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Denounce violence and racism and 
EMBRACE LOVE. Download these 
graphics to use on your Facebook profile 
or share on your timeline.   

Link: bit.ly/resources-love

#EmbraceLove: 
Social media 
graphics

#GivingTuesday is Nov. 28
Visit umcmission.org/give

ver the summer we learned that our then District Service Center (DSC) 
staff, Kyle Franklin and Sabrina Venture, both had new employment 
opportunities to explore. We are thankful that each blessed our districts 
and their superintendents with capable service for a number of years. As 
we said our goodbyes, we started the process of hiring their replacements. 

We’d like to take this opportunity to formally introduce them to you.
Rhondalei Gabuat joined us mid-July as a temporary employee to give us time to 

consider any changes we might want to make to the office before we rehired. While she 
arrived with recommendation, it was her excellent work before her formal interview in August 
which made our search committee’s decision to offer her a permanent position much easier. 
Rhondalei will focus her support toward the Seattle, Tacoma and Inland Districts. You can 
reach her by email at rgabuat@pnwumc.org or by phone at 206-870-6805.

During that interview process, we also were impressed by Hollie Swanson, an 
applicant who was on staff at Mason United Methodist Church in Tacoma, Washington. 
She started in the office last week but has already spent time supporting district 
committee work and quickly learning the system. Hollie will focus her support toward 
the Puget Sound, Seven Rivers and Vancouver Districts. You can reach her by email 
at HSwanson@pnwumc.org or by phone at 206-870-6814. 

Read more about Rhondalei and Hollie at The PNW News Blog: bit.ly/dsc-2017

The District Service Center 
welcomes new staff!
By BRANT HENSHAW, ET. AL.

Rhondalei Gabuat and
Hollie Swanson join the 
District Service Center. 

Gabuat will support Seattle, 
Tacoma, and Inland Districts; 
Swanson will support Puget 

Sound, Seven Rivers, and 
Vancouver Districts.

Rhondalei Gabuat and Hollie Swanson

Link: bit.ly/umc-student-day

UM Student 
Day is Nov. 26
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he recent Atlantic storms in the southeast area of the 
US rallied many to answer the call for donations and 
specifically cleaning bucket kits for the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. 

Because the Sager Brown and West Depots are currently 
filled, Amy Fuselier of UMCOR has personally asked contacts 
within the church to cease creating new buckets to send to 
UMCOR. Fuselier also recognized and thanked the many 
communities that helped in collecting “thousands of cleaning 
buckets” to support disaster response.

If you would like more information, please contact Fuselier, 
director of UMCOR Relief Supplies, General Board of Global 
Ministries at (337) 923-6238 x 216. 

This short has been adapted from an e-mail by Amy Fuselier. 
Special thanks to Jim Truitt.

By ROSALEE MOHNEY

By JESSE N. LOVE | Photo by MIKE DuBOSE

UMCOR director: 
Thank you, no need 
for more buckets

he goal: complete 
interior work for 
these homes 
(electricity, cabinets, 
countertops, 
painting, flooring, 
lighting, etc.) before 
we enter the winter 
months. 

Over the past 
several months, 13 UMVIM teams from the 
PNW have journeyed to Okanogan to work 
- the remainder of October will see three 
more teams go to work. I am so “wowed’ 
by each team, the team leaders, and the 
support they receive from their churches. 
It’s amazing. 

The remaining teams are from 
Wallingford UMC, Salmon Creek UMC, 
and Fairwood UMC. Each team reports 
that the work they are doing is great…plus 
they have a whole lot of fun! Methodists 
are amazing! 

Know how to build a fence? There’s a 
big need for fence builders, also.

Contact me, Rosalee Mohney, at 
rmohney@comcast.net, if you would like 
to know more about forming a team to 
help the recovery and rebuild efforts. 

Mohney serves as
Seattle District co-lay leader and as the 

wildfires UMVIM coordinator.

Can your church help? 
Rebuild projects enters fall, 
need assist for winter

Serving From The Heart (D1001)
Ever wonder what your spiritual gift is? If you want 
to discover your unique talents for service in the 
church, then this resource is for you. E-mail media@
regionalmediacenter.org for more info!
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Brothers and Sisters of The United 
Methodist Church,

Grace and peace to you in the 
compassionate name of our Lord 
Christ Jesus. 

I write to you on behalf of our Council 
of Bishops to invite you to observe Global 
Migration Sunday on December 3, 2017. 
This is the first Sunday of the season 
of Advent, a time when we remember 
the coming birth of the Christ child who 
himself was a migrant. 

From Asia and Europe to Africa and 
the Americas, the plight of more than 65 
million men, women and children forced to 
leave their homes and migrate to places 
unknown calls all Christians to remember 
what God requires of us. 

Wars, natural disasters, persecution, 
economic hardships and growing violence 
around the world are the major root 
causes of the unprecedented global 
migration we witness with grave concern 
today. As if these deadly forces were 
not enough, migrants also face myriad 
problems including hazardous travel, 
cultural barriers and the physical and 
emotional costs of arriving in strange 
lands where they are not always welcome 
and they often face persecution. 

Global Migration Sunday is Dec. 3, 2017

osine Maruv Kayombo will now 
serve as the new director at the 
girls’ Jamaa Letu Orphanage. 
Bishop Kasap Owan Tshibang 

of the Southern Congo Episcopal Area 
announced her appointment at the end 
of Congo Central Annual Conference, 
effective August 15. 

Her earlier 
employment includes 
10 years as a 
secretary in a hospital 
in Kinshasa (the 
capital of Congo), 
seven years for a 
program of the World Bank for children and 
adults with HIV/Aids, and in public relations 
for a local company in Lubumbashi 

Kayombo is a daughter of a pastor 
who died when she was a student; her 
mother is also gone. She wrote this, “As I 
am an orphan, I am so happy to have this 
appointment as chairwoman of Jamaa 

For most of these migrants, the decision 
to flee their homeland comes as a last 
resort effort to live. We are reminded of 
Joseph and Mary as they sought to save 
their lives and especially the life of the 
Christ child as they fled to Africa to escape 
the wrath of King Herod, who (threatened 
by the birth of Jesus) ordered the massacre 
of children (Matthew 2:13-14). 

As United Methodists, we believe that 
the prayers of God’s people can cause the 
outpouring of God’s mercy and justice. As 

your bishops, it is our fervent hope that on 
Global Migration Sunday on December 
3, United Methodist congregations in all 
the places we serve around the world will 
join our voices to pray for our brothers and 
sisters who are suffering the journey of 
forced migration. In addition, as a people 
who pray and act upon those prayers, we 
ask that all our congregations gather an 
offering dedicated to the human suffering 
inflicted by forced migration. Offerings 
collected should be sent to the Migration 
Advance No. 3022144. 

We are grateful for our general 
agencies who have prepared excellent 
resources for Global Migration Sunday in 
English, Arabic, French and Spanish — 
including the prayer that we ask all pray on 
December 3rd. 

Jesus said, “When you welcome 
the sojourner, you welcome me.” 
(Matthew 25:35) 

Let us welcome our migrant brothers 
and sisters with compassionate care, 
pray for them without ceasing and give 
generously that they, too, may have life.  

Grace and peace,

Bishop Bruce R. Ough
President, Council of Bishops

Visit umcmigration.org to learn more 
and access resources to recognize Global 
Migration Sunday.

Letu Orphanages.” 
We welcome Rosine Maruv 

Kadonayombo into this important 
leadership position. We also recognize 
the many years of dedicated and capable 
leadership of Mama Francine Tshisola from 
the inception of the orphanages in 2000.

Jean-Paul Dietrich is a new missionary 
from Switzerland in 
Lubumbashi where 
the two orphanages 
are located. He serves 
as a liaison between 
his Conference and 
the leadership of 
the South Congo 
Conference and the orphanages, assisting 
with communication and management. 
In addition, he will support the university 
students who are former orphanage 
residents with their finances, enrollment, 
and living arrangements. 

Dietrich brings a history of employment in 

international settings, in both the public and 
private sectors. His previous position was in 
Mali, West Africa with the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation. An earlier 
position was as the Public Information 
Officer of the UN Mission the DR Congo.

Dietrich is a widower in his early 60s. 
His children remain in Switzerland. His 
hobbies and interests include classical 
and international music, politics & 
development, and traveling. 

We welcome Dietrich as a missionary 
and in his new responsibility. We also 
recognize the five years of service of 
Roman Hofer whose assistance with the 
two orphanages along with a myriad of 
other responsibilities enabled the ministry 
of both this conference and the South 
Congo Conference. 

Barbara Dadd Shaffer serves as
the chair of the Bishop’s Task Force,

Jamaa Letu Orphanages.

Meet the new faces at Jamaa Letu
By BARBARA DADD SHAFFER Photos by JAMAA LETU ORPHANGES

 

News Now



November 2017 5Ideas & Inspiration

Abide: A Guide to Living in Intentional Community (D4250)
Learning to live in community can be challenging for anyone. Over the past few 

years since starting The Epworth Project in the Dallas / Fort Worth area, many 
lessons have been learned to ease the transition into community. This video series 
reflects those lessons learned along the way.

The hope for this study is that it will help persons who are starting intentional 
communities. It’s also for those who are joining a short-term community to participate 
in a one- to two-year missional service project that includes living in community. 
Many denominations sponsor these kinds of projects.

ow do we discern, engage, and 
start something new?

The notion “the first step 
is always the hardest” has 

occupied different seasons of my life. 
When we find ourselves at the edge of 
change, we sometimes press pause. This 
part of our humanness escapes no one.

Although we “walk by faith,” why is it 
that we have a difficult time taking that first 
step along a new, unfamiliar journey?

Starting something new reveals 
numerous questions that outweigh our 
perceived capacity to dream. This comes 
to light when we conceptualize what 
that “new thing” might be or what it looks 
like. However, when we are able to see an 
emerging way forward there is one vital 
consideration: the first step.

It’s important to get off on the right foot.
Last September, leaders from The 

Greater Northwest Area and The Western 
Jurisdiction came together in Seattle to 
dream about what it would look like to 
start something new. Creating a new 
church, new faith community, or new 
place for new people, while an exciting 
notion, can actually have fruitful first steps 
— options, paths, tools, and failures that 
provide insight and shape what’s next. 
At “Step One: On the Journey to Starting 
Something New”, hosted at First United 
Methodist Church in Seattle, participants 
were able to explore such discernment.

“I simply enjoyed the opportunity to 
connect with other church leaders who 
were interested in doing something 
new or different to reach people in 
the community who are unaffiliated 
with a local church,” said the Rev. 

Pat Longstroth, pastor of Brownsville 
UMC, Bremerton, Washington.

Gathering with others who share 
passion, dreams, and hope for the church 
is not only valuable, it’s energizing. We 
can be drawn out of our familiar problem-
solving modes and into spaces where 
creative energy is contagious.

“I wasn’t sure whether many of the 
ideas presented would be helpful in my 
situation, with the very low number of 
people I have in attendance at my church. 
But I was re-energized, and I found new 
motivation, to think and pray and ask God 
how God might be calling my local church 
to be the presence of Christ for the world,” 
continued Longstroth.

Step One is an annual training, 
sponsored by The Western 
Jurisdiction and Path1 New Church 
Starts and Discipleship Ministries featuring 
presenters from across our Greater 
Northwest Area and our UMC Connection. 
The training featured the Rev. Curtis 
Brown, Path1 New Church Strategist for 
the Western Jurisdiction; the Rev. Roberta 
Jantzi Egli, Messy Church trainer; the Rev. 
John Helmiere of Valley and Mountain in 
Seattle; Brian Zehr of Intentional 
Impact and who leads our new 
Multiplying Ministries cohort training 
across the Greater Northwest Area; the 
Rev. Beth Estock of The Epicenter 
Group and co-author of Weird Church; 
and Kristina Gonzalez, director of 
Leadership Development for an Inclusive 
Church, PNW Conference.

Congregational Developers from 
across the Western Jurisdiction were also 
present and available for conversation, 

including our Opening Worship leaders 
the Revs. Sarah Casey, Joseph Kim, and 
Neal Sharpe. They are each serving and 
creating new, exciting ministries in Seattle.

To close out the three-
day event, Bishop Elaine JW 
Stanovsky, resident bishop of The Greater 
Northwest Episcopal Area, challenged the 
group to be bold and recognize the unique 
opportunity we have in the west and in our 
own context of the “None Zone”.

“Are you here to do a new thing with 
God?” asked Stanovsky in her address to 
the group. “The importance of discovering 
the ‘something new’ God is breathing 
life into in our neighborhoods and 
communities cannot be understated.”

Step One will rotate each year within 
the Western Jurisdiction; in 2018, The 
California-Nevada Conference will host the 
next Step One event. Details will be made 
available in the spring.

Step One provides a space where 
creativity and innovation help foster the 
first leap into the great unknown of God. 
How will you create a new place for new 
people in the coming year? It starts by 
taking that first step of faith. Go for it! 

Patrick Scriven serves as the director 
of Communications & Young People’s 

Ministries. Teri Tobey serves as program 
associate for Young People’s Ministries.

The Rev. Dr. William D. Gibson serves as 
the director of Strategic Faith Community 
Development for The Greater Northwest 
Area of The United Methodist Church.

By THE REV. DR. WILLIAM D. GIBSON | Photos by PATRICK SCRIVEN and TERI TOBEY

E-mail media@
regionalmediacenter.
org to access this 
resource!

The First Step is Always the Hardest
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By JESSE N. LOVE with THE REV. LYDA PIERCE
Additional photo by WIKIPEDIA

“Nie?” Amy 
Diehr, Education 
Services 

manager of Tacoma Community 
House points to illustrations on a white 
board.  Before meeting with English 
students, Diehr asked volunteers in Polish, 
“Tak?” (Yes?) or “Nie?” (No?) on how they 
feel about different weather conditions.

Later in a small classroom, these guest 
volunteers engaged in Talk Time – where 
they met some of the immigrant students 
of Tacoma Community House who were 
eager to practice their conversational 
English. TCH hosts its Talk Time every 
Tuesdays at noon*, connecting volunteers 
and immigrant students in a comfortable, 
non-judgmental setting.

Several students opened up about 
their personal lives. Women from the 
Ukraine shared in English what they do 
for a living and where they worship. One 
gentleman shared he wanted to improve 
his English so he can speak to customers 
at his Korean restaurant. Another male 
student was excited to be in the States so 
he can work on his musical aspirations; he 
even shared some of his performances on 
YouTube with the group.

Tacoma has a very diverse population, 
especially in the neighborhood where TCH 
is located. The area is a new home for 

With a changing season of federal policy, how have immigrant 
communities and services been impacted?

people from the Ukraine, Russia, Vietnam, 
Iraq, and East Africa. Diehr shared that 
the demographics of a community are 
partially determined by how many refugee 
slots are allowed by the US government. 
Certain numbers of refugees are allowed 
into the U.S. based on set quota. When this 
number is reached, then only allowances 
in accepting new immigrants are made in 
special circumstances. This includes family 

reunions or military allies to the US (via 
a Special Immigrant Visa). These quotas 
are refreshed every year with February 1, 
2017 as the last date of this reset.

Some of the students at TCH are very 
poor and may not have received any 
kind of formal education. So along with 
learning a whole new language to help 
navigate life in a new culture, students 
must also begin learning the basics – such 
as writing and taking notes. Students are 
tested for reading, listening, writing, and 
speaking; they can spend around 32 hours 
a week in class with 12 hours of English 
studies. Immigrant students are putting in 
this hard work so they can access better 
educational/career pathways and also 
help in grooming their own children for 
higher education.

With so many students enrolling in 
reading, writing, math, and computer 
classes at TCH, it is easy to understand 
that many are working hard to gain access 
to a better quality of life. What isn’t often 
told are the painful stories of refugees. 
Some are fleeing from war-torn areas, 
tyrannical governments, and places where 
young people confront death more than 
opportunities for living full lives.

In September 2017, the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals was rescinded by 
President Donald Trump. DACA allows 

Amy Diehr asks volunteers at Tacoma 
Community House’s Talk Time which 
seasons they like, in Polish. This 
warm-up activity served to illustrate the 
cognitive and emotional challenges of 
understanding a different language.
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young immigrants a two-year period of 
deferred action from deportation, giving 
them authorization to work and receive 
an education. Tacoma Community 
House’s work in serving those in need 
has felt the impact. “Students are scared. 
They come in and ask if it’s okay to come 
here or if ICE (U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement) will come into the 
building,” shares Diehr.

Audra Hudson is a United Methodist 
global mission fellow serving as a 
community organizer at TCH. “We’ve 
received a lot of calls made to Tacoma 
Community House inquiring what they 
should do in this time period. This week, 
we are hosting DACA workshops in 
association with the Northwest Immigrant 
Rights Project (NWIRP) that can guide 
DACA recipients who need to renew or 
chart a new course after DACA ends,” 
Hudson shares.

When DACA was first announced, TCH 
received more applications from students 
seeking their General Equivalency 
Diplomas. But, with last year’s election of 
President Donald Trump, there has been a 
decrease in enrollment according to Diehr.

Diehr and Hudson illustrated how 
the rescinding of DACA has undone the 
progress of immigrant families working 
to contribute positively to society. Diehr 
explains, “When Trump was elected, in 

Bellingham parents pulled their kids out 
of school because of fear of being taken 
away. The records of these children 
were in school.”

“Personal information, such as where 
they were born, where they live, who their 
dependents are, and who are their family 
members is kept on record,” explains 
Hudson. “Part of the agreement when 
young people submitted this info to the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS, 
for their DACA application) is that DHS 
would not share this with ICE. But now, 
people are fearful that this information will 
be shared (between the two agencies) 
since DACA has been rescinded.”

On March 5, 2018, people protected by 
DACA will begin losing their permits. The 
rescinding of DACA may result in the 
disappearance of tax dollars now that 
recipients of DACA are forced to flee or 
quit their jobs. Children living in the US 
may also be forced into foster care, if their 
parents are deported. Young people who 
are living in the US, but are not citizens, 
may be relocated back to their parent’s 
countries of origin – where they may not 
even speak the language and/or worse, 
return back to a hostile environment. This 
is the limbo where DACA recipients and 
families are at.

Tacoma Community house continues 
to do what it has always done to 

provide programs to accompany and 
help immigrants and refugees seeking 
employment, education, immigration 
assistance, and advocacy for victims 
of crime. To provide the best possible 
support, TCH is working with partners 
such as the Northwest Immigrant Rights 
Project (NWIRP) to provide up-to-date 
resources and materials for those have 
important questions regarding next 
steps in this time of rapidly changing 
immigration policies and practices from 
the federal government. 

*If you have any questions regarding TCH’s Talk Time or what you can do to learn more 
about DACA, please contact Audra Hudson and Amy Diehr of Tacoma Community 

House. You may also contact the Rev. Lyda Pierce, director of Hispanic/Latino Ministries 
(Office of Connectional Ministries, PNW Conference).

Special thanks to Liz Dunbar of Tacoma Community House.
Jesse N. Love serves as the graphic designer & print manager for the PNWUMC.

During Talk Time, students of TCH engage in conversation 
to help improve their English-speaking skills.

Tacoma, Wash. is home to a diverse 
community. Many are from Eastern 
Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Middle 
East regions. Talk Time conversations 
sometimes revolved around where each 
person is from and how their families 
arrived in America.

Tacoma Community House (D5100)

Started by The 
Methodist Church 
Home Mission Board 
(deaconesses) 
in 1910, Tacoma 
Community House 
(TCH) has grown 
to be a full-fledged 
social service agency providing 
education, citizenship, translation, 
advocacy, employment, ESL, and 
services for children and youth that 
empower the diverse population in 
its neighborhood while maintaining 
historic and economic ties to The 
United Methodist Church.

Also:
• Which Way Home (D1018)
• Arizona: State of Fear (D2010)

E-mail media@
regionalmediacenter.org
to access this resource!
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n the midst of tragedy like 
the mass shooting in Las 
Vegas, United Methodists 
long to participate in 

God’s work in the world. We 
pray, worship, and offer well 
wishes. We also serve, lend a 
hand, and meet a need.

Through our service, 
we often find healing for 
ourselves as the Holy Spirit 
moves in and through us.

A great guide for finding 
ways to minister to our 
neighbors is Jesus’ story of the 
sheep and goats in Matthew 
25:31-46. Jesus tells the 
helpers that they served 
him by serving those in the 
greatest need.

By THE REV. GOLDEN NEAL
Photo by JESSE N. LOVE

Courtesy of
DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES

You did it for me
Serving others in times of tragedy

I was hungry
“I was hungry, and you gave 

me food to eat,” Jesus tells us.

Provide a meal. Many 
churches have ministries that 
provide meals for those who 
are recovering from surgery, 
mourning the loss of a loved 
one, or otherwise in need of 
a hot meal. You can also do 
something similar on your own. 
Take a meal to one who is 
hurting. Provide food to those 
living on the street. Buy the 
meal for the person behind you 
in the drive-thru line. 

Read More:
bit.ly/umc-tragedy

f I had to sum up my 
experience at Mission 
u in a single word, it 
would be “connection.” 

As an attendee, I experienced 
avenues of connection 
throughout the event, from 
people I knew, subjects that I 
had an interest, and meeting 
new participants.

The main issue that we 
addressed was the history 
and status of the Missionary 
Conferences of The United 

Methodist Church. The role of 
missionaries in the life of the 
church was a given as well as 
the turbulent consequences of 
those early missionary efforts 
and the struggles those local 
churches face today. Through 
our studies we obtained a 
perspective that has been 
often overlooked by our church 
and society as a whole. 

Read more:
bit.ly/missionu-missionary

1. HELP RAISE FUNDS to send young delegates to global 
convocation.

2. LEARN DIFFERENT STRATEGIES for creating new places 
for new people.

3. EXPLORE YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS through 
hospitality.

4. HEEDING THE CALL TO BE PEACEMAKERS during 
Christian Education Week.

5. CHOOSE ADVENT RESOURCES for yourself and your 
congregation. 

Learn more:
bit.ly/discipleship-5ideas

A UMC.org Feature by JOE IOVINO
Photo courtesy of WIKIPEDIA
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hristmas Institute (or CI) is an annual leadership 
development retreat for young people in 7th grade to 
second year post-college, and always begins the day 
after Christmas. This ministry began in the Philippines 
and continues in the United States. There are CIs in 

New Jersey, Texas, Illinois, Northern and Southern California, 
and here in Washington State. 

Although this ministry has its origins in nurturing Christianity 
among the Filipino immigrant and Filipino American community, 

Nica Sy
“Each year, Christmas Institute has acted 
as an escape from the stresses of my daily 
life. I attended CI six times as a camper, 
and each year I was able to explore and 
discover more about my faith. Now that 
I am entering my first year as a Leader-
in-Training (LIT), I am excited to bring 
the same life-changing experience I had 
to new campers, who are just starting to 
develop their faith.”

CI is now in it’s 16th year and is supported by the PNW Conference. Contact info@ci-pnw.org if you would like to learn more about this 
great ministry. Nica Sy is a young person and a member of Seattle: Beacon UMC. Jesse N. Love serves as the graphic designer and 

print manager for the PNWUMC. Special thanks to Anthony Sy and the Rev. Shalom Agtarap.

Lawrence Paltep
“With all of the expectations life has, 
finding a place to feel God’s presence 
can be very difficult. Being away…allows 
me to reflect on my identity and moves 
my heart towards the kind of love Jesus 
has for us.  I really enjoy the many new 
relationships that are built at CI. God can 
be seen in these relationships through 
songs of praise, family group times, 
scripture studies, workshops, meals and 
even during the passing time.”

Hazel Rollolazo
“Ever since I attended my first CI back in 
2009, it has become a part of who I am. CI 
is a place where I am able to grow within 
myself and strengthen my relationship 
with God, outside of church, with the help 
of leaders who guide me. Watching the 
campers grow within their faith in just five 
days and being a part of it is one of the 
most fulfilling experiences I have ever had. 
Seeing campers enjoy their time at CI is 
what keeps me coming back every year.”

Daniel Yabuki
“Throughout most of the year, I feel as 
though the relationship that I have built 
with God does not always resonate with 
my daily life because of other high priority 
items that run concurrently with that 
relationship. CI…offers lessons on why we 
chose to invite God into our lives and how 
to process and spread his teachings within 
ourselves and to other people around us.” 

Camille Mercado
“Just understanding the fact that you can be in a space where you know that you won’t be judged for the 
mistakes or hard trials that you went through in your life is something that really means a lot. This year would 
be my third year going to the camp and though there are many more kids that have been going much longer, I 
automatically feel part of the family from day one. I’m very thankful to be attending and I hope that you will all 
consider joining our family as well.” 

each year CI blooms to become a multi-cultural event for young 
people exploring their faith, grappling with their multiple identities, 
and deepening their experience of the incarnate Christ.

“Who do you say I am?” is a question related to CI’s 
developing theme. Young people will question identity and the 
reality of the world – be it in our digital realities to life that is in 
front of all of us. Nica Sy, a young person who serves as part of 
CI-PNW’s leadership, has gathered friends who can testify to the 
rich and formative time that this event provides.

“In a world of fake news, filters for Instagram photos, and failed relationships hiding 
behind picture-perfect frames, Jesus comes offering not only his full self, but an 
opportunity for us to be our full selves.”

Christmas Institute ‘17 
focuses on ‘identity’

Insights

Christmas Institute PNW 2017
When: December 26-30
Where: The Firs (Bellingham, Wash.)
More Info: ci-pnw.org • bit.ly/fb-cipnw
By NICA SY with JESSE N. LOVE
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doing volunteer work 
because I wasn’t able to 
say ‘no.’ I’m called to do 

certain things - it happens that I volunteer 
to do those things.” 

“The fullness of life is found not in 
receiving but in giving. When we serve 
others in Christ’s name, it is we who are 
most blessed.”

“I volunteer because it is good for my 
soul.” 

The reasons for volunteering are as 
varied as there are people. 

For one person I’ve spoken to, 
volunteering saved her life as she went 
through a particularly difficult time; she 
found her self-respect once again. 

“Do all the good you can, to all the 
people you can, in all the places you 
can!” The volunteers that go out from our 
churches every day exemplify these words.

A critical component of volunteering 
is passion. Our souls need to be deeply 
stirred for the passion to come roaring 
through and say, “Yes! I will help!” We 
come to that moment of passion through 
differing ways – the pastor may call, a 
chairperson asks for help, or God calls 
us directly and says, “You’re going to 
do something to help the Rebuild.” This 
last statement came from my personal 
experience - the Voice stirred the passion 
of my soul. 

By ROSALEE MOHNEY Photo by JESSE N. LOVE

We carry on the long and rich history of 
Methodism, but more importantly, we live 
out what Christ told us to do - to go out and 
help people - all people! There are dozens 
of areas around the globe that are struggling 
in the aftermath of disasters. Some people 
are asked to volunteer to help in extreme 
situations that require intense, hard, physical 
labor. United Methodist Early Response 
Teams are some of the first to arrive after 
a flood and begin the work of ‘mucking out’ 
buildings so the damage can be assessed 
for rebuilding efforts. In the recovery phase, 
volunteers are needed for several months 
and years to help families and communities 
rebuild lives. It requires dedication, time, 
money, a deep faith, generosity of talents 
and skills, loss of sleep, planning, and 
disruption to personal lives. 

The Rebuild: Up from the Ashes 
Project has been rebuilding homes for 
survivors of the worst wildfires in our 
Washington history. Hundreds of homes 
were completely devastated. In Okanogan 
County and the surrounding area, people 
were deeply impacted by the fires. 
The community was affected, too: kids 
developed school problems, domestic 
abuse increased, a sense of fear and a 
loss of hope were paralyzing. What can 

one person do? 
The call for help went out and people 

responded by the hundreds. Communities 
were astonished at the response. In 2016 
and 2017 there have been 42 Methodist 
volunteer teams that have helped rebuild 
homes for people who are hurt. 

Why do the teams go to help? 
One team said, “It felt like we built a 
strong community with common goals 
surrounded by God moments.” Another 
team leader said, “I was struck by how 
the team’s efforts were received and 
appreciated. Many recipients seemed 
overwhelmed that people from Western 
Washington were willing to come for a 
week to do whatever they could. All were 
very grateful. ”

Why do people volunteer to travel for 
many miles at their own expense to do hard 
work to help someone else? The passion 
for the work comes from being a people 
wrapped in the directive from Christ to go 
and do. We are compassionate people with 
a passion for action! 

If you are interested in being on a team 
or team leader, please contact Rosalee 
Mohney, Wildfires UMVIM Coordinator, 

rmohney@comcast.net.

Last year, a small group of laity participated in an immersion trip to experience with all senses life in Pateros, Wash. post-wildfires.
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Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication. 
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NOVEMBER 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 31 1 2 3

• Older Adult Ministries 
@ PNWUMC

4

• Board of Pensions @ 
PNWUMC

• “Be Ready to Answer 
the Call” – ERT 
Training Kennewick 
First UMC

• No Joke Live with 
special guests Brian 
McLaren and Aneelah 
Afzali @ Seattle: First 
UMC

5 6 7
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

8
• Safety Advocate 

Webinar (Online)

9 10

• Veterans Day 
Observance (The 
Conference Office is 
Closed.)

11

• Veterans Day

12 13 14 15 16
• Northwest Foundation 

– Annual Board 
Meeting @ PNWUMC

• Camping Board of 
Stewards @ PNWUMC

17 18
• UM Volunteers in 

Mission Team Leader/
Team Member 
Training @ Tumwater 
UMC

19 20 21 22 23
• Thanksgiving (The 

Conference Office is 
Closed.)

24
• Thanksgiving 

Observance (The 
Conference Office is 
Closed.)

25

26 27 28 29 30 1 2

• Exploration 2017 @ Marriott Portland 
Downtown Waterfront

• Couple’s Retreat @ Ocean Park

• Couple’s Retreat 
@ Ocean Park

• Exploration 
2017 @ Marriott 
Portland 
Downtown 
Waterfront

• Route 122 @ Tuscany Suites & Casino

• Praying our Way Forward

DECEMBER 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 1 2

3
• Global Migration 

Sunday

4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

13
• Annual Conference 

Sessions Planning 
Team @ PNWUMC

14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24
• Christmas Eve

25 26 27 28 29 30

31
• New Year’s Eve

1
• Happy New Year! (The 

Conference Office is 
Closed.)

2 3 4 5 6

• Christmas Institute 2017 @ The Firs 

• Greater Northwest Area Cabinet @ PNWUMC

• High School Winter Retreat @ Lazy F Camp & Retreat Center

• Middle School Fall Camp @ Camp Indianola

• Middle School Fall 
Camp @ Camp 
Indianola

• Christmas Observance (The Conference Office 
is Closed.)
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No Joke: A Rabbi, an 
Imam, a Pastor and Brian 
McLaren walk into...
Courtesy of
GREATER NW
COMMUNICATIONS

he increasingly diverse 
communities we live in can 
provide great opportunities for 
personal learning and spiritual 
growth. Whether our goal is 
to foster better understanding 

of our neighbors, or to pursue creative 
partnerships for the common good, we 
can only improve the likelihood of positive 
results through intentional preparation.

This year’s Bishop’s Symposium 
will focus on the need to develop our 
capacity for intercultural communication 
as we experience the possibilities of 
interfaith relationships. Through a variety 

Bishop’s 
Symposium

of opportunities, we will glean from the 
wisdom of others to learn what can be 
gained, and dream a little about what we 
might ourselves do.

United Methodist clergy and lay 
persons across the Greater Northwest 
Area are invited to participate in this year’s 
Bishop’s Symposium in one of the ways 

outlined below. Individuals are invited to 
cross conference boundaries to attend the 
option that best fits their schedule.

Visit bit.ly/bishop-symposium
for more details on this event.

OPTION 1 OPTION 2 OPTION 3

No Joke Live
November 4, 2017
Seattle First UMC

NLI+
March 7-9, 2018
Boise First UMC

No Joke
Your Town

Flexible Dates (DIY)


