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BASIC ERT CLASS ADVANCE CLASSES

BADGE RENEWALS CHAINSAW CLASS

Lazy F
Camp and Retreat Center

16170 Manastash Road
Ellensburg, WA

Questions?
Contact Kathy Bryson,

PNWUMC ERT Coordinator
pnwumcert@gmail.com | 509-539-2978

Friday & Saturday • May 11-12, 2018
Details and registration coming soon.

Tomorrow Depends on Today!
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or the PNW Early Response Team program, 2017 
was a year of firsts. We hosted our first annual 
weekend “Spring Training” at the Lazy F Camp 
and Retreat Center in April for 21 new and current 
program participants traveling from Washington, 
Idaho and Oregon. We also kicked off our first 
chainsaw training at Lazy F while clearing a few 
unwanted trees and stacking up needed firewood. 

PNW ERT members were engaged for the first time in a three-
phase response to Spokane County’s devastating spring floods. 
Partnering with Oregon-Idaho Conference ERTs, team members 
contacted 71 local Spokane Co residents on behalf of the Spokane 
County Emergency Management in May to determine needs. A 
combined PNW and OR-ID ERT assessment and client call group 
then performed site assessments. As a result, 12 ERT members 
responded to and mucked out six Spokane County homes.

Freshly out of the Spring chainsaw training, four PNW and 
OR-ID ERT members served as the first Greater Northwest 
chainsaw team in May clearing two home sites in the Okanogan 
County area in preparation for rebuilding homes destroyed by the 
2015 Okanogan wildfires.

In early June 24, ERT members responded to the call for 
Pastor Laurie Sardinia’s home fire recovery in Yelm. Twelve ERTs 
finished the work in three days by hauling burned debris, sifting 

By KATHY BRYSON

ashes and site clearing for her new home. This is the first time 
this number of ERT members responded to the call for a fire relief 
mission. 

Between September 30 and November 4, PNW Disaster 
Response trainers taught four ERT Basic/Advanced classes 
in response to interest in supporting hurricane relief in Texas, 
Florida and Puerto Rico. A total of 74 people attended the 
classes held in Washington and Alaska. This is the first time 
this number of classes was taught in a short time frame for this 
number of people. 

The year 2017 ended as busy as it started. In partnership with 
the OR-ID Conference, three ERTs deployed on relief missions 
to Houston and the Rockport/Port Aransas areas in response 
to Hurricane Harvey support. About 22 ERT members mucked 
out homes, moved debris, sorted mold-damaged household 
items, performed site assessments and tarped roofs. This is 
the first time three of our teams have flown to support disaster 
relief. ERT members giving their time and resources along with 
the generosity of donors and prayerful support made their Texas 
missions, along with all the 2017 ERT missions, possible.  

Kathy Bryson serves as an Early Response Team Coordinator for 
PNW UMVIM. 
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shapes Christian identity
among young people

Who is God to us? 
What does God 
mean to you?
By NICA SY
Photos by HAZEL ROLLOLAZO 
and KEVIN TABORA

hristmas Institute 2017, or CI, challenged 
campers to question, explore, and 
discover the role of Jesus in their lives 
through the theme, “Who Do You Say 
I Am?” This particular theme also 

encouraged youth and young adults to question 
their personal and spiritual identity in a digital 
world. This camp was held from December 26-20, 
2017 at The Firs in Bellingham, Washington. 

Read more at The PNW News Blog:
bit.ly/ci2017-testimonies

Banquet Night brings folks together for 
friends and food!

Young people get together for art 
workshop at CI 2017.

Bishops, agency respond to 
#MeToo movement
By HEATHER HAHN | Photo illustration by KATHLEEN BARRY

By THE REV. DR. MAIDSTONE MULENGA

As allegations of sexual misconduct rock the U.S. from the sets of Hollywood to the 
halls of Washington, United Methodist leaders acknowledge that the church also has 
seen such abuses of power.

In a joint statement released Jan. 23, the Council of Bishops and the Commission 
on the Status and Role of Women “strongly encourage and support the reporting of 
sexual misconduct, including sexual harassment allegations within the church.”

To the extent of their ability, the bishops and agency staff, also pledge, “to do the right thing in every complaint received, including 
listening well to hear the story and developing a response which holds persons accountable and offers healing for all affected.”

The signers of the statement are Bishop Bruce R. Ough, Council of Bishops president; Bishop Tracy Malone, board president of 
the commission; and Dawn Wiggins Hare, the commission’s top executive.  | Read more at UMC.org: bit.ly/bishops-metoo

Commission on a Way 
Forward prepares updated 
report to bishops
The Commission on a Way Forward is nearing the completion of its task 
of making recommendations of possible ways forward for The United 
Methodist Church regarding the inclusion of LGBTQ persons in this global 
denomination.  Read more at The PNW News Blog: bit.ly/cowf-update



For  Men,  Women and Young People  

Plenary Study: What 
About Our Money? 

Rev. Neal Christie 

Assistant General Secretary for Education & 
Leadership Formation  General Board of 

Church & Society 

Embracing Health & Wholeness 
Rev. Dr. JoAnn Shipley 

Pastor, Vancouver Heights United Methodist 
Church 

Rev. Dr. Carol Mariano 

Retired Senior Pastor, Haller Lake United 
Methodist Church 

Rev. Golden Neal 

July 13-16, 2018 
Central Washington University 

Ellensburg, WA 

A Cooperative Venture of the PNW UMW and the Conference Board of Global Ministries 

Youth Study: Is It Just 
Money? 

Amanda Hutchinson & Sara Culp 

Joan Hackett, Dean 

revkeithjoan@hotmail.com 

 

Susan Chamberlain, Co-Registrar 

susancchamberlain@yahoo.com 

Register online now! 
https://pnwmissionu2018.eventbrite.com 

 
(Please contact Co-Registrar if you need 

assistance registering online) 

Fulltime: $300.00 

Weekender: $255.00 

Commuter: $200.00 

Add $20 to price for registrations after May 
31, 2018. 

Missionary Conferences with 
a Difference 

Bishop Mary Ann Swenson 
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By THE REV. DR. CARMEN MANALAC-SCHEUERMAN

Ideas & Inspiration

Every month we send you just 5 ways you can better equip 
Vital Congregations and make disciples of Jesus Christ.

1. Finding hope and new possibilities for small membership churches. 
2. Explore places where the Wesley brothers lived and served.
3. Discover the new go-to place for free youth ministry planning tools. 
4. Develop creative practices to grow a deeper faith. 
5. Are you looking for new resources for Lent?

Read more: bit.ly/5ideas-discipleship

Change the World (D2022)
Making a positive difference in a hurting world, serving the least, lost, and lonely in Jesus’ name, 

spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ, isn’t that what Christians are supposed to do? This 
study will guide church leaders into the work of global mission by helping them find ways to use 
all opportunities and aspects of church life from worship to education to fellowship to budgeting to 
facilities for missional outreach. As pastor of Ginghamsburg UMC in Tipp City, Ohio, Slaughter’s 
church serves those in need from local Dayton to international Darfur. Under his leadership the 
church has grown from 90 worshipers to more than 5,000.

Commissioned as Global Missionary 
of the UMC

raise the Lord!
After almost three years, returning with my family to 

Philippines serving as Christian Education professor at 
Union Theological Seminary, and from my Ph.D studies 

at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois, 
I am now a commissioned Global Missionary of the UMC! The 
turn of events in our lives is fast.

The commissioning was on October 12, 2017. It was led by the 
staff of the General Board of Global Ministries Bishop Hee-Soo 
Jung, president of the board; Thomas Kemper, general secretary; 
the Rev. Judy Chung, executive secretary of Missionary Service; 
and Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton. My husband Jeffrey and our 
son RhythmLee were also in attendance. The commissioning 
was held in Grace UMC at the headquarters of Global Ministries 
of The United Methodist Church in Atlanta, Georgia. My 
missionary placement is at Davuilevu Theological College in 
Nausori, Fiji Island and my deployment date is February 5, 2018.

At Pacific Northwest Conference
Right after commissioning, our family flew to The Pacific 

Northwest Conference for my pre-assignment itineration on 
October 13-18, 2017. It was home! Friends from the Philippines, 
colleagues from Garrett-Evangelical and my husband’s family 
were there.

Our first week as Global Missionary was affirming and inspiring. 
It was highlighted with the following: Preaching at Seattle: Beacon 
UMC, conversations with our Filipino Caucus, conversations with 
Renton UMC, and a visit to Oregon First UMC.

We are grateful to Marilyn Reid, the PNW’s Conference 
Secretary for Global Ministries who arranged this pre-assignment 
itineration together with the Rev. John Mark Galang, pastor of 
Beacon UMC.

Prayed for by PNW Filipino Caucus
My conversation with Filipino Caucus was concluded with a 

prayer led by the Rev. Allan Ocampo. 

A Global Missionary’s Tour of the PNW

These fellow pastors are also missionaries. They come from 
different parts of the Philippines to Pacific Northwest where they 
serve the least, the lost and the lonely. God just blessed my 
family with covenant partners who will pray with us and for us as 
we embark on this new Missionary Journey in Fiji.

Conversation with Renton UMC
The men’s group of Renton UMC welcomed Jeff and I with a 

meal followed by a conversation of our Call to Mission. It was a 
story connected to their church because Jeffrey is from Renton 
and served as a Volunteer in Mission to the Philippines, where 
our love story began. It was concluded with a prayer. An offering 
of support was taken and sent to my GBGM Advance number. 

At the Old Oregon City UMC
We visited Oregon City UMC where Jeffrey’s parents, Lee and 

Eileen Scheuerman were commissioned as Global Missionaries 
to Pakistan in 1948 where they served for 22 years. Standing 
beside us is the Rev. Michael Benischek, Pastor of Oregon City 
UMC. It was a sacred moment.

Call for Covenant Partners
My family and I are your Missionaries to Fiji. We were blessed 

to begin our first week with you as Global missionaries. We are 
grateful for your hospitality. We ask you to pray for us and be 
our covenant partners. Here is a link for how you can support 
me and other Global Missionaries of the UMC: bit.ly/gbgm_
carmenscheuerman

Thank you. May the blessing of God; his son Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit be upon us all as we continue to serve God in places 
where we are called. 

Special thanks to Marilyn Reid.

The Rev. Dr. Carmen Manalac-Scheuerman serves as a Global 
Missionary of The United Methodist Church and is stationed in 
Nausori, Fiji.

RESERVE THIS 
RESOURCE! 
Contact Ian 
McKnight at 
imcknight@
pnwumc.org 
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hree United Methodist women sit in a classroom, 
sipping coffee and tea on a cool Saturday morning 
in December. This could easily be the first line of a 
joke, but it’s the reality for us; first, second, and third 
year (respectively) Masters of Divinity students at 
Boston University School of Theology. The world 

of seminary is an exciting place, full of new experiences and 
an overwhelming amount of theological reading. While these 
insights are unique to our context and our privileges, we wanted 
to share some of the ideas we’ve learned in seminary so far.

Being in school is complicated, but worth the time (most of 
the time). 

The choice to come to seminary wasn’t one that necessarily 
fell in line with what was easy, and the decision to leap into it 
wasn’t made lightly. It takes a lot of discernment. The challenge 
of choosing a seminary translated well into the challenges we are 
finding as we journey through school. Often the troubles with being 
a student in seminary are less about the level of work, and more 
about the fact that our hearts and souls are at the center of our 
theological studies. 

Seminary can be a bit competitive. People want you to 
think that they have their lives together, so they’re constantly 
talking about their plans -- which can be intimidating. We’ve all 
questioned if we are good enough to be in seminary, especially 
when our peers seem to know exactly what intersections of 
theology they’re studying, and the meanings of words like 
“hermeneutic” and “ontological” and their usage.

There are also moments when you know you are in the right 
place. When you’re in class and Bishop Susan Hassinger affirms 
that what you’re bringing to discussion is worth thinking about, 
or when you make an important connection that you finally have 
space to name, it feels worth it. You are here for a reason and 
have something to contribute, both to the seminary community 
and the world. Realizing this is a holy moment.

Relationships are both draining and incredibly life-giving. 
Seminary is a bubble. People are learning from the same 

professors, living in a similar geographical area, and focusing on 
education as one of their primary roles. Shared experiences are 
everywhere.

This gets frustrating sometimes, when escaping from 
conversations about liturgy and exegesis, and into an argument 
about the latest Grey’s Anatomy episode is only something you 
dream about. But as much as we can avoid the people we’re 
with, it is truly a breath of fresh air that there are people around 
you who just ‘get it’.

The people you share a classroom with throughout the entire 

Bailey Elizabeth Maggie
school week are also the people who are there for you when you 
make progress in the ordination process, as well as when news hits 
that impacts your community. We find beauty in those relationships, 
and we can see God through them in an authentic way. 

You need to be able to get out of “school mode”. 
Ministry is not a 9-5 job, and neither is being a seminary student. 

Being able to ‘unplug’ from life as a student is difficult, because 
many of the things you’re learning, in and out of the classroom, 
are things that you care about at the core of your being. When 
God is central to your spiritual identity, a constructive theology lecture 
on suffering isn’t just a lecture. And when the class time ends, 
the conversations don’t stop, because they’re deeply relevant and 
meaningful. This is why caring for yourself is so essential. Knowing 
when to take a deep breath or delete your Twitter app for a few 
days is just as important as knowing when to read those final 30 
pages of your Christian history textbook or adding those extra ten 
footnotes to your research paper. 

Self-care can feel like pulling teeth sometimes, because when 
you love school and what you are learning, boundaries aren’t cut 
and dry. Even something as clinical as forcing yourself to do one 
non-academic ‘fun’ activity a week (which is a real goal for Bailey) 
can be a challenge. But breathing is needed to get out of your head 
and tap into those things which make your soul happy. 

Seminary student or not, we all should step outside and look 
at those Christmas lights, have a drink at a local pub, and watch 
Buzzfeed videos for too many hours. Do what makes your heart 
happy.

There are a new set of dynamics to navigate when you go 
home.

Being at home for breaks leads to questions about ministry 
and school, as well as being “voluntold” to pray for all family 
gatherings. Being from Tennessee (Maggie), Michigan 
(Elizabeth), and Alaska (Bailey), these trips home don’t 
happen often for us. Intentional meals at favorite restaurants, 
conversations with mentors that are hours away, and sleeping in 
our own beds are rare, and are planned months in advance. It’s 
hard to go back home and talk about the things you have learned 
with people you love. Seminarians speak a different language, 
and that’s not translatable automatically. When you go to your 
home church, you see your pastors in a different light, and know 
more of the “secret language” that comes with this thing called 
church work. You’re able to talk about your seminary experience 
with someone who has survived it.

Both when you are at home, and in the city you go to school 

Continue to the next page

By BAILEY BRAWNER,
ELIZABETH HURD,
and MAGGIE WARD
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Ordained Ministry in The United Methodist 
Church (D1300)

This DVD and booklet has been prepared 
by The General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry, to recruit, prepare, nurture, educate and 
support the development of Christian leaders (lay 
and clergy) for the transformation of the world 
through Christian discipleship.

By THE REV. RACHEL NEER

RESERVE THIS RESOURCE! Contact Ian McKnight
at imcknight@pnwumc.org 

roject Transformation: Pacific 
Northwest is a ministry of The United 
Methodist Church whose mission is 
to engage young adults in purposeful 

leadership and ministry, support children in 
holistic development, and connect churches to 
communities.  

Just $40 a day provides breakfast, lunch, and a 
snack for children living in vulnerable communities, 
high-quality training for young adults exploring 
careers in ministry, and provide new and exciting 
ways for church members to connect to the 
community.  Individual and group gifts up to 
$10,000 from The United Methodist Church will be 
matched through the end of February.

Give to our Conference Advance #337 with 
“Project Transformation” in the memo line.  Send 
your gifts to the PNW Conference Treasurer at P.O. 
Box 13650, Des Moines, WA 98198.

Feel free to contact the Rev. Rachel Neer, 
Executive Director, at rachel@ptpnw.org or 931-
252-2677 with any questions. 

Insights

in, you’ll get mixed reactions when you tell people you’re studying 
theology. Sometimes, when you don’t want to deal with it you 
say you’re getting your Masters of Divinity and say, “like in Harry 
Potter!” Truly, you are a seminarian outside of seminary, and 
conversations in an Uber and at home don’t allow you to forget 
about it. A wonderful aspect of this is that people often share 
their stories and struggles with you, and you’ll find moments of 
humility wrapped up in the everyday nature of life.

You’re not as socially informed as you think you are.
Even though some of your peers will act like they are super-

informed, you know that deep down they’re still struggling with 
finding their voice, just like you are. Being informed is both in 
the classroom with inclusive language and outside of it, listening 
to people who may be different than you. There are moments 
when you can put language to things you’ve always believed, like 
that God, in her entire being, can be female or male or not have 
a gender at all, because God transcends human labels. Social 
justice and theology are not mutually exclusive.

As young women in ministry, we three choose to advocate 
for other women’s voices to be heard. We are all used to getting 
asked questions about being a woman in ministry, a conversation 
that requires patience and grace. You realize that you are a 
strong, independent woman who knows theology and can speak 
for yourself.

Yet, the reality that you sometimes have to deal with injustice 
done to women’s voices and bodies, like your own, cannot 
possibly erase the huge amount of privilege you embody. As 
white, middle class, educated, cisgender, Christian people, we 
realize that we walk through the world with a lot of privilege. 
Walking with that privilege means that we need to find ways to 
be advocates for justice, and also know when our voices are not 
needed in conversations. We have realized that we need to listen 
a lot more and talk a lot less.

 
You need to hold onto your calling, but you also need to let 
it evolve. 

It’s easy to forget your call, even in the midst of seminary. But 

other times, you sit down for an hour-long conversation with the 
dean of the school and she affirms your call. It’s a sappy mix.

You’re often engaged with the future of the church. This 
means trying to wrestle with the fact that you love the church on 
most days and sometimes wrestle with the fact that it can hurt 
people, but amidst it all you are still called. Not everyone is called 
to be a pastor, but we are all called to something. Seminary won’t 
necessarily reinforce your idea of what you’re called to; if you’re 
open to change it might be reimagined.

In seminary, you cry and laugh a lot. And that’s okay. Take a 
breath.

Maggie is still learning what the T does, Elizabeth has 
mastered the public transportation system in her treks across 
Boston to Cambridge, and Bailey rocks the BU shuttle everyday 
of her life. So while they’ve (more or less) mastered living in 
the city of Boston, they’re all still trying to figure out what this 
seminary thing is about. In the meantime, they are learning and 
growing in a community who loves and supports one another 
while practicing grace to both their neighbors and themselves. 

To learn more about your own calling talk to your local pastor or 
visit the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. If you 
would like to share some of your own seminary musings, e-mail 
channels@pnwumc.org!

Continued from the previous page
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Everything Must Change (D2020)
Our world faces 

unprecedented 
challenges and crises, 
and the church will 
either be part of the 
problem or part of the 
solution. In this DVD, 
Brian McLaren expands 
on his provocative book 
“Everything Must Change, to show how 
a fresh understanding of the message 
of Jesus brings healing and sanity to the 
three major societal and global crises 
of our time: a damaged environment, a 
growing gap between rich and poor, and 
a growing threat of catastrophic war. This 
DVD help small groups discover what the 
life and teachings of Jesus have to say 
about the most critical global problems we 
face today.

Dear United Methodist friends in the 
Pacific Northwest,

op of 2018 to you! I pray that God 
will lead us on a good path this 
year, that shines light, cultivates 
life, and showers joy into the world 

through our lives, our ministries and our 
churches.

Last June, the Annual Conference 
voted to reduce by one the number of 
districts in the Pacific Northwest. We 
are in the process of living into this 
re-assignment of churches to districts. 
I want to let you know how the process 
is unfolding, and what to expect in the 
months ahead.

Officially, but invisibly, churches 
were ALREADY assigned to the new 
MISSIONAL districts as of January 1, 2018 
to avoid confusing mid-year budgetary and 
administrative changes. I say “invisibly,” 
because local churches won’t notice 
much, if any change – NOT YET!

We are emphasizing that districts 
are MISSIONAL because every church 
is called to reach beyond itself to 
engage its community in life-giving, 
world-transforming ways. Districts help 
established congregations to think beyond 
themselves and to innovate in ways that 
create new places for new people with the 
potential to transform lives, communities, 
and even the world.

The district superintendent you had 
in 2017 will continue to supervise your 
pastor and consult with your congregation 
until Annual Conference in June. If you 
have a pastoral change, the district 
superintendent you’ve had in the past will 
introduce your new pastor and work with 
you through the transition.

During the first half of 2018 district 
superintendents will work with elected 
leaders to create and implement an 
organization and identify officers for the 
new missional districts. By July 1, 2018 all 
organizational units and officers should 
be aligned to the new missional district 
boundaries. Also on July 1 pastors and 
churches will begin to identify with their 
new missional district assignment and to 
its district superintendent.

During Annual Conference we will have 
opportunity to mark the shift and meet 
as colleagues and friends within our new 
district affiliations.

In the fall someone asked me, what 
does “Crest” in Crest to Coast refer to?

The Pacific Crest Trail runs from the 
US border with Mexico in the south, north 
along the backbone of the Sierra Nevada 
and Cascade mountain ranges and across 

Installment #2 

the US border into Canada. The “crest” is 
the crest of the mountains. On one side 
of the crest rivers run to the east. On the 
other side of the crest rivers run to the 
west. The Crest to Coast district runs from 
the Cascade Crest to the Pacific Coast.

My question is, who’s gonna organize 
the Crest to Coast relay to inaugurate the 
new district?

If you have questions or concerns 
during this transition, the district 
superintendents are prepared to respond.

Change comes with challenges. There 
will undoubtedly be some unexpected 
bumps and grinds. I pray that each of you 
will help us make this transition as smooth 
as possible. With your good will (and 
humor) and God’s grace, we’ll make it. 

Living in Faith,

Already, But Not Yet
By BISHOP ELAINE JW STANOVSKY

RESERVE THIS RESOURCE!
Contact Ian McKnight
at imcknight@pnwumc.org 

A message to the PNW: “Where are we headed?”

 

Insights
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By THE REV. PAUL GRAVES | Photo courtesy of WIKIPEDIA

Dear Katie, Claire and Andy,

month after Katie was born 20 
years ago, I wrote my first letter 
to her. This 20-year journey of 
letters to you all continues to 

be a high privilege to me...and hopefully 
to you. Every letter honors you today, and 
as you grow into tomorrow.

But for the moment, I want us to look 
back – all the way back to when your dad 
was about 13 years old. When we lived 
in Lewiston, Idaho, a pastor-friend and I 
took our teenage sons for an overnight 
camping trip. We set up camp at a 
campground on the Clearwater River, 
then drove east to Orofino where we 
put our canoe into the river. It was late 
August, so the water level was really low.

More than once, Dan and I stepped 
out of the canoe so it could float through a 
high spot in the riverbed. There were only 
a few spots in that long section of the river 
that were deep enough to allow us some 

Note to readers: This column is unlike any past column I’ve written 
in this space. It was written in September 2017 as my monthly 
“Faith & Values” column for the Spokesman-Review in Spokane, 
Washington. As you will see, it is one of an ongoing series of letters 
I’ve written to our grandchildren for over 20 years. I share this 
passion with you.

Clearwater River near Orofino, Idaho

Where’s the bottom? God knows.

serious paddling and floating -- until just 
above where our camp was.

The campground was on a point of 
land that jutted out into the river, and the 
water began moving more swiftly through 
that narrower section. Also, a fissure in 
the ground made the river bottom deeper 
than it was just 50 yards upstream. 
The deeper water and narrower river 
combined to create mini-rapids. 

We were having a great time paddling 
through the swift and swirling water until 
the water began to slosh inside the canoe. 
And stayed there. 

In a matter of moments, the canoe sank 
beneath the water’s surface, with the four of 
us trying to decide when to stop paddling. 
When we drifted out of the sunken canoe, 
it popped to the surface. Hanging onto the 
canoe, we tried to swim for the shore, but 
the current pulled us downstream. 

Soon we realized we weren’t in any 
real danger. Just past the campground, 
the river widened again, this time into a 

good-sized inlet of calmer water. With 
some effort, we did our best one-armed 
swim toward the shore, dragging the 
canoe beside us.

A brief trip with long-term memories, 
for sure! I remember our adventure for 
another reason. I’m regularly reminded 
that spiritual maturing is an uneven 
process. It’s especially uneven, ironically, 
when we settle for standing only on 
shallow spiritual ground where we think 
we’re still in control of what happens. 

Dan and I had much more control of 
that canoe when we were directing its 
movement from the outside. It was only 
when the water got faster and deeper that 
we experienced life out of our control.  
That deeper, faster water has impressed 
my spirit since. I’m reminded that the 
preciousness of life doesn’t depend on 
what we do to control it, but what we do 
to move with it as best we can.

I find it easier to “let go” of control 
when I’m confident that the God-in- 
charge is not the fickle and vengeful God 
too many folk seem afraid not to believe 
in. The God I know uses this ultimate 
“in-chargedness” in radically hospitable 
ways. I need that God! I think you do, too.

Drifting only in the shallower water 
makes us shallower people. God didn’t 
make us to live in the shallows of life. It 
may be a safer place. But God knows that 
the more abundant life is in the deeper, 
faster water where we can live the real 
adventures awaiting our souls. Come on 
in, kids, the water’s fine!  

Swimmingly,
Grandpa

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the 
chair for the Commission on Older Adult 
Ministries for the PNWUMC.

RESERVE THIS RESOURCE!
Contact Ian McKnight
at imcknight@pnwumc.org 

D4751: Reinventing Aging
This study’s lofty goal 

is nothing less than to 
revolutionize the way we see 
and respond to aging in our 
families, churches and our 
own lives. The writers and 
presenters share stories 
and advice that bring growth, meaning and 
understanding to the process of growing 
older. The issues range from bodily 
changes to financial decisions to preparing 
for death to rediscovering purpose in life.
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• Good Friday • Holy Saturday

30 31

Calendar

FEBRUARY 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
• Inspiring Generosity 

in Your Congregation 
@ Tigard UMC 
(Oregon)

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23
• Ministry Leadership 

Team @ PNWUMC

24
• Roots & Wings 2018 @ 

Marysville UMC

25 26 27 28
• Safety Advocate 

Webinar (Online)

1 2 3

• Vancouver 
District Youth 
Retreat @ Ocean 
Park Camp

• Vancouver District Youth Retreat @ Ocean 
Park Camp

• Greater Northwest Area Cabinet @ Portland Area

• Women in Ministry Retreat @ Rainbow Lodge

• Young Adult Retreat @ Twinlow Camp

• Young Adult Retreat @ Twinlow Camp

Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication. For an 
updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.

MARCH 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

25 26 27 28 1 2 3
• Board of Pensions @ 

PNWUMC
• Greater NW Area 

Extension Pastor 
Gathering w/ Bishop 
Stanovsky @ Olympia: 
First UMC

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13
• Multiplying Ministries 

@ PNWUMC

14 15 16

• Council on Finance 
and Administration @ 
PNWUMC

17

18 19 20 21 22
• Conference Board of 

Global Ministries @ 
PNWUMC

23 24

26 27 28

• Greater Northwest Cabinet @ Boise, Idaho (Location TBD)

• Greater 
Northwest 
Cabinet @ 
Boise, Idaho 
(Location TBD)

• Northwest Leadership Institute (NLI) @ Cathedral of the Rockies (Idaho)

• SUMYT Retreat @ Camp Indianola

• CLM Weekend Intensive @ Alton Collins 
Retreat Center (Oregon)

• SUMYT Retreat @ 
Camp Indianola
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The Pacific Northwest Conference of

The United Methodist Church

oes your church need videos or printed resources 
for your Bible study, small group, or just access 
to media to help grow and inspire? Then join the 
Regional Media Center!

Year after year, the RMC has provided access to media 
resources – and NOW the RMC has dropped usage and 
postage fees. Choose from our library of over 3000 titles in 
our lending library!

The 2018 RMC booklet is a brief summary of the services 
offered by the RMC plus some information on what’s new 
and how we’re trying to save YOU money!  This resource 
and an application to join the RMC were sent to every church 
in January - and additional copies are available here:

DOWNLOADS:
RMC Booklet 2018:

bit.ly/booklet-rmc2018
Membership Application:
bit.ly/application-rmc2018

Ian McKnight serves as the manager of the Regional Media 
Center. E-mail imcknight@pnwumc.org for more information.

NO USAGE FEES!
NO POSTAGE FEES!

By IAN McKNIGHT

Get access to media resources 
for your church in 2018!


