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SPRING CERTIFIED LAY 
MINISTER CLASSES 

CLM Weekend Intensive
March 16-17, 2018 

$150 per person double occupancy 
(includes training fee; lodging and all meals) 

$200 per person single occupancy 
(includes training fee; lodging and all meals)

Alton Collins Retreat Center

Cycle C Spring 2018 - 
Leadership in the Wesleyan Way: 

Evangelism and Mission Field Engagement

Cycle D Late Spring 2018 - 
Leadership in the Wesleyan Way:  

Spiritual Formation and DiscipleMaking

Vancouver - May 19, 2018; 9 AM - 3:30 PM 
Boise - June 2, 2018; 9 AM - 3:30 PM 

Fee: $50

Vancouver - April 14, 2018; 9 AM - 3:30 PM 
Boise - April 21, 2018; 9 AM - 3:30 PM 

Fee: $50

Beginning at 1 PM on March 16 
Concluding with dinner on March 17

For more information contact, 
Rev. David Nieda, Dean at vancouverds@pnwumc.org 

or Hollie Swanson at vancouver@pnwumc.org

(optional): Saturday night stay over 
including Sunday breakfast

$62.50 double occupancy or $80.50 single occupancy

To register please visit: collins.gocamping.org/M a r y s v i l l e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  2 0 1 8  

9  A M  -  3 : 3 0  P M  

Roots & Wings

Join us for the annual Puget Sound District training event.  
Morning classes will explore our inward faith journey. 

Afternoon classes will explore our outward faith journey. 
Plus classes for finance, trustees and SPR to support our congregations.  

 
 

After February 9th it jumps to $40. 
Lunch is included and on-site childcare is available. 

Class descriptions will be coming out shortly. 
 

Scholarships available to those who need financial assistance. 
Contact Puget Sound District Administrator, Hollie Swanson 

at 1-888-818-4288 or pugetsound@pnwumc.org  

Early bird registration starts January 1st for $20

The Inward 
Journey 

The Outward 
Journey 

 

• Explore how faith and money are related
• How do we make our financial 

decisions? How we use/consume our 
resources?

• What belongs to God?
• How to plan as people of faith?
• Oppression is evident throughout the 

Bible.
• Inequalities still shape relationship to 

money & God

“Embracing Health
and Wholeness”

“Missionary Conferences
with a Difference”

Bishop Mary Ann Swenson

To enroll or for more information please contact Dean Joan Hackett, revkeithjoan@hotmail.com.
Co-Registrars: Amanda Hutchinson, amhutchinson13@gmail.com or Susan Chamberlain, susancchamberlain@yahoo.com

Mission u is jointly sponsored by Conference Board of Global Ministries and United Methodist Women
and open to all - Men, Youth and Women. Scholarships Available.

“What About Our Money?”
Plenary Study

Rev. Neal Christie

• Climate change, social responsibility, 
and justice issues

• Importance of worship, justice & mercy, 
solidarity

• The biblical command to love ourselves 
& explore vocation, identity, play, 
happiness.

• Develop a covenantal living plan, or rule 
of life.

Youth 12-17:
“Is It Just Money?”
Amanda Hutchinson

• The past, present and future of Alaska, 
Red Bird and Oklahoma Conferences 
will be explored.
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Please pray for victims 
of California Wildfires

Follow PNW UMVIM on 
Facebook for possible updates. 
www.fb.com/umvim.pnwumc

Funding Ministry and Mission Outreach 2018 
is NOW AVAILABLE!
Download at bit.ly/fmmo-2018

Delegate Counts for 2020 
General Conference Announced

About General Conference  
General Conference is the top policy-making body of 
The United Methodist Church. The assembly meets 
at the beginning of each quadrennium to consider 
revisions to church law, as well as adopt resolutions 
on current moral, social, public policy and economic 
issues. It also approves plans and budgets for church-
wide programs for the next four years. General 
Conference 2020 will take place May 5-15, 2020, at the 
Minneapolis Convention Center in Minneapolis. 

By DIANE DEGNAN

Read the full story: bit.ly/gc2020-count

he Council of Bishops (COB) met at Lake Junaluska in 
North Carolina last week to receive an interim report 
from the Commission on a Way Forward, elect new 
officers, and prepare for the 2019 Special Session of 
General Conference, among other things.  

By COUNCIL OF BISHOPS with 
THE REV. DR. MAIDSTONE MULENGA

Bishops receive interim 
Way Forward report, 
elect new officers

The Rev. Dr. Maidstone Mulenga serves as the Director of 
Communications – Council of Bishops, The United Methodist 
Church.

Read the Bishop’s full address
at bit.ly/cwf-bishop-address
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inding lodging for Early Response Teams 
(ERT) and Volunteers in Mission (VIM) 
teams is always a challenge. The teams 
frequently find themselves sleeping on cots 
or air mattresses in a church, a school, or 
other facility with minimal amenities. The 
Conference ERT and VIM Coordinators 
in concert with the team leaders do their 
best to find lodging that is clean, climate 
controlled for the season, and provides 

adequate accommodations necessary to meet safe sanctuary 
requirements. Fortunately, our volunteers tend to be flexible and 
willing to deal with whatever is thrown at them.

The greatest challenge is finding facilities that have showers. 
Very few of our churches have them so we often have to find 
places like fitness centers, motels, or schools that will allow 
our teams to use their showers during their stay. We have often 
wished we had a shower trailer we could deploy with the teams 
and the Conference Disaster Team has looked at purchasing one 
but we always had expenses that were a higher priority or the 
cost was out of our reach.

This spring the Disaster Response (DRC) and ERT 
Coordinators for the Greater Northwest Episcopal 
Area developed a proposal for purchasing three shower trailers 
to be shared between the three Episcopal Area Conferences. 
We submitted the plan to UMCOR and requested a $100,000 
grant to purchase the trailers. The rest is history. The grant was 
approved, we ordered the custom-made trailers and patiently 
waited for them to be assembled and delivered. Hurricanes 
Harvey and Irma slowed down the manufacturing process but 
the first two trailers were delivered to Central United Protestant 
Church in Richland on Friday, December 8. The third one is 
expected to be delivered on Thursday December 14.

The trailers have two or three individual shower stalls 
with sinks, hook-ups for washer and dryer and an on-demand 
hot water system. Two of them have winterization packages and 
air conditioning and the Alaska trailer has an Arctic package 
with additional insulation, special plumbing and a water supply 
system. All three of them are towable by a standard pickup truck. 

Shower trailers will help VIM teams in the GNW
By JIM TRUITT | Photos by MEMBERS OF PNW UMVIM, EARLY RESPONSE TEAMS, ET. AL.

Once they are licensed and the signage is installed, one will be 
strategically stored on the east side of the mountains, one will be 
stored at Wesley Homes in Des Moines and the third one will be 
taken to Alaska. They will be deployed with teams as needed and 
can even be loaned to other Conferences or organizations that 
have a need when we are not using them.

We owe a great big Thank You to UMCOR and to the many 
donors who have helped make this dream come true. 

Jim Truitt serves as a disaster response coordinator for Early 
Response Teams, PNW UMVIM.

A driver helps park the shower trailers into a space. These showers 
will provide spaces to refresh after a long day of working in muddy, 

dusty, grimy areas where disaster response teams are helping those 
in need. A trailer will be kept at Central United Protestant Church in 
Richland, Wash., while another trailer will be kept at Wesley Homes 

in Des Moines, Wash. A third trailer will be sent to Alaska.

(Left) During the 2013 
Yukon Floods, Early 
Response Teams 
were dispatched to 
Galena, Alaska to 
help clean homes 
from mud and 
floodwater. (Above) A 
pair of muddy boots 
are set aside after a 
day of recovery work.
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he leadership 
team of the 
Western 
Methodist 
Justice 
Movement 
(WMJM) 

convened their yearly 
planning meeting at The Table 
United Methodist Church in 
Sacramento, California on 
Nov. 30 - Dec. 2, 2017. 

The 17 participants 
represented the California-
Pacific, California-Nevada, 
Rocky Mountain, Oregon-Idaho 
and Pacific Northwest Annual 
Conferences. The weekend 
redefined WMJM and how we 
can better serve the community 
in the Western Jurisdiction 
with our focus on the current 
structure and planning for the 
next six months.  

The weekend was led 
by the young adults in 
attendance: Joyous Prim, 
Albert Longe, Stephanie Rice 

Western Methodist 
Justice Movement 
convenes in Sacramento
By RHONDALEI GABUAT

and Rhondalei Gabuat.  We 
received guidance from 
seasoned leaders in 
attendance and created an 
agenda for the weekend that 
would allow us time to discuss 
in depth, our relationships, 
commitments and plans 
for the upcoming year and 
2020 General Conference 
and upcoming 2019 special 
General Conference.

Over the three days, we 
were able to work together as 
a large group to strengthen 
unities, but also spent time 
in smaller breakout groups 
that allowed individuals to 
focus on areas of interest. 
From February’s Rise Up 
Conference, we affirmed 
creating spaces to take action 
are what is needed in the 
current political climate and 
that we saw intergenerational 
interaction from attendees who 
are passionate about creating 
change. There is a need for 

timely communication and 
social media presence as a 
way to engage with members 
and the broader community 
about issues, especially with 
the increase in membership 
from the conference 
alone.  We are committed to 
building this organization and 
ensuring that people from 
the communities we serve, 
have opportunities to serve in 
leadership within WMJM.

By making improvements 
and additions to the 
leadership structure and 
assessing the current action 
networks, we are looking 
forward to having more active 
participation from members 
and conducting outreach 
to all Western Jurisdiction 
Annual Conferences in the 
upcoming year. Areas of 
focus during our time together 
were: engagement, finance, 
structure and leadership that 
were led by the young adult 
members of WMJM, keeping 
in mind different ways that 
members can participate in 
each area.  Through giving, 
prayer, study, advocacy or 
engagement, our hope is 
that each member will be 
empowered to share the work 
of WMJM actively in their 
communities and grow in faith, 

love and stewardship.
How can the PNW 

Conference be more involved?
Currently, there are two 

representatives from The 
Pacific Northwest Conference 
that are on the leadership 
team.  The Rev. Austin 
Adkinson, whose focus is 
around supporting the UMC 
Queer Clergy and Rhondalei 
Gabuat who will serve on the 
nominating committee. 

All attending were 
encouraged to network in 
our respective Conferences 
with emphasis on building 
connections in the Annual 
Conferences that are 
underrepresented in WMJM 
(Alaska, Desert Southwest, 
and Yellowstone) and 
understand what issues 
those Conferences are 
taking up. When the updated 
structure for the leadership 
team is finalized, the PNW 
Conference will be able to 
nominate candidates for those 
positions for the next term 
during the 2018 elections.  

Rhondalei Gabuat serves 
as a district administrator for 
Seattle, Tacoma, and Inland 
Districts.

Their time spent together as a large group yielded in unities that allowed individuals 
to focus on areas of interest and strength. From February’s Rise Up Conference in 
Portland, Ore., they were affirmed that creating spaces to take action and having 
timely communication on how different Annual Conferences can respond are 
needed as the current political climate rapidly changes. The Rev. Austin Adkinson and Rhondalei Gabuat

The Western 
Methodist 
Justice 
Movement 
met at The 
Table UMC in 
Sacramento, 
Calif.
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n December 9, the 
International Coalition 
for Human Rights in 
the Philippines - U.S. 
chapter launched with 
human rights leaders 
from 24 cities across 

the U.S. taking up a national campaign to 
stop the killings in the Philippines. 

On the days leading up to the launch, 
various organizations held actions for 10 
days in December for People’s Rights in 
the Philippines, including Seattle’s Beacon 
United Methodist Church. During their 
monthly Crossroads Vespers Service on 
December 3, they invited the community to 
share their stories of migration and held a 
vigil in honor of International Migrant’s Day. 
BAYAN PNW members lead the discussion 
about forced migration and noting some 
of the reasons why people leave from the 
Philippines to the U.S. particularly due to 
the worsening human rights crisis. They 
also talked about how they can support 
by joining the upcoming launch of ICHRP-
PNW in Portland, Oregon. 

The United Methodist Church has been 
involved in advocating for the well-being of 
the Philippine people. At the 2016 General 
Conference, Resolution #6118 was 
adopted to work with Philippine annual 
conferences “...in joint undertakings to 
address the peace and human rights 
situation in the Philippines.” Our own 
Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky shared a 
message of solidarity, thanking ICHRP 
for the invitation and offering prayers to 
the national gathering: “As you gather 
in Portland to demand justice, you are 
partners with God, who tears down 
dividing walls, lifts up the lowly, and puts 
the powerful in their rightful place. I send 
my full support and the blessings as you 
work to respect and protect human dignity 
and peace with justice to the Philippines.”

The objectives and goals for the 
launch of the campaign “Stop the Killings! 
Never Again to Fascist Dictatorship in 
the Philippines! Solidarity is our Duty” 
included:

1. Educate the broadest sectors of U.S. 
society of the intensifying human 
rights crisis in the Philippines and the 

International Coalition for Human Rights in the 
Philippines (ICHRP) launches in Washington

role of U.S. tax dollars in supporting 
human rights abuses by the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines (AFP), the 
Philippines National Police (PNP), and 
other Philippine state forces.

2. Build the broadest opposition to 
Duterte’s “War on Drugs”, “War on 
Terror” (Martial Law in Mindanao), 
the counter-insurgency war “Oplan 
Kapayapaan”, and to the rising 
fascism and threat of a Duterte 
dictatorship.

3. End U.S. military aid (financial, 
training and arms) to the AFP and 
the PNP and stop U.S. military 
intervention in the Philippines.

4. Generate moral, political and material 
support to victims and survivors of 
human rights violations.

5. Build people-to-people solidarity 
between ICHRP-US member and 
allied organizations and communities 
in the Philippines (fundraising, 
solidarity missions).

6. Push for the resumption of peace 
talks and the implementation of 
the Comprehensive Agreement 
on Respect for Human Rights 
and International Humanitarian 
Law (CARHRIHL) and promote 
comprehensive economic and social 
reforms (CASER) to address the roots 
of armed conflict. 

The implementation of the campaign 
will be overseen by a national coordinating 

committee with representatives from 
chapters, regional networks, and the 
working groups that were formed during 
the launch. Organizations and individuals 
are encouraged to join ICHRP.

The ICHRP-PNW launch on Sunday, 
December 10 (historically International 
Human Right’s Day) began with worship 
at First Congregational United Church 
of Christ in Portland, Oregon with guest 
speaker Bishop Reuel Norman O. Marigza 
who serves as UCC Philippines General 
Secretary. 

He spoke about the worsening human 
rights violations in the Philippines and 
even those who serve Christ are not 
spared in Duterte’s war. The people may 
be afflicted, but not crushed. They may 
be struck down, but not destroyed. That 
they are not forsaken and never alone. 
We were reminded that Filipinos are 
people of hope and where there is fear, 
we summon courage. Following service, 
we joined the community for ICHRP’s 
4th Annual International Human Rights 
Day Commemoration, “Do You Hear The 
People Sing?” where we enjoyed music, 
live painting, spoken word and celebrated 
the 17 organizations and 2 individuals that 
comprise of the ICHRP-PNW chapter, 
all in solidarity for human rights in the 
Philippines. 

For more information please visit our 
Facebook page - fb.com/ichrp.pnw/

Attendees at the launch of ICHRP-US Assembly in Vancouver listened to messages and 
greetings from bishops, local political figures, and other organizers in solidarity of this 
coalition that addresses human rights issues in the Philippines.

By RHONDALEI GABUAT

Rhondalei Gabuat serves as a district administrator for Seattle, Tacoma, and Inland Districts.
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t all started with Shady Acres 
Mobile Home Park. 

Although we have a Hispanic 
Apostolica congregation that meets 
in our building we had not spent 

a whole lot of time getting to know this 
congregation until we found out that our 
county commissioners were closing the 
mobile home park that many of them live in. 

Shady Acres Mobile Home Park is 
situated next to the fairgrounds. Our 
commissioners sought to buy it so that we 
would have more parking for the annual 
Ellensburg Rodeo. The commissioners 
thought that no one would notice taking 
away low income housing in a city with 
a 100% occupancy rate and no plans for 
low-income housing. They were wrong. 
Although we lost that particular fight to the 
county we gained new friends.

Once you take Jesus seriously and 
start thinking of your neighbors as…
well…your neighbors, then what they care 
about becomes important to you as well. 
We learned many things from our new 
Latino friends.

• We learned that there were no 
immigration attorneys in Kittitas 
County. 

• We learned that many of our 
new friends had been misled by 
unscrupulous folks, who took their 
money and gave them no legal help.

• We learned that if you do not speak 
English as a first language, you can 
and will be taken advantage of by 
employers and housing authorities. 

• We learned that no one chose to be 
an undocumented worker but instead 
were forced to be undocumented by 
circumstance, racism, and Byzantine 
immigration law.

• We heard a cry for help and we 
listened.

 
Last year Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky 

encouraged us to read “Christian Social 
Innovation: Renewing Wesleyan Witness”. 
The book is a plea to get back to our 
Wesleyan roots. When we see a social 
issue that needs to be addressed and we 
know the government isn’t going to help, 
then it is our job to come up with a solution. 

So we reached out to National Justice 

RESERVE THIS 
RESOURCE!
Contact Ian McKnight at 
imcknight@pnwumc.org 

Undocumented, low-income residents in 
Ellensburg receive JFON support

for Our Neighbors (JFON) to help us 
get an immigration attorney on the 
ground in Kittitas County. JFON is a 
United Methodist ministry that supports 
hospitality to immigrants by providing 
free or low-cost, expert immigration 
legal services to low-income immigrants, 
refugees and asylum seekers. It started as 
an immigration ministry in Virginia in 1999 
and has now spread to 17 sites across our 
country with more joining every year. 

Since we started fundraising for this 
project we’ve literally had people leave 
their resumes with us so that they could 
be a part of JFON. Central Washington 
University professors, students, and 
faculty have joined the Board of Directors 
for JFON Central Washington and are 
leading the way in this justice ministry, 
many of whom are not a part of any 
worshiping community. We plan to be 
operational by late spring 2018. 

We do not know what the future 
holds, but we’ve been called to make a 
difference here in Central Washington 
in the lives of our immigrant and refugee 
neighbors. Join us. 

Pastor Jen Stuart serves First UMC in 
Ellensburg, Wash.

By PASTOR JEN STUART | Photo by ROB FRASER

A woman with young children strolls 
through Shady Acres Mobile Home Park. 
Shady Acres’ land was recently sold by 
the county to make spaces for its rodeo 
in Ellensburg, Wash. displacing low-
income residents.

Arizona: State of Fear (D2010)

This video explores the complex topic 
of Immigration and Immigration Reform. 
As states view the Federal Government 
as being incompetent in dealing with 
this issue they are taking control of the 
situation themselves and writing harsh 
state laws designed to remove residents 
they consider to be here unlawfully. 
This results in fear for both those who 
are here lawfully and those who are 
undocumented. Fear is also a common 
factor among non-immigrants although for 
very different reasons. What are the social 
and economic pitfalls of an enforcement-
only approach to immigration? What 
should the Christian response be to 
immigration? How does racism factor 
into the questions and policies regarding 
immigration? This documentary includes 
interviews with Bishop Minerva Carcano 
(UMC), Joe Arpaio, Sheriff of Maricopa 
County, Arizona, business man Sheridan 
Bailey and journalist Valeria Fernandez and 
attempts to present what people on both 
sides of the immigration question feel. 



Channels 1098

he Publishing Office 
of the General 
Board of Higher 
Education and 
Ministry (GBHEM), 
leadership 
development agency 

for the denomination, announced 
the release of a new book, “The 
United Methodist Clergy Book of 
Firsts” by F. Belton Joyner, Jr. 

Written especially for licensing 
school and Course of Study students, 
this book helps pastors navigate the 
early days of their ministry. 

Featuring topics from first 
appointments and first sermons to leadership development and 
community involvement, Joyner dives into opportunities and 
challenges pastors face as they grow and mature as clergy. 

By THE GENERAL BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
AND MINISTRY

By THE GENERAL BOARD OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION AND MINISTRY

Ideas & Inspiration

GBHEM Publishing 
releases a book offering 
help for new pastors

he General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
(GBHEM) works to build capacity for United Methodist 
leaders to discover, claim and flourish in Christ’s calling 
in their lives. God’s impact on a person’s path toward 
their call isn’t always clear in the beginning. Syreeta McTavous-Mosley never set out to be a missionary, and she’ll be 
the first to tell you that. But, as she humbly followed her passion for dentistry and helping people in need, she found 
herself halfway around the world providing much needed dental services to the underserved. 

A humble call to mission 
brings free dental services 
to underserved in Zimbabwe

Continued reading at bit.ly/zimbabwe-dental 

Continued reading at bit.ly/discipleship-5ideas-decContinued reading at bit.ly/resource-firsts

Syreeta McTavous-
Mosley provides 
dental care at no cost.

By THE GENERAL BOARD OF DISCIPLESHIP

5 new ideas from 
Discipleship Ministries

Every month we send you just 5 ways you can better equip Vital 
Congregations and make disciples of Jesus Christ.

1. This innkeeper made a special place for Baby Jesus.
2. Help young people learn about their faith and sexuality.
3. Follow a daily guide for prayer and scripture reading.
4. Get your church stewardship and finance ready for 2018.
5. Do you hunger for a deep spiritual experience? 
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elieve it or not, the most 
important holiday in my 
family wasn’t Christmas, 
but it was celebrating 
New Year’s. The New 
Year symbolizes a time 
of change for the better. 

And, yes, I’m guilty of making my list of 
resolutions and by mid-January; they 
are often compromised and forgotten. 
However, I hold on to the symbol of 
the New Year — it’s a chance to create 
change, a chance to start afresh, a 
chance to enjoy the company of friends 
and family. (And, if I can’t get it right on 
January 1, I tend to try some of these 
changes at the beginning of Lent.) 

Growing up and identifying as a yonsei, 
or forth generation Japanese American, 
my family would begin preparing for these 
changes for the New Year immediately 
after Christmas Day. We begin cleaning 
all crevasses of the house. (I would shove 
stuff into closets, and under the bed, 
but that would be considered cheating 
— don’t tell my Mom.) It’s a big deal in 
the Japanese tradition to take care of 
any loose ends before the start of a new 
year. The New Year symbolizes a time 
for setting things straight: a thorough 
housecleaning, paying off debts, returning 
borrowed items, reflecting on one’s 
shortcomings with the hope to improve 
on those in the year to come, mending 
arguments, and giving alms. 

While working on all of these things, 
we also begin multiple days of cooking 
so that all food is prepared for January 
1. Growing up, my grandmother would 
cook a variety of “good luck” food called 
osechi. Over the years, my aunties and 
uncles, parents and cousins would cook 
— we cooked together for days! It was a 
lot of work but so much fun! 

Osechi is served only on New Year’s 
Day and is a special kind of food — let’s 
just say that you wouldn’t find much of 
this food in a Japanese restaurant during 
the year. The food is prepared in beautiful 
lacquered boxes that are often sectioned 
or stackable. Everything is immaculately 

Creating new traditions and 
beginning anew in 2018!

presented. Each food symbolizes good 
luck or good meaning for the New Year. 
A few examples include: gobo (braised 
burdock root) which means best wishes 
for a good harvest; kuromame (black soy 
beans), “mame” means health so I eat an 
abundance for good health in the year to 
come; kamaboko (fish cake): it’s a bright 
pink and white fish cake that is often 
found in soups. It’s shaped in a half-
moon, symbolizing the rising sun.

Typically for breakfast, we eat a soup 
called ozoni. The soup is considered 
auspicious and considered a sacred 
food. Ozoni is a soup filled with mochi 
(pounded rice cake). It’s usually made 
with chicken stock, carrots, kamaboko, 
and daikon radish. Each family has their 
own variation. 

Looking back, these memories are 
priceless treasures. Since I identify myself 
as an American of Japanese decent, New 
Year’s has become more symbolic for me 
being able to fully connect with my ethnic 
roots and my Japanese identity. 

As I prepare and apply for full-
ordination Elder track with the Board of 
Ordained Ministry, I’ll be spending my 

Christmas/New Year’s time writing papers 
and pulling together all of the loose ends 
before all ordination paperwork is due, 
mid-January. This will be the first year 
where I won’t see my extended family 
(usually my parents will make a trek to 
the Pacific Northwest for New Year’s) or 
I head home to California to participate 
in the festive celebration. Instead, I will 
practice all that I’ve learned in my own 
household. This year, I will attempt to 
cook some of these foods on my own 
with my husband, Jesse. Jesse is Filipino 
American and I see this as an opportunity 
to teach him about my background and 
culture — while creating new traditions. 
My hope is that with all of the learning 
and years of observing and participating 
in these Japanese traditions, I will one 
day, be able to pass these on to my own 
children and also teach the people that I 
serve in the local church a little bit about 
who I am and what makes me, me. 

Pastor Karen Yokota Love serves at 
Tacoma: Mason UMC. Visit masonchurch.
org or read the blog at http://bitly.com/
masonchurch-blog

By PASTOR KAREN YOKOTA LOVE

How will you begin anew in 2018?

Embracing Interfaith Cooperation (D1061)
Eboo Patel believes that religion is a bridge of cooperation rather than a barrier of division.  As a well-

known speaker and author, Eboo is inspired to build bridges of cooperation out of diversity. He is a Muslim, 
American of Indian heritage and in this video he leads a small group of adults including Jews, Muslims, 
Christians and Hindis in an exploration of both the challenge and necessity of Interfaith Cooperation.

RESERVE THIS RESOURCE!
Contact Ian McKnight at imcknight@pnwumc.org 

In ushering in a new year, special 
Japanese foods (osechi) are prepared 
symbolizing good luck for the future.

Ozoni is a soup made with broth (dashi) 
and a rice cake (mochi).

Stacked rice cakes 
(mochi) topped with 
an orange.
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he time for rest is needed. 
I will resign my position 

as the Conference’s Graphic 
Designer and Print Manager 
effective February 28, 2018. 

Since 2007, I have served The United 
Methodist Church in The Pacific Northwest 
Conference in the ways I can best and 
humbly offer: particularly through my 
work as a printer/key operator, storyteller, 
graphic designer, illustrator, photographer, 
beginning videographer/podcaster, and of 
course as a United Methodist.

It has been a great privilege to serve this 
diverse community – including our older 
adults, people of color, our PNW disaster 
response leadership, and young adults 
answering the call to global mission work.

The personal successes I’ve had in my 
service have centered on 1) treating every 
collaboration with care while 2) being the 
hands and feet for the body of Christ.

The challenges of the church seem 
never-ending. From my small corner of 
the office, the best way I’ve been able to 
process each challenge is to take them 
on, one at a time: one project at a time, 
one meeting at a time, one day at a time…
even though we are in a rapidly changing, 
multitasking kind-of-world.

A challenge we face every day in the 
church is the idea of simply going out into 
the neighborhoods and meeting people. 
We must always remind each other to go 
outward and develop connections with 
people who are seeking a path toward 
fulfillment, understanding, and peace. 

We must also remind the neighborhoods 
that we are there for them. We need 
to welcome others, just as you have 
welcomed me…a California outsider, a 
trained graphic designer who started with 
a low church admin/political IQ, and a 
person of color in an environment that was 
primarily staffed with white church insiders. 
We need to welcome people with untapped 
potential and nurture it with Christ.

As a layperson, I know we have 
something good: it’s a combination of 
our theology, our service, our view of 
God. It isn’t perfect all the time, but when 
we meet the needs of people God has 
brought before us, we do it well. We 
welcome everyone to the table, we work 
to feed those who are hungry, we seek 
justice, and we process (although slowly) 
issues that are before us in order to make 
the right decisions on each stance. And, 

although we cannot make everyone 
happy, we work and take stands with 
reason and authority.

With that, I pray that our Conference 
continues to equip and support clergy, 
laity, and the communities they serve 
so they may create faithful followers 
of Christ for the transformation of lives 
-- in everyday workplaces, in small 
impoverished villages, and in areas 
destroyed by disasters.

Thank you for welcoming me. 
Thank you for trusting me as your 

resource and friend. If it weren’t for the 
faith instilled in me through those who 
I’ve had the pleasure to serve, I would not 
be here reflecting on the wisdom I have 
gained through serving the church. 

Thank you to the staff of The PNWUMC 
over the last 10 years who has helped 
nurture and guide me on this journey of 
servanthood. Thank you also the readers 
and contributors to Channels who I have 
collaborated with for over 100 issues.

I will continue to support the 
Conference as they transition some of 
my responsibilities to our capable staff. 
I’ll also continue to support the ministries 
of my local church, ‘being on the ground’ 
to meet the needs and to fulfill a vision 
of a brighter future (even though life 
sometimes feels as if we are in a long 
season of uncertainty). Last, but not least, 
I will continue to serve as a witness to the 
great things the future holds for us as a 
community of faith.

“May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound 
in hope.” - Romans 15:13 

Your servant, 

Jesse N. Love
Graphic Designer and Print Manager
The Pacific Northwest Conference of 
The United Methodist Church

You Have Welcomed Me
By JESSE N. LOVE

ore than a decade ago, 
The Pacific Northwest 
Conference made clear its 
desire to increase its ability 

to connect and communicate internally 
and with its mission field.

Jesse Love joined our team at that 
point, and year after year, grace and upon 
grace, God has blessed the connection 
through Jesse’s gifts, talents and great 
work ethic. 

He is collaborative and very thorough 
(Patrick Scriven and I later found out he 
likes to talk about pixels and vectors). Our 
Conference has been honored with several 
awards from United Methodist Association 
of Communicators because of Jesse’s 
work. A number of our recent Conference 
Journal covers have become the historical 
showcase of Jesse’s design work. 

So I say thank you Jesse, in behalf of a 
grateful connection. May 
your gifts continue to be 
blessed as you inspire 
others in what God has 
planned for you next!  

Mabuhay!

The Rev. David V. Valera
Exec. Dir. of Connectional Ministries
The Pacific Northwest Conference of
The United Methodist Church

By THE REV. DAVID V. VALERA

Thank You
& Mabuhay!

The 2011 Camp Catalog received an 
Award of Excellence for Visual Design by 
the UMAC to Sarah Biethan Robinson and 
Jesse N. Love.
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FEBRUARY 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

4 5 6

• Safety Advocate 
Webinar (Online)

7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23
• Ministry Leadership 

Team @ PNWUMC

24
• Roots & Wings 2018 @ 

Marysville UMC

25 26 27 28 1 2 3

Insights

JANUARY 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31 1
• Happy New Year! (The 

Conference Office is 
Closed.)

2
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

3 4 5 6

7 8 9

• Multiplying Ministries 
@ PNWUMC

10

• Trauma Stewardship 
Institute @ Hotel 
Murano

11 12 13

14 15

• Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day (The Conference 
Office is Closed)

16

• Safety Advocate 
Webinar (Online)

17 18
• Seattle DCOM @ 

PNWUMC
• Conference Board of 

Global Ministries @ 
PNWUMC

19 20
• Connecting Neighbors 

@ Bremerton UMC

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

• Seattle-Tacoma 
District Gathering @ 
Kent UMC

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

• Twinlow Winter 
Camp @ Twinlow

• Vancouver 
District Youth 
Retreat @ Ocean 
Park Camp

• Conference Council on Youth Ministries @ 
Seabold UMC

• Conference 
Council on Youth 
Ministries @ 
Seabold UMC

• Board of Higher Education and Campus 
Ministry @ PNWUMC

• Twinlow Winter Camp @ Twinlow

• Vancouver District Youth Retreat @ Ocean 
Park Camp

• Greater Northwest Area Cabinet @ PNWUMC

• Greater Northwest Area Cabinet @ Portland Area

• Women in Ministry Retreat @ Rainbow Lodge

Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication. For an 
updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.

• Twinlow Young Adult Retreat @ Twinlow

• Twinlow Young Adult Retreat @ Twinlow
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The monthly, award-winning publication of
The Pacific Northwest Conference of

The United Methodist Church

Subscribe to these news resources to get the latest 
information happening within your community!STAY CONNECTED!

Cross Connection
The Seattle District Newsletter of The United Methodist Church

To subscribe, e-mail seadist@pnwumc.org.

Lifestreams Newsletter
Seven Rivers District

Connecting you with resources for your ministry 
To subscribe, e-mail sevenrivers@pnwumc.org.

United Methodists Volunteers in Mission – Western Jurisdiction
Equipping Volunteers. Empowering Partnerships.

To subscribe, e-mail umvimwj@hotmail.com.

Project Transformation Pacific Northwest
To subscribe, e-mail info@ptpnw.org.


