818-4288 
and by fax at 206-870-6811

A District Service Center 
team member will be at each 
District Training event this 
Spring and will be assisting with 
registration at Annual Confer-
ence.  Please introduce your-
self to them so they can get to 
know the churches and people 
doing ministry. 

Brant Henshaw serves as the Conference Treasurer for the PNWUMC.

By BRant henshaw Photo by Jesse n. love

By Joan hackett

ake a New Year’s Resolu-
tion to become a 5 Column 
Church in 2014! One Great 
Hour of Sharing is on 
March 30, 2014, but gifts 

are accepted any time of the year.

Purpose 
• Lent is the season of repentance, self-

examination, and awareness of the 
hurts of the people of the world. One 
Great Hour of Sharing calls the Church 
to share the goodness of life with those 
who hurt. (Par. 263.2, The Book of 
Discipline 2008) 

• Gifts provide refuge and relief to some 
of the world‘s most vulnerable people 
during times of distress. 

History 
In 1946, One Great Hour of Sharing 

began as a special effort of the Episcopal 
Church. In 1949, the observance became 
ecumenical. Originally, during one special 
worship hour on one date, people of faith 
contributed over and above their regular of-
ferings. Today different denominations cele-
brate One Great Hour of Sharing on various 
dates, but the cooperative spirit remains. 

Your generous contributions...
To One Great Hour of Sharing lay the foun-

dation of all of UMCOR‘s work by covering 
the costs of doing business. This means all 
gifts designated to specific programs can go 
100% to those programs because UMCOR‘s 
basic expenses are covered. Any gifts that 
are over and above UMCOR’s administrative 
costs go to where they are most needed. Of-
ten they support under-funded programs.

receipts 
How much was given to One Great Hour 

of Sharing, nationwide in the last 4 years?
• 2011: $2,947,642 
• 2010: $2,695,885
• 2009: $3,111,349 
• 2008: $3,212,946 - an average of only 

40.7 cents per U.S. member 

And, within The Pacific Northwest Confer-
ence*?
• 2010: $66,179
• 2012: $89,081
• 2013: $65,358

*By 127 churches, rounded to the nearest dollar.

Encourage your church to send an offering 
to the Conference Treasurer designated for 
One Great Hour of Sharing! 

PLEASE
give generously

special 
SUNDAY

your GIFT

680214

LEARN MORE AND GIVE ONLINE:

WWW.UMCGIVING.ORG/giveOGHS

ENABLES UMCOR TO RESPOND TO DISASTERS AND 
REMAIN ON THE SCENE LONG AFTER OTHERS HAVE LEFT AND TO 

SUPPORT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS THAT ENRICH 
THE LIVES OF GOD’S CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD.

—T HE  RE V.  T I SH  MAL LOY
First United Methodist Church, Moore, Okla.

“It’s more important than ever that 
churches like ours rise up. We’ve got to be community 

for people who (now) don’t have one. We must 
light the darkness for others.”   

UNITED METHODIST 

ONE GREAT
HOUR OF SHARING

PHOTO CREDIT:
Mike DuBose, UMNS

5 coluMns of Mission
collecting for

one great Hour of sharing
(March 30, 2014)

give to umcor

contributing to
the advance

(listed in “2013-2016
Giving Opportunities”
through The Advance)

attend or send
someone to mission u

(formerly known as 
Cooperative School of 

Christian Mission)

have a covenant 
relationship with a 

Missionary (see “2014 
Funding Ministry and Mission 

Outreach” booklet from 
Conference office)
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’m Rev. David Valera and I serve as 
Executive Director of Connectional 
Ministries for the Pacific Northwest 
Conference.

Last November, I was with a 
small immersion team that went to 

the Philippines to find out how we could 
partner with boards, agencies, and commu-
nities.  We represented three groups: Unit-
ed Methodist Communications (UMCom), 
PNWUMC Connecting in Missions ministry 
group, and the non-profit company Invenio 
that supports United Methodist Communi-
cations.  Our goal was to find ways we can 
be in ministry with folks in the Philippines.

During the last three days of our visit, 
Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda) touched down 
on the islands.  At the time, we were vis-
iting the office and depot of The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
in the Philippines.  We watched the news 
unravel showing how bad this typhoon 
was.  For our team, this triggered a high 
urgency to come back to the US to tell this 
story and we needed to be in ministry in 
response to this devastation.

UMCOR brought relief to places that 
were devastated.  UMCom provided re-
sources like battery chargers, wireless 
communications, and satellite phones.  
As UMCOR was on the frontline, we be-
gan talking about how we in the PNW 
could support the relief efforts.  For us, 
we began asking about our values and 
the things we do best - we could use our 
gifts and talents and make them relevant 
in the Philippines.

That is what prompted the second trip 
with a new goal.

As dean of Christmas Institute here in 
the Pacific Northwest, I asked ‘What about 
CI?’ in those places that were devastated in 
the Davao Area.  How were they going to 
gather at their annual event when the whole 
community has been destroyed and many 
lives had been lost in this catastrophe?

When I spoke with Bishop Grant Hagiya 
and Bishop Cerrie Francisco they were both 
excited.  We figured out how both Episcopal 
areas, The Greater Northwest Area and The 
Davao Area, could work together to support 
this community.  They gave the greenlight 
to begin work on supporting Christmas In-
stitute in the Philippines.  

We had two weeks to raise money - 
enough money for the cost of a camper to 
go to CI.  Many were coming from different 
islands in the Visayas - they were not just 
driving or coming by bus.  They were going 
to transport from island to island to island.  
A lot of kids weren’t going to go to CI be-
cause of this typhoon - this was a call we 
were given to respond to.  

By the Rev. david v. valeRa

By BaRBaRa
dadd shaffeR

We figured that the average cost per 
camper is $75 dollars US.  So we had a 
goal of roughly $22,500 so we could ac-
commodate 300 campers.  The initial sup-
porters of Rise Up! CI were those who knew 
Christmas Institute: local people in the 
Philippines, those in the US, and those in 
the PNW.  Even in the Conference Office, 
Jesse Love (a former Camp Director for CI 
in Northern California) created a wonderful 
graphic poster that served as an inspiration 
for many of the things we did thereafter.  We 
ended up raising $13,000+ for Rise Up! CI.  

There was so much destruction, they 
were still on curfew, there was still no elec-
tricity, and there were so many things not 
in place.  We saw a bank that was barely 
open with lines about a quarter-mile long 
with a limit on how much money you could 
get.  Schools were gone, homes were de-
stroyed, and the driver we were working 
with said “It smells better now.” The bodies 
of typhoon victims had been removed.

It was hard not to cry.  When I went to 
CI and listened to stories of young people, 
some of them shared their most horrific ex-
periences - sharing how they survived, how 
they would meet their relatives on the street 
and they would say “Your uncle is gone, 
your auntie is gone, they are all gone.  I 
am the only one left.” I can’t imagine going 
through that.  

Many people attribute this super ty-

phoon Haiyan to global warming - global 
change in the way we are stewards of the 
community and we don’t seem to have 
been able to do our part in being good 
stewards of God’s creation.  And guess 
what? The frontline people to this kind of 
destruction are Filipinos.

Filipinos are a very resilient community.  
We are very resilient people, we are adaptive, 
and we are all around the world.  Our resil-
ience is necessary for the Filipino to survive.  
Rise Up! CI was a celebration of that resil-
iency, that ability for Filipinos to stand up and 
to come together as a community.  In spite of  
the thousands of deaths, I could see hope.

During one of the days of CI, the camp-
ers actually went out to Tacloban and pro-
vided ministry to the children – children 
who lost their homes and everything.  They 
had fun, food, and they shared gifts with 
them.  It was nice to hear children laugh, it 
was nice to hear children excited to come 
together and enjoy life again knowing that 
right around them - not even ten feet from 
them - is the rubble of their homes, the 
rubble of the church where they used to 
meet, or the community where that they 
have grown up in.

The real future lies in how the world will 
come together in order to help a commu-
nity, like the Visayas community of the Phil-

Continue to next page

he United Methodist General 
Board of Church & Society 
(GBCS) is among more than 60 
organizations that signed a letter 
to the U.S. Senate urging mem-

bers not to support the “Nuclear Weapon 
Free Iran Act of 2013” (S. 1881). The letter 
warns that new sanctions could “critically 
endanger” possibility of a diplomatic resolu-
tion to the nuclear standoff with Iran.

new sanctions
The letter, coordinated by the Friends 

Committee on National Legislation and Win 
Without War, states that new sanctions in-
crease the likelihood of a nuclear-armed 
Iran and an unnecessary and costly war.

“The Joint Plan of Action signed between 
the P5+1 and Iran in November boosts 
American and regional security by freezing 
and rolling back Iran’s nuclear program for 
the first time in nearly a decade,” the letter 
points out. “The agreement also institutes 
unprecedented transparency for interna-
tional inspectors, including daily inspection 
of Iran’s enrichment facilities.”

kill the deal
New sanctions would kill the deal, ac-

cording to the letter. The United States 
has agreed to “refrain from imposing new 
nuclear-related sanctions” on Iran, the let-
ter points out.

Furthermore, the letter states that the 
White House has cautioned that new con-
gressional sanctions would be perceived as 
“a sign of bad faith by allies” critical to the 
sanctions, including other permanent mem-
bers of the U.N. Security Council.

The letter declares that S.1881 sets 
insurmountable demands for a compre-
hensive nuclear deal by insisting that Iran 
dismantle its entire “nuclear infrastructure, 

60+ organizations warn U.S. Senators
legislation endangers diplomatic resolution

Wayne Rhodes serves as Communications Director for
The United Methodist General Board of Church and Society

including enrichment and reprocessing ca-
pabilities and facilities.”

Endorsers of the letter believe such 
demands constitute a poison pill for nego-
tiations and are not necessary to prevent a 
nuclear-armed Iran.

path to waR
“By foreclosing diplomatic prospects, 

new sanctions would set us on a path to 
war,” the letter states.

Besides GBCS, Friends Committee and 
Win Without War, other endorsers of the let-
ter are the following: Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, Evangelicals for So-
cial Action, Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
Global Exchange, Islamic Society of North 
America, Jewish Voice for Peace, Maryk-
noll Office for Global Concerns, Mennonite 
Central Committee U.S., Pax Christi Inter-
national, Physicians for Social Responsibil-
ity, Presbyterian Church (USA), Sojourners, 
United Church of Christ (Justice and Wit-
ness Ministries) and Veterans for Peace.

The letter with its list of endorsers can be 
read at Oppose Nuclear Weapon-Free Iran 
Act of 2013.

Mark Harrison, director of GBCS’s 
Peace with Justice program, urges you to 
contact your U.S. Senators today. Tell them:

I urge you to vote “no” on S. 1881, the 
legislation calling for new sanctions on Iran. 
Passage of this bill will kill the negotiations 
with Iran and undermine respect for our 
government in the world. A vote for sanc-
tions could put us on the path toward war.

To contact your senators call toll-
free1-855-686-6927. Ask for the office of 
your senators.

Harrison expressed appreciation to the 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
for making the toll-free number available. 

Barbara Dadd Shaffer serves as
the co-chair of the Bishop’s Task Force,

Hope for the Children of Africa.

By wayne Rhodes
Photo by the u.s. depaRtMent of state

ope for the Children of Africa 
announces the new sponsor 
coordinator, Rose Mangini.  
She succeeds Joy Rhoades 

who has retired for health reasons after 
five years of service.

Rose is a member 
of the Grangeville 
United Methodist 
Church in the Inland 
District where she 
also serves at the 
volunteer church secretary, finance sec-
retary, and president of her local unit 
of United Methodist Women (UMW).  
She is also the officer for the reading 
program of the Inland District level of 
UMW.  Rose serves as the volunteer 
secretary for hospice and as the hos-
pital thrift shop ‘Toy Lady’ where she 
sorts, cleans, and prices the donated 
toys. She moved to Grangeville 17 
years ago to be closer to her children 
after living in Sandpoint for 13 years, 
and came there from California.  She 
was born and raised in central Illinois.

When accepting her new position, 
Rose writes about her calling to this 
ministry: “Barbara and I were visiting 
as we were enjoying the UMW Annual 
meeting in Lakewood, WA, last October, 
when she asked me if I would consider 
taking on this new position.  If I remem-
ber right, I told her I would seriously 
consider it.  After asking many of my 
friends to join me in prayer on this, I feel 
like this position will enrich my life and 
give me a new way to serve our Lord.”

The new e-mail for sponsors is ja-
maaletufaithful13@gmail.com.  Rose’s 
phone number is 208-983-0489 or you 
may contact her at 418 E. North 4th 
Street, Grangeville, ID 83530-2230.

The task force would like to publicly 
thank Joy Rhoades for her service.  She 
is known throughout the conference for 
this ministry.  We wish her well in her ‘re-
tirement’ in both Arizona and Anacortes. 

Ideas & Inspiration Ideas & Inspiration



8 Channels 70 February 2014 9

e’ve been 
here for a 

week.  It’s 
good here, 

it’s safe.  My 
kids are happy, I’m happier,” 
shares Mashala H.  She is a 
mother of three, whose chil-
dren’s ages range from 2 to 9 
years old.  Before settling in 
her bedroom, which is formally 
a church classroom at First 
United Methodist Church, she 
had been living in her car with 
her children.  Mashala had met 
with The Rev. Dr. Linda Smith, 
director of the REACH’s Cen-
ter of Hope, and was offered 
a place to stay at the Church 
within the same day*.  

The Church setup its fa-
cilities as a Night Shelter for 
homeless women with chil-
dren in November 2013.  The 
Church provides an overnight 
shelter for Mashala’s family 
as well as another family with 

five children.  This is a part of 
a REACH’s Center of Hope 
program.

Center of Hope is a duel-lo-
cated program with a Day Cen-
ter currently based at Renton 
City Hall and a Night Shelter 
hosted by rotating church loca-
tions in the Renton Area.  The 
Day Center provides youth/
tutoring services, two meals 
a day, and housing/employ-
ment resources, just to name 
a few.  The Night Shelter at 
RFUMC provides a place to 
stay, equipped with a com-
mon room for meals, televi-
sion, volunteer support, and 
more importantly, safety and 
peace of mind.  Each week, the 
Church has to fill 42 volunteer 
openings in order to manage 
the Shelter at night and in the 
mornings.  It is a short-term 
placement as guests wait for 
permanent housing; there are 
several people on a waiting list.  

The Center of Hope opened 
its doors in 2013.  Accord-
ing to the Rev. Smith, guests 
have stayed at the night 
shelters for at least two days 
and at most three months.  
“REACH serves by working 
together, collaboratively with 
other churches to meet human 
needs” she shares.  “Meeting 
people where they are, work-
ing with the marginalized in 
the community, empowering 
people to be self-sufficient, 
and to show the love of Christ 
through the people we serve in 
various ways,” are some of her 
core values that help support 
REACH and its programs.

Dave Gillespie serves as 
one of Renton First’s REACH 
representatives and has been 
on the planning committee for 
the Center of Hope.  For him, 
the experience of hosting these 
families at his Church has been 
‘enlightening’ and ‘moving’: 

“These folks are pretty much 
average folks who are down on 
their luck – having lost a couple 
of jobs and having nothing.  So 
often they don’t know where to 
get help - we have a place for 
them to find it.”

“When you are dealing with 
sheltering homeless families, 
each family brings different 
issues and complications,” 
shares Gillespie.  “Helping them 
to get on the road to a better life 
is a challenge.  In the Method-
ist church we are focusing on 
making disciples.  How do you 
make disciples while in this 
mission field?  People know of 
Jesus, but when you feed and 
embrace them with the love of 
Jesus, people will take Jesus in 
their heart. We feel through out-
reach, we are touching people.”

Renton First has been very 
active in establishing relation-

Continue to next page

By Jesse n. love | Photos by dave gillespie

In association with the Renton Ecumenical Association of Churches (REACH),
Renton First UMC began its round of hosting homeless families, this winter.  

Haiti: religion’s response to Disaster D1002
This 30-minute documentary shows how faith-based organizations includ-

ing Church World Service, Catholic Relief Services, UMCOR and others have 
responded to the devastating earthquake that occurred in Haiti in 2010. Relief 
work is by its nature long-term and faith-based organizations are uniquely 
committed to long-term development assistance.  The need for assistance 
in every aspect of life can not be underestimated; yet the dignity, faith, and 
hard-work of the Haitian people is inspiring as they survive daily amongst ter-
rible conditions and move towards recovery and healing.  High School; Young 
Adult; Adult (30-55); Adult (55+)

god, Why? teachings from the tsunamis d4339
Feelings of grief and a loss of a spiritual compass are common when natu-

ral disasters strike. We ask struggling questions like: Why would God allow 
such a terrible thing? Is this a sign of God’s wrath?

The two-session small group resource with study guide, helps people of 
faith through a myriad of emotions. Influential Christian leaders provide light 
for the journey to understand God’s activity when natural disasters occur. Us-
ing the South Asia tsunamis as an anchor, practical - yet spiritual answers are 
provided to help us address our confusion.

Becoming a good samaritan D4288
Narrated by Rev. John Ortberg, this study in 6 sessions is an unprecedent-

ed program created to help us live out Christ’s love in world-changing ways 
right now, right where we live. Featuring well-known global Christian lead-
ers such as Eugene Peterson, Philip Yancey, Matthew Sleeth, Jim Cymbala, 
Charles Colson, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Brenda Salter McNeil, Kay War-
ren, Joni Eareckson Tada, Rob Bell, and Shane Claiborne, this study will take 
you from your comfort zone into the streets of life where you can begin to bring 
hope to those suffering from poverty, social injustice, disease, and oppression. 
You can start being a Good Samaritan now. Includes Participant Guide.

The Rev. David V. Valera 
is the executive director of 
Connectional Ministries,

for the PNWUMC.

ippines, rise up.  Many 
countries and commu-
nities have pledged to 
give support.  Much of 
the recovery work will 
be figuring out what the 
needs of the community 

will be.  That’s going to 
be a challenge

As a global commu-
nity, it’s up to us to keep 
reminding others of what 
is still needed in order 
to bring this community 

back to where it was 
before Typhoon Haiyan.  
As the church, we can 
be that prophetic voice 
that reminds people of 
what it means to be in 
ministry with these peo-
ple who all have suffered 
through a disaster.

It was a spiritual ex-
perience to go back to 
the Philippines.  One 
morning, we were de-
ploying the young peo-
ple to the communities 
in Tacloban to do their 
service projects.  The 
morning waves were so 
calm, the sun was ris-
ing from the east and it 

was so beautiful.  As we 
gathered and talked, I 
reflected on the gospel 
of Luke 7: 11-17.

They all realized they 
were in a place of holy 
mystery, that God was at 
work among them.  They 
were quietly worshipful—
and then noisily grateful, 
calling out among them-
selves, “God is back, 
looking to the needs of 
his people!” The news of 
Jesus spread all through 
the country.

It’s really fascinating 
because this verse fol-
lows the story of Jesus 
encountering a widow 

who was burying her 
dead son.  Jesus was 
so compassionate: 

“Young man, I tell 
you: rise up.” The dead 
son sat up and began 
talking.  Jesus present-
ed him to his mother.

Just the experience 
of seeing these young 
people who saw their 
loved ones die and the 
backdrop of where we 
were - these calm wa-
ters, the same waters 
that just a couple of 
months ago had de-
stroyed what they had, 
that took out the lives 
of those close to them 
- was the same place 
where we were worship-
ping God.  That juxtapo-
sition of being quiet, be-
ing noisy, being afraid, 
and being assured just 
really brought back to 
me the whole essence 
of what a holy mystery 
God is.  Or what a mys-
tery life is; what it can 
bring and what it can 
teach us.  I reflect on 
that everyday realizing 
there is going to be a 
surprise today.  There 
are going to be times 
when God is going to 
reveal stuff to me.  I just 
need to be open-minded 
to realize how I can re-
spond.

What is the surprise 
God wants you to see? 
In what way are you 
to be called to live out 
your life as a Christian 
today? What is that 
mystery by which you 
can live out and under-
stand more about who 
God is to you? 

Continued from previous page

Valera: People can provide 
numbers of what they are 
going to give, but figuring out 
the numbers that will meet the 
needs of people? that’s going 
to be a challenge.
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That is the cry that I often hear from kids 
in detention as they look back at their lives. 
Or, “I feel closer to God in here than I do 
when I’m on the outs!”

This is rapidly followed by wondering 
why God is not present in their lives when 
they are at home but present here. I say to 
them, “It’s not that God ever leaves you, but 
that here, you are slowed down enough to 
be awake to God’s presence.”

Slow Down.
Be awake.
Begin Again.
In my online community, www.Be-

guineAgain.com, our Wednesdays are 
devoted to be a pause where we can 
reflect on being spiritually awake to the 
presence of the Divine and when we feel 
the absence of the Divine in our spiritual 
sleepfulness. The questions are: “Where 
have you felt the presence of God over 
the past week?” and “Where have you 
felt most separated from God?”

I felt the presence of God most keenly 
on Christmas morning inside the juvenile 
detention center. 

I went into the detention center to cel-
ebrate Christmas morning with the youth 
in detention. My job was to be the photog-
rapher for the center (chaplains do a bit 
of everything!) Volunteers came in—we 
had Santa, an elf, a choir (with kazoos!), 
a tree, and presents galore! The youth 
came into the welcoming environment 

a Different Kind of christmas D1023
In this five-week study participants will 

see the traps and discontentment of con-
sumerism and experience the call of God to 
live generously to fulfill God’s mission in the 
world. Sessions are about 13 minutes long 
and cover these topics: Expect a Miracle; 
Giving Up on Perfect; Scandalous Love; 
Jesus’ Wish List; and By a Different Road.  
Leader guide is included.  Young Adult; 
Adult (30-55); Adult (55+) 

that was created with a stunned expres-
sion on their face. Then, like all of us 
when presented with a tree that has lots 
of gifts, they passed out the presents and 
got down to the serious work.

We proceeded through opening of pres-
ents and were getting towards the end of 
the morning. There was a young man who 
had recently come into detention so had 
been segregated for his first 24 hours—
what gift would he expect? He came in and 
there were Christmas gifts even for him. 
Even with his name on the gifts. Gifts do-
nated by fabulous Seattle area churches. 

The image I want to paint is of a very 
big, tough, young man! Standing, he was 
probably 2’ taller than me. Maybe that says 
too much about me! He received and then 
opened his gifts.

One of the gifts was a little box with doo-
dads like candies, a Bible, and a personal 
note. This big young man sat down with the 
note to read it and struggled with his read-
ing. A staff person helped him out, reading 
the note to him. If you could see the com-
passion on her face! It took my breath away.

After the note was read, he stood up 

and began to gather his stuff together. 
Then he stopped. He looked like someone 
had struck him hard enough to stun him. 
He paused and put his hand over his eyes 
and he sat back down. His staff checked 
in with him and he waved her off with an 
“I’m all right” kind of wave. He then took 
several moments to collect himself after 
receiving a gift of loving kindness in the 
most unexpected of places. 

He slowed down, absorbed the compas-
sion of strangers, and was able to begin 
again. 

This all happened at the back of the 
room while the rest of the room was bus-
tling with kids and staff opening presents, 
the choir singing, Santa ho-ho-ho-ing, and 
sharing love, laughter, and joy. But there 
was this one moment of stunning transfor-
mation aided by a caring staff, witnessed by 
a heart-torn chaplain, when one youth truly 
became awake to the presence of God’s 
love even in such a place as the detention 
center. And for me, just being awake to the 
movement of the spirit, I was able to wit-
ness a movement of grace. 

Pastor Terri Stewart serves as director for the Youth Chaplaincy Coalition.

By pastoR teRRi stewaRt

opening ourselves
to grace  D4607

Opening Ourselves to Grace offers view-
ers a way to understand the basic concept 
of grace as it states the theological expres-
sion of God’s love for humanity and for 
each individual. Playing off of the metaphor 
of musicians practicing their craft, this DVD 
is divided into four, 13-minute segments 
that define grace in light of works of piety 
and mercy.  This resource includes DVD, 
leader’s guide, Bible study and resources 
for further discussion.

Building on faith, making Poverty Housing History D4718
Produced by Mennonite Media in cooperation with the National Council of Churches and Habitat for Humanity, 

this DVD is a plea for those of us in average housing to advocate for more affordable housing in our society. Solu-
tions for the issues are explored on both local and national levels. This 52-minute documentary is divided into four, 
12-minute segments and includes a guide:

Part One: Introduction to the Problem
Part Two: Exploring the Issues
Part Three Groups Working at Solutions
Part Four: Where to From Here?

let us love one another D1020
Friends of the Carpenter is a ministry for the homeless. They operate a day center and wood-working ministry. 

The volunteers and participants enjoy faith-based community and develop relationships based on trust, love, 
and respect. This ministry takes place in Vancouver, Washington and is supported by a number of ecumenical 
churches including several United Methodist Congregations. In 2011, Friends of the Carpenter provided wooden 
crosses to each participant in the Bishop’s Symposium and Leadership Development Institute. This short video 
tells the story of this ministry which is supported in part through the efforts of dedicated United Methodists who are 
engaging the mission field in Clark County, Wash.

ships with its two families - but, the Church doesn’t proselytize, 
Gillespie notes.  Members of the Church saw this as an opportunity 
for older members to be involved by providing homemade treats for 
their guests.  One member was so enthusiastic that despite a bro-
ken hip, she still wanted to make sure the families were provided 
for in baked goods.

Although the economy is gradually exiting out of its rut from 
the early 2000s, people are still struggling to find work - leading to 
homelessness.  In a job climate that requires constantly updating 
of skills that are in demand, people who are struggling to keep the 
pace or are simply unqualified find themselves in the margins of 
society, in need of assistance.  

Mashala H. - who once worked as a machinist for Seattle-based 
Darigold - explains, “When I lost my job I couldn’t afford my house 
any more.  A lot of families are becoming homeless.  There are not 
a lot of shelters out here for full families – families that are really 
trying to do something with their lives.”

“I am really honored to be a part of a congregation that loves 
God and cares for the community in tangible ways as expressions 
of God with us,” shares the Rev. Cecilia Clemons of First UMC. “It 
is because of God’s love for us that we are filled to overflowing with 
love for others.” 

Although day services are provided by the Center of Hope, 
housing for the Night Shelter through the local church network is 
very much needed.

Clemons shares, “It is my hope that more and more people will join in 
and help support the work of REACH and her partners, making home-
lessness a thing of the past for all who desire to have a place to live. We 
can do it—one family at a time, or many families at a time.  This is an 
invitation to become part of this movement of care, and change.” 

Continued from previous page

clemons: it is my hope that more 
people support reacH, make 
homelessness a thing of the past

*Mashala has now relocated into a home with her husband and children 
after this interview.  Bryn Mar, Fairwood, Skyway, Kennydale United 

Methodist churches are also serving within REACH.  For more info on 
REACH, visit http://www.reachrenton.org/ or the Center of Hope at bit.ly/

REACH_COH.  Visit www.rfumc.org for information on Renton First UMC.  

Dave Gillespie is a member of Renton First UMC and serves as a 
representative for REACH.  The Rev. Dr. Linda Smith serves as the 

director of the Center of Hope and also serves as a pastor for the Church 
of Mary Magdelene and Skycenter for Spiritual Living.

The Rev. Cecilia Clemons is the pastor at Renton First UMC.
Jesse N. Love serves as print & publications manager for the PNWUMC.

Gillespie emphasizes, “Working with an ecumenical community 
is important. In REACH, we don’t talk about dogma or differences in 
our faith.  The common ground is serving those in need in the name 
of Jesus Christ.”  A vision that both Gillespie and Smith have is to 
build a large facility that can accommodate both the Day and Night 
services for the homeless population of the Renton Area.

At the Center of Hope, people in need along with people willing 
to help have the opportunity to connect and see the best of different 
faiths working together for a common purpose. 

Ideas & Inspiration Ideas & Inspiration
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ave you made a 
New Year Reso-
lution?  Have you 
broken it yet?  If 
you answered 

“yes” to both of these questions 
you are in good company.  Ac-
cording to statistics verified 
by the University of Scranton, 
62% of Americans make New 
Year’s Resolutions, but only 
8% are successful in achiev-
ing their resolutions; however, 
those who explicitly make reso-
lutions are 10 times more likely 
to achieve their goals than 
those who don’t.  

Most frequently resolutions 
deal with self-improvement—
things like losing weight, enjoy-
ing life to the fullest, spending 
less and saving more, spending 
more time with family, staying fit 
and healthy, learning something 
new--all worthy goals.

What I found really encour-
aging about resolution-making 
is that even six months after 
making a resolution, 46% of 
us still maintain our resolve to 
meet our goals.  Perhaps the 
support of a church family helps 
you to be the best person you 
can be and perhaps your sup-
port of your church family helps 
it to be the best church it can be.  
Should you wish to check out 
any of these or other resources, 
please don’t hesitate to contact 
the RMC at 1-800-755-7710. 

By ellen Johanson

Ellen Johanson serves as the 
manager of the

Regional Media Center.
Be sure to “like” the
RMC on Facebook, 

https://www.fb.com/rmcumc

self-iMpRoveMent/education

finding my Way—
Wisdom of the ages for all ages D1080

Join a quest of self-discovery with a 13-year-
old boy who has the chance to meet seven “life 
masters” who mentor him in learning about life. 
Acquire knowledge and wisdom from world-
class coaches including a philosopher, yoga in-
structor, musician, novelist and Biblical scholar. 
This DVD may be used in a family, youth group, 
or intergenerational setting, although the focus is 
primarily on pre-and-young teens.  

created by god:
tweens, faith and Human sexuality K1005
This resource on human sexuality is designed for 
tweens and their parents.  It deals with the basics 
of growth and sexual development giving young 
persons the chance to obtain accurate informa-
tion and a better understanding of what it means 
to be wonderfully created by God.  Kit contains 
parent guides, the CD-ROM with reproducible 
content and the DVD.  Student books should be 
purchased for each tween.

simply enough D4802
Tony Campolo and Shane Claiborne talk about simple living--lifestyle, food, celebrations, stuff, 

money, justice--and focus on the essential question:  are you living as Jesus wants you to live?  Each 
session is 12-minutes in length.  Study guide included. 

finding Hope in recovery D1100
Finding Hope in Recovery: Families Living with Addiction is part of a series of resources on soci-

etal issues that create stigma.  The stories in this DVD are heartbreaking yet challenging. Travel with 
families through the stages of recovery and setback and learn how recovery, reconciliation and healing 
can happen.

single Parenting that Works D3855
No doubt about it—parenting is hard--and single parenting is even more difficult.  This resource 

poses and answers the question “How do you raise well-balanced kids in an off-balanced world?”  
Sessions covered include bringing stability to children, healing the past and looking forward to the 
future, creating harmony with an “ex-spouse”, helping children thrive in a one-parent home, using 
“reality discipline” to teach respect, responsibility and resourcefulness, and understanding your child’s 
personality.

listen to Your sadness D5060
Designed as a gentle support for life’s troubling times, this video introduces a four-step process for 

dealing with despair: experience the present, review the past, visualize the future, and return to the 
present anew.  Images from nature support the message in a creative way. A life-giving affirmation 
serves as a fitting conclusion. 

shiny gods D2036
Enough.  It’s an elusive concept when we live in a materialistic society that always pushes us to 

consume more and offers such appealing distractions. What is enough?  In this DVD, Pastor Mike 
Slaughter helps us reassess priorities to create a culture and lifestyle of giving, based on the word of 
God and the example of Christ. Four topics are addressed in video sessions that last about 11 minutes 
each and there is a booklet which includes session plans, discussion questions and multiple format 
options.

enough: Discovering Joy through simplicity & generosity D5610
Money has great power in our lives. When used wisely it helps us meet our goals, provide for our 

needs, and fulfill our life purpose. In recent years, many of us ignored this when managing and spend-
ing our money.  The result of all of this was not greater happiness and satisfaction, but greater stress 
and anxiety. Enough is an invitation to rediscover the Bible’s wisdom on prudent financial practices. 
This resource could change your life by changing your relationship with money.

ending Violence: find Your Voice D2024
This curricula is designed for middle/high public schools but can be used in religious settings as 

well. Teen dating violence is a significant problem in our society.  As many as one in three teens ex-
periences dating abuse, so education about healthy relationships is vitally important in our schools, 
churches and community groups. This interactive curriculum is designed to teach teens how to prevent 
and safely end abusive relationships, while creating a framework for building healthy relationships in 
the future.  It is a flexible program that can be used in conjunction with other curricula that do address 
dating violence from a religious perspective. 

Relationships

Resources Resources
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By patRick scRiven
Illustration by wikiMedia

he word ‘troll’ is used on 
the Internet to describe 
a person “who posts a 
deliberately provocative 
message with the inten-
tion of causing maximum 
disruption and argu-
ment.” If you’ve never 
seen a troll in action, find 
a provocative topic on a 

popular blog or news site and work your way 
down to the comments section. In and among 
the people seeking to engage in genuine con-
versation are the trolls who poke, prod, and 
bully others, quickly stifling the possibility of 
any real dialogue. Trolls come in all shape, 
sizes, and theological perspectives.

In general, trolls have no real interest in 
conversation. The tools normal people might 
use, like logic and basic respect for another 
person’s opinion, are a sign of weakness to 
trolls. You are unlikely to find a troll apologiz-
ing as they generally don’t care about the feel-
ings of others.  When someone engages them, 
imagining that they are having a conversation, 
trolls will work to frustrate and provoke as they 
feed off of negative energy. Trolls aren’t into 
‘relationships.’

Discerning a troll from someone who simply 
disagrees can be a difficult task. In the religious 
world, people’s tendency to conflate personal 
belief with spiritual truth complicates matters 
even more. On a secular blog, you might ex-
pect to encounter a person with strong opin-
ions – some being trolls and some simply be-
ing passionate people. But on a religious blog, 
those opinions quickly become God’s opinions 
as simplistic arguments are shoved into God’s 
mouth, chapter and verse. 

When a troll’s opinion isn’t accepted; a small 
sociopathic twist can quickly convert them from 
aggressor into persecutee. If you are a com-
passionate person, it is easy to suddenly feel as 
if you have done something wrong as the rules 
of the conversation suddenly change.

Part of the challenge in identifying trolls is 
that we’ve all been one, or at least exhibited 
troll-like behavior, at some point. There are 
times when our personal frustration with some-
thing causes us to ignore our better angels and 
we forget that getting ugly leaves little room for 

cYBerBullies D4501
Chat rooms, blogs, and instant 

messaging have become standard 
forms of communication for many 
young people. Unfortunately, they 
have also be-
come popular 
ways to bully and 
harass others. 
This program 
is designed to 
prevent children 
and teenagers 
from falling vic-
tim to cyberbullying, using drama-
tizations and Q & A discussions to 
expand awareness of the issue. 
The video discusses cyberbullying 
warning signs, common patterns of 
abuse, and questionable online ac-
tivities to stay away from. Includes 
guide.

Patrick Scriven is the director of Communications & Young People’s Ministries for the PNWUMC.

God’s transformation of the other. I suspect that 
the difference between trolls and the rest of us 
is that they ate those better angels for break-
fast. 

I personally enjoy robust conversation even 
when it gets a little heated. If a person doesn’t 
respond positively to a private, polite, request 
to tone down their behavior, that’s a good sign 
that you’re dealing with a troll. Passion often 
emerges when we are discussing important 
things. When discerning whether you are deal-
ing with a troll, you might consider a prefer-
ential option for those you disagree with. The 
stronger our opinions are about something, 
the easier it is for us to disregard the other and 
write them off as unreasonable.

If you discern that you are dealing with an 
actual troll, your best option is to take away 
their privilege to participate in the conversa-
tions you hope to nurture. Good dialogue, 
even when it gets a little heated, can help us 
to appreciate the viewpoints of others and 
see the world differently. Trolls are a barrier to 
the development of such conversations. Set-
ting clear guidelines, and enforcing them in a 
nonpartisan way, does for a conversation what 
weeding and watering does for a garden.

I have a lot of friends who have simply giv-
en up on conversations online. I get that. No 
one needs the frustration particularly when it’s 
optional. But the sad fact is that we encounter 
trolls off-line as well. Some of these same trolls 
attend our churches and they wreak havoc, par-
ticularly in those communities that like to avoid 
conflict. In such places, trolls can bully other 
members, and even the pastor, with their opin-
ions and preferences. Lacking the anonymity 
of the Internet, they may be less aggressive in 
person, but church trolls still lack real concern 
for the health of the community and the relation-
ships that embody the Spirit within them.

Fortunately for us, trolls are only capable of 
using the forums that we give them.

I believe that the Gospel requires us to ap-
proach the task of discerning trolls with great 
seriousness and a preferential option for those 
who truly seek to offer an alternative take. But 
our Kin(g)dom work also demands that we cre-
ate space, in a variety of arenas, for real conver-
sation. And that, dear friends, requires that we 
weed, instead of feed, the trolls among us. 

Digital DisciPle: 
Real chRistianity
in a viRtual woRld 

D5094

Virtual People. Remote Inti-
macy. Googling Prayer. Tech Sab-
bath. Those are some of the video 
commentaries included in this DVD 
by Adam Thomas, one of the first 
Millennnials (age 25) ordained into 
the Episcopal priesthood. Adam 
points out that 
we live in a time 
in society unlike 
any other.  We 
are a people 
of connection 
and isolation-
-both at the 
same time. As 
Christians how 
do we view our faith and personal 
ministry in this culture?  This DVD 
can be used in a variety of settings 
such as Sunday School classes, 
youth groups, campus ministry, dis-
cipleship groups or as individuals in 
personal devotions.  High School; 
Young Adult; Adult (30-55)

Insights Insights
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ith the elec-
tion of a 
socialist to 
Seattle’s 
City Coun-

cil, economic discourse is go-
ing to get a bit testy this year.  
The bottom line is that a person 
making 20K has different inter-
ests and needs than someone 
making 50K, 100K and even 
more.   The truth is that politi-
cal decisions are mostly made 
for those north of 100K.  It’s only 
a matter of time before all heck 
breaks loose. 

I’m hoping that preachers 
will find their voice so that we 
too might enter this public de-
bate.  One hears from time to 
time a plea for economic jus-
tice from the pulpit, but mostly 
this plea is just warmed over 
rather standard free market 
fare.   But if the Church took 
seriously its own Book there 
would be a much different ap-
plication of its proclamation.

The Bible’s definition of eco-
nomic justice is the Jubilee, a far 
more radical break with capital-
ism than socialism.  The Jubilee 
posits that the earth and all its 
resources belong to God.  The 
implication is that we the people 
are to share the resources so 
that all survive and thrive.  In or-
der to do this, societies should 
have built in legislated limits on 
wealth accumulation, and debt.   

Every fifty years wealth should 
be completely redistributed so 
that there can be no more aris-
tocracies nor generational pov-
erty.  Practically speaking this 
means that although Bill Gates 
and Jeff Bezos can, in fact, live 
and die as wealthy kings, their 
descendants will need to figure 
their own privileges out from 

scratch.   It also means that the 
child of the family on welfare will 
be given a boost into new op-
portunities to escape poverty.   
This is what the Bible means 
by justice: wealth redistribution 
legislated by government.  It 
might be thought of as FDR on 
steroids coupled with Socialist 
Kshama Sawant’s threat of tak-

ing back the infrastructure we 
the people built for corporations 
like Boeing.   

Now, of course, you never 
hear your preacher going that 
far but the Bible goes even 
farther.  It legislates year-long 
sabbatical rests for the land 
which means that the earth 
has “rights” that trump the de-
sire of entrepreneurs to exploit 
and seize its resources.   Labor 
also has a right to rest.  Every 
seventh year, financial debt 
was forgiven, and if someone 
had fallen into hopeless pov-
erty they were to be given the 
means to become economi-
cally self sufficient.

In this new year when things 
get really rockin’, I’m hoping 
that preachers find their voice 
and organize their congrega-
tions to speak truth to those 
who troll within government, 
military, and corporate bordel-
los.  I hope that Christians will 
get out of their pews and into 
the streets.  I hope the Church 
will practice solidarity with the 
left out and the least.   I hope we 
will follow Jesus, even though 
we’ve been warned by Jesuit 
priest Dan Berrigan, “that if we 
want to follow Jesus, we better 
look good on wood”. 

The Rev. Rich Lang serves as 
pastor of University Temple UMC 

(Seattle, Wash.)

By the Rev. Rich lang
Photo by Jesse n. love,

wikiMedia coMMons [http://bit.ly/MhLdOk]

By aMy pazan

“The Bible’s definition of economic justice is the Jubilee, a far more radical break with capital-
ism than socialism.  The Jubilee posits that the earth and all its resources belong to God.  The 

implication is that we the people are to share the resources so that all survive and thrive.”
-the Rev. Rich Lang

Dear UMC,

You’re failing the young people in your 
churches.  You wonder why young people are 
rapidly leaving the church and don’t plan on 
coming back? 

Well, here are four areas of improvement I 
feel are necessary for better relationships with 
young people (at a time when they so desper-
ately need the church in their lives):

• Lack of acceptance
• Understanding a young person’s story
• Lack of initiating relationships with young people
• Ignoring the voices of young people

acceptance of who they are
as individuals fully.

Currently, our Church is doing its best to be 
inclusive with different people who may feel left 
out, on the outside looking in.  In many areas, 
LGBTQ people are a large population of the 
community. How we interact and accept them 
into the church plays a big part in them choos-
ing to stay or leave.  We need to accept them 
for who they are – without having to ask ques-
tions when it is not needed.  Allow them to be 
themselves fully in your presence. Our churches 
should be a place where we feel love and ac-
ceptance - not fear, shame, and abandonment. 

understanding that each person has a story.
Sometimes, a story isn’t what we are expect-

ing from a young person. Though for every story 
told, there will be many more stories that will be 
silent out of fear and shame.  Listen from your 
whole heart to understand why they believe 
they’re living life in fear, afraid of what comes 
next.  This might be their only outlet in trying to 
get help.

lack of relationships and mentorships 
Lack of relationships and mentorships with 

clergy and laity is something young people are 
missing and so desperately need. As a young 
person, I shouldn’t have to be the one to initiate 
a connection with a clergyperson or layperson 
in the church. Leadership in the church should 
be excited and more enthusiastic in wanting to 
work with young people.  Building relationships 
and sharing experiences that can help trans-
form our churches into something new is what 
we need to help grow a healthy church - and not 
just in the normal brick & mortar ways that have 
been used for the last 100 or so years. 

Be in relationship with young people: talk 

Amy Pazan is a member of Aldersgate UMC (Bellevue, Wash.).
She is also a student at Central Washington University (Ellensburg, Wash.).

like Jesus but
not the church d4834

Many in today’s emerging 
generation don’t like the church. 
Some are leaving the church; 
others never were a part of it. 
Yet they remain fascinated with 
Jesus. This six-session DVD 
will explore six of the most com-
mon objections and misunder-
standings emerging genera-
tions have about the church and 
how the church can respond in 
positive ways.

with them and understand their voice and how 
they relate to the local church, conference, and 
even the greater worldwide Methodist Church. 
Young people want connection with clergy and 
laity at a deeper level more than just talking 
with each other during coffee hour on Sunday 
– we want to grow in our faith.  Having expe-
rienced mentors is important for young people 
because we need people who know what we 
are going through as we grow up.

But by ignoring the voices of young people, 
the Church is putting its own health at risk. At so 
many meetings and annual conferences, we are 
told the future of the church begins with the young 
people of today. Yet how often are we allowed to 
hear young people voice their opinions on topics 
that matter to them? Not very often.

Sometimes I feel that no one gives us the 
full attention that we deserve.  There have been 
many times when my friends and I have wanted 
to speak during plenary sessions at annual con-
ference, but were pushed away because  there 
wasn’t enough time left in a session or for the 
Bishop to recognize us.

Ask us young people what we have pas-
sion for. Ask us what interests us. Ask us what 
makes us tick. Ask us questions about anything 
and everything. When you don’t ask us ques-
tions about why we feel a certain way towards 
an issue we feel like we don’t matter and that 
you don’t care that we are even here. 

Be ready for the vulnerability of young per-
son who is expressing issues deep within their 
heart.  Be ready for discomfort in knowing how 
the Church is hurting and losing the lives of 
young people. 

I beg of you – I plead of you. The next time 
you’re with young people, accept them.  Ask 
them with all honesty if they are doing okay. Try 
to understand them.  Work towards being in re-
lationship or mentorship with young people.  Lis-
ten to what young people have to say.  You might 
even learn something from them on a more per-
sonal and deeper level than ever before.

Who knows?  As a clergy or lay person, your 
invitation to a young person could be what’s 
needed – either through a listening ear or a kind 
word of wisdom - in order to foster meaningful, 
spiritual, life-giving relationships and even pre-
vent some of our young people from harming 
themselves. 

Sincerely,

Amy Pazan

Beyond 30 seconds:  
Developing a
Welcoming
congregation

d4865

This Leader’s guide is part 
of the new resource, ”Beyond 
30 Seconds: Developing A Wel-
coming Congregation”. Beyond 
30 Seconds, a seven session 
video curriculum for small or 
large groups, invites us to look 
beyond the television com-
mercials to become people 
who understand and welcome 
newcomers. This guide helps 
lead the study group through 
discussions, “Life Lessons” and 
“Field Assignments” as they 
study welcoming as a lifestyle. 
It is easy to read, as well as a 
helpful ongoing reference.  High 
School; Young Adult; Adult (30-
55); Adult (55+)
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f you have experi-
enced any kind of sig-
nificant grief within the 
past year -- or the past 
50 years for that mat-
ter -- you likely found 
Christmas time to be a 

somewhat difficult time.  Grief, 
whether new or old, has a way 
of intruding into your daily life 
during moments you normally 
think of as positive and cel-
ebratory.  

Consider this as you won-
der how to deal with your own 
level and reasons for grief: 
instead of looking for ways to 
keep grief out of your emotion-
al house, invite it in for a cup 
of cocoa, coffee, tea, or even a 
small glass of wine.  

While you and your grief are 
sharing your drinks at the kitch-
en table or by the fire, sit qui-
etly (tough to do!) and you may 
learn better grief’s real reasons 
for being in your life.  

After you learn more about 
why grief visits both you and 
anyone who has lost a loved 
one to death, you just might 
consider the possibility that 
“grief” could even become your 
friend.  Let me just say it plain-
ly:  I don’t think grief visits us to 
make us miserable.  

I think grief’s real task is to 
take our love to a deeper level.  
A level born of Gratitude.

Do you know the painting 
simply called “Grace”?  The 
man in the photo is a man 
named Charles Wilden who 
lived in Bovey, MN in the early 
1900’s.  The photo was taken 
by Eric Enstrom, and later 
colorized by his daughter.  In 
2002, this photo was named the 
Minnesota State photograph.  
Many of us have “Grace” hang-
ing somewhere in our homes.  

Mine was passed from my 
grandfather to my dad who 
gave it to me.  One day it will 

be passed on to my son.  I 
imagine the man bent over his 
simple meal intimately knew 
gratitude in part because he 
had made a friend of his grief.  

Yes, I do know we have to 
get past that miserable part be-
fore we can see grief doing us 
any favors.  And the misery is 
real, isn’t it!  The emotional suf-
fering is very real.  

It can have real-life, nega-
tive consequences if not given 
the emotional respect it is due.  
To deny that we live with grief 
is also to deny that we live…  
period!  We do need to take 
grief symptoms seriously.  But 
that doesn’t mean we have to 
fear them, run from them or 

deny them.  
That fear imprisons us emo-

tionally.  And it also shuts us 
off from all that grief is ready to 
teach us in the long-term about 
the deeper layers of meaning 
about how love actually works 
in our lives.  

“I’m learning to appreci-
ate each day for the gifts it 
brings.”  “I treasure each per-
son in my life and try to tell or 
show them how I value them.”  
You may have heard similar 
sentiments echoed by some-
one else.  Or you heard your-
self say them.  Do not dismiss 
those sentiments.  

But consider that grief likely 
has many more, deeper-lasting 

bits of life-wisdom to offer you 
in the days, weeks, months, 
and years ahead.  That poten-
tial wisdom is why being patient 
with ourselves can help us be-
friend grief rather than reject its 
tenacious presence in our lives.  

If we are afraid, we will never 
be able to let grief soften our 
hearts.  To live in healthy rela-
tionships with those persons 
we value in our lives, our hearts 
need to be soft enough to em-
brace those people when either 
of us hurts – whether on this to-
day or a future today.

So consider inviting grief to 
be your new friend.  That act 
can begin a new level of grace 
and gratitude in your life. 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as co-chair for the Conference Council on Older Adult Ministries.

By the Rev. paul gRaves
[elderadvocates@nctv.com]

Minnesota state photograph “Grace” (Photograph by Eric Enstrom published in the United States in 1918)

t is a little obvious, but 
the United Methodist 
Church is in the midst 
of some major transi-
tion challenges.  As 
the Church and soci-
ety reacts to the Frank 
Schaefer trial and 

Bishop Melvin Talbert’s bless-
ing of a same gender wedding 
in another Bishop’s area, the 
tensions from within and out-
side the Church heighten our 
cultural conflicts.  

Recently, our Council of 
Bishops had to deal squarely 
with this issue, as Bishop Tal-
bert disregarded the request of 
the Resident Bishop of North 
Alabama, Bishop Debra Wal-
lace-Padgett, and went ahead 
to perform a blessing of the 
wedding of Bobby Prince and 
Joe Openshaw. I know both of 
these Bishops personally, and I 
have the utmost respect for the 
integrity of both of them.

Our Council of Bishop’s 
Executive Team asked Bishop 
Talbert not to be involved in 
this same gender blessing, 
but Bishop Talbert, acting out 
of his personal convictions, 
went ahead with the bless-
ing.  It was an action that the 
Council of Bishops could not 
ignore, and we dealt with it ex-
tensively in Executive Session 
(closed session).  I am bound 
by the confidentiality of our 
covenant as Bishops, so the 
details of our discussions can-
not be shared in public.  

However, I believe I can 
share that there were two is-
sues at stake for the Council 
of Bishops:  One is the issue of 
our covenant with each other, 
as what does it mean for a re-
tired Bishop to disregard the 
request of an active Bishop in 

whose area of responsibility an 
action is taken.  The second is-
sue is the Council of Bishop’s 
action when a Bishop commits 
an act of ecclesial disobedi-
ence.  I believe the former was 
more important to the Council of 
Bishops than the latter.  

It is a matter of public record, 
and was expressed a number of 
times, that there has been ex-
amples of historical precedence 
of United Methodist Bishops 
disregarding the request of fel-
low residential Bishops by com-
ing to their area to protest ra-
cial civil rights violations.  This 
happened during the height 
of the civil rights movement in 
our country, and out of personal 
convictions, some of our UMC 
Bishops traveled to another 
Bishop’s area to stand in soli-
darity with those fighting for the 
civil rights of African Americans.  
History has proven that such 
violations of the covenant were 
acceptable and right.  

I am of the opinion that we 
face a similar situation when 
it comes the rights of LGBTQ 
persons currently.  Only the 
passing of time will tell if we 
are right in this conviction, but 
I believe we are witnessing the 
same situation of equal justice 
for all.  It was for this reason 
that I stood outside the ma-
jority vote of the Council of 
Bishops on the questions of 
whether Bishop Talbert should 
be charged for his actions.  

As I have stated many times 
in the past, I acknowledge my 
human sinfulness, and do not 
presume to believe that my po-
sition is the unequivocal truth.  I 
cannot know God’s Truth on this 
issue, and can only stand on my 
limited conviction of what I be-
lieve.  I will not force my convic-

tions on those who believe the 
opposite.  Like all of you, I only 
know what I believe is right, and 
I need to be in constant prayer 
and discernment.  

Our United Methodist 
Church is in for some tough 
sledding now and in the future, 
but I believe that there is a way 
forward for our church.  It must 
begin with our return to prayer, 
study, and deep discernment.  
Only in this deep place of spiri-
tual depth will we find a way 
forward.  We cannot resort to 
beating each other up because 
we are on opposite sides of this 
issue.  We need to model the 
unconditional love of God in Je-
sus Christ in our relationships.  
This means we need to do the 
hard work of sharing openly 
how we disagree, not to try to 
convert the other, but to work 
to a greater understanding and 
acceptance of our differences.  
This is what it means to be uni-
fied in Christ Jesus:  It is not a 
bland acceptance of everything, 
but to hold together even when 

we vehemently disagree with 
each other.  

This is what I am asking of 
all of us.  Let us be open to real-
ly hear each other, not attempt 
to destroy the convictions that 
our opposite to our own, and 
finally come to an acceptance 
of each other, even when we 
disagree with each other.  It is 
hard, hard work that I am ask-
ing of us, but God never prom-
ised that it would be easy for 
us as Christians.  In fact, Jesus 
told us that it was going to be 
the most difficult work we have 
ever done.  This is the cost of 
discipleship, and the reason 
that I am a Christian.  For in go-
ing through the fire, we will find 
a greater truth, and in the end, 
God will be waiting for us. 

Be the Hope,

 

By Bishop gRant J. hagiya

Retired Bishop Melvin Talbert (right) is greeted by a woman
at Bishop Tuell’s Celebration Service in Des Moines, Wash.

Photo by Jesse N. Love.
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feBruarY 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

• conference council on 
Young adult ministries 
@ pnwuMc

2 3 4 5
• Board of 

congregational 
Development @ 
pnwuMc

• Healthy Boundaries 
201@ salmon creek 
uMc

• Board of 
congregational 
Development @ 
pnwuMc

6 7
• creative Worship 

with Jason moore @ 
federal Way umc

8
• roots and Wings: 

Puget sound District 
training events @ 
pnwuMc

• Design matters with 
Jason moore @ 
federal Way umc

9 10 11 12 13
• lake institute update 

@ pnwuMc

15
• Board of laity @ 

pnwuMc

16 17
• Presidents’ Day (the 

conference office is 
closed)

18 19 20
• Board of Discipleship 

@ pnwuMc

21 22
• certified lay minister 

training @ PnWumc

23 24 25

• annual conference 
Worship team @ 
pnwuMc

26 27

• Healthy Boundaries 
101 

28 1

• Jubilate! Worship arts institute (JWai)
 @ Haller lake umc

• conference council on Youth ministries @ 
Vancouver: first umc

• Women’s Weekend 
away retreat

  @ camp indianola

• college snow camp @ twinlow camp

• Women’s Weekend 
away retreat

  @ camp indianola

• Women in ministry retreat @ rainbow lodge

• PnW cabinet @ PnWumc

• five Day academy for spiritual formation @ Palisades retreat center

• commissioning and ordination interviews @ Dumas Bay center

marcH 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

23 24 25 26 27 28 1

• Board of Pensions @ 
pnwuMc

• certified lay minister 
training @ moran umc

• seattle & tacoma District 
training Day – 2014 @ 
Kent umc

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

• conference council on 
Young adult ministries 
@ tBd

• the gathering @ tBD

9 10 11

• Board of 
congregational 
Development @ 
pnwuMc

12 13 14 15

16 17 18
• annual conference 

Worship team @ 
pnwuMc

19 20
• Board of Discipleship 

@ pnwuMc

21 22
• rocks & ripples @ 

tBd

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31
• pnw cabinet @ 

pnwuMc

1 2 3 4 5

• connectional table @ ???

• Vancouver District retreat @ ???

• sumYt Youth retreat @ ???

• general council on finance and ministry
@ pnwuMc

• Visionary leadership 
Project @ red lion 
Hotel

• Visionary leadership 
Project @ red lion 
Hotel

• Vancouver District 
retreat @ ???

• sumYt Youth retreat 
@ ???

• Western Jurisdiction Disaster response academy @ archbishop Burnett retreat center

• greater northwest Younger clergy gathering @ alton collins retreat center

• commissioning and ordination interviews @ Dumas Bay center

Note: For an updated calendar, visit pnwumc.org. Events on this 
calendar may have been added or removed from the time of 
publication.  For questions or details about events on this calendar, 
e-mail channels@pnwumc.org.

• Valentine’s Day
14


