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the conference your staff is committed to both helping existing 
churches to engage their communities in new and life-giving 
ways, and to cultivating bold, new ministries that create new 
places for new people to become disciples of Jesus.

During 2018 churches will be aligned in districts as follows:

• Inland Missional District:  no change
• Seven Rivers Missional District:  no change
• Puget Sound Missional District:  bit.ly/missional-districts
• SeaTac Missional District: bit.ly/missional-districts
• Crest to Coast Missional District:  bit.ly/missional-

districts

Between January and June district superintendents will work 
with current leadership of groups like UMW, district lay leaders, 
district boards of church location and building, and disaster 
coordinators to adapt to the new district alignment. District 
superintendents are prepared to help you find answers to your 
questions.

God is saying, “Behold, I am doing a new thing.... Do you not 
perceive it?” (Isaiah 43: 19). We’re trying to do a new thing with 
God. I hope you will bring your patience and creativity to this time 
of transition. 

May God guide and guard us through this change,

Living in Faith,

Elaine JW Stanovsky serves as the resident 
bishop of The Greater Northwest Area 

[i] The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist 
Church, 2016, ¶ 601.

aking disciples of Jesus 
Christ can be a tough 
mission in the midst of 
generational change, 
religious pluralism, and 
political polarization. The 
Pacific Northwest Annual 
Conference is trying to 
be good stewards of the 
resources we have and put 

all our energy into ministries that change lives and the world to 
reflect God’s vision of abundant life. Last June the Conference 
acted to reduce the number of districts from 6 to 5, even as 
we are learning new ways to strengthen ministry both through 
existing congregations and by starting new ministries.

The reduction in districts will occur 
on the west side of the Cascade 
Mountains. The new districts will 
become reality on January 1, 2018 but 
you won’t notice much change until July 
1, 2018. At that time we will add the 
word “Missional” to the name of each 
district, as a reminder that churches 
exist not only to support their members, 
but also to engage their context. Every 
church, fellowship and ministry is on a 
mission frontier, where people hunger 
and thirst for spiritual community.

Your district superintendent, and district programming will 
continue as they are now through the end of June, 2018, to 
coincide with the pastoral appointment year. Current district 
superintendents will continue in place through June, 2018, and 
they will continue to relate to churches and clergy in their present 
districts through the  2017-2018 appointment season. Beginning 
July 1, 2018, there will be one fewer district superintendent and 
churches and clergy will align to the new districts.

The assignment of churches to districts creates a new urban 
SeaTac Missional District, with the intention of developing 
specific initiatives for missional engagement in these growing 
urban areas, with their extreme economic disparities. Across 

News Now

Visit greaternw.org for a link to this article as well as information on
The Greater Northwest Episcopal Area (Alaska, Oregon-Idaho, Pacific Northwest)

 

The purpose of the annual conference is 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world by equipping 
its local churches for ministry and by 
providing a connection for ministry beyond 
the local church; all to the glory of God. [i]

Bishop Stanovsky: “Where are we headed?”
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he horrific shooting on 
November 5 at Sutherland 
Springs Baptist Church 
brings the gun violence 
debate closer to home than 
ever. If our Baptist cousins 
aren’t safe in their church 
in Texas, how could we be 
safe in our churches, here?

A sad truth about gun violence is that nobody 
is truly safe as long as we allow unfettered 
access to firearms. Another sad truth is that 
even as mass shootings like Sutherland Springs 
or Las Vegas Strip or Sandy Hook Elementary 
happen around us, we fail to make the policy 
changes that would keep people safer.

With strong support from the religious 
community, Washington State has recently 
made progress in preventing gun violence. 
Initiative 594, passed in 2014, expanded 
criminal background checks while Initiative 
1491, approved in 2016 allowed courts to take 
guns away from people seen as a clear danger 
by their loved ones.

These hard-fought initiatives are now being 
implemented county-by-county in Washington 
State and they’re bearing fruit. On November 
8, a non-denominational Seattle church 
contacted Seattle police after receiving an email 
threatening gun violence. A court authorized 
a search for weapons, and when authorities 
arrived at the potential perpetrator’s house, 

The Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting claimed 28 
lives (including the shooter’s). 
The Stand Up Washington 
march was held Jan. 13, 2013 
in Seattle bringing together 
interfaith communities and 
local leadership to take a stand 
against violence.

What can we do to end gun violence 
and bring safety to our communities?
By THE REV. SANDY BROWN | Photos by JESSE N. LOVE

The Rev. Sandy Brown 
speaks during the Stand Up 
Washington march against gun 
violence, 2013.

they confiscated an AR-15 assault rifle. We can 
be proud that Initiative 1491 provided the legal 
framework that allowed law enforcement to 
prevent a potential catastrophe.

It’s sad to note that Initiative 1491 failed 
to pass when originally proposed to the 
Washington State Legislature. It became 
law only after a hard-fought campaign that 
succeeded with nearly 70% of the vote, but at a 
cost to proponents of over $6 million dollars. Its 
predecessor law, I-594, cost of over $11 million 
to pass. Our legislators should be smart enough 
and brave enough to pass common sense gun 
laws on their own, without requiring concerned 
citizens to go directly to the voters.

With a new legislative session coming soon, 
it’s time to call for legislators to step up and 
prevent needless and tragic deaths. “Our Call 
to End Gun Violence”, Resolution #3428 (2016 
Book of Resolutions) clearly states our agenda 
for action. Please tell your legislators that we 
demand safe communities, and that they can 
help us by passing smart laws that make us 
safer in our schools, homes, and churches. 

Sandy Brown is Lead Pastor of Edmonds UMC 
and is co-founder and board member of the 
Alliance for Gun Responsibility Foundation, 
a non-profit working to prevent gun violence. 
He became active in gun violence prevention 
following the Sandy Hook shootings.

Insights
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ome ten million people in the 
world today are stateless. 
They aren’t recognized 
as citizens of any nation. 
Without legal status, they are 

subjected to repression and exclusion.
Two million of those are Rohingya, 

who are mostly Muslim. Although the 
Rohingya have lived in Myanmar for 
generations, growing Buddhist extremism, 
unquestioned militarism and heavy 
Chinese investment in Rakhine State 
have manufactured a consensus that 
the Rohingya are simply not Burmese, 
that they are at best Bangladeshi and 
at worst a form of vermin. That attitude 
forms the ideological foundation for a 
vicious campaign of ethnic cleansing that 
has driven more than 600,000 Rohingya 
across the border into Bangladesh, where 
they’re living in crowded primitive camps 
in the south of the country.

Bangladesh has done its best to 
host the Rohingya, but it refuses to call 
them refugees, as under international 
law that would obligate them to offer 
certain conditions. Instead it refers to 
the Rohingya as “displaced Myanmar 
nationals”, and hopes they’ll soon go 
home. Bangladesh is already overcrowded 
and there’s no room for the newcomers. 
Yet the Rohingya, who fled burned villages 
and scenes of mass rape, aren’t willing to 
go home. So, for now, they wait, knowing 
that no one wants them.  

The ethnic cleansing in Myanmar didn’t 
emerge from nowhere. Ask just about 
anyone in Myanmar today, including 
leaders of the Methodist Church, what 
they think of the Rohingya, and they’ll 
tell you how evil they are, how they 
should be driven out, and how claims of 
genocide against them are simply fake 
news invented by western human rights 
activists. Even the Nobel laureate Aung 

Rohingya 
seek refuge in 
Bangladesh

San Suu Kyi has been unable to hide her 
racism and Islamophobia. Sickeningly, the 
Burmese church, as the church universal 
has been wont to do throughout history, 
has collaborated with this ideological 
campaign. 

Pope Francis visited Myanmar in 
November and the country’s Catholic 
bishops asked him not to even mention 
the R-word, to literally forget about the 
Rohingya. But Francis doesn’t take orders 
easily, and in August he mentioned the 
Rohingya by name, calling them sisters 
and brothers and noting their suffering. 

Whether and how he uses the R-word 
inside Myanmar will be closely watched in 
the days ahead.

Yet as we watched Pope Francis, let 
us also watch our own language. What 
do we say about migrants and refugees? 
It’s easy to criticize the overt racism of 
neo Nazi groups and politicians who 
characterize Mexican immigrants as 
rapists and criminals. What’s hard is 
to challenge that rhetoric of fear with 
a language of solidarity and hope. 
We in the church must speak words 
that unequivocally break through the 

By THE REV. PAUL JEFFREY

Insights

Watching Our 
Language:

A section of the Jamtoli Refugee Camp near Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. More than 
600,000 Rohingya have fled government-sanctioned violence in Myanmar for 
safety in Bangladesh.

Shortly after they 
made the perilous 
crossing from 
Myanmar into 
Bangladesh, a 
woman feeds her 
child in a United 
Nations clinic for 
severely malnourished 
Rohingya children in 
the Balukhali Refugee 
Camp near Cox’s 
Bazar, Bangladesh. 
She is using 
Plumpy’nut, a peanut-
based supplement 
given to malnourished 
children.
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The Jesus Fatwah: Love Your 
(Muslim) Neighbor as Yourself D1106

This progressive video focuses the 
thoughts of 17 Christian and Muslim 
scholars who offer reliable information 
about what Muslims believe, how they 
live out their faith and how we all can 
build relationships that cross religious 
boundaries. 

Since so much of what Americans think 
about Islam and its followers are tinged 
by fear and misinformation, this video can 
help all people move towards peace and 
mutual understanding.

stereotypes that exclude others from our 
communities. We must practice radical 
hospitality that welcomes the stranger, 
knowing that we are entertaining angels 
and perhaps even embracing Jesus 
himself.

Let us watch our language. Let us 
speak words that welcome refugees and 
the displaced, words that shelter the 

homeless and wrap the brokenhearted in 
love. When others speak or tweet words 
of hate, let us stand strong and speak 
powerful words that proclaim that the 
Rohingya–or whoever is pushed to the 
margins, excluded, or made into non-
persons–are our sisters and brothers with 
whom we share a beloved community. 

The Rev. Paul Jeffrey is a missionary from the PNW Conference. He spent October in 
Myanmar and Bangladesh. If you would like to support Jeffrey’s work in mission, you 
may send your gifts to the PNW Conference with “Paul Jeffrey, missionary code: 09541Z” 
in the memo.

Insights

A Rohingya woman in the Balukhali Refugee Camp near Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, 
carries a bag of rice she received from the Bangladesh government.

A Rohingya girl in the Jamtoli 
Refugee Camp near Cox’s Bazar, 
Bangladesh. Her face is marked 
with thanakha, a traditional Burmese 
cosmetic.

A Rohingya girl walks between 
makeshift shelters in the Jamtoli 
Refugee Camp near Cox’s Bazar, 
Bangladesh.

RESERVE THIS
RESOURCE!
Contact Ian McKnight at 
imcknight@pnwumc.org 
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his notion of being called is not a 
new one. 

Scripture is peppered with 
stories of our foreparents in faith 
being called to serve, to proclaim, 

to prophesy, to witness, to redemptive work. 
Some of these stories seem like they were 
pulled from blockbuster action movies, 
replete with human sacrifices, creatures 
of the deep sea, and voices from above. 
Yet other stories were not so dramatic and 
filled with fanfare and came in the form of 
questions and statements that the hearers 
wrestled with.

“What’s your call?” is a question many 
people of faith are asked, and if you are 
one of those exploring formal ministry 
paths through The United Methodist 
Church, it’s one you’ll hear again and 
again throughout your discernment 
process. It’s a question I was asked, and 
continued to ask myself as I said, “Yes, I 
am called, but how, and to what?”

What began with local church, district, 
and conference involvement, evolved 
into entering the candidacy process for 
deacon through my Seattle District, with 
the encouragement from then District 
Superintendent Pat Simpson that it was 
a period of discernment, and culminates 
with my application for consecration to 
The United Methodist Women’s Board 
of Directors through the Deaconess 
Home Missioner office, and God willing, 
consecration at the UMW Assembly in 
May 2018.

The candidacy process for deacon did 
exactly what it was supposed to do: help 
me discern my call to ministry. As one who 
has always believed in an empowered and 
theologically-trained laity, it affirmed my 
call to diverse forms of service directed 
toward the world to make Jesus Christ 
known in the fullness of his ministry and 
mission, which mandate that his followers:

• Alleviate suffering
• Eradicate causes of injustice and all 

that robs life of dignity and worth
• Facilitate the development of full 

human potential
• Share in building global community 

through the church universal

…which happened to be the call of the 
deaconess -- laywomen who are called by 
God to be in a lifetime relationship in The 
United Methodist Church for engagement 
with a full-time vocation in ministries of 

love, justice, and service. 
Today, I serve as director of 

Communications at Vanderbilt Divinity 
School, supporting and amplifying the 
work of this ecumenical, justice-seeking 
learning community, while co-leading the 
Immigration Taskforce of the Tennessee 
Annual Conference, and organizing 
with Moral Movement Tennessee -- a 
grassroots organization building a 
multiracial, intergenerational, interfaith, 
anti-poverty, pro-justice moral movement 
to advance Tennessee and its most 
vulnerable and marginalized forward.

Through this community of 
deaconesses and home missioners, I 
have found my home as a lay person 
as I continue asking and answering the 
question, “What is my call?”

To learn more about the Deaconess 
and Home Missioner Community, please 
visit: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.
org/dhm. 

Sophia K.R. Agtarap is a member of the 
PNW Conference and is a candidate for 
deaconess.

By SOPHIA K.R. AGTARAP

Yes, I am called, 
but how,

and to what?

Ordained Ministry in
The United Methodist Church D1300

Have you ever 
thought of becoming 
an ordained 
minister? This DVD 
and booklet has 
been prepared by 
the General Board 
of Higher Education 
and Ministry, to 
recruit, and support 
the development 
of Christian leaders (lay and clergy) for 
the transformation of the world through 
Christian discipleship.

Exploration 2017 gathered around 300 
young adults to discern a pivotal call to 
ordained ministry.

Here are a few responses from 
members of the PNW Conference and 
friends.

Read The PNW News Blog:
bit.ly/exploration2017-response

Amory Peck asks those of all ages, 
what are we called to do? What’s next?

Read The PNW News Blog:
bit.ly/refracting-new-light

RESERVE THIS
RESOURCE!
Contact Ian McKnight at 
imcknight@pnwumc.org 
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n Oct. 22, while preaching 
on Moses leading the 
Israelites to the Red Sea, I 
had an anxiety attack. 

I had all the classic 
signs: tight chest, 
shaky hands, tears 
welling. Rather than try 

and pretend I was fine, I named what I was 
experiencing to my congregation as I took a 
moment to collect myself and identify what had 
set me off. Turns out, it was the threat of change.  
You see immediately after worship, a significant 
change would take place - a change that had 
been initiated back in the Fall of 2015 when 
we had come to realize something: God was 
sending people to be a part of Cheney UMC 
and we literally had no space for them. We had 
pews that sat 75 people and had yet to worship 
under 90 since I had been there. We were in 
desperate need of a plan to figure out how we 
could welcome all the folks God was sending 
us. Our Associate Pastor, Pat Sleeth, who has 
expertise in the area of long-range planning, 
started us on a year and a half journey of 
praying, listening, and dreaming; of gathering for 
town hall meetings, taking surveys to determine 
our congregational gifts and needs, and 
commissioning ad hoc teams to present ideas. 
In August, after all that holy work, we made the 
decision (among many others) to move from 
pews to chairs. 

So here I was in full panic on the very Sunday 
that the pews would be unbolted from the floor 
and donated to the Union Gospel Mission. 
Attempting to continue, I had come to the part 

Insights

(Left to right) Pastor Pat, Cathy Sleeth, Sarah Hindle, Stan Kerr, Zoe Osborne and Debbie Camp 
are full of smiles after loading the pews up for delivery to the Union Gospel Mission where they will 
complete their new dedicated worship space.

Fearless:
Imagine Your Life 
Without Fear

D1000

People have plenty of 
reasons for fear. What if faith, 
not fear, was your default 
reaction to threats? Join 
popular author, speaker and 
minister, Max Lucado, to find 
out how to address what may 
be some of your biggest fears 
and to find a way to trust more 
and fear less. Includes DVD, 
small group discussion book, 
small group leader’s guide, 
CD- ROM with sermon tips, 
guidelines for implementing a 
church-wide campaign, and 
promotional material. Includes 
a Spanish track for each DVD 
episode.

where the Israelites find themselves trapped 
between the Red Sea and Pharaoh; thinking 
they are facing near death, they panic. 

Now, there have been many times when 
the Holy Spirit has provided the right message 
when I need it - but that Sunday will forever 
stand in my memory. While we were not facing 
certain death at Cheney, it did feel like a Red 
Sea moment - we couldn’t turn back but the 
way forward wasn’t totally certain. Who knew 
if this big change would actually work? What 
if we’re making the wrong decision? What if 
we’ve led our church into giving up a tradition 
of 137 years of pew-sitting, and it fails?!

But the Spirit was with us as I came to the 
part where Moses speaks to the panicked 
Israelites saying, “Do not be afraid - God is 
about to save you.” When he turns to God 
himself, God tells Moses, “Just keep the 
people moving forward.” Hearing those words, 
my anxiety disappeared. 

I learned a big lesson that day: when facing 
change, take a deep breath, give God your fear, 
and keep the people moving forward. If we are 
to grow in our ministry to the world, change is 
inevitable and we can either panic when facing 
it; or remind ourselves that God has always 
been with us when we have faced an uncertain 
future. After worship, the people of Cheney 
UMC moved forward, the pews came out, and a 
new chapter began. Praise be to God! 

The Rev. Alissa Bertch Johnson serves as lead 
pastor of Cheney UMC. Visit www.cheneyumc.
org to learn more about its ministries in 
Cheney, Wash.

What if we’re making the wrong 
decisions? Give God your fear.
By THE REV. ALISSA BERTCH JOHNSON Photo by KATHY SAWTELLS

RESERVE THIS
RESOURCE!
Contact
Ian McKnight at
imcknight @
pnwumc.org 
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By PASTOR NICO ROMEIJN-STOUT

In the past year I’ve attended 
so many marches, rallies, 
protests, vigils, and other 
public actions that I eventually 
stopped buying poster paper 
and just started showing up 
with a white board. For a while 
last spring, it lived in the back 
of my car, along with a stash of 

markers and an eraser.
This has been a year where local, 

national, and world events have seemed to 
be in a constant state of upheaval. When 
anyone who doesn’t fit into my particularly 
privileged niche of society (white, straight, 
educated, employed, male…) has at times 
felt their basic protections under the law, and 
value in the eyes of society, erode away.

Whether marching for women or 
science, rallying in support of affordable, 
comprehensive health care or equal rights 
for LGBTQ+ persons, my presence and 
participation is shaped foremost by my 
identity as a Christian. Occasionally this 
leads to some interesting exchanges with 
people from Christian and non-Christian 
backgrounds, almost always underpinned 
by some form of the same question: but 
isn’t this a political issue?

Yes, it is political, also.
This idea has become my standard 

starting point in replying. Health care, 
creation care and climate justice, equal 

rights for all people, anti-discrimination 
efforts, protesting racism, #MeToo… yes, 
these and many other issues are also 
political issues.

For me as Christian, however, they are 
first and foremost a matter of faith.

Back in 2005, Jim Wallis published his 
book “God’s Politics”. One of the points he 
makes near the beginning of this book is 
that “God is personal, but never private” (p. 
31). If we who follow Christ do not have a 
personal relationship with God, then what 
is the point? Our faith becomes a set of 
philosophies of long-dead teachers. If God 
is not personal, then where is the desire 
from us and from God for relationship? 
At the same time, faith is never simply 
a private matter, because “private faith 
becomes a merely cultural religion 
providing the assurance of righteousness 
for people just like us” (pp. 34-35).

By reminding myself, and sometimes 

others as well, that the pressing moral 
issues of our time are also political 
because they are first imperatives of the 
Christian faith, I am hoping to remind 
myself (as much as anyone else) that faith 
in Jesus Christ and the Gospel he reveals 
is to be my leading edge in the public 
sphere; it is to be my fundamental “why.”

As much as both major political parties 
like to claim that God is on their side in 
every race and on every ballot issue, we 
must remember that God is nonpartisan. 
Rather than even asking if God is on our 
side, we witness to our faith when we 
instead ask if we are on God’s side.

If our personal faith is not calling us to 
action alongside refugees, war victims, 
and hurricane survivors; alongside those 
who can barely afford housing, let alone 
health care; alongside the yet unborn 
generations who will inherit the earth we 
leave behind; if our personal faith is not 
calling us to publicly walk with, empower, 
and advocate for these whom Christ has 
told us will inherit Kingdom of God, then 
quite frankly, what are we doing?

Yes, this means we must also be 
political. 

If we’re not 
walking with 

Christ, then what 
are we doing?

Pastor Nico Romeijn-Stout and members of St. John UMC are marching in support of Black Lives Matter. “Whether marching for 
women or science, rallying in support of affordable, comprehensive health care or equal rights for LGBTQ+ persons, my presence and 
participation is shaped foremost by my identity as a Christian,” he shares. 

Nico Romeijn-Stout serves as pastor of discipleship and social justice of St. John UMC in the Alaska Conference.
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s a third-year seminarian 
who plans to serve a 
church post-graduation, 
I am fully immersed in 
a season of waiting. 
My future remains 
largely up in the air, 

and there’s not a whole lot I can do about 
it. In meeting with my spiritual director 
recently, we began talking about this 
period of waiting…and what I was doing in 
the midst of it.

“Isn’t waiting enough?” I thought.
No, it is not – because waiting is an 

active thing. We don’t just sit and twiddle 
our thumbs when something is in our 
future. We prepare. We clean up and set 
the table and send out invitations. We find 
strength and hope and inspiration.

For us as Christians, we are entering 
into this holy season of Advent, a season 
of waiting for the Christ. In preparing for 
the birth of Christ, how is our time waiting 
active and alive?

As United Methodists, we are in 
another season of waiting, as our 
denomination discerns their stance on 
human sexuality. While the Commission 
on a Way Forward gathers together 
in prayer, storytelling, and deep 
conversation, many of us find ourselves on 
the outside looking in, wondering what is 
next for The United Methodist Church.

In my context, this wondering is 
happening in seminary, at Boston 
University School of Theology. I often 
find myself engaged in conversations 
with colleagues, both in and out of the 
classroom. We read articles, share sacred 
stories, and pray together. We are waiting, 
and right now, we do that by watching.

A friend of mine shared with me one of 
the reasons she loves watching sunrises. 
“They always happen,” she said, “but we 
always watch the process of them coming 
into being”. This waiting through watching 
is active, as we stare at the sky for signs of 
change and hope, trying to read the signs.

Friends, as we wait for answers in 

All The Places to Go: How Will You Know? D4597
Are You Ready For an Adventure? Rarely in the Bible does God command someone to “stay.” Instead, he 
opens a door and invites us to walk through it - into the unknown. And whether we stay or go will ultimately 
determine the kind of life we’ll live and the kind of person we’ll become. In this six-session DVD study, 
bestselling author John Ortberg opens our eyes to the countless doors God places before us every day, 
teaches us how to recognize them, and encourages us to step out in faith and embrace all the extraordinary 
opportunities that await.

the year or two ahead, let us remember 
to watch. Let us watch, with our limited 
communication, trying to read the signs. 
Let us watch, with our frustrations, our joy, 
our tears, our anxieties, our celebration. 
Let us watch, knowing that the love of 
Christ is coming soon. 

Bailey Brawner is a member of St. John 
UMC in Anchorage, Alaska and is working 
as a social media coordinator at Boston 
University School of Theology. Brawner is 
working towards becoming an elder in The 
United Methodist Church.

A Season of Waiting
By BAILEY BRAWNER

What does it mean to wait for this new thing?
Where can we find life in waiting?

How is our time of waiting still active and alive?

RESERVE THIS RESOURCE!
Contact Ian McKnight at imcknight@pnwumc.org 
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By THE REV. PAUL GRAVES

o you remember the lead-up 
to Christmas when you were 
a child? If you now have 
children, or grandchildren, or 
great-grandchildren, what do 

you recall the lead-up to Christmas being 
for you as a grown-up? Did you ever feel 
like the days and weeks before Christmas 
were just upside-down?

Advent seems like that, with all the 
preparations we seem compelled to 
make for Dec. 24 and 25. But the real 
“upside-down-ness” of Advent began 
long before our cultural Christmas twists 
came along. These weeks of upside-down 
preparedness, of being alert, began over 
2,000 years ago.

All newborns turn our lives upside-
down. But the stable scene in Bethlehem 
2,100 years ago started a deeper, more 
radical, form of upside-down life that we 
still don’t live with all that well.

From his legendary conception until 
now, Jesus was and is a full-fledged 
radical, for sure. He was radical (extreme) 
because his actions and attitude were 
extreme as he challenged the politically 
correct and religiously correct persons of 
his day.

But that’s only because he was radical 
(root-deep) in the sense of coming from 
the taproot, the source, of Life.

Jesus didn’t wait until his public 
ministry to become radical. His birth was 
a radical departure from the typical kingly 
birth. The delivery room was a stable.

Are your imaginations in gear? If so, 
step with me inside that stable-cave so 
we can eavesdrop on what might be 
happening: the only guests are animals 

and some smelly shepherds -- and our 
imaginations. If our hearts listen carefully, 
we might hear the baby whisper of the 
radical mystery of Life and what his role in 
that mystery will be like:

Our Heavenly Father knows it is time 
to remind you and all humanity that He is 
profoundly serious that LIFE be lived as it 
has always been meant to live.

That’s why I am here. Your ancestors 
didn’t take seriously any of the other Life-
signs God offered them. They needed 
touchable, more familiar signs. That is why 
I was here for them. That is why I am here 
for you.

Please don’t be deceived by your ways 
of celebrating Christmas. Christmas is 
much more than being with loved ones or 
even giving consumable or breakable gifts 
to people who have less than you have.

The joy and hope you speak of during 

the Advent and Christmas seasons are 
a very good start. But as God’s Radical 
Host, I welcome you to a new, deeper level 
of living in God’s world.

The experience of Life I welcome you to 
is sketched out in my mother Mary’s words 
in Luke 1:46-55. You know them as the 
Magnificat.

Read them again, carefully, 
confessionally. Can you now understand 
anew that God is very serious about 
leveling the playing field, closing the gaps 
between the haves & have-nots, the rich & 
poor, the powerful & weak?

God did not create this world for 
there to be any gaps between people, 
or between people and the earth. Those 
gaps are your doing, not God’s!

My role as your Host is to love you and 
challenge you and love you again, over 
and over and over. Your role as guest is to 
decide how you will choose to respond to 
my love and my challenge.

As God’s Radical Host, I want you to 
become as whole, as complete a person 
as God initially created you to be. Come to 
me and I can show you, teach you about 
being whole, also about being a radical 
host to those whom you meet. Then it is 
up to you!

Advent: a season for waking up to the 
upside-down love of God for us, for all 
persons, for the earth. Thank God! 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the chair 
of the Conference Council on Older Adult 
Ministries for the PNWUMC. 
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DECEMBER 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 1 2

3
• Global Migration 

Sunday

4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

• Multiplying Ministries 
@ PNWUMC 

13 14 15
• Annual Conference 

Sessions Planning 
Team @ PNWUMC

16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24
• Christmas Eve

25 26 27 28 29 30

31
• New Year’s Eve

1 2 3 4 5 6

• Christmas Institute 2017 @ The Firs 

• Greater Northwest Area Cabinet @ PNWUMC

• High School Winter Retreat @ Lazy F Camp & Retreat Center

• Middle School Fall Camp @ Camp Indianola

• Route 122 @ Tuscany Suites & Casino (Las Vegas)

• Praying Our Way Forward @ PNWUMC

• Middle School Fall 
Camp @ Camp 
Indianola

• Christmas Observance (The Conference Office 
is Closed.)

JANUARY 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31 1
• Happy New Year! (The 

Conference Office is 
Closed.)

2
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

3 4 5 6

7 8 9

• Multiplying Ministries 
@ PNWUMC

10

• Trauma Stewardship 
Institute @ Hotel 
Murano

11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18
• Seattle DCOM @ 

PNWUMC
• Conference Board of 

Global Ministries @ 
PNWUMC

19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

• Seattle-Tacoma 
District Gathering @ 
Kent UMC

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

• Twinlow Young Adult Retreat @ Twinlow

• Conference Council on Youth Ministries @ 
Seabold UMC

• Conference 
Council on Youth 
Ministries @ 
Seabold UMC

• Board of Higher Education and Campus 
Ministry @ PNWUMC

• Twinlow Young Adult Retreat @ Twinlow

• Greater Northwest Area Cabinet @ PNWUMC
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Members of Mason UMC view a video presentation by Jim Truitt and 
Rosalee Mohney sharing the lasting effects from the Washington 
Wildfires of 2014 & 2015.

Jim Truitt, disaster 
response coordinator 
for UMVIM, prepares a 
video presentation on the 
Okanogan Wildfires.

Rosalee Mohney, UMVIM 
Wildfires coordinator 
answers questions about 
volunteer opportunities to 
serve Okanogan County.

arly November, Jim Truitt and Rosalee 
Mohney paid a visit to Mason United 
Methodist Church in Tacoma to share 
the good work in Okanogan County 

while illustrating the volunteer challenges 
happening in Texas, Puerto Rico, and 
California. How can our local church help 
survivors of natural disasters?  

Read The PNW News Blog:
bit.ly/umvim-masonchurch

By JESSE N. LOVE
with ROSALEE MOHNEY and JIM TRUITT

Contact Rosalee Mohney or Jim Truitt if you 
are interested in having your local church 
learn more about their work through a 
personal presentation on the Rebuild.


