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Connecting with stories
making the headlines from
The UMC into March

Women making history:
Cynthia Fierro Harvey
n 1987, Congress designated the month of
March that year as Women’s History Month.
The annual observance continues to this day.
United Methodist News Service invited several women, both lay and clergy, in The United
Methodist Church to share their stories. Here is
the response from Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, elected to the episcopacy in 2012 after
serving two years as head of the United Methodist Committee on Relief. She serves the Louisiana Episcopal Area.

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, elected to the
episcopacy in 2012, serves the Louisiana Episcopal
Area. Portrait taken in Aldrich Chapel at First
United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge, La.
Photo by Troy Kleinpeter.

Q: Tell us a little about yourself.
A: I was born on May 5, 1959, in Big Spring, Texas. I was
raised in a typical Hispanic neighborhood surrounded by
family. My grandparents lived across the street, and my
great-aunt and uncle lived next door. I have no memory of
ever being with a babysitter but always with family. Being in
community is a cornerstone of who I am.

Prayers for Women and the Industries that Diminishes Them
By the Rev. Melvin Woodworth
The program moved to a
“We Saw Your Boobs” routine
that celebrated the movies and
moments in which portions of
actresses’ breasts had been exposed to view. It was worthy
of the sixth grade locker room
talk of pre-adolescent boys.
I tried hard to imagine a
perspective from which this
routine would seem funny
or enlightening. I failed. All I
could see was injury and disgust on the faces of women in
the audience. All I could hear

was the most brilliant and
gifted actresses in history being downgraded to glimpses
of flesh for male titillation. All
I experienced was a man saying, I misappropriated some
piece of you that is private, and
sacred, and I will use it against
you. You are forever vulnerable to me.
It was rude, crude and dehumanizing. The audience,
and we, deserved better.
No one said, “No.” No one
said, “This should not be hap-

Continue to Woodworth, on the next page
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The future
of the church
in the United
States - church
with both a
big “C” and a small “c”- is
multicultural. This is the vision in Revelation 7:9, “After this I looked, and there
was a great multitude that
no one could count, from
every nation, from all tribes
and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, robed
in white, with palm branches in their hands.”
The vision of a church
made up of people from all
nations has been present
from the beginning. A foundational text for the church
from Joel 2:28-29 says: “I
will pour out my spirit on
all flesh; your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream

Jorge Lockward (right) leads a
rehearsal before a morning service
at the 2006 assembly along with
the Rev. Tercio Junker (left). A 2006
UMNS file photo by Linda Bloom.

dreams, and your young
men shall see visions. Even
on the male and female
slaves, in those days, I will
pour out my spirit.”
It is important to understand that multiculturalism is not limited to people
whose race or ethnicity dif-

fers from that of the majority or the establishment. In
reality, some of the greater
challenges of multicultural
work involve not so much
differences of race and ethnicity as differences of social class. We are not crossing great boundaries when
we reach out to people who
speak our same language
and have educational backgrounds and income levels
similar to ours.
Mark 11:17 states an
ethical imperative for the
church. This is the text from
Isaiah that Jesus cites while
driving the money changers
out of the temple: “Is it not
written, ‘My house shall be
called a house of prayer for
all the nations?’” Jesus asks.
Continue at bit.ly/
multicultural-church

Gentzler retiring as Center on Aging
& Older Adult Ministries Director

Continue at bit.ly/whm-bishop

The Pastor as Prude
don’t think I’m unduly
concerned with propriety and modesty, but
maybe I am.
As I approached the Academy Awards ceremony, I had
memories of host Billy Crystal
morphing from character to
character with skill. I was not
prepared for Seth McFarlane.
When captain Kirk of the Enterprise dropped in to warn
that McFarlane was about to
destroy the program, I should
have trusted his precognition.

Developing Multicultural Churches
in the United States By Jorge Lockward

NEWS

By The General Board of Discipleship
Richard Gentzler
Jr., who has served
as director of the Center on Aging & Older Adult Ministries at
The General Board of Discipleship (GBOD) for 13 years, is
retiring effective July 1.
Gentzler, who began
his ministry 38 years ago
serving as pastor of United Methodist Churches in
Pennsylvania and Maryland, has been involved in
adult ministries for a total of
22 years at GBOD.
“My life has truly been
blessed by the opportunity
that I have had, not only to
be in ministry these nearly
40 years, but to be a part of
The General Board of Dis-

NEWS

Gentzler at Energizing Elderhood
at Des Moines UMC in 2010

cipleship as a staff member,”
Gentzler said. “These 22
years, in particular, where
I could emphasize my calling and my passion in older
adult ministries and the
whole field of gerontology,

have just been a blessing.”
MaryJane Pierce Norton,
Associate General Secretary
of the Discipleship Ministries Division at GBOD,
said the agency will miss
Gentzler’s gifts and graces
as a staff member.
“Rick possesses the heart
of a pastor in care evidenced
for those he has served, the
passion of an evangelist in
his support and advocacy
for older adults, the skill of
a Christian educator in his
teaching and leading, and
the spirit of a committed
Christian in love of God and
love of neighbor,” Norton
said. “We rejoice with him in
his retirement.”

Woodworth: sexism,
racism, homophobia
have no place in a
compassionate society
Continued from the previous page

pening,” and so this morning I learned
that others picked up the thread of
“humorous sexism” and carried it
further, referring to a nine year old
African-American actress in terms of
female genitalia. The poison spread
like wildfire.
What sexism is humorous that reduces a phenomenal nine year old
artist to a piece of flesh? What kind
of society is entertained by and pays
huge sums to a man teaching every
female, (and male) from child to acting icon that, work as hard as they will
and succeed as much as they like, what
the world will see and remember of a
female artist is a glimpse of her skin.
What depth of callousness allows
such indignities?
In the 70s, I believed that my
daughter’s generation might grow up
without the misogynist language and
stereotypes that relegate women to the
role of sex toys. I am sad to realize how
far we have fallen short of that goal.
I hold Quvenzhané Wallis in my
prayers. Her success and that of the movie she is in will bring pressures on her that
a child of nine is ill-prepared to face.
I pray that she and every other person who saw the Academy Awards will
resist internalizing the degrading messages inherent in the program and its
aftermath.
I pray that some day we will celebrate entertainers and their transcendent accomplishments without preying upon vulnerable members of their
industries, diminishing them as individuals, discounting their achievements, and subordinating their mastery of their craft to the erotic value of
their bodies.
I pray that some day we will fully
understand that sexism, racism, homophobia, capacityism (do we have
a word for that?), etc. are never humorous, but are degrading, and assaultive and have no place in a compassionate society.
The Rev. Melvin Woodworth serves as pastor of
First UMC in Tacoma, Wash.
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Mission u
“Learning Together for Transformation of the World”
July 12-15, 2013
Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA
STUDIES
All-School “Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly”
Choice of “Poverty” or “The Roma of Europe”
Youth—“Migration”
DEADLINES
Registration June 14; Early bird May 30

Debbie Avery: Davery51@q.com H debbie.avery@eocfwa.org W
360-896-4209 H 360-567-2721 W

Scholarship application May 16

Linda Key: lmkey@charter.net 509-882-3110, cell 509-830-1960
Both forms available at www.pnwumw.org

By JUDY DIRKS
hile Mission u is the new name for the
familiar Cooperative School of Christian
Mission, it continues to be an educational
and interactive mission event featuring
studies and study leaders of exceptional
quality. These “schools” have been held in
United Methodist Conferences every year
since the mid-1930s, initiated by the Women’s Home Missionary Societies. These three themes were always offered: Spiritual
Growth, Geographic, and Social Issue, with one “all-school” study
and the other two from which to choose. Mission u provides an
opportunity to share a learning experience in small classes of
men and women, United Methodist Women members and non-
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members, open to all in the church. A special youth study and
participation by the youth in the all-school setting adds to the intergenerational dimension. Extensive reading, study, preparation
and training are required of all study leaders.
What can one expect to gain from attendance at Mission u?
Growth in understanding of our Church’s mission in the current
world context, for starters. The studies give particular attention
to our responsibilities in fulfillment of the mission work of the
Church. Thus it is always a goal to have participants use their
learning experience in a proactive way in their home church or
UMW local organization.
Continue on page 8

NEWS

(Formerly Cooperative School of Christian Mission)
Change of name—still Cooperative!

By Joan Hackett
his year, help make a resolution to become a 5
Columns of Mission Church in 2013. A good
way to start is by giving to “One Great Hour of
Sharing”. This is one column of mission. OGHS
will be on March 10, 2013, but gifts are accepted
any time of the year.
Purpose

Statistics

How much was given to OGHS nationwide in the last four years?
•
•
•
•

2011: $2,947,642
2010: $2,695,885
2009: $3,111,349
2008: $3,212,946
(an average of only ~$0.41 cents per U.S. member)

Lent is the season of repentance, self-examination, and awareness of the hurts of the people of the world. One Great Hour of
Sharing calls the Church to share the goodness of life with those
who hurt.? (Par. 263.2, The Book of Discipline 2008)
Gifts provide refuge and relief to some of the world‘s most vulnerable people during times of distress.

In 2010, $66,178.89 was given by 127 churches in The Pacific
Northwest Conference. In 2012, $89,081.43 was given by 129 churches out of the 266. Encourage your church to send an offering to the
Conference Treasurer designated for One Great Hour of Sharing.

History

•

In 1946, One Great Hour of Sharing began as a special effort of
the Episcopal Church. In 1949, the observance became ecumenical. Originally, during one special worship hour on a specific date,
people of faith contributed over and above their regular offerings.
Today different denominations celebrate OGHS on various dates,
but the cooperative spirit remains.
Your generous contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing lay
the foundation of all of UMCOR‘s work by covering the costs of
doing business. This means all gifts designated to specific programs can go 100% to those programs because UMCOR‘s basic expenses are covered. Any gifts that are over and above UMCOR’s
administrative costs go to where they are most needed. Often they
support under-funded programs.

5 Columns of Mission

•
•

•
•

Collecting for One Great Hour of Sharing
(March 10, 2013)
Giving to UMCOR
Contributing to an Advance project listed in “2013-2016
Giving Opportunities through The Advance” (They are
newly arrived from New York and have been sent to every
local church).
Sending someone to Mission u, July 12-15 at Ellensburg
(formerly known as Cooperative School of Christian Mission)
Having a Covenant Relationship with a missionary (see “2013
Funding Ministry and Mission Outreach” booklet from Conference
office. A copy has been sent to every church within the PNWUMC).
Invite a missionary to visit your church in 2013.

Joan Hackett serves as the Conference Secretary of Global Ministries for the PNWUMC.

Mission u: Agtarap to lead “The Call” all-school study
Continued from page 6

The Rev. Shalom Agtarap of
First UMC in Ellensburg, Wash.
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This year, our Mission u Team is pleased
to have the Rev. Shalom Agtarap, pastor
of First UMC in Ellensburg, lead our allschool Spiritual Growth study “The Call:
Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly.”
In 2010, Agtarap completed the Upper
Room’s Academy for Spiritual Formation.
As a young Filipina-American who “craves
and cultivates multicultural spaces where
appreciation of differences provides opportunities for faith sharing,” Agtarap is wellsuited for this special teaching role.
Attendees will have another opportunity this year to study “Poverty,” the timely
Social Issue study. The new Geographic
study is “The Roma of Europe.” Youth will
be studying “Migration.”
Scholarships are available not only to
members of United Methodist Women but

Central Washington University
Ellensburg, Washington
to men and women who are in churches
without UMW units as well as “first timers” for the event. The Mission u Team
is eager to welcome you to Central Washington University in Ellensburg, Wash. on
July 12-15 for yet another mountaintop
mission event!

Judy Dirks serves as the assistant dean for Mission u 2013.

News

By Sandra Brands
lthough the
government has
not
yet
recognized The United Methodist Church in Vietnam,
the church in this Southeast Asian country is experiencing phenomenal
growth, in part because
of the commitment of its
local leadership.
Twelve of those leaders were ordained Local
Elders in Mission in early January. The Vietnam
Mission Initiative is one
of several in Southeast
Asia under the direction
of the General Board of
Global Ministries.
“The ordination service was an emotionally
overwhelming experience and blessing, one
I will always cherish,”
said Bishop Bruce Ough,
leader of the MinnesotaDakotas Episcopal Area.
Ough led the West
Ohio Episcopal Area
when the 12 candidates
began their course of
studies at United Theological Seminary in
Dayton, Ohio. The West
Ohio Annual Conference Board of Ordained
Ministry supervised and
mentored their jour-

ney toward ordination.
A delegation from the
board traveled to Southeast Asia to interview
the candidates prior to
their ordination.
“All 12 were unanimously approved,” said
George Howard, Deputy
General Secretary of
Global Ministries.
The candidates also
worked closely with
Global Ministries Missionaries Rev. Ut To and
his wife, Karen Vo To,
Howard said. He added
that the couple has held
up a vision of growth
for the church in the
whole country by identifying and equipping
the local leadership.
“It really is a ministry
of empowerment, training and equipping. It’s
not a ministry of controlling,” he said. He credits
the couple with catalyzing the Methodist movement in Vietnam.
“The local church is
presided over by leaders
who have been called to
the ministry,” explained
Ut To, which has contributed to the rapid
growth of the church
in Vietnam. “Growth in
a church can be stimulated by a supernatural

revelation, dream or vision,” he added.
“It is remarkable to
witness what God is doing through The United Methodist Church
throughout
the
region,” said Ough. “The
Holy Spirit is breaking through. Lives and
entire villages are being transformed. Disciples of Jesus are being
formed and equipped
for ministry. Leaders
are being trained. The
distinct United Methodist witness of soul
care (cultivating love
of God) and social care
(loving our neighbors)
is taking deep root.”
The 2012 General
Conference approved
the ordination of Local Elders in Mission.
Similar to local pastors,
Local Elders in Mission
are ordained in the mission initiative where
they itinerate. However,
more like elders, they
are also ordained to
word, sacrament, order
and service anywhere
within that initiative.
Ough commissioned
the four women and
eight men two years ago
as the first mission pastors in Vietnam. Their or-

dination recognizes the
work and training they
have undertaken at great
odds, Howard said.
Ordination of the
12 is “one of the steps
towards (the mission
initiative) becoming a
provisional annual conference,” he said. “The
goal in Vietnam is for
this initiative to become
a provisional annual
conference so they can
hold their own elections,
elect their own bishop
and be part of General
Conference. The United
Methodist Mission in
Vietnam has submitted
an application to the
government for recognition as a denomination
“Having ordained elders in mission is a critical building block in developing (the church),”
Howard said.
Ough added, “There
are now over 14,000
United Methodists in
Vietnam; 4,200 United
Methodists in Laos; 300
United Methodists in
Thailand. Nearly all the
congregations are ‘small
membership churches’
and the vast majority are
still house churches.”

Giffin and The Rev. Ut To pose in front of motorcycles they
are riding and then presenting as gifts to local pastors in
Vietnam. The Rev. Ut To is a missionary with the Board of
Global Ministries assigned to Southeast Asia . Alex Griffin is
the son of The Rev. Wade Giffin from Hilliard,Ohio, West Ohio
Conference. A UMNS photo courtesy of West Ohio Conference.

Section

Features

Helen de Leon
Camarce is currently
serving as treasurer of
the agency’s Cambodia
and Southeast Asia
Missions. The latter
covers Laos, Thailand,
and Vietnam.

The Rev. Karen Vo-To
is serving in Vietnam
as coordinator for the
women’s ministry.

Learn more at
bit.ly/
umc-mission
-vietnam

To learn more about the Vietnam Mission Initiative, visit the Global Ministries’ website.
Learn more about partnering with one of the congregations in Vietnam and sharing in its growth and ministry.

Read this article at bit.ly/um-vietnam-ride

The Rev. Ut To is a
missionary with the
General Board of
Global Ministries of
The United Methodist
Church assigned to
Vietnam as country
director and mission
superintendent.

UrGen: calling
Asian-Americans
into ministry
bit.ly/urgen-2012
United Methodist Church
Moves Toward Legal
Recognition in Vietnam
bit.ly/umc-vietnam
-recognition
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Lament for the Dead
Alan Cook serves as the Rabbi of Temple De Hirsch
Sinai. Cook presented a Lament for the Dead praying
for all of God’s creatures to live in brotherhood and
in peace. He also prayed for the souls of gun violence
with hope that they may they know eternal life.

Our Reaction to Violence
Virginia Felton is a member of University Congregational UCC. Felton presented a reading from an article
by Chicago Tribune reporter, Peter Nickeas. The article illustrated how gang violence is an everyday reality in
the neighborhoods of the Chicago Area, rippling outward. But when a tragedy like the Aurora movie theater or
Sandy Hook Elementary shooting occurs, the reaction to such an event involving many victims at one time differs from having regular, smaller tragic events over a longer period of time. Author Nickeas likens this to a home
flooding versus a leaky ceiling. The attention on the issue of such violence and the value of life, sadly, depends on
who and how many fall victim at one time. You can view excerpts from Nickeas’ article at bit.ly/chicago-danger

We are in this together
Janice Tufte is a social researcher and educational
consultant. Tufte shares how after tragedies we ask
“How did this happen?” or “Should someone be punished?” The need for blame comes from within. Yet,
the pain felt from such events, Tufte suggests, should
not be resolved or fixed, but suffered – to allow us to
share a common grief so that we may form compassion and remind us “we are in this together.”

We Remember
The Rev. Rich Lang of University Temple UMC presented the evening’s Litany of Remembrance. Lang
remembers the victims of gun violence – children,
adults, those protecting others, those who have taken
their own lives. He also remembers first responders,
hospital workers, and funeral staff who have cared
for those who have died. Lang closed the Litany with
remembering all that is good in life and for change
coming from hope and courage.

Leave a comment about this story on
The PNW News Blog at
bit.ly/vigil-march

Check out photos from this event on
Facebook at
bit.ly/vigil-march-photos

By Ellen Johanson and Jesse N. Love

That’s the number of steps it
took me to walk from St. Mark’s
Episcopal Cathedral on Capitol
Hill to St. James Roman Catholic Cathedral in downtown
Seattle last Saturday. I was
marching with hundreds of other people of faith in response to
gun violence. As we watched
our candles burn in the cold,
misty evening, their light and
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warmth reminded us that we
can each make a difference
and collectively we can send a
strong message for change.
“Each step in this walk
marks the life of someone who
has died of gun violence,” said
the Right Rev. Greg Rickel,
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Olympia. As somber
and reflective as that thought
is, the Vigil and March called
people of faith to action and
presented messages of solidarity. Jews, Christians, Muslims, Sikhs, members of Faith

Action Network (FAN) and of
The Church Council of Greater Seattle participated in the
planning and walk.
Michael Ramos, Executive
Director of The Church Council of Greater Seattle, preached
a powerfully stirring message
saying we need to “unleash
the power of our institutions”
and “unite as one, stepping
out of our comfort zones and
crossing boundaries” to stop
gun violence because “every
child is a child of God”.
Ramos presented his “Stop,

Pivot, and Walk” approach
to ending this kind of violence. First, we stop and say,
“Enough is enough.” Then, we
pivot and recognize the voices
of those who have experienced
the pain of gun violence; their
pain must be our pain. Then
we talk and we walk together
“for the tomorrow of our children is today.”

Continue to page 14
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Unity in the City
Michael Ramos serves as the Executive Director
for The Church Council of Greater Seattle. Ramos
reflects on how we see “Life itself is a commodity
with winners and losers, honorable and expendable.”
The turning point from this kind of thinking must
happen now, he pleads. Ramos passionately calls for
Seattle to unite as one if change is to happen and to
never forget the children who have lost their lives to
gun violence over the years.
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Ramos: “If not us, then who? If not here, then
where? If not now, then when?”
Continued from page 12

Jackie O’Ryan of Faith Action Network (FAN), presented four concrete
steps that we can take to channel moral
outrage and advocate for change. She
encouraged everyone to:
1. Go to the Faith Action Network website at
www.fanwa.org and sign the “Stop Gun
Violence” Petition.
2. Support House Bill 1588 (HB 1588), which
is one of the most comprehensive pieces of
legislation before our state legislature. It
requires Universal Background Checks on
all gun transfers in Washington State.
3. HB1588 was in the House Judiciary Committee Hearing on February 13. It is crucial
that people call and e-mail the governor,
your two representatives and your senator
now to tell them to support HB 1588.
4. Register for the free Interfaith Advocacy
Day (IFAD) sponsored by FAN. IFAD was
held in Olympia on February 20. Folks
from Olympia joined workshops to become
educated on issues, learned best practices
for advocacy, met with legislators, and
enjoyed a free lunch courtesy of FAN.

I was pleased to see a United Methodist presence at the Candlelight Vigil.
Both lay and clergy from a number of
our churches in the Seattle District participated. Macy Ratliff from Bothell
UMC, is a retired teacher who believes
strongly in the importance of gun control. She has childhood memories of a
family friend who was murdered--those
memories along with her commitment
to children--have forged her deeply
heartfelt belief that “gun violence must
be prevented and lives must be saved.”
The Rev. Kathleen Weber of Trinity
UMC in Ballard believes “it is important
for the faith community to be present
and visible in the call for the reduction
of gun violence both in Seattle and in
our country. Wherever there is harm,
wherever there is violence, wherever
there is pain we are called to be present
and to stand as a witness and to stand
vigil with people.”
The Rev. Meredith Dodd of Bothell
UMC believes our faith calls us to live
life abundantly and gun violence is a
huge obstacle to that for many people.
“I was pastoring at the United Method-

“Wherever there is harm, wherever
there is violence, wherever there is
pain we are called to be present and
to stand as a witness and to stand
vigil with people.”

The Rev.
Kathleen Weber
ist Church in Green Lake when the Café
Racer shooting happened last year and
my child’s school was on lockdown. My
children were ushered into the basement
away from the windows because there
was a gunman on the loose in the neighborhood and nobody had caught him…
that pales in comparison to what a lot of
folks go through every day, but just those
few hours of not knowing whether my
children would be shot is something that
I won’t forget anytime soon.”
Dodd also identifies violence as both
a political and a spiritual problem. She
has just returned from Washington, D.C.
where she met with her senators and
congressional representatives regarding
ways to curb gun violence. The United
Methodist Church position includes a
call for implementing universal background checks and banning assault
weapons. Part of the way we live out
our faith is to foster both personal and
social holiness. Tonight her presence
here is a statement of faith that compels
her to take a stand so that abundant life
is “available to all, not just to some.”
On taking a stand against gun violence, Michael Ramos stated “If not us,
then who? If not here, then where? If not
now, then when?” The Vigil and March
brought together Seattle’s interfaith community and the people of the Capitol Hill
together to share a vision of a more peaceful society. As marchers strolled down
Broadway Ave. they were welcomed by
baristas taking photos, bar patrons giving
hugs, and families applauding the slow
wave of candles passing through the
street. On this night, women, men, and
children of many faiths shared a common vision to take a stand against gun
violence in American culture.

By the Rev. William “Bo” Bryan, Jr. Photos courtesy of Wikipedia
Within us all
Tripat Singh serves at the Gurdwara Singh Sabha of
Washington. Singh Offers words of hope and courage
on our path of action and love. Singh continues to
remember and contemplate his own actions as he meditates on the One who is everywhere and within us all.

Personal and Social Holiness
The Rev. Meredith Dodd serves as the associate pastor for
Bothell UMC. For Dodd, issues of gun control have hit
closer to home since the school where her children attended
was put on lockdown during the Café Racer shooting in
2012. In line with the United Methodist stance on gun
control, seeking both personal and social holiness is
what motivates Dodd to take a stand on this issue.

This Vigil and March took place on February 9, 2013.
Ellen Johanson serves as the manager for the Regional Media Center.
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here’s been
a great deal
of talk lately
about guns and
gun
violence.
In early 2013,
the week after
a school shooting at the Lone
Star Community College in
Houston, the news reported
that there had been a significant
number of gun-related deaths
in the US since the Sandy Hook
Elementary shooting in December 2012. It is past time for us
to have a serious discussion on
what to do about gun violence.
Unfortunately, much of the
attention has been on Second
Amendment rights and restricting guns. This is a discussion
we’ve been having for a while
now, and it tends to get bogged
down in trying to decide where
the balance lies between the
safety of the public and the individual’s right to bear arms.
Just as there are limits to our
rights of free speech and a free
press, there are limits to our
right to bear arms. I can’t just
drive to Bleyhl’s in Grandview,
Wash. or Cook’s True Value in
Prosser, and buy a bazooka. My
right to do so has been judged
as secondary to the duty of our
country to protect our lives.

The Rev. William “Bo” Bryan of Prosser United
Methodist Church invites the discussion on gun
control, with special focus on laws, gun availability,
and personal responsibility.
The discussion about which
weapons fall inside or outside
of our right to bear arms is ongoing, long-term, and important, and should be continued.
But it should not be the only
discussion going on with regards to gun violence.
Conversation about the other half of the phrase “gun violence” should happen as well.
Violence comes not out of the
guns themselves, but from the
people who use them. One area
of discussion on which David
Keene, the President of the National Rifle Association and US
President Barack Obama agree
has to do with the enforcement
of existing laws. For example,
the low rate of background
checks in certain areas of the
country done during the sale
of a gun is astounding. Background checks are required by
law and enforcement of those

and other laws could lower
the number of guns used in
violent situations by those who
shouldn’t have them to begin
with. But we have to be willing to fund the enforcement of
these laws if we want them to
work. One point of discussion
then is how we should fund
them.
How the shooters get their
guns is another aspect of the
gun control issue. Sometimes
they buy them, as with James
Eagan Holmes, the suspected
perpetrator of the Aurora movie theater shootings. In other
instances, as with Adam Lanza
at Sandy Hook or members
of “The Trenchcoat Mafia” at
Columbine, the shooters “borrowed” weapons from family
members. Another point of discussion, then, needs to be how
we train and teach gun owners
to keep their weapons and am-

munition safe from unintended
use by others. I think many gun
owners are already aware of
this, but it takes just one minor
oversight to create a lot of trauma and a lifetime of “what-ifs”.
What I’m getting at here is
that if we want to reduce the
number of deaths due to gun
violence we need to focus more
on practice than policy. Smokey
the Bear was right, “Only you
can prevent forest fires.” Washington D.C. can’t do it for us.
We are the ones who can prevent gun deaths, whether it’s by
choosing not to own a gun, or
by keeping the guns we choose
to purchase safely away from
harming people. That is what
we need to be talking about.
Shalom,
Bo

This article was originally published in “The Grapevine”, the newsletter of Prosser United Methodist Church. Visit bit.ly/prosser-umc.
Please note: this article has been edited and formatted for Channels.
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resie Chikomb is a United Methodist missionary assigned half-time to the boys’ orphanage, Jamaa
Letu II, in Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of the Congo. Chikomb and her husband Rukang
were commissioned as United Methodist missionaries in August of 2011 and moved with their three
children to Lubumbashi in December 2011. Chikomb’s spiritual journey takes her full circle growing
up helping orphans in the DRC.
16
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My name is Nandona Fresie Chikomb.
I was born in Kolwezi, DR Congo and
I’m the oldest in the family. At the age of
two, my dad passed away. I stayed with
my mom a couple years. Later, I moved to
Lubumbashi to stay with my uncle, who by
the grace of God adopted me.
I started my primary school at Misingi
School located in the same compound with
the Jerusalem United Methodist Church.
After finishing my primary school, I attended the United Methodist High School
called Mavuno. For my 10th grade, I went
to Mulungwishi, a boarding school for the
United Methodist Church - 80 miles away
from home. It was a blessing, as I made
a lot of friends. Some of them have been
mentors in my spiritual life. After Mulungwishi, I returned to Lubumbashi to Institute
Safari where I got my Diplomat/Certificate
as an elementary school teacher.
During this period of time, my uncle
was shaping our lives with Christ. Every
evening we gathered together and took
turns reading the Bible verses for our dai-

Features

ly devotion as a family, singing Christian
songs and praying. Every Sunday we attended different United Methodist Churches to sing during services, and to praise
God for the wonderful voices that He gave
us to glorify His name. We volunteered

many times to take care of orphan babies
at our home and to assist elderly people by
cleaning their homes and cooking for them.
We did what my uncle knew to be the right
Continue to the next page
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thing. Today I realize that it was to shape me
to stay focused in Christ, to obey Him and
make me value the principal of believing in
taking care of others in our lives.
In June 1994, I met my husband Rukang who
was attending the French-speaking service at Jerusalem UMC. I was attending the Swahili service in the late morning in same church. By that
time he was already working with the Flight
Ministry of the United Methodists. We were
engaged for two years, and on December 14,
1996 we got married in the same French service
in Jerusalem UMC that I joined while we were
dating. My uncle united us. My uncle spoke
some words of wisdom to my husband. He told
Rukang, “I gave this daughter the path of Jesus,
and no matter what trails you go through, just
remember that only God can and will lead you
out of it.” I will always remember that, and yes,
God has been with us through struggles and
happiness. I will always serve Him through
His call in my life. I am blessed with Rukang, a
man of faith with a heart for serving others. Rukang went through the same childhood life that
I went through, which has been our gift from
God to serve other. I love God.
After two years of marriage, Rukang went

to Africa University in Zimbabwe to study
English in preparation for aviation studies in
the United States. I stayed in Lubumbashi,
teaching at primary school for two and half
years. Eventually, we moved to the US in May
1999. He started school at Moody Aviation
in Elizabethton, TN. During that time I was
taking my English classes, I became pregnant
with my first child, Andre who is now 12 years
old. In 2001 my second child was born, Sally,
who is 11 years old. I went back to school and
got my Certificate in Medical Terminology and
another Certificate as a Clinical Medical Assistant. I was also teaching kids Sunday school
at my church and volunteering in the nursery.
Later I had become pregnant, but in August
2003, we lost twins. It was the toughest time in
my life. But, God blessed us with the beautiful
little girl Selena. She is now 5 years old.
My work with the kids at Jamaa Letu is to
check if they are getting enough nutritional
foods and also to focus on their schooling - to
pay their school fees, to change their schools if
needed because of the program that they want
to focus on, to attend their parent’s conferences
at school, and follow up.

Chikomb’s title is Education and Nutrition Assistant for Jamaa Letu. She also provides an important link between the orphanages and the Pacific Northwest Conference. When asked about
her motivation to become a missionary and return to Lubumbashi, she responded, “The need of
witnessing to these orphans; I was one of them, and I know anything that I can do for them will
always make a difference in what steps they take for their lives.”
Fresie Chikomb is assigned to the Pacific Northwest Conference. Local churches and individuals may support her ministry through the Advance program, including Covenant Relationships with local churches.
Her Advance number is #3021434.
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Stories from the Circle of Life
D48833
Stories of Native Americans
throughout the United States.
Native narratives explore faith
journeys; ways they have integrated cultural beliefs into
faith and life; issues confronting communities historically
and today; and lessons for the
church and all God’s people.
Also included, the audio version of the book, “Giving Our
Hearts Away,” by Thom White
Wolf Fassett and a study guide.

Haiti: Perspectives on a
Living History
D1088
This DVD produced by United Methodist Women relates
the inspirational stories of three
people familiar with the people
and country of Haiti. Stories focus on the beauty, strength and
courage of Haitian National,
Judith Pierr-Okerson, photojournalist and United Methodist missionary, Paul Jeffrey, and
United Methodist Women Regional Missionary Sema Samuel.
Excellent view into the history
and current situation of Haiti
including strengths of the people and problems of the society
viewed in historical context.
For the availability of these resources,
e-mail ejohanson@pnwumc.org.
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By
The Rev.
Sue Ostrom
Photo by
Jesse N. Love
or those who have food
allergies, not being able
to partake in church
communion can make one
feel excluded. Sue Ostrom of
First UMC in Moscow, Idaho
tells the story of the lessons
learned by her and her congregational
family in making gluten-free communion available to welcome those who
want to share in this experience.
“In this church all people are welcome
at communion. The only requirement is
that you be hungry and thirsty for God in
your life.” These are the words I usually
use to invite the congregation to communion. It’s a basic Methodist value: that all
people are welcome at communion. In
recent years, many of us - including me
- have learned that words alone are not
enough to make communion accessible to
all. Among the challenges are those with
gluten intolerance or celiac disease. And
so churches like Moscow First United
Methodist Church have begun to include
a gluten-free option for those who need it.
It’s not as simple as one might think.
In Moscow, intinction is our normal
method for receiving communion. The
communion stewards tear off a piece of
bread and people dip it in the cup. My
first lesson about gluten intolerance was
that having a gluten-free bread or cracker was not enough, because the common
cup has been contaminated by the gluten from the bread others have dipped
into it. “Really?” I first thought. “Just a
sip of juice that might have come in contact with gluten is a problem?” Yes, really. And so we began to provide glutenfree crackers and a separate cup used
only for the gluten-free option. Those
coming forward are invited to ask for
the gluten-free option, at which point
the communion stewards go back to
the altar for the separate cup and bread.
Problem solved. Except not quite.
My next lesson came from Jeremiah
and his family. Jeremiah has an extreme
gluten intolerance. When I trained Jeremiah and other children to be acolytes,
we practiced having the acolytes bring
the communion elements forward. Jeremiah looked at the paten or plate for

the bread and said, “Not me.” Really? I
looked at his mother and she said, “It’s
better if he doesn’t.” So when he is an acolyte on communion Sundays, Jeremiah
carries the cup but not the bread.
For the first two years that Jeremiah and
his family worshipped with our church, he
still did not take communion. We had a
gluten-free option, both bread and cup. It
wasn’t enough. The gluten-free crackers
were on or near the paten with the regular
bread. Communion stewards had touched
bread with gluten in it. For many people
with a gluten intolerance that was not
enough to be a problem. But for Jeremiah
(and his father), it was. So Jeremiah did
not receive communion.
Unbeknownst to me, he longed to receive it and felt excluded. His mother
came to me and asked how we could find
a way for Jeremiah to receive communion. She shared with me both his longing to do so and the specifics of his gluten
intolerance. I already knew that he does
not eat anything that his mother has not
prepared or cleared. If he comes into even
fleeting contact with gluten he will be sick
for weeks. And so we came up with a
plan. She would bring both juice and
bread that he could have and place them
on the opposite side of the altar from
where the elements are usually placed.
I would bless them, and then when Jeremiah came forward for communion
I would say to him, “This is the bread
of life given for you. This is the cup of
salvation given for you,” and then Jeremiah would proceed to the altar and
serve himself.
On the first Sunday in February Jeremiah celebrated his first communion. It
was a moment of grace and inclusion -- at
last. He was thrilled and I was moved almost to tears.
The lesson? Pastors and communion
stewards must communicate directly
with those with special needs to ask,
“How can we include you? What needs
to happen?” It requires flexibility and
the willingness for both parties to talk
openly about the ways that will work. It
requires a deep commitment to that most
basic of Methodist values: everyone is
welcome at communion. Everyone.

The Rev. Sue Ostrom serves as the pastor of First United Methodist Church in Moscow, Idaho.
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Grandma’s Bread
V2635
This is a wonderful video for parents to share with
children who are
asking about Holy
Communion.
After a young boy’s
grandmother passes away, his parents
learn to prepare her

special Easter bread
together for the
boy’s first communion celebration.

In Search of
Heroes Tragedy
to Triumph,
Helen Keller
V4151
Tragedy to Triumph is more than
the study of the life
and times of Helen
Keller and Annie
Sullivan…it’s a lesson in acceptance.  
We meet these
women
through
the eyes of a young
man from our own
time. A young man
with little sympathy for those who
are different from
himself…until he
enters a mysterious library and

finds himself blind
and trapped in the
past. Befriended by
Helen and Annie,
he learns that “the
only true disability
is a disability of the
heart.”
Includes
teachers guide.

Beyond 30
Seconds:
Developing
a Welcoming
Congregation
D4865
This is a seven
session video curriculum for small
or large groups inviting folks to look
beyond the television commercials
to become people
who
understand
and welcome newcomers.
This leadership
guide helps lead
the study group
through
discussions, “Life Lessons” and “Field

Assignments”
as
they study welcoming as a lifestyle. It
is easy to read, as
well as a helpful
ongoing reference. 7
Sessions (DVD and
Leader’s Guide)

Pastors and
communion
stewards must
communicate
directly with those
with special needs
to ask, “How can we
include you? What
needs to happen?” It
requires flexibility
and the willingness
for both parties to
talk openly about the
ways that will work.
The Rev. Sue Ostrom

on making communion available to those who are unable to partake
due to food restrictions and allergies.

For the availability of these resources,
e-mail ejohanson@pnwumc.org.
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By Nico Romeijn-Stout Photos by Pippa Mpunzwana and Jesse N. Love

When a lay
person joins
the church,
he or she is
asked if they
will support
the church with
their “prayers,
presence, gifts,
service, and
witness.” This
question may not have
quite as much zing to
it as telling someone
to “take now authority,”
but there is still great
power and responsibility, which
comes with answering yes to that
question. Are we, as members of
the church, living up to it?
Nico Romeijn-Stout

questions if followers of Christ are up to the task of
taking authority in supporting the Church.

am writing this article while sitting
in my room in the Theology House of
Boston University School of Theology
(BUSTH): a room with a view of Charles
River, in a house full of deep learning
and rich conversation.
Given my current location, and status as a seminarian, I feel a bit compelled to offer up some deep
and scholarly insight. My insight to offer today,
however, comes from a collection of learning moments found outside the classroom – as so many
of our deepest learning moments are. My train of
thought was begun by listening to Bishop Melvin
Talbert, a retired UMC bishop who once served
our Conference. Bishop Talbert was here at BUSTH
during the week-long celebration of the life, message, and legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., and was invited in part to share about his work
within the United Methodist Church towards full
inclusion. As he was speaking, he brought up the
words a bishop tells each clergy person when that
person is ordained – words that have great and
broad significance: “take now authority.”
What a charge! What words to live up to! In the
Methodist tradition, we give great authority and
responsibility to our clergy, but these words – take
now authority – leave me wondering, what authority do we entrust to the laity? What charge is given
to the whole church? In outlining his charge reflecting what the church should be for the future of the
UMC, the Rev. Dr. Robert A. Hill, Dean of Marsh
Chapel at Boston University, underscores the vital
need of the church to recognize two groups, saying:
“Gay people are people. Lay people are people.” I
fully agree with Dean Hill on this point. While it
would be easy to elaborate more on issues of the
UMC’s inclusion of the LGBTQ community, I feel
that our attention here needs to remain on the larger body – laity as a whole, both gay and straight.
When a lay person joins the church, he or she
is asked if they will support the church with their
“prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.”
This question may not have quite as much zing to
it as telling someone to “take now authority,” but
there is still great power and responsibility, which
comes with answering ‘yes’ to that question. Are
we, as members of the church, living up to it?
Jon Stewart says “No.” In an episode of The Daily
Show from 2010 Stewart calls Methodism “the Uni-

versity of Phoenix of religions. You send them fifty
bucks and click ‘I agree’ and you’re saved.” Ouch.
Stewart’s critique was not new in 2010, nor has
it disappeared since. In June of 2012 Kevin Alton
published an article on the Youth Worker Movement’s website titled “Just Another Lazy Methodist.” Alton writes that we, as Methodists, have
gained a reputation for being an easy denomination to belong to. “You don’t have to do anything.”
But, he argues, it’s not easy to be a real Methodist.
Being a real Methodist is hard because:
•
•
•
•
•

Real Methodists live in community.
Real Methodists live lives dedicated to mission.
Real Methodists are never done.
Real Methodists know and love scripture.
Real Methodists aren’t Methodists just because they
don’t want to be a member of [some other] denomination.

Alton elaborates on each point, but I think you
get the message. Methodism shouldn’t be easy, if
for no other reason than because being Christian
is not easy. Jesus’ message and charge to us, as
disciples, is in no way easy. It is radical. It can get
messy and unpopular. And we as a called people of
Christ-followers are called to present that message
to the world.
John Wesley’s legacy, in the people called Methodists, is similarly difficult. Just take a moment to
think about this Wesleyan idea: there is no holiness
but social holiness.
Now, remember your baptism, remember your
membership vows (if you’ve taken them), and take
the authority you have as a Christ-follower and tell
someone about it.

Encounters
with John Wesley
D4001
John
Wesley
set
18th-century
Britain
afire with his open-air
preaching of the gospel
of grace. The Methodist
societies he organized
grew with phenomenal speed. This video
brings to life the “father
of Methodism’s” search
for authentic faith and
his passionate drive “to
do all the good I can…
for as long as I can”.
This video combines
historical and theological views of Wesley using drama to engage audiences of all ages.
For the availability of this
resource, e-mail
ejohanson@pnwumc.org.

Romeijn-Stout is a grad student at Boston University.
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By The Rev. David Wright
n January 21,
2013,
University of Puget
Sound students,
staff and faculty
rolled up their sleeves and honored the legacy of Martin Luther
King Jr. by turning their holiday
into a day of service. With coordination provided by the Office
of Spirituality, Service, & Social
Justice, over 400 members of the
Puget Sound community volunteered at 14 different service
sites across the breadth of Tacoma, Wash. The service projects
addressed a variety of needs
within Pierce County and took
place throughout the entire day.
In the morning, individuals built bookshelves for New
Phoebe House; painted a new
house in the Hilltop neighborhood with Habitat for Humanity; teamed up with Washington Conservation Corps for a
shoreline cleanup; and played
icebreakers with senior citizens
at Franke Tobey Jones – an independent/assisted living community.
In the afternoon, folks from
the Puget Sound Area prepared
and cooked dinner at Tacoma
Rescue Mission; prepped a
greenhouse at L’Arche Farm

University of Puget
Sound students
spend their day-off
to work and connect
the legacy of Martin
Luther King, Jr.
through several
community service
opportunities.

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is:
what are you doing for others?”
- Martin Luther King Jr.
and Gardens; and planted trees
at Puget Park with Puget Creek
Restoration Society.
Other
service
projects
helped to address food access,
environmental
stewardship,
services for individuals living
with HIV/AIDS and urban
agriculture within the Tacoma
community. The Day of Service
was also incorporated into the
day-long Spring Orientation
program for our small group of
mid-year freshmen and transfer
students. These new students
along with many Puget Sound

community groups including
Greek Life, Student Senate,
Multicultural Student Services,
LEAD sophomore leadership
cohort, Lighthouse, the UPS
Football team and the Kayak
Club, as well as a handful of
students and staff from University of Washington Tacoma all
participated.
At the end of the day, Puget
Sound students came together
for a “soup with substance”
reflection in Rasmussen Rotunda. While exchanging stories about the day’s events,

they drew connections between
Martin Luther King’s words
and their own individual ethics
of service. Two students, Kara
Klepinger and Santiago Rodriguez, shared short reflections
on the importance of volunteering in their personal lives and
urged their fellow students to
increase their involvement in
the local Tacoma community.
After being mostly snowed
out in 2012, this year’s MLK
Day of Service returned with
our largest turnout ever.
Alongside programs like Alternative Breaks, Backpacks of
Hope, Food Salvage, and the
great work of the Community
Involvement and Action Center, these are all ways in which
Loggers give back to the community they call home for their
college years. Plus, these programs are all connected to the
extension of the ministry of
the Pacific Northwest Annual
Conference - beyond the local
church through the support of
the Board of Higher Education
and Campus Ministry as well
as the Office of Spirituality, Service & Social Justice at the University of Puget Sound!

David Wright serves as the University Chaplain and Director for Spirituality & Justice at the University of Puget Sound.

Let Us Love One Another	D1020
“Friends of the Carpenter” is a ministry for the homeless. They operate a day center and wood-working ministry. The volunteers and participants enjoy faith-based community and develop relationships based on trust, love
and respect. This short video tells the story of this ministry which is supported in part through the efforts of dedicated United Methodists who are engaging their mission field in Clark County, Wash.
E-mail ejohanson@pnwumc.org for the availability of this resource.
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By The Rev. Paul Graves [elderadvocates@nctv.com]
n his 2011 book “A
Lever and A Place
to Stand”, Richard
Rohr offers this profound challenge to
older adults:

I admit it: I’m a “resource junkie”. For
whatever
reason,
I’ve become addicted to “resources”.
Perhaps it is because I love new innovative
ideas, and I collect them like a hobby. Many of
them I will never use, but what the heck, better
to have them than not.
Perhaps it is because I am asked to lead so
many groups and workshops – My greatest concerns are not to repeat myself and always be on
the cutting edge of new ideas and concepts so
you can never have enough resources.
Perhaps it is because I fear not being relevant
and needed. Maybe deep down inside of me is
the insecurity of not having enough or the best
resources. Boy this is getting personal!
This revelation that I’m a resource junkie came
to me pretty clearly early last month when I was
attending my last Gallup StrengthFinders Coaching Workshop (I am training to be a certified
StrengthFinder’s Coach – which raises a whole
different kind of junkie phenomenon that I may
address later: One addiction at a time!)
During the workshop, the Gallup folks unveiled all kinds of new resources that they have
developed (charts, checklists, graphics, videos,
etc.). I wanted every one of them, and I paid so
much for this workshop that they better give
them to us! But after the workshop, I realized
that I probably couldn’t use all of these in my
lifetime. It was then that it dawned on me that
I am a resource junkie.
I juxtapose this against the addiction-fighting
power of the Bible. One of the scripture passages that the Cabinet used extensively last month
was Matthew 10: 5-23, and check out verses 9-10
from “The Message”:
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Scientists are now saying that the neural grooves that you prefer and use become ingrained patterns in the brain. If
we cease thinking alternatively, then alternative ways of thinking die. And so
the neural grooves that you prefer to use
take over by the time you are in your
forties and fifties. And that is probably
why a lot of old people are not very interesting: they have four or five remaining neural grooves, and you know what
they are going to say before they say it.
There is no originality and no freshness and no immediacy of response, and
therefore there is no seeing.

Don’t think you have to put on a fund-raising campaign
before you start. You don’t need a lot of equipment. You are
the equipment, and all you need to keep that going is three
meals a day. Travel light.

Jesus confronts us: “You don’t need a lot of
equipment (resources) – You are the equipment
(resources).”
Talk about confronting accountability! Jesus
puts me in my place, and reminds me that I don’t
need to take anything on the journey of faith with
me. God will enable me to be the resource necessary for transformation.
As I am heading to my next assignment at
Garrett-Evangelical Seminary, there to participate in a leadership workshop and lead one of
the sessions on Emotional Intelligence, I have my
laptop, my PowerPoint slides, my video presentations, and other resources.
Do I need all of these things? According to Jesus, probably not. However, I am one of those
who have less natural equipment compared to
the rest of you, and I slide back into needing these
resources to be able to do a credible presentation.
Obviously, I haven’t overcome my addiction
to resources, but the first step is to admit our
addictions, and let me go on record that I have
done so. The next step is to start working on my
addictive behaviors.
How about you? Are you a “resource junkie?”
and does Jesus speak to you with the same prophetic words as has struck me?

Visit greaternw.org
for information on
The Greater
Northwest
Episcopal Area
(Alaska,
Pacific Northwest,
Oregon-Idaho).

“Ouch!” That was my first
inner response when I read
Rohr’s words some months ago.
“Ouch” is still my response as I
reread this paragraph. We’ve
been “found out” by one of our
aging peers. When we settle
into whatever “retirement”
means to us, it is too easy to turn
off our brains and our spirits.
We’re tempted to just coast
along, letting someone else do
the tough work of living and
staying vital.
“We’ve done
our part” -- maybe referring to
activity in the church or community or even in our own
families. That’s a decision that
gives into the inevitability of
death, so why fight it!

“The Gospel According to Starbucks”. He pushes his readers to fully participate in what
God is doing in this world. To
illustrate that participation, he
interprets these two wonderful,
crazy-sounding words.
Sweet describes SPIZZERINCTUM as “Holy Boldness”.
It is a word from Appalachian
culture. Its closest synonym
may be “chutzpah” (or “holy
boldness”). Then he uses a
number of Gospel stories to illustrate Jesus’ spizzerinctum.
Jesus responded to the spontaneity of whatever “interrupted” his day with what I still
call God’s Radical Hospitality.
In 2 Timothy 1:7, Paul reminds us “For God has not given
us a spirit of cowardice” but of
holy boldness. Leonard Sweet
then reminds us that “spizzerinctum involves the habit of saying ‘yes’ to the moment. Jesus
received each moment as a gift,
less going after what he wanted, but wanting what came to
him.” What a gift indeed!
SPREZZATURA becomes a
traveling companion to spizzerinctum on the journey toward spiritual maturity. It is an

antidote to the risk-free desire
of most Christians today. In
Sweet’s words:
“The key to sprezzatura is
paradox, the audacious algebra
of the spiritual, the natural language of faith. If one reason why
the church isn’t the most creative place around, it’s the fear
of living with contradictions…
Sprezzatura is the magic word
that opens heaven’s doors and
lets out Truth.” (p. 91)
Too often, our spiritual journeys are mapped out knowing
where the next warming hut
will be -- what the Sunday service will be like, sound like, or
smell like. We find comfort in
the sameness of our lives. Yet
that sameness can suffocate
our spirits.
Jesus didn’t know where he
would lay his head on a given
night. He received each moment as a gift, less going after
what he wanted, but wanting
what came to him. He had both
Spizzerinctum and Sprezzatura.
If we want to follow Jesus,
why do we settle for less? Being
older is no excuse for wanting
less.

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the chair for the Conference Council on Older Adult Ministries.

Nurturing Elders & Others
is now featured on
The PNW News Blog!

Be the Hope,

Visit bit.ly/nurturing-elders
to view articles from Channels’ “Lead Geezer”!

Share this article and leave a comment.
Visit http://bit.ly/resource-junkie
Bishop Grant

Columns

On the same page of the
above quote, Rohr champions the spiritual disciplines of
meditation and contemplation
(the book’s main purpose).
“With meditation or contemplation, I think we have every
likelihood of producing actual
elders for the next generation
and for the church, and not just
elderly people”. (p. 103)
When Bishop Cal McConnell was our episcopal leader
in the early ‘90’s, he introduced
a word new to many of us:
“SPIZZERINCTUM.” I love
the sounds of words, particularly those words have an underlying significance to their
silly sounds. “Spizzerinctum”
is one of those words.
So is SPREZZATURA. Put
your own faux Italian accent
into it and see how fun it is to
say! But it too has a significant
meaning beyond its fun pronunciation. Both “spizzerinctum”
and “sprezzatura” are found in
the life of Jesus and, I trust, in
the lives of those who try to follow Jesus most faithfully.
I came upon spizzerinctum and sprezzatura in Leonard Sweet’s over-the-top book

Columns

New Beginnings:
The Gifts of Aging	D4335
Want a visual picture of “Spizzerinctum”
and “Sprezzaturra” in action? Check out
this DVD with its inspiring stories of creative
older adults engaged in life-giving service
and ministry to others. Let this video spark
ideas for your church’s ministry with older
adults. E-mail ejohanson@pnwumc.org.
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Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication. For an updated calendar, including local church events,
visit www.pnwumc.org and click “Events” > “Calendar Layout”. For questions or details about events on this calendar, e-mail channels@pnwumc.org.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

March 2013
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

24

25

26

27

3

4

5

6

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

10

17

11

• Board of Ordained
Ministry - Recruitment
Team @ PNWUMC

• Cabinet @ PNWUMC

• Board of Congregational
Development @
PNWUMC

28

1

7

8

• Connectional Table @ PNWUMC

• Extended Cabinet @
PNWUMC
• Annual Conference
Worship Team @
PNWUMC

24

31

Sunday

7

• Y.A.R. 2013 |
Students & Early
Career @ Lazy F

14

21

15

• Board of Global
Ministries @ PNWUMC

22

• AC Design Team
Meeting @ PNWUMC

• Good Friday
(Conference Office is
CLOSED)

• Vancouver District
Leadership Training @
Salmon Creek UMC
(Morning), @Hoquiam
UMC (Afternoon)

2

9

• Seattle/Tacoma District
Training Day @ Kent
UMC

16

• Passion for Peace with
Justice @ Vancouver
Heights UMC

23

• CCOYAM @ PNWUMC

29

30

• “Victory over the Grave” by Bernard Plockhorst. Part of the altarpiece at Berlin Immanuelkirche in Germany. Bernard Plockhorst was a German artist 1825-1907. The illustrations
of the life of Jesus Christ by Bernard Plockhorst and Heinrich Hofmann were especially popular in the United States, and were often grouped together in Bibles and Christian Sunday
School materials. The styles of these two artists were similar, possibly because they were both professors at the German Art School and worked together. Visit bit.ly/SpyxYc for more info.

Monday
31

• Y.A.R. 2013 |
Refined with Age
@ Lazy F

• NW Foundation @
PNWUMC

Saturday

• April Fool’s Day

Tuesday
1

8

15

• Greater Northwest Area
Cabinet @ PNWUMC

22

April 2013
Wednesday

2

3

9

10

• Board of Congregational
Development @
PNWUMC

• Cabinet @ PNWUMC

16

• Extended Cabinet @
PNWUMC

17
• Annual Conference
Worship Team

23

24

Thursday

Friday
4

11

• Board of Discipleship @
PNWUMC

• Rules Committee @
PNWUMC

18

25

Saturday
5

6

• Board of Laity @
PNWUMC

12

• Y.A.R. 2013 | Refined with Age @ Lazy F

13

• Rocks and Ripples @
Spokane Valley UMC

19

20

26

27

• Y.A.R. 2013 | Students & Early Career @ Lazy F

• CCOYM @ Federal Way UMC
• Creating Congregational Cultures of Generosity @
Terrace Auditorium/Wesley Homes

• Board of Ordained
Ministries: District
Committees @
PNWUMC

28
• CCOYM @
Federal Way UMC

29

30

1

2

3

4

