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The Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin, far right, and others of Native American heritage take part in
“An Act of Repentance toward Healing Relationships with Indigenous Peoples” service, an
initiative of the Commission on Christian Unity approved during the 2012 United Methodist
General Conference in Tampa.

n any given Sunday, more
Christians are attending
worship services in China
than in the United States or
Europe.
That is one indicator of the challenges
presented by a changing world of ecumenism as The United Methodist Church reorganizes how it addresses issues of Christian
unity and relationships with other faiths.
Continued at
bit.ly/christian-unity

Two UM agencies agree with change in Scout ban
eaders of two United Methodist
agencies — United Methodist Men
and United Methodist Board
of Church and Society — welcomed news that the Boy Scouts of America
is considering ending its decades-long ban

on gay scouts and scout leaders.
The proposed change would remove a
national membership requirement dealing with sexual orientation and allow local
charter organizations to decide. NBC News
reports that the Boy Scouts of America could

By Heather Hahn

announce the change next week at the national board’s regularly scheduled meeting.
Continued at
bit.ly/umc-boyscouts

Tee ball or Sorry we
changed the rules on you
By Patrick Scriven
recall playing a season of tee ball at some point during my elementary school career. I only remember a couple things about
that experience. One, I was older than most of the other kids
and two, despite that fact, and the whole ball-sitting-still-on-atee thing, I wasn’t very good.
On Saturday, I was in a meeting and we were asked to list the things
that were necessary for discipleship to occur. We tend to talk a lot
about discipleship in United Methodist circles nowadays, largely because we know that something is amiss in our experience and practice of discipleship today. We sense the sharp difference between the
common experience of church membership and the call to discipleship
Jesus demands in the Gospels.

News

Continued at

http://bit.ly/blog-teeball-sorry
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March + Rally
Washington CeaseFire, faith communities
(Christians, Muslims, Jews, Sikhs), educators,
community leaders were present at Stand Up
Washington - a march and rally to end gun violence.
Pro-gun enthusiasts also were in attendance. The
event served to help bring communities together as
a source of strength through unity, giving a voice to
those who may have fallen silent on the issues of gun
control. The march passed through 4th Avenue and
concluded in a rally at the Seattle Center.

Sandy Brown
The Rev. Sanford “Sandy” Brown of First United Methodist Church in Seattle presented his
message that there is still work to be done - to make schools safer for teachers and students, to have
lawmakers in Olympia and Washington listen to the concerns of people affected by gun violence,
and for overall spiritual peace.

The Interfaith Amigos
The Interfaith Amigos consist of Pastor Don Mackenzie (center), Rabbi Ted Falcon (right), and Imam Jamal Rahman
(left). Mackenzie shared that the need for guns is rooted in a deeper need for empowerment. Falcon shared that
although we are in conversation about prohibiting weapons, people need to address feelings of lacking power and
voice; the deepest peace lies within “our own beings”. Rahman shared his personal pledge to 1) heal anger and pain
and to bring less turmoil in the world; 2) diminish stereotypes of those who are different and to get to know others
on a personal level without a secret agenda; 3) to grow in courage, not succumbing to money and power as special
interest groups have done within political institutions.

Mike McGinn
Mayor Mike McGinn shared the success of Seattle’s gun buyback program stating that even if
one gun is taken off the streets, it is one gun that will not be misused. McGinn sees that making
change is an expression of our cultural values.

Leave a comment about this story on
The PNW News Blog at
bit.ly/march-seattle-um

his is the calm before
the storm. We expect
several
thousand
people. We’re bringing awareness,” explains Ralph
Fascitelli.
On a brisk Sunday afternoon, Fascitelli is speaking
with a KOMO 4 cameraman
atop a concrete stage in Seattle’s Westlake Park. Fascitelli
is the President of the Board for
Washington CeaseFire - a grassroots organization dedicated to
reducing gun violence.
Several hundred people
began filling the Park early to
participate in Stand Up Washington – a march and rally for
gun control and to remember
victims of gun violence. This
event was held on Jan. 13, 2013.
Older adults, young adults, and
children arrived to support a
movement toward sensible gun
control and overall peace.
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Ed Murray
State Senator Ed Murray warned, “It’s going to take time and a lot of work.” He urged for
patience and willingness to support sensible gun laws and dialogue. He urged faith leaders,
business owners, and others to continue as a coalition for change. Murray paraphrased Gandhi,
“First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then we win.”

Ralph Fascitelli
Washington CeaseFire’s Ralph Fascitelli shared that “We’re not a violent people – we are a lethal
people.” He stated that because of the amount and easy availability of guns, we are prone to
‘flashpoints’ when an argument can cross from assault to homicide. Fascitelli along with CeaseFire is working towards common sense gun legislation which pushes for universal background
checks, banning assault weapons, making it tougher for citizens to have a concealed weapons
permit. He states this will lead to 1/6 less violence in our community.

Seattle march unites local community leaders, interfaith
communities to support victims and to end gun violence.
By Jesse N. Love
Over the last few months
in the US, several incidences
involving shootings in school
campuses - and in particular
the Dec. 14 school shooting
at Sandy Hook Elementary in
Newtown, Conn. - have all
brought the debate of gun control into the forefront of real
world and online conversa-

tion. Stand Up Washington’s
march was an opportunity
for people to take a stand and
have their voices heard, including United Methodists.
“There is just too much
violence happening in our
country and I’m just really
against it,” shares Jacqueline
Putt of First United Method-

ist Church in Seattle. “I’m out
here to show some support
for coming up with legislation
and gun control,” she shares.
Putt along with members of
First Church wrote letters to
the president and members
of congress to support stricter
gun control laws.
“I
remember
watching

News

news coverage 17 years ago;
I was teaching at Moses Lake
and one of our teachers was
killed at Frontier Middle
School (Moses Lake, Wash.)
along with two children,” says
Janey Smith, a member of Des
Moines UMC and a resident of
Wesley Homes. Smith refers
to the 1996 shooting of three

News

people by then 14-year-old
student Barry Dale Loukaitis.
Smith says she and her friends
at Wesley have been in contact
with the local Methodist Pastor
Mel Kawakami in Connecticut.
She hopes to visit and help
summer camp programs with
children and families.
Bonnie Walker is a member

of Haller Lake UMC and Barbara Moreland is a member
of First UMC in Seattle. Both
Walker and Moreland heard
about the march through their
local church. “We were talking about it in our meetings
at Haller Lake. We received
word from the Church Council of Greater Seattle by e-mail.

Since the march is in line with
our beliefs, we wanted to be
a part of it,” Walker explains.
“The more noise we make - the
more we can say we’ve had
enough, the greater chance of
being heard. As a participant,
we just spread the word and
Continue to the next page
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The Rev. Sanford ‘Sandy’ Brown, senior pastor
at Seattle First United Methodist Church speaks
during the ‘With One Voice’ press conference.

Along the March
Marching began from Westlake Park. “This Land is Your Land” can be heard among a few
people marching along 4th Avenue. Children and adults are holding banners for their respective
organizations, waving to others on the streets to follow. Marchers received support from observers
along the Ave.; “God bless all of you!” said one man observing from across the street.
Michael Ramos
Executive Director Michael Ramos serves with the Church Council
of Greater Seattle. He shares, “The type of violence that these assault
weapons breed only lead to greater levels of violence and destruction.
And that is not the message we want to send to our children and our
children in the next generations. We have Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, cosponsors...all of these faith traditions have one message: violence goes
against the will of God and we must do all we can to counter that
with our lives, our bodies, our messages and our feet.”
Continued from previous page

people showed up for this. Probably at
least 50 (United Methodists) are here,”
Moreland shares.
The Rev. Sanford “Sandy” Brown
is the pastor of First UMC in Seattle.
“Churches need to lead the conversation about the relationship between gun
ownership and Jesus’ teachings of nonviolence. We have to be careful not to
get stuck with the notion ‘because the
2nd amendment supports gun ownership it must be right.’ That’s a culturally-driven idea, not a Jesus idea,” Brown
shares. When asked how church communities can bridge the two opposing
sides in the debate over gun control, he
shares, “I think churches can invite the

conversation inside our walls by hosting panel discussions and including
people who disagree with the Christian stance. We can’t limit ourselves to
conversation, though. We also need to
stand up and support appropriate gun
control legislation as a faithful response
to the Gospel.” At the end of the march ,
Brown presented a closing message saying “Yes we can” to safer schools, sensible gun laws, and overcoming a culture
of darkness with the power of love and
a path towards peace.
There is more to do; communities in
Washington continue to work towards
change surrounding the status quo of
gun control.

If you would like to hear Pastor Sandy Brown’s speech at the rally for Stand Up
Washington, visit bit.ly/speech-rally-sbrown. For more info on a scheduled
Candlelight Vigil & March scheduled for Feb. 9 visit www.firstchurchseattle.org.
For news from The Church Council of Greater Seattle visit www.thechurchcouncil.org.
For info on the Faith Action Network visit www.fanwa.org.
Jesse N. Love serves as the print & publications manager for the PNWUMC.
E-mail channels@pnwumc.org if you would like to respond to this story.
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By Patrick Scriven

Leave a comment about this story on
The PNW News Blog at
bit.ly/interfaith-gun-laws

eattle clergy from a
variety of faith traditions took a stand
on Thursday, Dec.
20, 2012 against gun
violence.
An interfaith coalition of religious leaders from the greater
Seattle Area gathered
Thursday at Temple
de Hirsch Sinai for a press conference to
advocate the necessity of taking action in
response to the tragedy in Newton, Conn.
where 28 children and adults died.
Imam, rabbi, pastor, priest – Christian,

Jew, Muslim, Sikh – all were present to
represent broad religious support for reasonable gun laws.
United Methodist pastors who were
present for the signing and the press conference included the Revs. Sanford Brown,
John Helmiere, Cathy Law, Monica Corsaro, Karla Fredrickson, Katie Ladd, and
Seattle District Superintendent the Rev.
Patricia Simpson.
Brown, speaking at the event, encouraged action, “We have to do something.
How many more children do we have to
lose before we make a decision as a society,
to change the way we do business?”
Leaders representing their various faith

communities spoke before signing a statement that called for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A ban and buy-back
on assault-style rifles
A ban on large capacity clips
Universal background checks
Properly-funded regulatory authority
Trigger locks and safe storage
requirements
Gun identification technology
Investments in mental health
An end to the glorification of violence
in media through children and youth
video games

Continued to the next page
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Continued to the next page

Faith leaders repeatedly
asked how long we needed
to wait before we address the
problem.
The focus on new gun control legislation was in stark contrast to the statement released
by the National Rifle Association. While also deploring the
culture of violence and recognizing the need to seriously address mental illness, the NRA
offered no meaningful support
of further gun control laws,
suggesting instead that each
school ought to have an armed
police officer to help prevent
these events.
Patrick Scriven is the director of
Communications and Young Adult
Ministries for the PNWUMC.

The NRA’s
full statement is available
bit.ly/nra-statement-2012
News Coverage of the event
(video) is available on the King 5
website:
bit.ly/King5-Interfaith
The ‘With One Voice’ full statement is available in PDF form:
bit.ly/one-voice-statement
Photos of this event
are available on Facebook:
bit.ly/one-voice-photos
Download photos
from this event at:
bit.ly/one-voice-photos2
The United Methodist Church
passed a resolution in 2000
(revised in 2008) on gun violence
which can be found here:
bit.ly/gbcs-resolution-guns

For more information including
articles and photos on the UMC’s
response to this tragedy, visit
bit.ly/umc-responds-connecticut
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By Joan Hackett
Have you met a GBGM* missionary at your church recently?
Missionaries will be visiting the PNW this year:

• David and Lori Persons visited in January to 11 PNW churches.
• Katherine Parker will be here in February and March and traveling
to every District.
• The Rev. Lyda Pierce will itinerate in April/May and the Rev. Paul
Jeffrey in the Fall.
• Tara Miller a US2 at Mary’s Place in Seattle can also visit
churches.

s many as 54 churches supported missionaries in 2012 and 13 of them supported more
than one missionary (By district: Vancouver-17; Tacoma-10; Seven Rivers-6; Seattle-11;
Puget Sound -5 and Inland-5) If your church
does not have a Covenant Relationship with
a missionary yet, now would be a good time
to begin one. Preference for visits is given to
churches with a Covenant Relationship. The cost is $5 per member
per year or $2,500. Other churches are also invited to meet a missionary as schedules permit.
Please see the new Funding Ministry and Mission Outreach
2013 booklet for more details. Encourage your church to complete
a Covenant Relationship form as only one-third of these 54 churches have done so.
Bishop Grant Hagiya challenged the Conference in 2009 to initi-

ate at least 50 new Covenant Relationships with missionaries and
in 2010 at Annual Conference he doubled the challenge! Can we
gain 100 new Covenant Relationships?
Missionaries with the General Board of Global Ministries itinerate to supporting churches once every three years. List your missionary on your bulletin, newsletter and website and also publish
their e-mails as part of the mission of your local church. Missionaries serve all around the world as well as in PNW.
A Covenant Relationship with a missionary is one of the 5 Columns of Mission – every church is challenged to support mission
in these five ways each year.
Other Columns are:
•
•
•
•

Collecting for One Great Hour of Sharing (March 10, 2013)
Giving to UMCOR
Contributing to an Advance project listed in “Strength in Numbers”
Sending someone to Mission u (formerly known as Cooperative School of
Christian Mission)

*General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church.
Thomas Kemper serves as the General Secretary of GBGM. Kemper visited
Salmon Creek UMC in Vancouver, Wash. on October 2012.
Joan Hackett serves as the Conference Secretary of Global Ministries. Please
contact Hackett if you would like to have a GBGM missionary visit your
congregation: revkeithjoan@hotmail.com.

By Barbara Dadd Shaffer

he buildings are done. Now we are called to grow in our
support of the children. Is your church supporting the children in the two orphanages in the Congo? Many are.
If you are among the supporters, on behalf of the children, teens
and staff, thank you. May your support continue and grow!
If you are not, this is your invitation to do so. Consider being a
sponsor of one or more child or teen. You may consider the child
as a member of your extended family, including holding the child
or teen in your prayers. You will receive a photo and a brief biography of the child. The suggested donation is $493 a year but support of any amount will help. Or make a donation for the general
support of the orphans.
How, you ask? Contact the task force and we’ll give you all sorts
of information. Check out the website for photos and more information.
Note: The South Congo Conference of the United Methodist Church operates
two orphanages in the city of Lubumbashi, one for boys and one for girls. The
PNWUMC provides most of the financial support. Donations may be made
through your local church. Your church treasurer remits funds monthly to the
conference treasurer for transmittal to Africa.
Barbara Dadd Shaffer serves on the
Bishop’s Task Force on Hope for the Children of Africa.
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oday we recognize the creative energy,
profound commitment and path-breaking
ministry of the Youth Chaplaincy Coalition
led by Terri Stewart...” so began Michael
Ramos, Executive Director of The Church
Council of Greater Seattle. He announced
the winners of the Gertrude Apel Pioneering Spirit Award on Sunday, November 18,
2012 at Seattle First Baptist Church.
About Apel
The awards ceremony is in its fourth year honoring individuals and organizations that exemplify the pioneering spirit of the
Rev. Gertrude Apel. Apel was a United Methodist clergywoman,
who in the 1930s became the first General Secretary of what would
eventually be known as The Church Council of Greater Seattle.
Apel was an organizer, a tireless ecumenical leader who fostered
cooperation among diverse groups of people, and a woman who
“got things done.” Likewise, by the comments of many colleagues
in ministry, Terri Stewart, exemplifies that same pioneering spirit
and ecumenical leadership in her ministry with incarcerated youth.
Spiritual Gifts and Transformation
Joe Cotton, a lay minister with the Archdiocese of Seattle,
attended Seattle University with Stewart and has worked with
her at the King County Juvenile Detention Center. He identified her gifts of compassion, leadership ability, commitment &
willingness to work ecumenically. Cotton also recognized her
wisdom in developing faith-based prevention & follow-up programs that meet the needs of youth in South King County as key
reasons she deserves this award.
Through their work they have met, as Cotton says, “young
people who have done some pretty horrible, awful things” and yet
they will also tell you that they “have yet to meet a bad kid.” On
a daily basis, they meet “young people that are suffering at levels hard to comprehend…they are struggling with abuse, poverty,
neglect, gang affiliations, family breakdowns and unimaginable
difficulties. But unfortunately they are trapped in a cycle where
they transmit their pain and suffering into the broader community,” says Cotton. “The chaplaincy program is designed to invite
these young people to transform that pain into something beautiful and blessed. That’s what our faith calls us to do…and Terri
is somebody who embodies that quite beautifully,” says Cotton.
“I have had the honor of working with her, wandering the detention halls, bearing witness to her meeting one-on-one with these
young people; she has the ability to see that goodness in them, to
see their light…and be able to reflect that back to them, so that they
can come to know who they really are as children of God.”

A 2012 Gertrude Apel Pioneering Spirit Award recipient, Terri Stewart (left) with the Rev. Monica Corsaro.

By Ellen Johanson

Terri Stewart, Youth Chaplaincy Coalition recognized with
The Church Council of Greater Seattle’s Gertrude Apel Award
for transforming the lives of struggling young people

A Holy Invitation
Not only did Stewart develop the Youth Chaplaincy Coalition,
but she has also played a key leadership role in reaching out to
the community at large, inviting more and more people to become
part of this ministry. She made an effort to worship with congregations all around the community inviting people to care about these
young people who are troubled and struggling, to be in relationship with them, share meals and invite them to be a part of this
ministry, always asking the question “who is not at this table” and

then extending an invitation to those people; so she has formed a
coalition that includes Catholics, Baptists, Methodists, Lutherans,
Muslims, Jews…you name it…everybody has been invited.
MAP: A Holistic Approach to Mentoring
Stewart’s approach to ministry is holistic; she cares about mind,
body and soul. Her vision has expanded beyond the “what-canwe-do-for-incarcerated-youth” phase to “what do we need to be
doing for these young people outside of the detention system?”
How do we make our work preventive and ensure that when
young people leave the detention system they have positive faithbased communities to plug into for support and guidance? As a
result, she created a mentorship program called MAP or My Action
Plan. Incarcerated youth begin to think about what they want for
their lives, to make a plan for how to achieve that, to put the plan
into action and to have support and follow-up once they leave the
detention system. An important part of achieving these goals is the
creation of neighborhood youth mission teams. As relationships
are developed within the detention setting, young people are invited to join regionally-based small groups that focus on worship,
service, and study. When youth leave detention they now have
intentional communities where they can discover their mission for
life, pray together, develop a sense of longing and purpose, learn
what their gifts and talents are and how to offer those to the world.
They are invited to be of service in the community-- to serve others-which as Cotton says, “is exactly what the church is all about.”
Not only does the MAP and neighborhood mission team minister to troubled youth, but the volunteers also find a sense of
transformation, peace, satisfaction and accomplishment. Stewart provided an anecdote that illustrates this perfectly: she had
met a young man in detention and they started creating his action plan. When he left detention, they lost track of him. But,
because of the holistic vision of their work, Stewart was able
to find him in a group home and she was able to bring him to
the neighborhood youth mission team “so full circle, we are
wrapping our arms around him” said Stewart. “He lives in that
neighborhood and he will walk forward with us and hopefully
God will transform all of our lives.”
Interrupting the Cradle-to-Prison Pipeline
It is this kind of experience that makes Stewart grateful - for
God’s call, for the young people placed in her life, and for the United Methodist Church supporting her work. She is also thankful
for her home congregation at Bear Creek UMC for “launching” her
and Rainier Beach UMC for “catching” her. Stewart thanked her
family, husband and the coalition that surrounds her and joined
with her in creating a broad ministry where individuals are noticed,
help is provided and systemic change occurring in the community
to interrupt what she refers to as the “cradle-to-prison pipeline.”
The Rev. Monica Corsaro, pastor of Rainier Beach UMC, is exuberant when she talks of her church’s participation in the Youth
Chaplaincy Coalition. “(Stewart) is a perfect recipient to get this
award…and we at Rainer Beach United Methodist Church cannot
be more proud to be a conduit for this ministry to happen…with
Terri’s endless and abounding energy, this ministry…is going to
change the neighborhood, transform lives and at the end-of-theday, make disciples of Christ, not just for those young men, but for
those who are serving the young men.”

Terri Stewart serves as an unpaid associate minister at Rainier Beach United Methodist Church in Seattle, Wash. For more on the Youth Chaplaincy Coalition, check
out bit.ly/youth-chaplaincy. For more info on Rainier Beach UMC, visit rainierbeachumc.org and check out facebook.com/RBUMC.
Ellen Johanson serves as the manager for the Regional Media Center.
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t seems almost unreal that Christmas Institute 2012 (CI) has already
concluded. Through God’s will
and guidance, we have come back
from a successful CI, bringing
home with us long lasting lessons,
friendships, and memories.
This year, CI is proving to
continuously grow, bringing in
55 campers, and 16 of them firsttimers. Delegates from all over the
Pacific Northwest participated,
including friends from Garden Street UMC, Beacon
UMC, Ronald UMC, Lakeview Multicultural United
Church (Canada), Kent UMC, First UMC of Canada,
Bryn Mawr UMC, Silverdale UMC, Faith UMC, Ellensburg First UMC, and Lynden UMC.
The Firs (Bellingham, Wash.) hosted this year’s CI
from December 26-30. In these five days, campers
took part in meaningful worship, relevant workshops,
engaging family groups, and a time of self-reflection.
The Bible study and activities at CI centered on
the theme: “Take It to the Streets”. In the three full
days of camp, we focused on why we were going on
a journey, where we should go, and what would we
need to bring with us. Campers were encouraged to
follow the path that Jesus had started for us, to start
with the people closest to us, and to bring only the
most valuable equipment, ourselves.
Our scripture for this year, Matthew 10:5-8 (MSG),
began by saying:
Jesus sent his twelve harvest hands out with this
charge: ‘Don’t begin by traveling to some far-off place
to convert unbelievers. And don’t try to be dramatic
by tackling some public enemy. Go to the lost, confused people right here in the neighborhood. Tell
them that the kingdom is here. Bring health to the
sick. Raise the dead. Touch the untouchables. Kick
out the demons. You have been treated generously, so
live generously.’
Coincidentally, we had a total of 12 leaders at CI
this year that had prepared to follow Jesus’ charge and
to take it to the streets, CI-style.
CI 2012 was filled with a daily roller coaster
of emotions. We laughed together until our sides
ached, cried together until there were no more tissues
left, raised our hands to God until our arms cramped,
and praised God together until our voices cracked.
Reflecting back, we realized why leaders devote so
much of their time and energy to plan and execute
a camp like this. The chance to become witnesses of
how young people’s lives can transform and grow in
their relationship with God is the greatest gift.

CI-PNW wraps up 2012 by gathering young people for worship, small groups, and workshops
and to bring the word of God to both real and virtual mission fields.

By Yvonne Agduyeng and Faith Sairez

Hearing the testimonies of our campers encourages
us to continue to do this work for the Lord:
•
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“CI is important to me because I get to experience God in a different way. It’s sometimes easy
to forget the way of a Christian during everyday
life. There are so many responsibilities that we
have. Going to CI is a time where I can separate
myself from the world and just enjoy fellowship
with other Christians. It gives me time to reflect
on my life (especially in the past year) and use CI
as a motivation to right my wrongs or change my
behavior for the following year. It’s what I look
forward to every year! (Almost more than Christmas.)” –Anthony, 11th grade

•

“CI is important to me because it’s the reason I’ve
become close to God. I’d always gone to church
before, but CI has shown my faith in a whole new
light. Through CI, I realized so much about my
faith and myself more so than I would have ever
known without it. CI gave me a chance to look
inside myself and find the support I needed, from
God and from all the other CI campers (my second family), to keep on going on the journey that
God has set out for me.” –Nica, 8th Grade

•

“CI 2012 was the first CI I’ve ever been to. CI is
important to me because it gave me a reason to
be closer with God. Even before I came to CI; I
thought, ‘Yeah, I know God. I’m close to God. I
love God.’ But through CI and even after, I now
know the true meaning of becoming a believer
of God. CI gave me a chance to look at myself
from a different perspective. I wasn’t looking in
the right direction for support, until CI. I know
now that I’ve made new friends and throughout
CI, they’ve become family. And now I know the
true message God has for me, and that is to take it
to the streets.” –Flordeliza, post high-school

As first year directors, CI 2012 would not have been
possible without the help of our Leadership Team and
the Support Team. We are thankful for all for their
hard work and sleepless nights for the campers!
Also, we thank Pastors Shalom Agtarap, Conrado
Gonzaga, Bing Canlas, and Mark Galang for sharing
their messages with the campers. We would also like
to thank the Commission on Ethnic Ministries of The
Pacific Northwest Conference for their support in
helping make camp possible this year.
And lastly, we would like to extend a big THANK
YOU for our Co-Deans Pastors Shalom Agtarap and
David Valera for their continual prayers and everlasting support. A new year has rung in and our feelings
are mixed with sadness and nostalgia as we reflect on
our time at CI 2012, but we are surely excited to begin planning for CI 2013! Blessings and prayers for the
New Year and we hope to see you all again soon!
Editor’s note: This is a follow-up article from Channels 57,
October 2012. “Christmas Institute continues developing ethnic
leadership within the PNW” is available on the PNW News
Blog: bit.ly/ci-pnw-leadership. Yvonne Agduyeng and Faith
Sairez served as directors for Christmas Institute 2012.
For more photos from CI, visit bit.ly/ci-pnw-2012.

“My favorite moment about CI wasn’t just seeing
my friends or meeting new ones or having fun.
My favorite part was learning to accept myself
before I learn how to be a person to take it to the
streets in all ways possible.” –MJ, 11th grade
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distinctive feature
of our connectional ministry at
the University of
Puget Sound is
that it is embedded within the
structures of the college itself.
While that can cause some challenges at times, it also opens
the door to remarkable possibilities. This month, as a report
from the field of our various
ministries in higher education,
I’d like to share an exciting new
development that is possible
specifically because of our location within the College. Beginning next Fall, we will offer an
on-campus community, Intersections, focused on exploring
two sets of intersections: the
weaving together of spirituality
and social justice, and the connections between immigration
and incarceration.
The first intersection: spirituality and social justice.
Many of us, students and
faculty included, wrestle with
systems of meaning, with
evolving patterns of belief and
practice, and with integrating
personal values with the explosion of critical thinking that is at
the core of a liberal arts education. These conversations about
meaning intertwine with questions of both personal identities
(particularly race, gender, sexual identity, ability, religion, and
socioeconomic
background)
and social justice (exploring
and addressing structural and
incidental inequity in society)
have come to live at the core of
our chaplaincy at Puget Sound.
Intersections will give students
the chance to do so not only in
the classroom, but in their living community and through
structured engagement with
faculty, staff, and community
leaders – off-campus and oncampus.
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By JOE BRIGGS
n reflecting on what interfaith ministry means to me, I
think of these words from poet William Stafford:
If you don’t know the kind of person I am
and I don’t know the kind of person you are
a pattern that others made may prevail in the world
and following the wrong god home we may miss our star.

By Dave Wright
The second intersection: immigration and incarceration.
A group of local faculty
has been working for several
years to develop educational
opportunities at the Western
Washington Women’s Prison,
and recently organized into
The Freedom Education Project of Puget Sound (www.
fepps.org). Over the last two
years, members of FEPPS have
worked with my staff members
and I to engage student groups
in issues of injustice in incarceration in America, leading
to everything from internship
opportunities to our recently
completed “Books for Prisoners” drive in partnership with
Seattle’s Left Bank Books. In
a parallel process, others have
focused on immigration issues,
particularly relating to the
Northwest Detention Center,
Tacoma Community House,
and El Centro Latino. This
intersection has already led to
projects through our Alternative Break, panel conversations
with participants in the North-

west Detention Center Roundtable (http://nwdcroundtable.
org/), and the exploration of
ways to directly engage students in work with those detained (and their families) out
on the tideflats of Tacoma.
These intersections are coming together to create a program that has helped place our
students near the forefront of
what is being termed “Civic
Learning.” This emerging umbrella term attempts to embrace the wide range of (often
disconnected) community service practices, curricular programs, research initiatives, and
immersive education opportunities that are common in higher education. Puget Sound, as
one of only 50 schools invited
to be part of a pilot Civic Learning initiative called LEAD
(http://www.naspa.org/clde/
lead_initiative.cfm), is now
part of an emerging emphasis on Civic Learning that will
have rippling impacts on the
current and next generations of
college students – and through

them, hopefully, on our society.
The work for social justice,
especially when connected with
both personal and collective
systems of meaning and belief,
is at the heart of what many of
us in higher education do on a
daily basis. It’s also at the heart
of our denomination’s Social
Principles, and, I believe, at the
heart of the Gospel. As someone who was a product of
Methodist-supported higher
education, and who sees daily
the ways in which our conference and denominational connections impact the lives and
experiences of students of all
beliefs, all backgrounds, all
narratives, I’m grateful for
the ways that we are together
in this work. Know that – in
this area, as in so many others
– we are making a difference
for the world.
Dave Wright serves as the University
Chaplain and Director of Spirituality,
Service & Social Justice for the
University of Puget Sound.
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Reading the first few lines of this poem has always forced me to
think more deeply about the great friction and divide that has been
created around religion and cultural misconceptions. With this realization I become ever mindful that in order to sow seeds of hope,
understanding and peace, we must begin at the grassroots level
through meaningful dialogue, listening and mutual understanding.
During my time as the student leader of Common Bread, an intrinsic aspect of our work has been the promotion of discourse between world religions and spiritual faiths in order to gain wisdom.
This practice allows for our group members to grow in a renewed
sense of gratitude and respect for the spiritual beliefs, practices,
and traditions of themselves and others.
When I arrived at Common Bread, I had always associated
interfaith dialogue with talking - a forum of meaningful discus-

sion. With time, Common Bread has begun to redefine this understanding, allowing me to see that the success of interfaith
dialogue does not rely so much on talking but rather the act of
listening. The importance of listening was solidified for me during an event in which Common Bread invited the local Muslim
community to come share with us their religion, culture and
customs in addition to the many challenges they have faced in
being Muslim in the post 9/11 U.S. This event humanized the
Muslim faith and its followers, revealing the common values
that bridge our traditions, beliefs and practices, such as tolerance, love, forgiveness, peace, brotherhood, sisterhood, human
rights and respect. Such values rapidly begin to overshadow
the many stereotypes that have permeated this religion and its
people for centuries.
In witnessing the ways that otherness has been exploited, I become evermore mindful that interfaith dialogue is a must in today’s
world. Through the process of learning from our shared histories
and giving precedence to common values over those that seek to
divide us, I firmly believe that together we can create a vehicle for
change and peace, through the practice of interfaith dialogue.

Joe Briggs serves as a Common Bread Student Leader at The Evergreen State College

By FRED LaMOTTE
believe that interfaith
ministry
is ministry at the
crossroad, where
paths meet. That
space is a sacred
space, of vulnerability and transformation.
If one truly opens to the
dialogue, a strange sacrament happens: one is forever
changed, and yet one’s own
faith becomes stronger. As a
sword becomes stronger when

tested in the forge, molded,
dross of fear and prejudice
burnt off the blade. The sword
of faith becomes a scimitar, in
fact, as it passes through the
crossroad, because it is refracted by other faiths. Yet
it emerges on the other side
a widened, sharpened, more
powerful instrument.
The
center of the crossroad is the
center of the cross.
That is the secret of interfaith
ministry for me: this meeting

and honoring other faiths, and
listening to their heart, is the
work of Christ in this age. For
the love that emerges from our
fellow faiths is also Christ.
At Common Bread, we
gather to sing songs and chants
from Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Judaism, and
Earth Centered religions. We
welcome the Goddess faith as
well as the God faith. And after
our circle of singing and listening to one another share our

paths, we sink into deep silence
together, the silence of worship.
Then we make candle offerings
of prayer and hope.
At Common Bread’s interfaith circle, we move beyond
tolerance for one another, into
worship with one another. This
is a blessing. I am so grateful,
and so grateful for the open
hearts of BHECM and the Methodist vision, for supporting our
ministry. In our circle there’s a
place for You!

Fred LaMotte is a Quaker, a graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary, and a college instructor in World Religions.
LaMotte serves as the Common Bread Chaplain at The Evergreen State College.
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By Sophia K.R. Agtarap

he proverbial ball has
dropped. Well, literally, I
guess, for those who were
at some celebration for New
Year’s Eve. The New Year is
here! Some of you are saying, “Good riddance to 2012” (I know this because I’ve
seen your Facebook posts and tweets!),
while others are sad to see it end.
Some of you may have made resolutions while others are still deciding if you
should or not.
And one of those resolutions may have
to do with a romantic relationship you
have or are considering. I’m probably the
last person who should be dishing out relationship advice, but maybe all my stopping and starting and listening and reflecting has also afforded me this opportunity
to share what I’ve gathered through experience and the collective wisdom of the
Intewebs and social media, of course. You
know, all that live and learn stuff.
So, new year, new goals...and with Valentine’s Day around the corner, I’ll start
with these top crowdsourced tips.

1. Speak out loud.
Don’t assume your partner can or will
[or should] read your mind. I know that
I’m pretty guilty of this. I have certain expectations and needs and have faulted the
other person for not meeting them when
I haven’t been clear enough to verbalize
them. I come from a culture where there
are topics that you don’t talk about. Perhaps that speaks to your family situations,
too. One friend, Audrey, offered this advice: speak out loud. Difficult truths, fears,
& feelings become toxic when they aren’t
dealt with. Tactful, gentle conversations
about the scariest of topics can excise the
demons where pretending they don’t exist
just allows them to grow. Maybe you need
to write down what you’ll say or practice it
with someone. However you need to prepare yourself, take a deep breath and talk
about it. It opens the door to honest, and
hopefully healthier dialogue in the future.
2. Respect one another’s space.
I’m not just talking about physical
space, but emotional, mental and spiritual, too. I know in the early stages of a
relationship you’re going to want to spend
every moment with your new person. You
might even feel like her/his interests need
to become yours. In other words, don’t
drag them to church with you and don’t
make them talk about things they aren’t
ready to talk about - at least not yet. Pace
yourself and remember that you’re two
different people who had hobbies and
friends and work and commitments before
you started dating. Honor those things as
your relationship grows.

3. Relationships aren’t 50/50.
There’s definitely some give and take
and compromise that’s going to happen,
but it’s not going to be an even split down
the middle - at least not for most people.
My friend, Stephen, had this to share from
his marriage: Sometimes, you have to put
in 70% and other times hope that your
partner puts in 70% when you need it.
50/50 is what you hope to average in the
end! This isn’t a suggestion that you need
to keep score. It’s merely a reminder that
relationships take work.

4. Reading the book, “I Kissed Dating Goodbye” isn’t a guide to a healthy
Christian relationship.
I may get some pushback for saying
this, but I know too many people who
were encouraged to read this book by wellintentioned youth group leaders in their
churches and now have unhealthy outlooks
on what a healthy Christian relationship
should look like. The point is this: it’s ok
to date. And it’s o.k. to date people who
you might not end up marrying. It’s great
to have expectations [and you should] for
the person you’d like to spend your life
with. Maybe the person you end up marrying will have been the first person you
dated. Or met in seminary. But that’s not
likely going to be the case, nor is it a guarantee that it will last. Those expectations
for your ideal mate aren’t always clear at
18. Or 24. Or 33. So maybe it’s time you
took a pen and revisited that list you wrote
in your high school youth group, as my
friend, Laura recommends.
5. Real love isn’t something you fall into.
It’s a choice you make. This sage bit of
advice is from my Pastor Sandy in Seattle.
We have no shortage of romantic comedies and novels that have us hoping to be
swept off our feet after a chance meeting at
a coffee shop. And hooray for those who
want that sort of thing and get it. But for
the rest of us, being in love and staying in
love is a choice we make daily, in relating
with the person we care for, whether it’s a
spouse, partner, lover or friend.
6. It’s o.k. to go to bed angry.
I have a hard time with this one. Perhaps it’s that verse from Ephesians 4:26 that
says, do not let the sun go down on your
anger, that keeps ringing in my head. So
I keep wanting to talk, wanting to find a
resolution. But sometimes there isn’t one to
be found with emotions running high. So
I’m reminded by my friend, Eron, that: It’s
o.k. to go to bed angry, because sometimes
what you need is a good night’s sleep to be
able to communicate well. And she’s right.
Things don’t get solved when you’ve been
hurling insults at each other or pointing
the finger at who’s to blame. Sometimes
you just have to say, Goodnight, I love
you, and we’ll talk more tomorrow.”

So there you have it: a few relationship tips to kick off the New Year from folks who
have had their share of woes and joys. Happy New Year, and may 2013 bring about good
health and much peace, love and joy.

A boy holds a chicken in the rubble of
his damaged house in Cagayan de Oro
the day after Typhoon Bopha raged
through the southern Philippines
island of Mindanao. Photo by the
Rev. Paul Jeffrey/ACT Alliance.

By Patrick Scriven
Photos by The Rev. Paul Jeffrey, et. al.

was on an elliptical at my local
YMCA when I
needed to change
the channel. It
was a week or so
after the shootings at the Sandy
Hook Elementary School and
CNN was on the small screen
in front of me. Anderson Cooper was sharing some of the
stories of lives cut too short
and those they left behind. It
was too easy to relate, to empathize. No one should ever
cry while watching Anderson
Cooper, especially not at the
gym, so I quickly changed the
channel to ESPN.
While there have been several occasions over the past year
where I’ve questioned why I
call myself United Methodist,
the church’s response to the situation at Sandy Hook - by and
large, was not one of them. Our
denomination’s news agency
was on the scene almost immediately covering the tragedy

(Left) The Sandy Hook Elementary School makeshift memorial on Berkshire Road
in Newtown, Conn. 12 days after shooting. Photo courtesy of Wikipedia/Bbjeter.
(Right) Elliptical photo by www.localfitness.com.au.

from a United Methodist angle
and giving us all another avenue to relate. Many of our episcopal leaders offered thoughtful words of hope, often in
sharp contrast to theologically
harmful words offered by some
other “religious” leaders. We
were reminded by other church
leaders of former resolutions
passed to advance gun safety
and Social Principles held to
shape our response to some of

Sophia Agtarap serves as Minister of Online Engagement for Rethink Church with United Methodist Communications, and is a candidate for deacon in
The United Methodist Church through the Pacific Northwest Conference. Share this story from The PNW News Blog: bit.ly/top-6-relationship-tips.
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the underlying root issues.
I was also impressed by the
immediate response on social
media as United Methodist
clergy and laity turned to each
other to try to understand and
support one another - just as
so many others in the nation
did the same. Some churches
held vigils while many others
discarded weeks of deliberate
advent planning in order to
respond to the grief present in

our communities. I witnessed
collaboration and quick sharing
of resources in these circles and
the beginnings of conversations
that one might hope will continue down the road.
All that being said, there are
some words of Jesus that I was
already struggling with that
only grew in resonance. Preceding this tragedy our national attention, and a good deal of
the church’s focus, had been on
the damage caused by Hurricane Sandy to the eastern part
of the USA and our collective
United Methodist response.
What was bothering me was
the comparative lack of attention our ‘global’ church was
giving to the typhoons that
were ripping through Southeast Asia. The Philippines,
with its significant United
Methodist presence, had suffered through Typhoon Bopha
with a death count surpassing
1,000 but you could hardly be
faulted if you didn’t notice.
Continue to the next page
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But what really bothers me about all of
this isn’t the Church’s less than impartial
response, it’s that when I am honest, I don’t
seem to care as much about those lives either.
Enter those disturbing words of Jesus
from Luke 6:32-36:
If you love those who love you, why should
you be commended? Even sinners love those
who love them. If you do good to those who do
good to you, why should you be commended?
Even sinners do that. If you lend to those from
whom you expect repayment, why should you
be commended? Even sinners lend to sinners
expecting to be paid back in full. Instead, love
your enemies, do good, and lend expecting
nothing in return. If you do, you will have a
great reward. You will be acting the way children
of the Most High act, for he is kind to ungrateful
and wicked people. Be compassionate just as
your Father is compassionate.

Jesus calls us to love as God loves. That
is so hard to do.
Our United Methodist sisters and brothers in the Philippines are hardly our enemies, yet why is it so hard to create the same
room in our hearts? And closer to home, we
have been reminded in recent weeks of the
many deaths that occur due to gun violence
in more urban areas, casualties that don’t
seem to raise our national interest much.
Is it nationality, ethnicity, social status, or
geographical location that dictates our affection? Do we only grieve the young, the
innocent, those whose deaths were somehow determined to be buzz-worthy by the
media? Or do I have to be able to imagine it
happening to me, or to those I love, in order
for my empathy to be fully engaged? And
if this is the case, are we truly incarnating
God’s love or simply loving the reflection
of ourselves imposed on the other?
As United Methodists, we believe in a
God who distributes her love without regard to the divisions we see when we look
at the world. As Christians we understand
that we are called out by Jesus to embody
that way of divinely indiscriminate love –
even to our enemies. Yet, in the face of a
seemingly endless series of calamities, exhaustion and a resigned indifference are
our companions too often on the journey.
The crazy thing is this: I want to care
more.
I want the horrible things in the world to
make me cry without white-haired Anderson Cooper needing to interrupt my work-

If you would like more information about these resources or would like to check them out, please
contact the Regional Media Center at 1-800-755-7710 or www.regionalmediacenter.org. As
always we appreciate your comments about our resources. If you would like to share how you
used them and what you think of them, go to our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/rmcumc.

“I want a faith community that
equips me to see the world that is
really there, as God sees it.
I want help to feel without feeling
powerless. I want to belong
to a group of people who are
empowered to respond with hope
for those who suffer and to change
the underlying systems that
perpetuate injustice with them.
I don’t think that I am alone.”

By Ellen Johanson

Patrick Scriven
on wanting to “care more.”

out. I want a faith community that equips
me to see the world that is really there, as
God sees it. I want help to feel without
feeling powerless. I want to belong to a
group of people who are empowered to respond with hope for those who suffer and
to change the underlying systems that perpetuate injustice with them. I don’t think
that I am alone.
In this information age where so much
suffering is literally at our fingertips, perhaps the church’s primary task should be
something grander than pumping up worship attendance stats. What if we redoubled
our efforts to tell the stories that need to be
told, both to ourselves and to the world, seriously investing in the best practices of today and tomorrow? What if we committed
to transforming our faith communities into

places that help people to listen, feel, and
respond by making the best use of inherited
and innovative spiritual practices? What if
our online collaboration moved beyond
the incidental and accidental toward a reenvisioned connectionalism - allowing the
cloud to collate and redistribute the best we
collectively do and freeing us to act without
needlessly duplicating efforts?
The sad events of recent months do convince me of one thing. The world needs
God’s church as much as ever and we don’t
seem to be quite up to the task...yet. Paint
me an optimist though, I don’t think the
question is best put: Can we be the church?
After all, with God all things are possible.
The better question is instead: Will we be
the church? Struggling with this will be
equally frightening and exciting.

“You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind;
and your neighbor as yourself.”
Luke 10:27

earts. Love. They’re apt words for February. Did you know that together there
are more than 1,000 verses in The Bible
containing those words? So, I wondered,
“how many resources in the Media Center deal with hearts and love?” A simple
search revealed nearly 300 resources related to those two words!
February is not only the month when we think about love and
celebrate Valentine’s Day, but it is also American Heart Month and
Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month. Here are a few resources
that focus on healthy physical, spiritual and emotional relationships.

Patrick Scriven serve as the director of Communications, Young People’s Ministries for the PNWUMC.
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Creating Caring Congregations
D4439
This educational program is designed to decrease the stigma
associated with mental illnesses. Individuals share their personal
experiences with depression and anxiety providing a better understanding of how mental illness affects adolescents, young adults
and older adults and how congregations can respond to those who
suffer from mental illness. Carol Usher of Klamath Falls UMC said
this is “a very good resource”.
Healing is a Choice
D4539
The 10 sessions in this resource cover spiritual, emotional, physical and mental healing. If used in a small group setting, members
should expect intimacy and safety in confronting themselves and
God. There is a good balance between personal decision–making
and reliance on God in achieving healing. The 10 misconceptions
that prevent individuals from making choices that lead to healing
are explored.
Beginnings: The Spiritual Life
D4789
This 10-week program should be helpful for adults who want
to learn more about the Christian faith. Each two-hour session includes a meal, a DVD presentation about basic spiritual habits and
simple discussion questions for small-group participation. The
format is thoughtful, not formal. Think of it as a journey, a quest.
The Bible is a core resource, the language is inclusive and Rob Weber’s theology is agreeable with mainline Protestant Christianity.
Continue to the next page
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s we start the New Year of our Lord,
2013: I am struck by the power of
new beginnings. The relatively new
hymn, “This is the Day of New Beginnings” is rapidly becoming one
of my favorites, and my ever shifting list of songs to be played at
my funeral has this one included.
Listen to some of the stanzas:
This is the day of new beginnings,
time to remember and move on,
Time to believe what love is bringing,
laying to rest the pain that’s gone.
Then let us with the Spirit’s daring,
step from the past and leave behind
Our disappointments, guilt, and grieving,
seeking new paths & sure to find.
Christ is alive, and goes before us
to show & share what love can do.
This is the day of new beginnings;
our God is making all things new.

As we start the New Year, a whole year stretches before
us, and we can make it whatever we wish. The past does
not have to dictate our current and future options. God
makes everything new, and we can participate with God in
forging our own future direction.
We can do this on two levels:
1.

Personally: we can become the best person we hope to
be. What are our deepest hopes and longings for ourselves? What type of person and character do I wish to
forge for myself in the coming year? How can I deepen
my walk with God and Christ on a daily basis?

2.

Organizationally: what do I want my church, my district, annual conference and denomination to be like in
the future? What new directions and dreams can I envision for the church? What does God want for my church
in the coming year?

Continued from previous page

By the Waters of Babylon
D5050A
Take a hauntingly beautiful pilgrimage unlike one you’ve taken
before-- not to places on earth-- but to places within the soul. Visit
absence, aloneness, silence, and mystery. Stay in each place long
enough to experience what awaits: a presence, a solitude, a voice
and Absolute Mystery.
Finding Hope in Recovery series
D1100
Finding Hope in Recovery: Families Living with Addiction is a
series of resources produced by Mennonite Media Productions on
societal issues that create stigma. Documentary segments include
stigma, addiction, treatment, recovery and the gift of serenity. The
stories are heartbreaking, yet challenging. Travel with families
through the stages of recovery and setback and learn how recovery,
reconciliation and healing can happen. Includes closed captioning
and subtitles in English and Spanish.
How People Grow
D3650
This set of five DVDs focuses on Christian doctrine and themes
that show why all growth is spiritual growth and how you can
grow in ways you never thought possible. Find out what it takes
to experience increasing strength and depth in your spiritual walk,
marriage and family life, friendships and personal development.
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Love: All that and More
D3697
This three-part series uses pop-culture imagery, documentary
interviews and dramatic vignettes to help participants recognize
gender stereotypes and their influence on dating relationships. In
each videotape, young people of diverse identity (race, religion
and sexual orientation) discuss real-life dating experiences and
show how old gender stereotypes are giving way to expectations
for equality and mutual respect. The study guide contains the religious content necessary for use in Christian youth groups.

Visit greaternw.org for
a link to this article as well
as information on
The Greater Northwest
Episcopal Area
(Alaska, Pacific Northwest,
Oregon-Idaho)

You Matter More than You Think
D4635
In this bible study for women, Leslie Parrott shows how each
piece of your life, no matter how haphazard, represents a part of
what you do and who you are. While on the surface none of these
pieces may seem to make a terribly dramatic impact, they are your
life and when they are collected into a loving human heart, they become a treasure. If you have ever thought you don’t matter or the
things you do don’t matter then this study is for you. Kathie Clohesey of Rochester UMC said this is an extremely useful resource that
she plans to use in an intergenerational women’s study group.

Be the Hope,

Bishop Grant

Ellen Johanson serves as the manager for The Regional Media Center.
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At the start of every New Year, I engage in the process
of planning new directions for both the church and myself. These are not mere resolutions, but rather strategic
new directions that I hope to forge for a better tomorrow.
I formalize this list and place it right next to my daily to
do lists in order to remind myself of the bigger picture
that I am shooting for.
As you start the New Year may you open yourself up to
the power of new beginnings. May God grant you the insight to make the best plans for yourself and your church!
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“When I was a child, my speech, feelings, and thinking were all those of a child;
now that I am a man/woman, I have no more use for childish ways.”
Paul’s affirmation
I Corinthians. 13:11

By The Rev. Paul Graves
[elderadvocates@nctv.com]

s I imagine
him, the father looks to
the
horizon
every time he
comes out on
the porch. Even when working
the farmland with his older son,
the old man glances up on occasion to look down the road.
His young, restless hothead
son really did it this time! Still,
the father searches for him on
the horizon, but mostly in his
heart.
Imagination is a helpful
tool for us. But I doubt that
any of us who are parents need
much imagination activated to
identify with that yearning to
know our child/children are
safe, healthy, and maturing
into more whole persons. Our
hearts always seek for our children’s wholeness.
So why should God’s heart
be any different? As long as
we choose to better seek God
through human-centered images and feelings, let’s assume
God’s heart works like ours,
but more so. We hope God’s
heart is always searching for
us on the horizon, always
seeking our wholeness.
So why do we even use
language, or think thoughts
suggesting God “abandons”
us? I suppose it’s partly because there are biblical stories

“He called upon people to seek their
common hope, not their common
hatred. He was seeking God’s heart,
for God had sought his.”
The Rev. Paul Graves
on how John Wesley invited dialogue between “enemies”.

of people who felt that way -abandoned by God. I suppose
it’s also because we’ve had moments when we have truly felt
abandoned by God.
But what if our feelings
weren’t based on God-facts,
and only on our own desperation? Would that make any difference to you?
Look with me at a surprising
twist to a familiar quote by John
Wesley. In his sermon “A Catholic Spirit”, he utters a sentence
used often by preachers and
lay persons to make the point
that we really can get along.
“Is your heart as my heart?
(Then) Give me your hand.”
Two surprises in that quote:
1) Those are not Wesley’s original words: and 2) the original
context for the quote is quite
bloodthirsty. John took those
words from II Kings 10, out of
a story of two warrior-types
in ancient Israel, Jehu and Jehonadab.

As they destroyed people
all around them they saw as
enemies, when they encountered each other, there was an
unidentified change of perception. So Jehu said, “Is your
heart right, as is my heart
with your heart?” To which Jehonadab replied, “Yes, it is.”
“If it be, give me your hand,”
Jehu said. I’m not sure if they
saw in each other a common
hatred for others, but that may
have been the case.
Yet John Wesley turned
that vengeance-seeking heart
quotation into an invitation
to dialogue between persons
who perhaps were “enemies”.
He called upon people to seek
their common hope, not their
common hatred. He was seeking God’s heart, for God had
sought his.
I sometimes struggle against
the simplistic humanizing of
God for what I hope are good
reasons. Yet at the same time,

the notion of Incarnation always draws me toward a better understanding of how God
works in us and through us.
“Incarnation” is the technical
term, isn’t it?
While we can nitpick Incarnation nearly to death – “it
means this”; “no it means this”
– it does help us better understand God as we look ever
more carefully at who Jesus
was. Jesus used the Prodigal
Son story to focus on a father’s
undeterred love.
God’s love is like that, the
parable suggests.
Sometimes we paradoxically search for God through our
obsessions, our chronic distractions, even our religious devotion! But we just can’t find God
on those terms because we get
in our way.
In a way contradictory to
our thinking, God searches for
us by patiently waiting for us
in plain sight. Even when we
hide from God, or actively run
from God, She is as close as our
very breath, waiting for us to
catch a glimpse of Her in the
most ordinary of things.
The prodigal father couldn’t
see his son until he was closer
than the horizon. God sees
us every moment of our lives,
yearning for the moment when
we stop working so hard, when
we let go enough to just “see”.

ow do people over 50-60
years old deal with their
spiritual health IF they
want to grow beyond
where they are currently? We see the word
“transformation” used a great deal in our
denomination literature and in meetings
in our churches.
While I’m all for this focus, I must admit to some skepticism about the depth
of transformation we really want to endure. Are we looking mainly at changing the procedural ways we do ministry
as United Methodists? Might we also
consider changing who we are – deep
inside – as United Methodists?
The second task is much harder than
the first. It’s certainly the longer task. It
will take our whole lives long!
In a powerful and sometimes disturbing book, “A Lever and a Place to Stand:
The Contemplative Stance, the Active
Prayer”, Richard Rohr says some very
important things about this transformational task in a chapter called “Religion:
A Transformational System?” (pp. 29-44).
Here is a bare-bones description of what
he says about faith transformation.
The three parts of Hebrew Scriptures
– Law, Prophets, Wisdom – represent the
three stages of faith development. We
begin Stage 1 right where Jewish selfawareness begins, “and that is Torah:
Law, structure, identify, boundaries, certitude, order, authority, and clarity.”
It is here we hopefully develop a
healthy, happy, secure ego structure. But
if we stay with this first life-task too long
(trying to “get it right”?), we tend to focus more on the “container” and less the
“contents” of life to put into the container.
Rohr says it this way: “After a while
one gets so invested in doing the task of
Law and (trying to maintain) social and
personal order that we almost always
think that is what religion is for!” We
can easily get stuck here and yet think
we have a mature faith.

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the chair for the Conference Council on Older Adult Ministries.
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“Are we looking mainly at
changing the procedural ways we
do ministry as United Methodists?
Might we also consider changing
who we are – deep inside – as
United Methodists?”
The Rev. Paul Graves

talks about his skepticism about “transformation” in the Church.
But wait! There are two more stages
before we reach maturity.
The second life task we need to engage
is represented biblically by the Prophets.
They criticize “normal religion” and offer
alternatives.
In stage 1, we rely almost exclusively
on outside authority (parents, teachers,
church, etc.) to bring meaning and order to our lives. Then we move into a
time (teen rebellion is a great example)
where we seek a more inside authority
– ourselves.
We won’t “trust anyone over 30”, or
anyone who doesn’t agree with our life
views. Of course, those life views are
based on our limited life experiences as
teenagers or young adults. (Even now,
we do well to consider that our life experiences at 70, 80, 90 years old may
actually be only one lived year…but repeated 70, 80, 90 times!)
But Rohr suggests that to move toward spiritual maturity, we need to experience a third life stage as symbolized by
Biblical Wisdom Literature. It presents
us – both subtly and directly – with life’s
paradoxes and mysteries. These wisdom

books are not “conventional”, either/or
wisdom, but alternative wisdom (contemplative, non-dualistic).
Rohr sees this alternative wisdom particularly in the book of Job, “where the
psyche is finally mature enough to have
faith in the form of darkness instead of
light, whereas stage one insists upon total light and explanation.” We can see this
in many of our own liturgies, hymns, attitudes and ingrained perceptions.
The third task of dealing with paradox “cannot be tackled until one has
walked through the first two. It is a sequential journey (There are no short-cuts
to wisdom!). If you stay just in stage
one conformity or stage 2 criticism, you
are in no way ready for mystery, paradox, the collision of opposites that is the
cross, or quite simply, adult faith.
You are really not capable of anything
except dualistic, either/or thinking. That
is the best explanation I have found for
why most religion remains so immature.”
Wow! Rohr certainly calls as he sees it,
doesn’t he. His insights may not always
set well, but they are certainly worth our
wrestling with.

This article can be viewed and shared at the PNW News Blog at bit.ly/NE-Adult-Task.
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Sunday

February 2013

Monday
27

Tuesday

3

10

• Middle School/Jr.
High Retreats @ Camp
Indianola

17

4

11

• Hope for the Children
of Africa @ PNWUMC

18

• President’s Day
(Conference Office is
Closed)

29

• CCOYAM @
PNWUMC
• Roots & Wings
Puget Sound District
Training @ Edmonds
UMC

12

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

23

28

1

2

• Annual Conference
Worship Team @
PNWUMC

27

• Board of Discipleship @
PNWUMC
• Camping Board of
Stewards @ PNWUMC
• Rules Committee @
PNWUMC

March 2013
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

25

26

27

28

3

4

5

6

7

17

11

• Cabinet @ PNWUMC

8

• Board of Global
Ministries @ PNWUMC

12

13

14

15

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

• Board of Congregational
Development @
PNWUMC

• Extended Cabinet @
PNWUMC
• Annual Conference
Worship Team @
PNWUMC

24

31

• NW Foundation @
PNWUMC

• Elder Advocates @
Wesley Gardens

9

16

Saturday
1

• Connectional Table @ PNWUMC

• Board of Ordained
Ministry - Recruitment
Team @ PNWUMC

• Middle School/Jr.
High Retreats @ Camp
Indianola

• Commission on
Religion & Race @
PNWUMC

24

10

2

8

26

Tuesday

• BHECM @ PNWUMC

Saturday
1

7

• Extended Cabinet @
PNWUMC

Monday

Friday
31

6

• Board of Congregational
Development @
PNWUMC

• Cabinet @ PNWUMC

Thursday

30

5

• Cabinet @ PNWUMC
• Tuell Center:
Transforming
Ministry Workshop @
PNWUMC

25

24

• Inland District Choir
Festival @ Central
UMC

Sunday

Wednesday

28

• Vancouver District
Leadership Training @
Salmon Creek UMC
(Morning), @Hoquiam
UMC (Afternoon)

2

9

• Seattle District Training
Day @ Kent UMC

16

• Passion for Peace with
Justice @ Vancouver
Heights UMC

23

• CCOYAM @ PNWUMC

30

• “Victory over the Grave” by Bernard Plockhorst. Part of the altarpiece at Berlin Immanuelkirche in Germany. Bernard Plockhorst was a German artist 1825-1907. The illustrations
of the life of Jesus Christ by Bernard Plockhorst and Heinrich Hofmann were especially popular in the United States, and were often grouped together in Bibles and Christian Sunday
School materials. The styles of these two artists were similar, possibly because they were both professors at the German Art School and worked together. Visit bit.ly/SpyxYc for more info.

