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Connecting with stories making headlines
from the UMC into August

Whenever you see 
The Shelf icon 

beside an article in 
Channels, Regional 

Media Center Manager 
Ellen Johanson has 

carefully chosen a video 
that compliments the 
story you are reading 

in an effort to help 
further your interest 

in a particular topic or 
theme.

very year, I ask 
people in one of 
the ministries in 
my area to help 
me in creating a 
unique Christmas 
card.

This year, a nine-year old 
girl from Nuremberg in Bavaria, 
Germany, painted a wonder-
ful black angel. In the typical 
German mindset, angels have 
white skin and golden hair. The 
painting is telling me: Because 
God became a child, He is truly 
far beyond our image of what 
God might look like. And the 
angels that are ambassadors of 
God might be different than we 
would have had expected, too.

We are truly challenged to 
meet God in “the other.” We 

A  C h r i s t m A s  m e s s A g e  f r o m  B i s h o p  W e n n e r

United Methodists are in seri-
ous conflict because so far, we 
struggle to see Christ in the fac-
es of the sister and the brother 
that have different opinions on 
questions like human sexual-
ity – and we have difficulties in 
reaching out to more people, 
younger people and more di-
verse people.

Yet at Christmas, all of us 
hear the message of the angels: 

“Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring 
good news to you – wonderful, 
joyous news for all people. Your 
savior is born today!”

Wonderful, joyous news for 
all people. For me. For you. For 
those whom I like. For those 
with whom I disagree. For my 
neighbor next door. For the 
stranger far away. We all need 
a savior.

The first step in a healing 
process for our broken church is 
that we humbly come to Christ. 
Christ’s love will transform us so 
that we – by God’s grace – may 
find new ways to live together 
and to share Christ with others. 
“Glory to God in heaven, and 
on earth peace among those 
whom he favors.” 

Bishop Rosemarie Wenner serves as the President of the Council of Bishops.
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he United Methodist Gener-
al Board of Global Ministries 
is launching Generation 

Transformation, a new move-
ment that provides mission 
service opportunities for young 
adults ages 18-30. 

“Global Ministries is committed to offer-
ing mission service opportunities for young 
people all around the globe,” says Judy Y. 
Chung, associate general secretary of mis-
sionary services. “As young people are mo-
bilized to serve in mission, integrating faith 
and justice, the movement will inspire and 
transform the world.”

Three different programs offer a variety 
of options for young adults who are inter-
ested in missionary service: 

• Global Mission Fellows sends young 
adults ages 20-30 out of their home 
context for two years of mission ser-
vice. This is a faith- and justice-cen-
tered opportunity that grew out of the 
historic US-2 and Mission Intern pro-
grams. The Global Mission Fellows 
aim to engage with local communities, 

For more information, contact Melissa Hinnen, 
Director of Content & Public Information, 

mhinnen@umcmission.org.

connect the church in mission and 
grow in personal and social holiness. 
“The program’s revised structure will 
better reflect Global Ministries’ motto 
of ‘connecting the church in mission’,” 
writes Elizabeth Chun Hye Lee, the 
program’s executive secretary. “Local 
United Methodist leaders — be they 
lay leaders, pastors, missionaries and/
or campus ministers — will provide 
mentorship and support, helping Fel-
lows navigate opportunities and chal-
lenges that arise when pursuing a life 
of mission.”

• Global Justice Volunteers is a short-
term service opportunity for young 
adults ages 18-30. Small teams of vol-
unteers spend 10 weeks during June, 
July and August exploring the links 
between faith and social justice. They 
work with grassroots organizations 
around the world.

• Individual Volunteers offers individuals 
and couples the flexibility to volunteer 
for a period of two months to two years. 

Volunteers serve at placement sites all 
over the world, including the United 
States. Every effort is made to accom-
modate placement preferences. 

Applications are now open for Global 
Mission Fellows and Global Justice Volun-
teers. The next application deadline is Jan. 
15.  Young people all around the world are 
encouraged to apply now! These programs 
develop strong young leaders who are 
committed to building just communities and 
a peaceful world.

Learn more about Generation Trans-
formation at www.umcmission.org/GT or 
e-mail gmfellows@umcmission.org. Fol-
low @umcmissionGT on Twitter for pro-
gram updates.  Please keep these young 
adults in prayer along with the communities 
they will serve. Financial support can be 
made through Advance #13105Z. 

By The geNeRal BoaRd of gloBal MiNisTRies

dvent is that time of 
the church year of 
waiting and antici-
pation. We wait on 
the full glory of 
the Lord to be 
born anew as 
we celebrate 
the incarnation 

of God into our messy world once again. 
Perhaps it would be wise for us to see Ad-
vent through the eyes of a child, and har-
ken back to when we were very young and 
waited in anticipation for Christmas.

I remember as a young boy, I would 
want all of the toys that were advertised on 
a continual basis. However, the most sig-
nificant memories of Advents past surround 
our family rituals. There would always be 
the trimming of the tree a few weeks ahead 
of Christmas, where our whole family would 
gather to decorate the house. My Mom 
would make her famous Christmas cook-
ies, and we would have hot chocolate as 
we put up the family decorations. My sis-
ter and my anticipation would continue to 
build. On the Sunday before Christmas 
there were always church activities includ-
ing our Christmas pageant that we would 
partake in (and then later when I got older, I 
would direct). Christmas Eve had the whole 
family attending evening services, and then 
as a family tradition, we were able to open 
one present that evening, as a small taste 
of Santa’s coming. I could hardly sleep, but 

By BishoP gRaNT J. hagiYa

Visit greaternw.org for a link to this article as well as information on
The Greater Northwest Episcopal Area (Alaska, Pacific Northwest, Oregon-Idaho)

sleep would come quickly as a young child. 
We would arise early to find Santa had ar-
rived while we were asleep. There were no 
presents or gifts that I can specifically re-
member, but the love and care of my family 
resides deeply in my soul.

It is that deep love and acceptance of 
family that makes Christmas stand out as I 
think back as a child. Now many years later, 
it is that deep love and acceptance by God 
that provides my Advent meaning. I never 
thought about it as a child, but I now realize 
how important the church was to our fam-
ily and myself. To replay the biblical narra-
tive of the birth of the Christ child laid the 
foundation for my spiritual growth and well 
being.

It is precisely for this reason why I be-
lieve so much in the Christian church, and 
why I strive so hard to enable our church 
to thrive. My faith believes that the Church 
of Jesus Christ will never die, however, our 
United Methodist Church is going through 
major transitions, and our future as a de-
nomination in the Western world is far from 
secure. The tipping point toward a truly 
healthy church in our Greater Northwest 
Area has not been reached yet, and this is 
the reason we are pushing so hard to turn 
things around.

It is also the reason that I put so much 
stock in our Pacific Northwest’s Ministry 
Fund Drive as a vehicle towards a posi-
tive future. If we can build healthy churches 
through revitalization, start new faith com-

munities for non-churched people, and help 
eradicate malaria we can be assured of se-
curing that tipping point of growth and vital-
ity. I realize that the Ministry Fund Drive is 
focused in one annual conference, but the 
goal of one million dollars toward Imagine 
No Malaria for our greater episcopal Area, 
and the establishment of the Bishop Jack 
and Marjorie Tuell Center of Leadership Ex-
cellence will have profound effects through-
out the Area, and the whole church.

I am fully convinced that we need to have 
a successful Ministry Fund Drive to secure 
our future, but money alone will not win the 
day. Our future depends on the depth of our 
faith, the willingness for us to change, and 
the hard work it takes to be the church of 
Jesus Christ in all of its fullness. We need 
all of our prayers; presence, gifts and wit-
ness in order make our dreams fulfilled.

As we once again relive the story of our 
Savior’s birth, will you join me in the antici-
pation of seeing a new church in our future? 
See the dream, but then make the commit-
ment to bring that new church into reality. 

Be the Hope,

Bishop Grant

 



6 Channels 69 January 2014 7

Those who traveled to Portland 
had the opportunity to participate 
in a summer-long project at Beth-
lehem-House of Bread.  Youth 
helped transition this 100 year-old 
church into a community center.  
They tore down old walls, tended 
a new community garden, painted 
rooms and helped prepare the 
building to be used in a vital minis-
try that is just starting to take root 
in the Metzger neighborhood.  

Other groups that came to 
Portland spent time at Dignity Vil-
lage, a homeless community near 
the Portland airport.  Youth from 
Hillview UMC in Boise and Ta-
coma Mason UMC helped paint a 
few of the more than 40 structures 
in the village.  One youth partici-
pant wrote, “Although the work 
was fun, the really rewarding part 
of the experience was getting to 
meet some of the residents and 
hearing their stories.” 

Sometimes local churches that 
send youth away on mission trips 
are surprised by what happens in 
the life of their own church as a 
result.  Youth want to bring home 
some of what they experience.  
One of the most meaningful work-
sites this summer was the Brook-
lyn Community Gardens in SE 
Portland.  Bob Harless, an adult 
from Foothills UMC in La Mesa, 
Calif. said, “The youth were in-
spired by their work in the Brook-
lyn Community Garden and are 
in the early stages of seeing how 
we can incorporate something like 
that at our church.  You can be 
assured how touched the youth 
were and felt a calling to serve.”

Mission trips are one of the 
many tools that support and deep-
en the faith development of youth 
and adults.  We are fortunate to 
have a mission site right here in 
the Pacific Northwest that can 
make a service trip affordable for 
small local churches.  

L.A.S.T. is now starting to ac-
cept reservations for spring break 
and summer 2014.  For more in-
formation go to www.lastnw.com 
or contact the Rev. Jeff Lowery 
at revjlow@yahoo.com 541-654-
1878. 

News Now News Now

“Holy interruption up ahead
Distractions and connections

Whizzing by as I take each breath.  
God help me notice, and not walk by

Your holy interruptions.”

From Holy Interruptions
© 2013 by Jeff Lowery

his year was a fantastic 
summer of ministry at 
L.A.S.T. (Learning and 
Serving Together).  This 
mission program is de-
signed to link youth and 
young adults with ser-
vice opportunities, help-
ing participants connect 

their service to their faith.  More than 200 
people from 19 different United Methodist 
Churches traveled to the sites in Portland 

The Rev. Jeff Lowry is a deacon 
appointed to Sellwood New Faith 

Community, Portland, Ore.

or Eugene, Ore. for one of the eight week-
long summer mission trips.  Jeff Lowery and 
his L.A.S.T. staff hosted church groups from 
Montana, California, Idaho, Washington, 
and Oregon.  

Each day, youth were able to do some-
thing that made an impact on the lives of 
others, from making 2,000 lunches a day for 
a free lunch program in a park in Eugene, 
to organizing donations at a new food bank, 
to spending the day playing with at-risk 
children at a local community center.  Each 

Each evening the youth discovered how the life 
and ministry of Jesus calls us to go beyond our 
comfort zones and out into our communities.

By The Rev. Jeff loweRY

evening the youth discovered how the life 
and ministry of Jesus calls us to go beyond 
our comfort zones and out into our commu-
nities.  The theme of the summer was “Holy 
Interruptions” based on a song I composed.  
The song reminds us all to keep our eyes 
open for the many unexpected ways that 
God can break into our lives.

“I believe that holy opportunities 
Present themselves when there is a need 

Help us God to be open everywhere we go.” 

here i am lord, Missionaries of the UMC d4441
This DVD contains stories of missionaries around the world.

Change the world D2022
Making a positive difference in a hurting world, serving the 

least, lost, and lonely in Jesus’ name, spreading the Good News of 
Jesus Christ, isn’t that what Christians are supposed to do? Isn’t 
that what Mission is about? This study will guide church leaders 
into the work of global mission by helping them find ways to use 
all opportunities and aspects of church life for missional outreach, 
from worship to education to fellowship to budgeting to facilities.  
Transforming believers into disciples is Mike’s passion.  As pastor 
of Ginghamsburg UMC in Tipp City, Ohio, Mike’s church serves 
as the hands and feet of Jesus helping those in need from Dayton 
(local) to Darfur (international).

in our Midst d4810
There is more to a city than meets the eye.  Edmonds, 20 miles 

north of Seattle, has multi-million dollar homes with expansive 
views of Puget Sound.  Boutiques and expensive restaurants line 
the streets in the downtown core. It also has people who need the 
services of the food bank at Edmonds United Methodist Church.  
See how this church has met the weekly food needs for families 
over quite a period of time.

when did i see You hungry d4401
This short film by documentary filmmaker and award-winning 

author Gerard Thomas Strab is a photographic meditation on 
the plight of the poor and our responsibility to help.  The film 
features more than 250 powerful and poignant photographs from 
Mr. Strab’s book “When Did I See You Hungry?” Gerard Thomas 
Strab spent months living among the poor in the impoverished 
sections of 29 cities in nine nations: India, Brazil, Kenya, Jamaica, 
the Philippines, Mexico, Italy, Canada, and the United States.  
The photographs document the life of the poorest of the poor in 
a startling and disquieting series of intensely personal black and 
white photographs.
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ince Novem-
ber 19th I’ve 
had a lot of 
things on 
my mind, as 
have many 
of my col-
leagues at 
Boston Uni-

versity School of Theology - es-
pecially the Methodists.  Float-
ing near the top of the many 
non-school related thoughts 
was a repetition of The United 
Methodist mission statement, 
refined in 2008 to add an im-
portant finish: “The mission of 
the Church is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of the world.”  Looking 
at the state of the UMC back 
in November, it was hard to 
see how we were prepared to 
change the world.  While we are 
doing great work in the world 
and have things to be proud of 
(UMCOR, Imagine No Malaria), 
we are also a broken church.

In order to transform the 
world, I believe we must first be 
able to transform our church.  
And in order to transform the 
church, we must first be trans-
formed ourselves.  As Method-
ists, our heritage and theology 
calls us to live at the intersection 
of social holiness and personal 
piety.  We here in the Northwest 

Nico Romeijn-Stout is a student at the Boston University School of Theology and
is a member of The Pacific Northwest Conference of The United Methodist Church.

By NiCo RoMeiJN-sToUT

are particularly good at rec-
ognizing our call to social holi-
ness.  We are willing and able 
to be prophetic voices on issues 
of societal concern, sometimes 
before they enter the secular 
spotlight even (how many of our 
churches serve fair trade coffee 
for example?).  But do we have 
a deep sense of personal piety 
to undergird our social witness?

Paul’s “ethical manifesto” (a 
phrase I’m borrowing from Wal-
ter Brueggemann, a theologian 
and Hebrew Bible scholar) in 
Romans 12 lays out the life at 
the intersection.  Go ahead and 
grab your Bible and follow along 
with me (really, I can wait).  Paul 
starts with us as individuals: 
we are first called to be trans-
formed so that we “may discern 
what is the will of God – what 
is good and acceptable and 
perfect.”  Our place as trans-
formed individuals is then within 

the one body of Christ – “so we, 
who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are 
members of one another.”  Our 
actions as transformed mem-
bers of the body of Christ, the 
Church universal, are inevitably 
social.  Brueggemann calls this 
“holiness as relational engage-
ment” (in his “Vision for a New 
Church in a New Century”).  As 
a Methodist, I see this as our 
charge to social holiness ac-
complished through our indi-
vidual transformations.

What does all of this have 
to do with our broken church?  
As I look at the United Method-
ist Church today, I see a church 
that is not able to fully love one 
another, not able to honor the 
contributions of each member 
of the body, and is forgetful of 
the fact that we belong to each 
other.  As I was writing this ar-
ticle, I paused to read a blog 

post from a person I recently 
met at Exploration.  In it, she 
writes: “It is with immense pain 
in my heart that I confess to 
you, my beloved United Meth-
odist Church, that I have to 
leave the ordination process 
in order to follow God.”  This 
young woman was not raised 
a Christian, but found the UMC 
to be a welcoming church after 
painful experiences in another 
tradition.  She has a strong and 
vibrant call to work with people 
on the margins of society.  Her 
gifts and graces for ministry are 
abundant and evident, and yet 
we (not “you” or “they,” but we) 
have forced her out.  How many 
more will follow her?

Church, God has blessed 
me with this opportunity to write 
to you.  And here’s the take-
home message: we must allow 
ourselves to be transformed, 
because we must transform 
this church.  Without the trans-
formation of our church, I have 
less and less faith in our ability 
to live into our mission to trans-
form the world.

May God bless you and me 
and all of us together on the 
path ahead of us. 

As I look at the United Methodist 
Church today, I see a church that is 

not able to fully love one another, not 
able to honor the contributions of each 
member of the body, and is forgetful of 
the fact that we belong to each other.

The wesleyan way d2034
John Wesley lived approximately 300 years ago - but the Christianity he taught, practiced 

and preached still matters to people now. Wesleyan Christianity based on grace is challeng-
ing and rewarding, revolutionary and edgy. This DVD features interviews with Wesleyan 
Christians who are making a difference. The program consists of a leader guide, participant 
booklet and eight 10-minute sessions covering such topics as following Christ is a way of 
life, love and grace can turn your life around, you are not alone, you can transform yourself 
and the world, inviting others on the Christian life journey and love ultimately wins.

a disciple’s Path d3046
This kit contains resources that provide an engaging approach to discipleship from a 

distinctly Wesleyan perspective. It can be used as a course for new members or a renewal 
course for existing members. The program guides individuals to take the next step in dis-
cipleship and become dynamic, engaged followers of Jesus Christ. The study combines 
a Wesleyan understanding of God’s love and grace with time-tested practices of spiritual 
discipline and encourages members to uphold the church with their prayers, presence, gifts, 
service and witness. Participants will develop spiritual practices, discover their unique gifts, 
and become engaged in transformative ministry.

Key United Methodist Beliefs B005
 This book discusses key beliefs of United Methodism including the Trinity, Humans, 

Sin, Salvation, the Church, Sacraments, the Bible and Creeds, and how Wesleyans should 
live. Endorsed by a number of Methodist leaders, the back cover of this book sums up its 
contents: deepen your faith and enrich your life through this study of core Methodist beliefs.

Insights Insights
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By The Rev. PaUl gRaves [elderadvocates@nctv.com]

E HAVE MET THE ENEMY, 
AND HE IS US.”  That fa-
mous quote from the car-
toon character Pogo was 

first seen on Earth Day 1971.  As Pogo and 
his friend Porkypine sat on a big tree root in 
the Okefenokee Swamp, they stared at all 
the trash covering the swamp’s floor.  

Porkypine says, “It is hard walking on 
this stuff.”  Pogo looks at his friend and sim-
ply says, “Yep, son, we have met the enemy 
and he is us.”

Pogo’s creator, Walt Kelly, paraphrased 
a military quote from 1813.  Pogo’s words 
offer a penetrating way to capture a truth we 
too often conveniently forget: there seem to 
be two people living in a single body!

So how do I reconcile the “me” I try to be, 
with the enemy who is also me?  Join me in 
this question!  Join me too as I reflect on an 
exciting twist I recently discovered.  

The twist came in words from Jesus:  
“Love your enemies.”  I have always thought 
of those “enemies” as being out there: per-
sons, attitudes, events out there.  

But what if Jesus was sneaky enough to 
also be suggesting the enemy inside each of 
us?  Then his words might become: “Love 
your enemy, especially when ‘he is us.”

Challenge yourself to look differently at 
Matthew 5: 43-48.  How might Jesus’ words 
reflect his attitude toward the “enemy with-
in” ourselves?  

But why would older adults even have 
an “enemy within”?  Because we are hu-
man beings too, albeit with more grey hair 
and wrinkles perhaps.  Older adults wrestle 
with the same enemies within as younger 
people do.  With our added experience, we 
can only hope we’ve a fuller understanding 
on how to approach the tussle.  

How can we possibly love the enemy 
within ourselves?  We know that enemy too 
well to love.  Nah, I don’t think so.  

We mostly know what our egos drive 
us to know.  Too often, our egos are ei-
ther stretched big like a balloon ready to 
pop; or look like a deflated balloon lying 
on the cold, hard floor.  

Crazy love d1035
This study guide and DVD is about love-

-God’s incredible love for us and our love 
for God. Is love transforming your life? Do 
you really understand God’s unlimited, re-
lentless love? Does your love for God drive 
your life? This study will help you think 
through God’s love and how it should trans-
form all aspects of your being.  This study 
for individuals and small groups is based on 
the book titled Crazy Love by Francis Chan.

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the chair of The Commission on Older Adult Ministries for the PNWUMC.

I think my mother had trouble pulling her 
ego off that cold floor.  She grew up very 
poor and was raised by stoic Swedish par-
ents who appeared to be more demanding 
than loving.  Mom’s last year was spent as 
a hospice client.  

I visited Mom and Dad one day here just 
after a Hospice aide had helped Mom get 
ready for her day.  After the young woman 
had gone on her way, Mom mentioned how 
embarrassing it was to have someone help 
her like that.  “I’ve lost all my modesty”, she 
said.  

Something prompted me to say, “Well 
Mom, you may have lost your modesty, but 
you’ll never lose your dignity.” I think most 
of her life, my mom had mixed up modesty 
and dignity.  They may be cousins, but they 
aren’t identical twins.  There are times to be 
modest.  But the bigger challenge is to live 
with dignity at all times.

Where do we get that dignity?  Stores 
don’t sell it, though we pretend we can buy 
dignity.  Whatever status appeals to us 
doesn’t come with dignity attached.  In fact, 
nothing we can do brings dignity to us.  Be-
cause it is already deep within us.  

Maybe we simply don’t remember, or 
maybe we don’t know this: soul-dignity, not 
ego, is the essence of our being.  I’m not 
sure Mom really understood that, at least 
deep-down.  I wish she had.  

She was a very religious person for 
many years.  But I wondered if she really 
embraced her dignity as a gift that went be-
yond being a faithful church person and a 
“good” person.

Jesus’ call to “love your enemy” is a call 
to be more naturally human, not more reli-
gious.  He calls us to let our enemy bring 
out the best in us, not the worst.  We meet 
the enemy every day that we are honest 
with ourselves.  he is us.  

But when we can love that enemy, the 
great thing that happens is we are both 
transformed.  We are no longer enemies. 
We learn to love one another at a depth we 
didn’t even know exists within us. 

Three simple Questions d2030
This study is based on a resource by 

Rueben P. Job titled Three Simple Rules. 
How people answer these three simple 
questions: “who is God, who am I, who are 
we together?” has a big impact on what 
they believe, how they live and how they 
relate to others.  This DVD helps reinforce 
connections between Bishop Job’s book 
and scripture.  A leader guide for adults and 
for youth and children is included so that 
the study can be conducted on a church-
wide basis.

Download Now! bit.ly/fmmo-pnwumc
Insights
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JaNUaRY 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
• CCoYaM @ TBd

12 13 14
• Board of 

Congregational 
development @ 
PNwUMC

15 16
• Board of discipleship 

@ PNwUMC

17 18

19 20
• Martin luther King, Jr. 

day (The Conference 
office is Closed)

21 22
• Regional Media Center 

Resource day @ 
PNwUMC

23 24 25
• Roots and wings: 

Puget sound district 
Training events @ 
Marysville UMC

26 27 28 29 30
• annual Conference 

worship Team @ 
PNwUMC

31
• 
• 
• CCoYM @ vancouver: 

first UMC

1

• indianola escape Youth workers Retreat
 @ Camp indianola

• Jubilate! worship arts institute (Jwai)
 @ haller lake UMC

feBRUaRY 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2 3 4 5
• Board of 

Congregational 
development @ 
PNwUMC

6 7 8
• CCoYaM @ TBd
• Roots and wings: 

Puget sound district 
Training events @ 
sequim UMC

9 10 11 12 13
• lake institute Update

14
• valentine’s day

15

16 17
• Presidents’ day (The 

Conference office is 
Closed)

18 19 20
• Board of discipleship 

@ PNwUMC

21 22
• Certified lay Minister 

Training @ PNwUMC

23 24 25 26 27 28 1

• Jubilate! worship arts institute (Jwai)
 @ haller lake UMC

• PNw Cabinet @ PNwUMC

• five day academy for spiritual formation @ Palisades Retreat Center

• indianola escape 
Youth workers Retreat 
@ Camp indianola

New Year’s Day
(Conference Office

is Closed)

MLK image courtesy of Wikipedia.  For more info on this image, http://bit.ly/1g0FxoI

For an updated calendar, visit pnwumc.org


