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Connecting with stories making the headlines from the UMC into May

rom shock, 
fear and 
anger to 
mourning, 

emotions have run the 
gamut this week as 
U.S. conferences have 
dealt with tragedies of 
many scales.

Throughout the 
challenges, United 
Methodists across the 
connection have told us how they saw God 
at work even in the most trying moments.

Boston Area Bishop Sudarshana Devad-
har of the New England Annual (regional) 
Conference, said in a letter to the confer-
ence after the Boston Marathon bombings 
that the “outpouring of love and support 
from friends and colleagues in our Unit-
ed Methodist connection has been over-
whelming and wonderful.”

As the events in Boston continued to 
hold the city in their grip at week’s end, he 
offered a prayer for all. “Let us continue to 
be in deep prayer for God’s grace, peace, 
justice and love to prevail, everywhere in 
our neighborhoods, towns and villages, cit-
ies, nations and the world,” he said.

Bishop Mike Lowry of the Central Texas 
Conference, which includes the town of 
West, noted in a blog: “Collectively this 
has been a hard week. News of the tragic 
terrorist bombing at the Boston Marathon 
was joined (on April 17) by the massive ex-
plosion here at home in West, Texas. While 
Boston may be distant, we still reach out 
instinctively with our prayer and our care. 
The town of West is in the heart of our con-
ference. This tragedy is close to home and 
touches our lives much more intimately. 
Here, too, we reach out with the love and 
care of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The Rev. Lisa Caine, pastor of Oconee 

Whenever you see The Shelf icon beside an article in Channels, 
Regional Media Center Manager Ellen Johanson has carefully 
chosen a video that compliments the story you are reading in an 
effort to help further your interest in a particular topic or theme.

By the united Methodist news seRvice

Street United 
Methodist Church 
in Athens, Ga., re-
flected on the loss 
of the church’s 
building in a fire 
this week. “The 
building may be 
gone, but our min-
istry and mission 
are alive and well, 
and we go forward 

trusting in God’s goodness and the future 
that awaits us,” she wrote. “We are as-
sured by the words of Isaiah 41:10, ‘Do not 
fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, 
for I am your God. I will strengthen you; I 
will help you; I will uphold you with my 
victorious right hand.’”

At an interfaith service Thursday in 
Boston, President Barack Obama said, 
“Scripture tells us to ‘run with endurance 
the race that’s set before us’” and noted 
that, “We will all be with you as you learn 
to stand and walk and, yes, run again. Of 
that I have no doubt. You will run again. 
You will run again!”

Bishop Gary Mueller of the Arkansas 
Conference wrote Thursday on Facebook:

“It’s been a week of tragedies. Some — 
like the Boston Marathon bombing — have 
been intentional in order to bring death, 
chaos and fear. Others — like the explosion 
of the fertilizer plant in West, Texas — may 
have been caused by human error, but peo-
ple would have done anything to stop it if 
only they had known.

“Still others — like the storms in Okla-
homa last evening — are simply and sadly 
the results of humanity being in the path of 
nature. And, then, there are the countless 
daily personal tragedies — like the death of 
children from starvation, sexual abuse, ad-
diction, the breakup of families and terrible 

Continue to page 5, “God is actively...”

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar addresses the 2008 United Methodist General Conference in Fort Worth, Texas. 
Devadhar said in a letter to the New England Annual (regional) Conference following the bombing at the Bos-
ton Marathon that the outpouring of love and support from friends and colleagues in our United Methodist 
connection has been overwhelming and wonderful. UMNS file photos by Mike DuBose.
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By alexx wood Photos by wikipedia, Mike duBose

little more 
than 24 hours 
after explo-
sions rocked 
the Boston 
Marathon, 
killing three 

and injuring scores of others, 
United Methodists in Boston 
opened their doors and gath-
ered to grieve, pray, cry out to 
God, and find a way toward 
healing in the midst of the 
pain of the city. 

Less than two miles from the 
blast sites, a service of prayer 
and healing was held at Old 
West Church, a United Meth-
odist congregation. The church 
- part of the Metro Boston Hope 
District of the New England 
Conference - is located in Bos-
ton’s downtown neighborhood 
between government center 
and Mass General Hospital, 
where some of the victims of 
the bombings were taken. One 
hundred people attended the 
service, arranged jointly by 
Revs. LaTrelle Miller Easter-
ling, district superintendent; 
Marion Easterling, pastor of 
Old West Church; and Jay Wil-
liams, pastor of Union UMC in 
Boston’s South End. Ms. Ruby 
Blake, district lay leader and 
Union UMC member, also par-
ticipated in the service.

At the same time, dozens of 
churches from Rhode Island 
to Maine scheduled services 
for their own communities, 
and many others are opening 
their sanctuaries throughout 
the week.

Although visibly moved as 
he addressed the congregation, 
particularly when speaking of 
the grief of those families who 
lost loved ones in such a shock-
ing and violent act, Boston Area 
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 
offered words of comfort and 
hope to those gathered. While 
acknowledging that we are still 
struggling with questions and 
with forgiveness, he shared 
words from Samuel Wells in a 
recent Christian Century article: 
“Forgiveness shouldn’t be the 
last thing Christians have to say 
in the face of injustice. It should 
be the first thing.” The bishop 

illnesses — that never make the news.
“When any tragedy strikes, you prob-

ably ask, ‘God, where are you in all of this?’ 
Although some people may argue that God 
is responsible because God allows it to hap-
pen, God’s not responsible for any tragedy. 
God’s not punishing sinful people. God’s 
not concocting some large-scale teachable 
moment. God’s not instigating suffering to 
bring about some greater good.

“But just because God’s not responsible 
does not mean that God is not present. Be-
cause God is. Fully present. Personally pres-
ent. Actively present. And this God is invit-
ing you to experience God’s transforming 
love in the most unexpected ways as love 
defeats hate, hope replaces despair, healing 
occurs in the midst of brokenness and life 
emerges out of the ashes of death.” 

God is actively present during 
times of tragedy

Continued from page 3

ishop Grant Hagiya has an-
nounced the appointment 
of Rev. Julia Reinholz as the 
new Seven Rivers District 

Superintendent effective July 1.
 “Rev. Reinholz currently serves Bat-
tleground United Methodist Church, 
and brings a wealth of secular experi-
ence in management and leadership.  
As a second career clergywoman, Juli 
is well poised to address the adap-
tive leadership context that we now 
find ourselves in.  She brings vision, 
system analysis, and the ability to 
handle complex situations.  At this 
time in our history, we need bold and 
dynamic reflective-practitioners, and 
I have great confidence that Juli will 
fulfill this role.”

urged the faithful to remain 
centered in Christ and to find 
our comfort in knowing that 
we serve a God of justice, love, 
and peace. “We must remember 
our calling to be agents of God’s 
love and peace in our commu-
nities and in our world.”

United Methodist clergy and 
laity from all over the district 
attended the service, and many 
participated in the liturgy, offer-
ing prayers, readings, and sto-
ries. Many tears were shed as 
the names of those killed were 
spoken aloud, including 8-year 
old Martin William Richard, 
whose mother and sister are 
still recovering from serious in-
juries also caused by the blasts.

Midway through the ser-
vice, Superintendent Easterling 
told the story of Stan Smith, a 
young adult member of Union 
UMC, who was a participant, 

running in his very first Boston 
Marathon. He was about four 
miles from the race’s end when 
the explosions happened, al-
though at that time he was 
unaware of what was unfold-
ing until he came closer to the 
finish line. By then the scene 
was crowded with emergency 
vehicles and the response was 
underway. He recounted some 
of his experience later in a writ-
ten piece on his blog, as the 
full realization and trauma of 
the events began to reach him. 
The district superintendent in-
vited Smith to come forward, 
and many of the clergy in at-
tendance also came forward, 
laying hands upon Smith in a 
special time of healing prayer.

As the congregation shared 
more prayers and hymns, 
Superintendent Easterling 
led the gathering to begin to 

move from tears into hope. She 
shared words from the Rev. 
Steve Garnaas-Holmes, pas-
tor of St. Matthew’s UMC in 
Acton, Mass., who wrote that 
we must be the people who 
have “the courage to be gen-
tle.” In the face of violence and 
hatred and despair, he says, 
“the world needs people who 
choose love over fear.” 

In the written reflection 
that Superintendent Easterling 
shared, Rev. Garnaas-Holmes 
admitted that love is not easy. 
He compared it to a marathon. 

“It takes dedication and 
training and a lot of commit-
ment. It’s not for the faint-
hearted…Love takes guts. It 
takes faith, confidence that a 
greater love is at work even 
when we cannot see it. And it 
takes patience, like a marathon 
— the willingness to go the dis-

tance, to keep at it when your body cries, 
“Quit!,” when your mind thinks of better 
things to do, when pain and weariness 
make you want to give up —it takes guts 
to keep going anyway.”

“The Via Dolorosa is the toughest 
race,” Garnaas-Holmes continued. “To 

share in the world’s pain and sadness, 
and still keep up hope and love — that 
is the world’s oldest marathon. The good 
news is that we do not run alone. Nor do 
we run on our own energy: we are moved 
by the desire of God for the healing of the 
world.” 

Alexx Wood serves as the director of Communications for the New England Conference

Aftermath of the 2013 Boston marathon bombing show people helping others from the scene. 
Learn more about this image at http://bit.ly/17Gyknu

United Methodist Communications, the global communications agency of The United Methodist Church, 
publicized a message of caring and hope on Wednesday, April 17, 2013, in the Boston Globe and the 
Boston Herald after the bombings April 15 at the Boston Marathon. Photo by Mike DuBose.
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Journey in Mission - United Methodist Women (d5007)
“We really do have 
to accept that Europe 
and North America 
need to be re-
evangelized.” -Mercy 
Amba Oduyoye

“We may be see-
ing in the coming 
century a change, 
whereby the Chris-
tian faith is a reli-
gion of relatively 
poor people who are 
spreading it among 
relatively poor peo-
ple.” -Andrew F. Walls

Explore in this 
DVD produced by United Methodist Women, some of the major 
mission challenges Christians must face in the 21st century:

• Mission among the world’s poor, ministry to children and youth
• The impact of globalization and reconciliation among nations and peoples 

The DVD contains creative activities for church groups to par-
ticipate in God’s transforming mission in the 21st century.

God’s Transforming Mission (d5601) 
This is a two-disc resource (disc 1 = 

DVD and disc 2 = CD ROM of resource 
info) to introduce the United Methodist 
Women and their work in mission. It con-
tains mission stories. Postage fee is waived 
to encourage promotion and participation 
in the United Methodist Women.

“Extremely useful. Used with adults in 
UMW. Very interesting and helpful infor-
mation for our UMW Quite Day of Prayer 
and Self-Denial. I will use this again in the 
future. Thank you.”- Rev. Letha Essinger

Haiti: Religion’s Response to Disaster (D1002)
This 30-minute documentary 

shows how faith-based organi-
zations including Church World 
Service, Catholic Relief Services, 
UMCOR and others such as Men-
nonite and Jewish Relief Agencies 
have responded and continue to 
respond to the devastating earth-
quake that occurred in Haiti in 
2010. Although  several years have 
passed since that traumatic event, 
relief work is by its nature long-
term and faith-based organizations 
are uniquely committed to long-
term development assistance. With 
more than 325,000 people dead 
from this earthquake, the need for assistance in every aspect of life 
can not be underestimated, yet the dignity, faith, and hard-work of 
the Haitian people is inspiring as they survive daily amongst ter-
rible conditions and move towards recovery and healing.

Mission u is the new name for the Cooperative School of Chris-
tian Mission.  It’s not too late to register!  Join us in Ellensburg July 
12 - 15, 2013.  Learn how to “Live Sacramentally and Walk Justly,” 
get acquainted with the “Roma of Europe,” and gain a new per-
spective on “Poverty” and what action we can personally take on 
this prevalent issue.

“I’ve attended Mission u five times over the past five years.  I’ve 
been going since I was in second grade!  I have learned so much, 
which is what has brought me back year after year!  The mission 
studies have taught me so much about the world and all the things 
I can do to help within it.  I’ve learned what it was like to live as an 
early Native American; experienced (in role play) the restrictions 
placed on Palestinians living in the Holy Land; and I’ve even gotten 
to do service projects at Lazy F and a local food bank.  Through the 
years, I’ve become friends with youth from all over the Conference!  
The youth class usually bonds by doing fun activities like swim-
ming, bowling, and going out for frozen yogurt!  And, of course, 
who wouldn’t love getting to stay in a college dorm for a weekend?  
After five years, I’m ready for my sixth:  Mission u 2013!”

nica sY
UMC youth, 14 years old

“Joan has been trying to get me to go to Mission u for many 
years and I have always had reasons/excuses not to go—don’t 
we all?  Well, two years ago I was asked to lead “The Journey” 
and I had a great experience.  The training is one of the best I 
have been to and well worth the time and energy.  Leaders are 
trained nationally and they then train people in the Jurisdictions 
to lead the events and then at the Conference event all those 
who attend are encouraged to take their learnings and share 
them in the local church.”

“This is one of the best offerings the Church provides for both 
lay and clergy and is a wonderful example of UMW and the wider 
church working very well together.  If you get an opportunity to at-
tend or to be a leader then take it!  For clergy there is an extra bonus 
as this counts toward our continuing education requirements and 
it will enrich your ministry.  This event is very much a grassroots 
experience, not something else from the top down.”

the Rev. keith hackett
UMC clergyman

“My first experience with the Cooperative School of Christian 
Mission was many years ago at Eastern Washington University.  
One of the members of my local unit asked me to attend with her.  
There were such great classes I have kept returning.  The in-depth 
studies on the books of the Bible have led me to do more reading 
and studying on my own.  The studies on the Russian Orthodox 
Church and Islam helped me to grow in my own faith journey.  The 
geographic studies taught things about people and cultures around 
the world you don’t get from the media.  Meeting other United 
Methodists from around the Conference during the class times 
expanded my involvement in United Methodist Women and the 
church.  Come to Mission u and bring a friend from your church!”

shaRon stovall
UMW Inland District President

“I’ve had such a great experience the last two summers at the 
Cooperative School of Missions, now Mission u.  Sometimes I 
think about the church year in relation to how infrequently as a 
pastor I take time to read or study in-depth about missions. It’s 
then that I realize all over again how grateful I am that there is a 
place in our UM church body that is in touch, that studies what’s 
going on in global missions, and knows what’s going on.  United 
Methodist Women are in touch, they study and they know.  Our 
local church and my ministry are enriched by the lives of those 
who avail themselves of this time of study. Worship, plenaries, 
elective classes, meal times of fellowship, times for quick walks 
or naps, each and every moment at Mission u was enriching for 
me, and I know would be for any United Methodist, clergy or lay.  
First-timers are especially blessed, so go!  It really is something 
everyone should do once, twice, every year.”

Rev. Mike gRaef
UMC clergyman

“My Cooperative 
School of Christian Mis-
sion experience began 
in 1995.  It grew out of a 
persistent invitation from 
a highly regarded, faith-
ful, local United Meth-
odist Women member.  
One School attended and 
I was hooked!  The all 
school study on Eccle-
siastes mesmerized me 
as Kohelet (Rev. Russ Meyer) taught us from his stool on 
the Eastern Washington University stage.  A study on the 
United Nations gave me so much new insight and under-
standing that eventually led to my participation in a UMW 
U.N. Seminar that was life-changing.  Our local UMW unit 
started a Reading Program group that year and I shared 
the text and some of the things I learned.  What I witnessed 
in that group as a result of the U.N. study gave testimony 
to the quality and importance of the relevant, comprehen-
sive studies CSOCM provide.  The texts, study leaders, 
fellow class members all have expanded and enriched 
my world.  I am so grateful for all the mission informa-
tion received. That has led to a growing passion for mis-
sions including initiating (with much help, of course) our 
County’s first ever CWS CROP Hunger Walk.  Now, as 
the 2013 Assistant Dean, I have come to appreciate fully 
the extensive time and effort put forth by dozens to give 
us this amazing mission education event.  Having a “co-
operative” school in our Conference allows us to benefit 
from sharing not only inter-generationally but with UMW 
and non-UMW members from the church at large.”   

JudY diRks
UMW – Assistant Dean

Mission u

When

July 12-15, 2013
Where

Central Washington University
Ellensburg, Wash.
Registration Cost

Full-Time:
Weekend
Package:

(July 12-14)
Commuter

$290.00 $240.00 $195.00
Website

www.pnwumw.org

By JudY diRks
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In 2010 a child died in Sub- Saharan Africa every 30 seconds 
from malaria. In 2012 a child died every 60 seconds.

Ensure you or some in your church contributes to UMCOR 
Imagine no Malaria, or another UMCOR choice (check umcmis-
sion.org) in 2013, and build a column of Mission on the 5 Column 
of Mission challenge. Send a gift through your church to the Con-
ference office with this number UMCOR Advance #3021190 for 
Imagine no Malaria.  

Renewal (d2021)
There is a growing religious 

environmental movement in 
our world today that is moving 
beyond specific issues such as 
pollution, recycling, or environ-
mental awareness to advocate 
and practice instead a holistic 
care for creation as a basic as-
pect of faith. This movement is 
diverse in faith beliefs but unit-
ed in action. We need to change 
our fundamental views of how 
we as humans relate to the earth 
and each other if we hope to sur-
vive and lead sustainable lives. 
Our impact on earth has the po-
tential to be destructive or con-
structive depending on how we 
choose to live. This documen-
tary comprised of many stories 
is engaging, powerful, inspirational, and instructive. It can be used by 
anyone concerned about a sustainable future. 

Nine segments present diverse stories including:

• a crime against creation, going green, food for faith, ancient roots,
• compassion in action, eco-justice, sacred celebration, interfaith 

power and light and nature meditations.

To learn more visit: www.renewalproject.net
Per Molly Shaw of University Temple in Seattle: “I would highly rec-

ommend this DVD to congregations who are working with Earth Minis-
try to understand and apply “greening” practices in their churches and 
personal lives.”    

FEaturESFEaturES

Broken Limbs: Apples, 
Agriculture & the New 
american farmer

(d4286)  
Apple farming is big business 

in Eastern Washington. Some 
people say that Washington 
apples are the best in the world 
and the fertile Washington state 
orchards that produce them are 
like the Garden of Eden; yet oth-
ers say the future looks grim in 
the “The Apple Capital of the 
World”. Filmmaker, Guy Evans, 
sets out on a journey to discover 
why his own father is losing his 
livelihood as an apple grower 
and why his father’s situation 
is not unique. Apple growers by 
the thousands are going out of 
business, so what went wrong? This is an excellent documentary for any-
one concerned about caring for creation, living a sustainable lifestyle, the 
purity of the food chain, and practicing a God-centered view of steward-
ship. Ron Kriesel of Oak Grove UMC in Oregon says “very interesting 
subject, informative, can make for a good discussion group.” Also note 
that viewer and teacher guides are available on the DVD.

Funds from the annual Peace With Justice Offering are split 
between the PNW Conference which provided this grant and the 

General Board of Church and Society (GBCS). Local congregations 
and United Methodist related organizations may apply. Go to bit.

ly/umc-grants for information about their grant program.

n 2012, New Earth Farm received 
a PNW Peace With Justice Grant. 
New Earth Farm or Tierra Nueva 
is a small organic farm seeking 
to cultivate God’s Kingdom in 
Skagit Valley through growing 
organic produce for local sale, 
providing advocacy and support 
for marginalized families, and 
promoting sustainable agricul-
ture and healthy lifestyles. Here 
is their report.

The project went great this summer. The grant 
money was definitely a help with our demonstration 
kitchen, and the ability to serve samples and have 
cooking classes has been a lot of fun. To be honest, it’s 
been one of the highlights of this season. We have a 
woman from Tierra Nueva’s recovery house that has 
volunteered each Monday to cook up samples from 
the week’s harvest. It’s been a delight, not only being 
able to taste the fruit of our labor, but also because of 
the care and attention she invests in her culinary craft.

Around July when we received the grant, we were 
just finishing the renovation on the kitchen. We had 
several people who were passionate about cooking 
with local food and fresh ingredients, but everyone 
was too busy to come and cook with us. Right around 
that time Alice* had relocated to the Skagit Valley 
to live at the Faith House, Tierra Nueva’s recovery 
house for women. As it turns out she was the perfect 
fit: not only did she have over eleven years experi-
ence as an assistant chef in Seattle, she really enjoyed 
finding fun and easy recipes for the weekly share and 
serving up samples of her delectable delights. Her 
presence each Monday with us has brought so much 
joy and light to our weekly harvest. She is beginning 
to offer cooking classes for folks who want the full 
Farm to Table experience: an hour of harvesting in the 
field with the farmers, and two hours cooking in the 
kitchen with Alice. We couldn’t have asked for a bet-
ter outcome for our little Cooking Shack. 

By ann eachus
By Joan hackett

UMCOR
UMCOR, the United Methodist Com-

mittee on Relief is probably the most 
well-known of the 5 columns of Mission. 
UMCOR’s mission is to alleviate suffering 
whether caused by war, conflict or disaster. 
Beginning in 1940, it has expanded to over 
80 countries around the world including 
the US. OGHS, One Great Hour of Sharing 
(highlighted in the previous issue of Chan-
nels) supports the administrative costs so 
100% of gifts go to the designated disaster 
or long term project.

New World Outlook (the mission mag-
azine of the United Methodist Church) for 
March April 2013 focuses on UMCOR’s 
Global Reach and the Christian Response 
in Humanitarian Aid. UMCOR raised 
over $36 million in 2011 and disbursed 
over $13 million in Haiti (2012 figures not 
available yet). UMCOR is a good steward 
of God’s gifts. UMCOR’s top ratings by 
both Charity Navigator and the American 
Institute of Philanthropy attest to UM-
COR’s financial accountability.

Imagine No Malaria
Malaria—recognizable by early symptoms of fever, vomiting, 

and headache—is transmitted by the Anopheles mosquito, and can 
result in anemia, coma, and death if left untreated. 

Every year it kills 700,000 people, mostly children and pregnant 
women in sub-Saharan Africa.

Malaria is 100% preventable, treatable and beatable.
In 2000, 3% of households in Sub-Saharan Africa owned one 

insecticide treated bed net. In 2012, the number of households 
rose at 53% 

Joan Hackett serves as the Conference Secretary of Global Ministries for the PNWUMC.
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t the edge of Thurston 
County lies the town of 
Rochester, Wash.  It’s 
a small community of 
about 1800 – and with-
in this ‘bedroom com-
munity’ lies Rochester 

United Methodist Church.  One of its sig-
nature ministries is the Community Closet 
– collecting and providing clean clothing to 
people in need.  This ministry played a key 
part in providing clothes to those affected 
by the floods in Lewis County in 2007.  

The Rochester Community Closet is 
open on Mondays, from 4-6 p.m.; Wednes-
days 3-5 p.m.; and Fridays 10 a.m. – Noon; 
and closed on Holidays.  The Closet re-
ceives many of its donations from the lo-
cal community.  But, they also have re-
ceived donations from companies such 
as Costco (clothing), TransAlta (grants for 

Visit bit.ly/rumc_communitycloset to learn more 
about RUMC’s Community Closet

Special thanks to Jim Truitt.
Jesse N. Love serves as the print & publications 

manager for the PNWUMC.

clothing, facilities), and Great Wolf Lodge 
(mattresses).  The Closet washes clothes 
on site at the Church and has a furniture 
warehouse in Centralia.

June Gelvin is a volunteer for the Com-
munity Closet and has served for almost 
six years.  Gelvin anticipates that around 
30 families will drop by when they open 
their doors the following day.  Of those 
in the community who visit, around 2/3 
are white and 1/3 are Mexican, ranging 
between the ages of 30-60.  Around 4-5 
volunteers help manage the Closet when 
it is open for a few hours. 

Gene Weaver is the lay leader and serves 
on the Board of Trustees for Rochester 
UMC.  Weaver shares that the Community 
Closet was open for almost 119 days in 2012.  
With approximately 1500 people signing in, 
this represents about 5100 family members 
receiving support and over 29,000 articles 

of clothing distributed.  
In neighboring Lewis County, there is a 

high rate of unemployment (13.4% accord-
ing to data from the US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics).  Having a clothing bank like 
Rochester’s Community Closet serves to 
provide not only resources in the commu-
nity, but also offers a spiritual-emotional 
need as well.  Heather Sparkman, pastor of 
RUMC, feels that the Community Closet is 

a ministry that nurtures relationships out-
side of the four walls of the Church.  “We 
are in constant contact with our commu-
nity, always asking how we can make a dif-
ference,” shares Sparkman.  “Asking how 
we can support or have a compassionate 
response to the needs – the needs for school 
supplies, backpacks, or if someone is mov-
ing into a house and they don’t have any-
thing – the people here will respond.”

The Community Closet ministry at 
Rochester UMC has also been a great way 
to welcome new people to church.  “It’s 
a draw not just for people to come to the 
Community Closet, but for folks search-
ing for a church.  We might be one of 
those places people come to because of 
our activity here and in the community,” 
shares Sparkman.

The Community Closet at Rochester 

UMC continues to provide resources for 
the people of this town and works to re-
spond as it is called by God to serve the 
spiritual needs of this community. 

By Jesse n. love

Rochester UMC’s Community Closet 
reaches out to its residents in need

Rochester UMC’s Pastor Heather Sparkman, Gene Weaver, and June Gelvin
and the Rochester Community Closet.

June Gelvin pictured with clothing 
donations at the Rochester UMC 
Community Closet.  The Rochester 
Community Closet is open on Mondays, 
from 4-6 p.m.; Wednesdays 3-5 p.m.; and 
Fridays 10 a.m. – Noon; and closed on 
Holidays.  

Visit bit.ly/rumc_communitycloset for 
more info.
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am a 22 year-old 
biological an-
thropology ma-
jor preparing to 
graduate from 
Western Washing-
ton University in 

46 days…but who’s counting? 
Ever since I declared my ma-
jor, the question I got asked the 
most (which I’m sure all you 
graduates are being asked) is, 
“What are you going to do after 
you graduate?” Seriously, if I 
had a nickel… Anyways, I gave 
typical answers in the form of, 
“Get a job.” I was reading a 
letter I wrote to myself when 
I was eight years old, and my 
biggest dream was to become 
a cashier at Safeway because 
of my fascination of scanning 
an item. I quickly grew out of 
this while working at Aber-
crombie & Fitch where I real-
ized I don’t have the patience 
to stand there and scan all day. 
But, I did realize that I enjoyed 
working with people, and if I 
can enjoy it at Abercrombie & 
Fitch, I can definitely enjoy it 

By Yvonne agduYeng

anywhere…but I digress. 
I grew up going to a youth 

camp called Christmas Insti-
tute, where I listened (yup, lis-
tened) to my call for the first 
time. For some reason, I equat-
ed hearing my call with having 
everything figured out, which 
(surprise!) wasn’t the case. 

“What are you going to do 
after you graduate?” The truth 
was, I had no clue. Working in 
the church wasn’t something I 
gave thought to; much less see 
myself smack dab in the middle 
of it. As I discerned my call fur-
ther, I learned a very important 
lesson: always remember to be 
open to things that aren’t in my 

direct line of vision (cue light 
bulb). I can plan and plan all 
I want but situations change, 
people change, and interests 
change. What I can do is trust 
that God is walking right along-
side me with every step, or mis-
step in some cases. 

After much prayer, thought, 
emotional outbursts, and more 
prayer, I will be attending semi-
nary in the fall. When I was first 
asked to write this article about 
six months ago, I remember 
thinking, “What if I don’t get 
into seminary?” Fast-forward 
to these past few months, which 
have been a whirlwind of ex-
citement, hope, stress, joy and 

other applicable emotions, I am 
thrilled to share that I have been 
accepted to Wesley Theologi-
cal Seminary in Washington, 
D.C! And now, I can officially 
breathe. 

While I was visiting Wes-
ley, I had the opportunity to 
attend worship.  The scripture 
that night was 1 Kings 19:4-13 
(NLT). 

4 Then he went on alone into the 
wilderness, traveling all day. He sat 
down under a solitary broom tree 
and prayed that he might die. “I have 
had enough, Lord,” he said. “Take 
my life, for I am no better than my 
ancestors who have already died.”

5 Then he lay down and slept 
under the broom tree. But as he was 
sleeping, an angel touched him and 
told him, “Get up and eat!” 6 He 
looked around and there beside his 
head was some bread baked on hot 
stones and a jar of water! So he ate 
and drank and lay down again.

7 Then the angel of the Lord came 
again and touched him and said, “Get 
up and eat some more, or the journey 
ahead will be too much for you.”

8 So he got up and ate and drank, 
and the food gave him enough 

strength to travel forty days and forty 
nights to Mount Sinai, the mountain 
of God. 9 There he came to a cave, 
where he spent the night.

But the Lord said to him, “What 
are you doing here, Elijah?”

10 Elijah replied, “I have zealously 
served the Lord God Almighty. But 
the people of Israel have broken their 
covenant with you, torn down your 
altars, and killed every one of your 
prophets. I am the only one left, and 
now they are trying to kill me, too.”

11 “Go out and stand before me 
on the mountain,” the Lord told 
him. And as Elijah stood there, the 
Lord passed by, and a mighty wind-
storm hit the mountain. It was such 
a terrible blast that the rocks were 
torn loose, but the Lord was not in 
the wind. After the wind there was 
an earthquake, but the Lord was not 
in the earthquake. 12 And after the 
earthquake there was a fire, but the 
Lord was not in the fire. And af-
ter the fire there was the sound of 
a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his 
cloak and went out and stood at the 
entrance of the cave.

And a voice said, “What are you 
doing here, Elijah?”

As I flew on the red-eye back 

to Seattle, I sat buckled in my 
seat in deep in thought about 
Elijah’s story. Discerning my 
call hasn’t been easy, and mo-
ments of self-doubt silently 
creep in once in a while. But 
after reflecting on this passage, 
questions like “What are you 
going to do after you gradu-
ate?” didn’t seem like the ques-
tion I should be focused on. It 
should be “What are you doing 
here?” I’m attending seminary 
because I feel that Wesley is a 
community where I am able 
to pursue knowledge along 
with holiness. Or as Charles 
Wesley, more eloquent than I, 
stated, “Unite the pair so long 
disjoined, knowledge and vital 
piety.” As I prepare to move 
across the country and become 
a real adult, “What are you do-
ing here?” is a question I have 
faithfully reflected on, and will 
keep reflecting on, wherever I 
may be in my faith journey.  

Yvonne Agduyeng is a member
of Kent UMC.

Discerning my call hasn’t been easy, and moments of self-
doubt silently creep in once in a while. But after reflecting 
on this passage, questions like “What are you going to do 

after you graduate?” didn’t seem like the question I should 
be focused on.

Yvonne agduYeng
on asking the right questions while on her spiritual journey

Ordained Ministry in the  
United Methodist Church   

(d1300)
Have you ever thought of 

becoming an ordained minis-
ter? Do you want to be a pas-
tor or a lay person engaged in 
ministry at the local church 
level or beyond? This DVD 
and booklet has been pre-
pared by the General Board 
of Higher Education and 
Ministry, to recruit, prepare, 
nurture, educate and support 
the development of Chris-
tian leaders (lay and clergy) 
for the transformation of the 
world through Christian dis-
cipleship. It contains general 

information on the roles of 
chaplains, pastoral counsel-
ors, deacons and elders.

Robby (d1201)
This short, thought-pro-

voking DVD is a “coming of 
age” story about a teen named 
Robby who learns that what 
happens in the world around 
us is not always what happens 
inside us in our relationship 
with God. Sometimes when 
we feel trapped and alone, we 
have the best chance of seeing 
and feeling God’s presence 
in our lives. As he struggles 
with change in his life, Robby 
learns to accept his family and 
gain strength from his rela-
tionship with God. Included 
is a 32 page study guide with 
Biblical references and study 
questions that are ideally 

suited for small groups, youth 
meetings, and family or indi-
vidual viewings.

living the Good Life  
Together: Discernment,  
Acting wisely (d4642)      

Where is God? How does 
God work in the world? How 
do I choose to respond? In this 
study Sue Anne Steffey Morrow 
helps us to seek God’s pres-
ence in all that we say and do.

E-mail ejohanson@pnwumc.org for the availability of these resources.

Youth from 
Christmas Institute 
2012 share a laugh 
with Director 
Yvonne Agduyeng.

Yvonne Agduyeng speaks at Christmas Institute 2012.
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hen I started at 
WSU as a fresh-

man in 1997, the 
Rev. Mark Ran-

dall was the Wesley Founda-
tion campus minister.  He had 
tracked me down before school 
started to invite me to come 
to their Monday night gather-
ings.  Hard to believe it now, 
but back then, I was really shy 
and there was no way I was 
going to show up alone and be 
the “new” person.  So despite 
his numerous attempts to get 
me to check out their programs 
or even come to Simpson UMC 
on a Sunday, I was reticent and 
provided a whole list of rea-
sons why I couldn’t be there.  
After three months of trying 
without success, Mark gave it 
one last attempt.

He called me up out of the 
blue and asked if I might like to 
go on a mission trip to Mexico 

to help build homes for people 
living in the slums of Ciudad 
Juarez.  It would only cost $300 
and they had a spot open if I 
wanted to take it.  I said “yes” 
without even thinking.  Despite 
my painful shyness, I loved to 
travel and would never pass 
up an opportunity to go some-
where new.  While I may have 
feared a sanctuary filled with 
strange faces, I fearlessly wel-
comed any opportunity to visit 
a foreign country!

And so I went and my life 
was changed forever.  I made 
new friends, learned how to 
make a home out of cinder 
blocks, and saw first-hand the 
destructive nature of maquia-
dora’s on the citizens of Ciudad 
Juarez.  I found a way of liv-
ing out my faith that appealed 
to me and reignited my desire 
to be in relationship with God 
while seeking justice for others.  

When we got back to Pullman, 
I started showing up at Wesley 
Foundation gatherings where 
my mission trip friends were 
happy to welcome me.  

Flash forward 15 years and 
I find myself as the Wesley 
Foundation campus minister 
at WSU facing the same chal-
lenge of trying every way pos-
sible to invite UM students 
and others into a relationship 
with God.  I, of course, en-
courage students to enter into 
our ministry through the tra-
ditional entry points: Sunday 
worship, Bible Study, weekly 
gatherings, and retreats.  But 
I’ve also taken Mark Randall’s 
idea of using the mission trips 
as a way to bring new people 
into a life of faith.  

Now some campus min-
isters might balk at the idea 
of taking students unknown 
to them on a week-long mis-

sion trip and I can’t say that I 
haven’t had some moments of 
anxiety wondering if the teams 
will get along.  But so far, taking 
new students has only turned 
out to be a blessing.

This past Spring Break, I 
took 12 students on a mission 
trip to the Portland, Ore. area.  
Of that 12, only three were 
from my group.  We brought 
three from the Lutheran minis-
try at the University of Idaho, 
plus one University of Idaho 
student unaffiliated with a re-
ligious group, plus six more 
from Washington State Uni-
versity.  We had team members 
from Cambodia, Honduras, 
South Korea and New Jersey.  
We even had a set of twins! 
Needless to say, they were a di-
verse group but once we made 
it to Vernonia, OR a game of 

Continue to the next page
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Building on Faith, Making 
Poverty Housing History     

(d4718) 
Produced by Mennonite Media 

in cooperation with the National 
Council of Churches and Habitat 
for Humanity, this DVD is a plea 
for those of us in average hous-
ing to advocate for more afford-
able housing in our society. Solu-
tions for the issues are explored on 
both local and national levels. This 
52-minute documentary is divided 
into four, 12-minute segments and 
includes a guide:

• Part One: Introduction to the Problem
• Part Two: Exploring the Issues
• Part Three Groups Working at Solutions
• Part Four: Where to From Here?

“BUMP” was all they need to break the ice.  
We once again partnered with Sierra Service Project, a UMC-affiliated service 

learning organization that defines its mission as: Repairing Homes, Strength-
ening Communities, Building Faith and Serving Others.  We mission tripped 
with SSP last year so when I was looking for a PNW based trip for this year, 
I asked them to see what they could come up with! SSP had been approached 
by the rural town of Vernonia (45 minutes from Portland) about helping them 
develop a community garden to grow food for the local school (K-12) and the 
food bank.  In 1996 and 2007, Vernonia faced two 500-year floods that damaged 
many homes and destroyed their school.  They have since rebuilt the school but 
are still challenged by the high level of poverty and malnutrition in the area, 
particularly among school children.  Our team spent 2.5 days learning how to 
use power tools to construct 15 planter boxes to be used to address this need.

 We then moved on to Portland where we spent two days working at Dig-
nity Village, a city sanctioned homeless community where residents can live 
in one of the 12x12 structures for up to two years at a time.  Most of these 
simple structures are un-insulated so we split into teams and insulated three 
structures and hung some drywall in each.  

While the students worked, they had the opportunity to meet and talk to the 
residents of Dignity Village.  For several of them, it was the first time they had ever 
met a homeless person and it was an eye-opening experience.  In the evenings dur-
ing our reflection times, the students compared what they had assumed about the 
homeless with their personal interaction during the day.  We discussed what our 
faith teaches us about caring for the homeless and what it means to be a Chris-
tian in an age where people have to sleep on the streets.  By the end of the week, 
our eyes were opened to a need we had no idea existed and it was right in our 
backyard all along.  The students came home with stories of new skills and new 
insights as well as a different perspective on what it means to have “enough”.

Now I know that most of the students that went on the trip aren’t likely 
to join the Wesley Foundation and start showing up to all our events.  That’s 
honestly not my goal.  Rather it’s my belief that inviting students to experience 
faith through mission might just be the entry point for their relationship with 
God.  Planning mission trips take a lot of work, but seeing students working to 
help others while deepening their faith, makes it all worth it. 

Alissa Bertsch Johnson serves as the Executive Director/Campus Pastor at
the Wesley Foundation at Washington State University (Pullman, Wash.)

Continued from previous page

Wesley Foundation: Experiencing faith through mission

Briars in the Cotton Patch
(d4307) 

Briars in the Cotton Patch 
tells the nearly forgotten story 
of a courageous group of blacks 
and whites who withstood bul-
lets, bombs and boycotts in the 
years leading up to the tumultu-
ous Civil Rights era. Narrated by 
former Atlanta Mayor and Civil 
Rights veteran Andrew Young, 
this one-hour documentary ex-
amines the remarkable person-
alities and events of Koinonia 
Farm. See how Koinonia sur-
vived the battles of integration, 
changed the lives of generations 
to come and planted the seeds 
for the global work of Habitat 
for Humanity International.

hat is steward-
ship?

If you look it 
up in the Merri-

am-Webster online 
dictionary it will tell you that “stew-
ardship is the office, duties and obli-
gations of a steward”.

Hmm. Not that helpful….one of 
my teachers once told me not to de-
fine a word by using that word (in 
part or in full) in the definition.  

The second definition according 
to Merriam-Webster is a bit more 
helpful: “the conducting, supervis-
ing, or managing of something; es-
pecially, the careful and responsible 
management of something entrust-
ed to one’s care.”  

Now that’s a bit better but it 
still sounds so legalistic—like the 
language of rulers, regulators, ad-
ministrators, guardians or even ma-
nipulators.  Perhaps this is to be ex-
pected since the word first appeared 
in English in the 15th century when 
society was deeply embedded in the 
medieval period governed by two 
powerful sources: The Church and 
The Monarchy. 

But what does stewardship mean 
for us today in a post-modern world 
where it seems that the Church and 
monarchies have little relevance? 
Does it mean tithing 10%?  Going 
to church every Sunday? Caring for 
God’s creation and the lost and least 
among us?  Or does it mean giving 
more--more money, more time, more 
energy to God?

For the next few months, we’ll 
be featuring different stewardship 
resources, courtesy of the Cokes-

By ellen Johanson

bury store closure.  This month the 
stewardship kit is titled Committed 
to Christ: Six Steps to a Generous 
Life by Bob Crossman.  For Cross-
man, discipleship and steward-
ship are intertwined and they are 
defined as “giving all of oneself to 
Christ as Lord and Savior—not 10% 
or 20% but 100%.”

Published in 2012 by Abingdon 
Press, this six-week study explores 
these steps to generosity:  Prayer, 
Bible-reading, Worship, Witness, Fi-
nancial Giving, and Service.  With 
each step through worship, sermons 
and small group activities, congre-
gants consider prayerfully their com-
mitment level and their ability to in-
crease that level by one step at a time. 

I like the fact that this is a cur-
rent resource and that it contains 
material for social media as well as 
print.  You’ll find all that you need 
(and likely more) to run a church-
wide stewardship program includ-
ing the program guide CD-ROM, 
Adult Reading/Study Book, Small 
Group Leader Guide, Devotional 
Book (with 40 devotions for a gener-
ous life), a preview book summariz-
ing the campaign principles, a CD-
ROM with tweets, posts, and prayers 
for social media, and a DVD with 
worship loops and lead-ins.  There 
is plenty here to dig into and use to 
develop disciples who will transform 
their churches and communities.  

To find out more about Bob Crossman or to 
reserve this or other Media Center resources, 

call me at 1-800-755-7710 or go to www.
regionalmediacenter.org.

E-mail ejohanson@pnwumc.org for 
the availability of these resources.
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i Believe You (d2023)
I Believe You: Faith’s Response to In-

timate Partner Violence is a worthwhile 
study for everyone. Given the level of 
violence in our homes and communi-
ties no one is immune and certainly it is 
not God’s will for anyone to be abused. 
Faith communities have a unique role 
to play in stopping violence and help-
ing people to experience the wholeness 
of God’s love and goodness. This DVD 
comes with a useful study guide for 
discussion. Funded in part by United 
Methodist Women, this documentary 
was televised nationwide upon its release. It would be an excel-
lent resource for adult Sunday School, small group study, Unit-
ed Methodist Men and United Methodist Women meetings. 
E-mail ejohanson@pnwumc.org for the availability of this resource.

ecently I wrote about a young mother 
and her family who had escaped from 
domestic violence to make a new life 
here in the Pacific Northwest.  She 
recently had her car repossessed and 
it was making life terribly difficult to 
get around – for her driving to school 
and for driving her children to day-
care and school.  

I put the word out about her challenges through the In-
ternet and almost immediately, there was an offer of a car.  I 
want to personally thank Brad and Camille Loomis from Pull-
man, Wash. for their donation of one of their cars.  They even 
drove the car up from Pullman to our Conference office in Des 
Moines! Lloyd Whisman from Des Moines UMC met them at 
our office over the weekend and took care of the car until we 
arrived on Monday morning.  

The car needed a little repair work.  Upon hearing the reason 
for the car, a local repair shop offered to fix it for free.  The final 
repair bill was around $500 and the generosity of this shop al-
lowed us to work on other aspects of the car.  The car needed 
a new set of tires, and the Cabinet took up a collection to buy 
them.  Other’s volunteered additional donations, and a person-
al thank you must go to the Rev. John Brewer for a $100 gas card 
for the mom.  Through all of this, Gretchen Engle made the con-
nections, oversaw the repair and the vehicle transfer process, 
and even contributed gas to the cause.  

Finally, this young mom had to find a way from the Coast to 
our offices.  The Rev. David Nieda (Superintendent, Vancouver 
District) was able to get some church folks from her local com-
munity to drive her to Des Moines to pick up the car.  All of this 
took place in less than a week!

The other striking part of this story is that none of us actu-
ally had met this mom.  Because of security reasons, we had 
no direct contact with her (except for Gretchen).  So, folks were 
giving to someone whom they did not even know personally.

Folks, this really is the church at its best! It is dedicated 
Christians, reaching out in Christian love and compassion to 
help one who desperately needed a lifeline of care.  It is all that 
is good and great about the Church of Jesus Christ and is a shin-
ing example of what the church is and can be.  

I want to thank all of you who contributed so selflessly to 
this cause.  I am so proud to serve with you in ministry!

Be the Hope,

coluMNS coluMNS

ver the past 10 months, 
I have visited many 
churches in the Confer-
ence and I always enjoy 
hearing from members 
about their church.  Quite 

frequently I hear stories of decline.  I hear 
“we are a small congregation,” or “we 
are an aging congregation.” Next, I might 
be told what the church used to look like.  
“There were once many more people in 
worship,” “The youth group was active,” 
“The Sunday School was thriving.” Only 
after sharing stories about the past, folks 
will share the stories of today’s church and 
more often than not, I hear stories about 
congregations utilizing their resources to 
feed the hungry, house the homeless, and 
care for the vulnerable in society.  Not only 
are they transforming their communities, 
they, too, are being transformed.  

As I write this, we are approaching the 
3rd Sunday of Easter.  The lectionary gospel 
reading from John tells the story of the dis-
ciples encountering Jesus while fishing on 
the sea of Tiberias.  At first, they don’t rec-
ognize Jesus.  Once they do, and have eaten 
together, Jesus asks Simon Peter if he loves 
him.  Three times the questions is asked and 
answered.  “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 
you.” And three times Jesus tells the disci-
ple what it is he is to do; “Feed my lambs,” 
“Tend my sheep,” “Feed my sheep.” 

Many of our laity recognize Jesus in 
the faces of those they encounter and they 
understand that Jesus calls each of us to 

In Our Midst (D4810)
There is more to a city than 

meets the eye. Edmonds, 20 miles 
north of Seattle, has multi-million 
dollar homes with expansive views 
of the Puget Sound. Boutiques 
and expensive restaurants line the 
streets in the downtown core. It 
also has people who need the ser-
vices of the food bank at Edmonds 
United Methodist Church. See how 
this church has met the weekly 
food needs for 248 families.  E-mail 
ejohanson@pnwumc.org for the avail-
ability of this resource.

By Joan holMs

“feed his sheep”.  As a result, wonderful 
and amazing things are happening.  Many 
congregations have heard this call and have 
responded.  And because they responded...

• Homeless families have a warm, dry place to sleep 
at the end of the day at Sand Point Community 
UMC in Seattle.  

• ESL and computer classes are available to those 
who are new to the community at La Palabra 
Viviente in the city of Everett, Wash.

• Members of the community have a hot meal await-
ing them every Saturday afternoon at Moses Lake 
UMC.  

• Homeless women can shower, do laundry, receive 
a hot meal and receive help in finding permanent 
housing at Renton First UMC.

These stories only scratch the surface 
of the myriad ways that our congregations 
around the Conference are answering Jesus’ 
call.  I can’t wait to hear the many untold 
stories as I visit churches in the months and 
years ahead.  If you have a story of the ways 
in which your faith community is answer-
ing Jesus‘ call to “feed my sheep” you are 
invited to share them with us on Facebook.  
Look for the Pacific Northwest Laity Page - 
it is open to all laity.  Your story may be the 
one that sparks the imagination of another 
to find a new way to respond to this call.  I 
hope you will share.

The Journey continues... 

Joan Holms serves as the Conference Lay Leader for the PNWUMC.
Holms is a member of Queen Anne UMC (Seattle, Wash.)

Conference Lay Leader Joan Holms shares her experiences 
visiting various churches in the PNW who are both thriving 
and struggling while answering Jesus’ call to feed His sheep.

Visit greaternw.org for a link to this article as well as information on
The Greater Northwest Episcopal Area

(Alaska, Pacific Northwest, Oregon-Idaho)

wings like a dove (d3109)
This video is intended for use in 

churches and provides guidance to 
Christian women who are experienc-
ing abuse in their marriages and to 
clergy and others who work with vic-
tims of domestic violence. The pro-
gram directly addresses the religious 
issues that may be troubling women 
and preventing them from seeking 
help. These questions might focus on 
divorce, forgiveness, blame, sanctity 
of marriage, safety, role of women, 
authority, interpretation of scripture, role modelling for chil-
dren and other issues of concern to women. E-mail ejohanson@
pnwumc.org for the availability of this resource.

Domestic Violence: What Churches Can Do? (D2015)
This DVD provides a one-hour study 

session for adult education in churches. 
It is helpful for laity, religious leaders 
and anyone who wants to raise aware-
ness about domestic violence. As an 
edited version of a longer video titled 
“Broken Vows: Religious Perspectives 
on Domestic Violence”, this program 
presents basic domestic violence aware-
ness information and provides ideas on 
how congregations can become safe 
spaces for battered women to seek help. 
This program will not equip clergy with the expertise to coun-
sel battered women or batterers, therefore it is critical for clergy 
and laity to be aware of local community service agencies and 
to understand the importance of referring battered women and 
batterers to appropriate domestic violence providers who are 
experts in dealing with issues of power and control, battering, 
providing shelter and safety, counseling and law enforcement. 
The program includes a DVD and a very helpful study guide 
for facilitators. In addition general awareness brochures titled 
What Every Congregation Needs To Know About Domestic 
Violence are available with this resource and can also be pur-
chased from www.faithtrustinstitute.org. E-mail ejohanson@
pnwumc.org for the availability of this resource.

 



Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or 
removed from the time of publication.  For an updated 
calendar, including local church events, visit www.
pnwumc.org and click “Events” > “Calendar Layout”.  
For questions or details about events on this calendar, 
e-mail channels@pnwumc.org.

MaY 2013
Sunday Monday tuesday Wednesday thursday Friday Saturday

28 29 30 1 2 3 4
• Board of Higher 

Education and Campus 
Ministry @ PNWUMC

• Board of Laity @ 
PNWUMC

5
• Cinco de Mayo

6
• Pre-Conference Meeting 

on Benefits @ Olympia 
First UMC

• Pre-Conference Meeting 
on Benefits @ Salmon 
Creek UMC

7
• Pre-Conference Meeting 

on Benefits @ Des 
Moines UMC

• Pre-Conference Meeting 
on Benefits @ Snohomish 
UMC

8
• BOM Full Membership 

Interviews @ Des Moines 
UMC

• Pre-Conference Meeting 
on Benefits @ Wenatchee 
First UMC

9
• Pre-Conference Meeting 

on Benefits @ Pasco: 
Riverview UMC

• Pre-Conference Meeting 
on Benefits @ Audubon 
Park UMC

• BOM Full Membership 
Interviews @ Des Moines 
UMC

10 11

12 13 14
• Board of Congregational 

Development @ 
PNWUMC

15 16
• Board of Discipleship @ 

PNWUMC

17 18

19 20

• Extended Cabinet @ 
PNWUMC

21 22

• Annual Conference  
Worship Team @ 
PNWUMC

23 24
• Connectional Table @ 

PNWUMC

25

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

June 2013
Sunday Monday tuesday Wednesday thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13

17 18 19 20 21 22
• Early Response Team 

Training @ Pasco: 
Riverview UMC

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 1 2 3 4
• Independence Day

5 6

• Cabinet @ PNWUMC

• CONVO 2013 @ UPS 

• Mother’s Day

• Memorial Day
 (Conference Office is Closed)

• Camping Board of Stewards @ Ocean Park 

• The Pacific Northwest Annual Conference Sessions 

• The Pacific 
Northwest Annual 
Conference Sessions 

• Father’s Day

 @ Yakima: 
Wesley UMC

• CONVO 2013 @ UPS 

14

16

15

bit.ly/cal_mothersday

For more info on this image, 
visit bit.ly/YEqsMj


