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n the last few weeks, two of 
the largest natural disasters in 
American history have occurred. 
Hurricane Harvey slammed into 
the central Gulf coast of Texas 
on August 25 with sustained 

winds of 130 miles per hour. Before the 
storm moved on, it dumped 52 inches of 
rain in the Houston and Beaumont areas. 
About 680,000 people have registered 
for FEMA individual assistance. Then 
on September 10, Hurricane Irma made 
landfall in the Florida Keys as a Category 
3 hurricane. The storm worked its way up 
the Florida peninsula and into Georgia. 
Emergency Management officials are 
still attempting to assess the damage.

The Rio Texas and Texas 
Conferences have asked for Early 
Response Team (ERT) assistance from 
outside of their Conferences to help with 
muck out, debris clean-up and tarping. 
ERTs from the Southern part of the US 
were the first to respond. They could get 
there quickly and many of them had the 
equipment and tools needed for the task 
because they had often suffered similar 
events. The Disaster Response teams 
from The Greater Northwest Episcopal 
Area (GNW) jointly assessed our ability 
to rapidly deploy teams and determined 
it would be best for us to take a more 
conservative approach.

It will take at least four days for us to 
drive to Corpus Christi or Houston pulling 
one of our ERT trailers. Therefore, it 
seems more cost effective for us to fly 
to Texas and partner with another ERT 
that have tools and equipment we can 
share. The Desert Southwest (DSW) and 
Cal-Pac Conferences plan to take one 
of their trailers to the area and leave it 
for Western Jurisdiction teams to use. 

By JIM TRUITT | Photo by WIKIPEDIA

They have also invited individual ERT 
volunteers to join one of their teams.

We are looking at sending teams 
to Texas in late October and early 
November (and yes, there will still be 
plenty of work for us to do). This will give 
us time to work out the logistics and 
finances for the trips. If you are really 
anxious to go make a difference, contact 
Polly Turner, DSW ERT Coordinator, at 
Polly@ix.netcom.com or (480) 861-9033 
and volunteer for one of their teams. 
They are planning to send at least six 
teams starting on September 18. If you 
are interested in joining one of the teams 
from the GNW, contact Kathy Bryson, 
PNW ERT Coordinator at pnwumcert@
gmail.com, (509) 539-2978 or Becky 
Platt, OR-ID ERT Coordinator at 
oridumvim@gmail.com, (503) 680-5015. 

Bishop Elaine JW Stanovksy has 
requested that each church in the GNW 
take special collections during the month 
of September for either UMCOR or ERT 
support. Both of these are very worthy 
recipients. It will take billions of dollars 
to recover from Hurricane Harvey and 
UMCOR is well-known for its stewardship 
of donations. It will also take thousands of 
volunteers to make the recovery happen. 
ERTs are the front line volunteers and it will 
take financial resources to get our teams 
to Texas. We encourage you to prayerfully 
consider volunteering and soliciting funds 
to offset the travel expenses of our ERTs. 

Follow PNW UMVIM on Facebook to stay 
current with news from this and other 

disaster response efforts.

Jim Truitt serves as the
disaster response coordinator for UMVIM 

in the PNW Conference.

Pastor Dennis Paschke along with 
members of Orting and Sumner UMCs 
survived heat, sweat, and even frustration 
doing the real work in restoring homes in 
Okanogan County. But in drawing their 
tasks towards God and restoring lives, they 
experienced a meaningful moment in mission. 

Read more: bit.ly/whom-shall-i-send

Friends, an important call for experts in 
fencing...if you are available and qualified for 
this special need, please contact Rosalee 
Mohney.

PNW’s disaster response efforts are still 
supportive of this area -- please read! 

Read more: bit.ly/rebuild-fences

Marilyn Church of Conconully UMC, a 
congregation of about 35, shares how her 
congregation rallied with the town to raise 
some funds for the Rebuild effort.

Special thanks to Rosalee Mohney and 
Barry Hansen! 

Read more: bit.ly/conconully-4000

EMERGENCY RESPONSE
STORIES
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o support US disaster response 
through UMCOR, write checks to 
your church and designate “UMCOR 

Advance 901670” on the memo line. 
Treasurers: send monetary gifts to the PNW 
Conference Treasurer for the total amount 
collected.

The PNW Conference Treasurer 
P.O. Box 13650

Des Moines, WA 98198

E-mail umvimdrc@comcast.net or
visit facebook.com/umvim.pnwumc

for more information.

Here’s the BEST way to support US Disaster Response

roject Transformation is not just a summer program - 
we are working year-round to build bridges to connect 
the community! Become a monthly donor and we will 
send you a free t-shirt, along with personalized monthly 

letters that tell you what your gift is doing to further the mission of 
Project Transformation: Pacific Northwest.  

Connect! E-mail rachel@ptpnw.org for more news.

An excerpt from, ‘I don’t want 
to be your Camp Best Friend’:

In an effort to go deeper with 
people though, invite a new 
friend over for dinner, or sit as 
a family around the table. Get 
out of your comfort zone and 
ask people questions that you 
have been timid to ask. Try to 
get to know people who are 
different from you; learn about 
them and what makes them 
think the way they do. 

Read more:
bit.ly/pnwcamps-cbf

The PNW Methodist 
Camps Blog!

ead stories and musings from members of our PNW’s 
Camping & Retreat Ministries! Visit pnwcamps.org. 
Share! 

The sun rises over Lazy F’s 
Rock Chapel. Photo courtesy 
of Pam Murphy.
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irst, we would like to say thank you so much for all that 
you are doing for these kids and future leaders of the 
church. September, the first month of the school year, 
is a busy and expensive month for the staff. We need 
to make sure we collect all the information for each 
child to figure out who is going where - because they 

have to choose what they want to pursue or do in high school. We 
also have to make this decision now between private or public 
schools. At the private school, the teachers are good but are 
very expensive, while the public or government schools are not 
providing a good education at all. The teachers are not getting paid 
like they are supposed to, so they become lazy on education.

The most important thing is to make sure we pay for 
registration first and the government fees for all the kids this 
school year. Then, we need to buy the school supplies for each, 
including uniforms, black shoes, white socks, backpacks, etc.

The kids are so excited to start school with a new school year, 
especially those who are changing schools.

For all of us, it is also exciting. Now we can get a break as the 
staff, but focus on how we perform through the year. An amazing 
and personal mindset is how we all embrace these kids with an 
open mind of helping them to succeed as I do with my own kids. 
Blessings! 

Special thanks to Barbara Dadd Shaffer, chair of
the Bishop’s Task Force, Hope for the Children of Africa.

Fresie Nandona Chikomb is a
United Methodist missionary assigned 

half-time to the Jamaa Letu Boys’ 
Orphanage in Lubumbashi, DR Congo. 

There are presently 23 children and teens 
living at this orphanage, all who began the 
new school year in September. There are 
also 35 residents at the Girls’ Orphanage.

By FRESIE CHIKOMB
with BARBARA DADD SHAFFER

By THE REV. JENNY PHILLIPS | Additional photos by JESSE N. LOVE

sitting in a coffee shop in 
Georgia. Rain is streaming 
down the windows, and the 
sky looks more like Seattle 
than Atlanta. My office, 

along with schools and government buildings are closed 
today as we await the arrival of Hurricane Irma.

Over the weekend, I went to the Atlanta Beltline 
Lantern Parade. A photo of this event posted on 
Facebook two years ago provided the inspiration for what 
became the General Conference Climate Vigil in 2016.

The first lantern I made for the General Conference 
Climate Vigil was decorated with my prayers for the 2015 
wildfires in Central Washington. The lantern I made for 
this festival was once again decorated with prayers for 
wildfires, not only in Central Washington, but throughout 
the West. But even as I prayed for my old home, I also 
prayed for my new home. So while I glued shapes to 

The Rev. Jenny Phillips and Blessing Kasongo share 
stories of ecological impact at General Conference 2016.
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By THE REV. JENNY PHILLIPS | Additional photos by JESSE N. LOVE

resemble burning forests on one side of the 
lantern, I covered the other side with a hurricane. 
As I worked, I was struck by the irony that a 
scarcity of water contributed to the strength of 
the wildfires on one side, while too much water 
exacerbated the storm on the other side.

I glued a lot of tissue paper to a lot of lanterns in the months 
before General Conference, always with intention and prayer 
behind my brush. But as I made this lantern, for the first time I 
found myself weeping. Weeping for the burning trees and smoky 
skies. Weeping for the flooded streets and the broken lives. 
Weeping for the immense challenge ahead of us, not only to 
harness climate change, but also to respond to the impacts that 
are already here.

I’m experiencing climate change grief more acutely than ever, 
haphazardly bouncing between Elisabeth Kubler-Ross’ five 
stages. Denial is taking a new shape for me these days as I find 
myself wondering, “Is this really it? Is THIS climate change?” Yet 

Insights

I know that while climate change may not start a storm or spark a 
fire, its attendant sea level rise and warmer ocean temperatures 
create the conditions for more intense hurricanes in some places, 
while shifting weather patterns and increasing temperatures 
contribute to drought in others.

I’m mad, mad, MAD at the fossil fuel companies and at 
the collective failure of our political and economic systems to 
acknowledge the risks and accelerate the shift to a low-carbon 
economy. I bounce through bargaining, wondering what Bible 
study/program/campaign I can create that will tilt the needle 
toward change. The depression is real, and it is legitimate in the 
face of this problem that is beyond the human scale.

In the midst of all of this, I’m doing my best to process the pain 
and spend as much time as I can in acceptance. Not acceptance 
that this is how things should be, but acceptance that this is how 
they are. The world as we knew it is changing around us, and we 
must change too.

Washington Governor Jay Inslee writes, “It is not mutually 
exclusive to care for and respond to those being most impacted 
by these disasters and at the same time hear the clarion call to 
take action that will keep these disasters from becoming even 
worse.” In other words, it’s okay to pray, donate, make UMCOR 
kits and participate in disaster recovery AND talk about climate 
change. Indeed, it is imperative that we do so.

As I carried my prayer lantern, lit by my Nokero solar 
light bulb, I remembered some of the stories shared at that 
General Conference Climate Vigil. I remembered Alaska 
District Superintendent Carlo Rapanut sharing about wildfires 
on permafrost; Jeanelle Ablola sharing the stories of conflict 
triggered by food shortages for the Lumad in the Philippines; 
Blessing Kasongo sharing the impacts of drought in the Congo. 

I wondered what climate impacts people will have witnessed 
by our next General Conference in 2020. And I prayed, not only 
for relief from the fires and the storms, but also for the vision and 
courage of United Methodists worldwide to do what they can where 
they are to participate in the transition in to a low-carbon economy.

If you would like to contribute to the recovery effort, you can 
contribute to UMCOR by visiting bit.ly/umcor-901670. Or, you 
can donate through your church by putting USDR Advance 
#901670 on the memo line.  

The Rev. Jenny Phillips is a member of The Pacific Northwest 
Conference serving in extension ministry in Atlanta, Ga.

Bearing witness to real 
climate impact, today

The Revs. Carlo Rapanut and Jeanelle Ablola both share 
how climate change has affected Alaska permafrost and foot 
shortages in the Philippines, respectively.
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or many years I’ve been 
professionally aware of older 
adults’ tendencies toward 
balance issues -- often ending 
in falls of varying severity. Until 
the day I wrote this reflection, 

I hadn’t made the word-play connection 
of physical falls, spiritual falls, and the 
season we call “fall”.

Hence my assertion that “the fall is 
more than a season.” But this assertion 
comes with a difficult memory. To my 
knowledge, my 91-yr-old dad had only one 
fall. If he had more, he never told me. 

Actually, he didn’t tell me about the 
one I knew about – but my cousin did. 
She called and said Dad had fallen in his 
apartment and was in the hospital with a 
cerebral hemorrhage. He didn’t survive 
that fall. 

So I never got the chance to “scold” 
him about being more careful. But I do 
offer that “scold” to older adults (myself 
and my wife included) whenever I get that 
opportunity.

Consider yourself scolded! 
There are great ways to reduce the 

likelihood of falling in our homes or 
elsewhere. I hope you pay attention to 
your surroundings and your body so you 
reduce your fall-ability.

But my intent goes beyond this kind of 
“fall” or the seasonal kind as well. Let’s 
consider biblical-spiritual falling. Frankly 
I’ve resisted thinking much about what 
we refer to as “The Fall” of humankind as 
blamed on Adam and Eve. 

I’ve resisted it because the way we 
think of it is too simplistic. It’s too easy 
for us to dismiss it, even if we are ready 

to blame it for our human condition. But 
over recent years I’ve discovered that the 
redemptive dimension of The Fall is so 
much more than we usually settle for!

Let’s begin with the story we associate 
with The Fall, Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden (Gen. 3: 1-24). This 
is a powerful myth (a “story with great 
meaning”). It informs our understandings 
-- and misunderstandings -- about 
humanity’s relationship with God.

After the snake-apple encounter for 
Adam and Eve, they suddenly realize 
“they are naked”. We sometimes overlook 
an important part of this story. In Gen. 
3:11, God simply asks, “Who told you that 
you were naked?” 

We may assume God’s tone was 
accusatory, but maybe it really reflected 
God’s blessing all of creation. Sensing 
their exaggerated shame about this, God 
said the leaves they sew together to cover 

themselves weren’t good enough.
So God sewed clothes from animal 

skins for them to wear (Gen. 3:21). God 
continued to care for them in their self-
driven shame.

Maybe God was affirming the couple was 
still good, still loved by God. There may have 
been a consequence to their disobedience, 
but they were still loved by God. 

In later centuries, Christian theology 
used this story to demand that the only 
way to stand up from this fall is to be 
“saved” by believing in Jesus. But there’s 
much more to salvation than reserving a 
place in heaven!

It is more about healing us (salving our 
wounds) here and now, to free us to live 
daily lives as we are created to live them. 
That is meant to remind us that even when 
we’re uncertain of God, God is rock-solid 
certain of loving us no matter what.

The English mystic, Julian of Norwich, 
said “First the fall, and then the recovery 
from the fall, and both are the mercy of 
God.” When we fall down, literally and 
metaphorically, we are helped to stand up 
and walk again (whatever that “walk” looks 
like!). Our spiritual maturity reflects that.

We are in the season called “fall.” 
But every day, year-round, we can fall in 
some way. Our bodies may need help 
from another person. But our spirits are 
nourished by the God who cares for the 
wounded, the naked. 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as
the chair for the Conference Council on
Older Adult Ministries for the PNWUMC.

IT’S MORE THAN A SEASON!
By THE REV. PAUL GRAVES | Painting by TIZIAN
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OCTOBER 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

• Compassion v 2.0 
@ Wesley United 
Methodist Church

8 9 10 11 12

• Commission on 
Race and Religion @ 
PNWUMC

13 14
• “Be Ready to Answer 

the Call” – ERT 
Training Kitsap 
County @ Bremerton 
UMC

• Practicing 
Compassion @ 
Willamette University 
(Salem, Ore.)

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

• Early Response Team 
(ERT) Training @ 
Portland First UMC

• A Fresh Start at 
Riverton Park – A 
New Beginning 
Celebration! 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
• UM Volunteers in 

Mission Team Leader/
Team Member 
Training (Visit pnwumc.
org/calendar for more 
information.)

29 30 31
• Happy Halloween!

1 2 3 4

• PNW Cabinet @ PNWUMC

• Five Day Academy for Spiritual Formation @ Redemptorist Renewal Center

• Youth Leader Training @ Twinlow Camp

• PNW United Methodist Women Executive 
Meeting @ Spokane Valley UMC

• PNW United Methodist Women Annual 
Meeting @ Spokane Valley UMC

• Becoming the Story We Tell: A Training in 
the Adult Catechumenate @ Phinney Ridge 
Lutheran Church

• Messy Church USA Conference @ 
Community UMC of Huntington Beach (Calif.)

• High School Fall Camp @ Camp Indianola

• High School Fall 
Camp @ Camp 
Indianola

• CCOYM 2017-2018 @ Yakima: Wesley UMC

• CCOYM 2017-2018 
@ Yakima: Wesley 
UMC

• The Liturgist’s Gathering @ University 
Temple UMC

NOVEMBER 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 31 1 2 3

• Older Adult Ministries 
@ PNWUMC

4

• Board of Pensions @ 
PNWUMC

5 6 7
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

8
• Safety Advocate 

Webinar (Online)

9 10

• Veterans Day 
Observance (The 
Conference Offi ce is 
Closed.)

11

• Veterans Day

12 13 14 15 16
• Camping Board of 

Stewards @ PNWUMC

17 18
• UM Volunteers in 

Mission Team Leader/
Team Member 
Training (Visit pnwumc.
org/calendar for 
locations.)

19 20 21 22 23
• Thanksgiving (The 

Conference Offi ce is 
Closed.)

24
• Thanksgiving 

Observance (The 
Conference Offi ce is 
Closed.)

25

26 27 28 29 30 1 2

• Exploration 2017 @ Marriott Portland 
Downtown Waterfront

• Couple’s Retreat @ Ocean Park

• Couple’s Retreat 
@ Ocean Park

• Exploration 
2017 @ Marriott 
Portland 
Downtown 
Waterfront

• Route 122 @ Tuscany Suites & Casino

• Praying our Way Forward
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On Ending the
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals

(DACA) Policy
bit.ly/bishop-daca

For more blog posts, visit www.greaternw.org

Love Made Liquid –
Responding to Hurricane Harvey
bit.ly/bishop-hurricanes2017


