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The Rebuild: Up from the Ashes Project continues to bring hope and stability to families 
that were devastated by the historic fires primarily in Okanogan County.   

There are teams at work this summer; however, more teams are being asked for to 
continue the work.  The goal is to have six new homes started this summer to get framed 

in, roofs and siding on before inclement weather begins.  

If you, your church, friends and neighbors are interested in forming an UMVIM Team 
(United Methodist Volunteers in Mission), please contact Rosalee Mohney,

(Wildfires UMVIM Coordinator), for additional information.
Your help, gifts and talents are appreciated more than you will ever know.  

Donations of  money can be directed to the Rebuild through your local church;
please add Advance #352 Rebuild in the memo line.

IMPACT OVERVIEW

Global malaria mortality rates 
have fallen by an estimated

60%
since we began this effort

395,000
deaths from malaria still 

occur yearly in Africa

When we began this effort, a 
child in Africa died from malaria

EVERY 30 SECONDS…
THEN 45 SECONDS…

THEN 1 MINUTE. 
We still lose a child every

2 MINUTES
but this progress is reason for 

hope and celebration.

Because of the global effort to 
fight malaria, it is estimated that

6.8 MILLION
deaths from malaria have 
been averted since 2001

In the past decade, life 
expectancy in Sub-Saharan 

Africa has increased by 

9.4 YEARS
1.2 years of which is directly 

attributable to the reduction in 
malaria mortality

United Methodists engaged 
in a global effort

49 CONFERENCES
representing over

6 MILLION
United Methodists accepted 
the challenge to raise funds

Provided over

4 MILLION
life-saving bed nets 

Renovated

61 FACILITIES

Treated over

2.7 MILLION
people for malaria

GLOBAL MALARIA STATISTICS & TRENDS

IMAGINE NO MALARIA IS PART OF A CONCERTED WORLDWIDE EFFORT THAT HAS SHOWN RESULTS

TOGETHER, WE HAVE…

Protected over

175,000 STRUCTURES
with IRS (indoor residual spraying)

Trained

THOUSANDS
of community health workers and volunteers

REBUILD
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hen the persistent and amazing Spirit 
of God, weaves her way through our 

call, our life’s journey and experience, 
it is difficult to ignore. Such was the 

place in which I found myself a week ago Sunday. 
As a beloved child of God, I strive to live the 

vows my parents pledged on my behalf, “Do 
you accept the freedom and power God gives 
you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in 
whatever forms they present themselves?” 
Called and ordained as a Deacon to Word, 
Service, Compassion and Justice to live as a 
bridge between the church and the world, is a 
daily journey of being born anew, of metanoia 
and transformation of the heart. Along the way I 
discovered that my call is deeply woven into my 
DNA – my Great Great Great Grandfather’s life 
was grounded in his faith, justice and compassion, 
even risking potential loss of his life and in the end 
his country (Ireland) to witness on behalf of the 
oppression of the Irish in the 1700’s. 

Sunday’s transformative Spirit-weaving of strands 
from the “Song of Shalom” verse, an announcement 
and sermon, following the violence in Charlottesville, 
propelled me, with an irresistible call - in spite of 
my fear - into a counter-protest march to a White 
Supremacy Rally through the streets of downtown 
Seattle along with 1000 people. A call to admit and 
begin to break the bond of my complicity in racism 
and white privilege… A call to, as Bishop Bruce 
Ough stated, “…to turn our thin words into thick 
action”… A call to pray with my feet.

Under a banner of “Love Wins”, linked arm in 
arm, I along with other faith leaders and siblings 

“...in peace and justice Christ brings Shalom.
So when we’re living the ways of Jesus, we are God’s Shalom...”

-From “Song of Shalom”, Elise Eslinger, Upper Room Worship Book, 2006 Upper Room Books

lived our banner’s title as we marched and sang 
songs of freedom, love, resistance and light 
through the streets. Standing on holy ground at an 
intersection blocked by police – between most of 
the counter-protestors and police - our prayerful 
singing presence seemed to serve as a bridge 
– bringing peace into the existing tension and 
frustration-filled space. We became a visible sign 
of compassionate resistance, God’s love incarnate 
and of God’s Shalom.

In the midst of the call, connectedness and 
resoluteness I felt that day, I also felt empowered 
- we were not alone in our marching…I could hear 
the footsteps, the songs, the voices of all who 
have marched throughout generations – I could 
see the dust and smoke from the violence which 
was endured – and could feel the pain and grief 
of lives lost… for justice, equality, and standing 
against racism, white supremacy, anti-Semitism 
and hatred in any form directed at God’s children. 
This holy march continues…step by step…action 
by action…enfolded in prayer and empowered by 
our justice-seeking, Peace-bearing and love-
embracing God, until God’s Shalom and Beloved 
Community are realized for all.

I pray that I/we continue “living the ways of 
Jesus”, becoming God’s Shalom.

“You must be born anew”, says Jesus. It is the 
coming forth again of what is deepest in us. It is the 
rebirthing of God.”  (P. Newell, in The Rebirthing of 
God, Christianity’s Struggle for New Beginnings) 

The Rev. Kay Barckley serves as a Deacon at 
Seattle: University Temple UMC

Becoming God’s Shalom: A Justice Journey

By THE REV. KAY BARCKLEY

Our Response to 
Charlottesville

and Racism

On Charlottesville 
and the Eclipse

By THE REV. RICHENDA
FAIRHURST

“On Many Sides,” 
the insidious 

nature of 
minimizing racism
By KRISTINA GONZALEZ

By JESSE N. LOVE

Read this whole article at 
The PNW News Blog:
bit.ly/charlottesville-

eclipse

Read this whole article at 
The PNW News Blog: 
bit.ly/charlottesville-

sides

Read this whole article at 
The PNW News Blog: 
bit.ly/charlottesville-

tacoma

Tacoma 
Methodists stand 

with victims of 
Charlottesville
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By THE REV. JOEL RODRIGUEZ

ecently we had great 
opportunities to connect with 
our young people, including 
those at-risk. Here are just a 
few moments that illustrate our 

community’s needs and how our ministry 
meets them.

National Night Out
National Night Out is organized by 

the Sunnyside Police Department and 
was held at in Central Park. It was a 
very pleasant event to meet new people 
and families. We distributed invitation 
sheets to our church with an inclusive and 
encouraging message. I had the pleasure 
of meeting two young people who meet in 
the park every Friday and Saturday to play 
volleyball. Alma and Alex are about to start 
their high school studies - but due to the 
lack of opportunities, they are not very sure 
to continue studying. 

It seems to me that it is a perfect 
opportunity to begin a pastoral 
accompaniment with young people. We are 
already organized to meet in the park to 
share. They know many more young people 
that I hope to reach with the help of God. 

Sunnyside United and
our local congregation

We have also participated with the faith 
community at lunches and dinners to learn 
more about each of the members of the 
Sunnyside congregation. They are very 
good people and I look forward to working 
together as much as possible. 

We also closely monitor the non-
governmental organization, Sunnyside 
United, at meetings to plan events that 
help the community to become aware 
of the problems that can generate the 
irresponsible use of substances harmful to 
the body especially in the young.  

 
Joel Rodriguez serves as

associate pastor of Sunnyside UMC.
Special thanks to The Rev. Lyda Pierce

Sunnyside
Church reaches 
young people in
the community

Pastor Joel Rodriguez serves as associate pastor of Sunnyside UMC. Rodriguez is 
working to reach out to the community, including to those participating in Sunnyside 
United, a non-profit that focuses on reducing youth substance abuse, depression, 
suicide, and gang violence.

Pastor Joel Rodriguez’s wife, Aurora, features a bulletin board with a “quiz” that 
helped the congregation learn something about the two of them.

Sunnyside UMC is working with Sunnyside United in bringing awareness of 
substance abuse to the community.
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radition is the cornerstone 
of our church here in the tiny 
town of Coupeville. While we 
strive to improve things; to 
find the most efficient ways 
to communicate with each 

other and get everything done, some 
things are not meant to be tampered with 
or upgraded.

We understand this in Coupeville. Folks 
come here because it is so sleepy, so 
retro, so “unimproved”. We know that our 
annual Strawberry Social, an event that 
has been enjoyed by our community since 
the year 1880, isn’t one of the things that 
need updating.

The 240 pounds of fresh strawberries 
are purchased from a local farm, and 
are processed by volunteers here at the 
church. The scones are made by hand. 
Some years back, we added the options 
of substituting a waffle, ice cream, or a 
gluten-free scone as the base, but other 
than that, we adhere to tradition. The 
strawberries are heaped on, along with 
homemade whipped cream if you’d like it. 
Beverages are included in the $7.00 price.

Folks buy a ticket, have a seat, 
and their treats are delivered to them 
by waiters and waitresses, every one 
of whom is wearing a frilly apron. All 
volunteers wear red, and sometimes 
the “CUMC Strawberry” outfit is donned 

By SUZANNE WALLIS
Additional photo courtesy of JAMAA LETU ORPHANAGES, ET. AL.

Coupeville United Methodist Church 
held a Strawberry Social on July 1, 2017. 
This summer event brought community 

together in support of Jamaa Letu 
Orphanages and Personal Energy 

Transportation tricycles that help provide 
mobility for people in developing countries.

“Yes, Virginia, this is your 
grandmother’s Strawberry Social!”

by a member who hits the street to 
promote our event. There is usually live 
music, performed by members of the 
congregation, friends, or family members.

This is just one way in which our 
church reaches out to help those in need. 
In keeping with tradition, all proceeds of 
the $2100 profit will benefit missionaries 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
and an orphanage in Jamaa Letu. We 
will also be supporting the distribution of 
Personal Energy Transportation (PET) 
Mobility Devices in developing countries. 
These projects– all worlds away from 
strawberries, pink lemonade and ice 
cream - help us to spread God’s love 
through the sharing of our bounty.

The laughter and conversation of over 
400 people filled our Fellowship Hall. 
People returned - as they do year after 
year - for an event that they say reminds 
them of their childhood. This is what we do 
best in our sleepy little town on Whidbey 
Island...we bring people together to 
celebrate in the simplest possible way.

Yes, Virginia, this is your grandmother’s 
Strawberry Social, and it was held here at 
Coupeville United Methodist Church! We 
hope to see you next year! 

Suzanne Wallis serves as the Church Life 
coordinator for Coupeville UMC.

Coupeville’s traditional 
Strawberry Social supports 
Jamaa Letu, PET mobility devices
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ormer residents of the Jamaa 
Letu Orphanages graduated 
recently from universities. This 
brings the total to five graduates. 
These young adults have 

flourished in the academic world and 
now have degrees that have prepared 
them for employment and other adult 
responsibilities.

Last June, Idris Belinga graduated 
from Africa University in Zimbabwe, which 
serves as the flagship United Methodist-
related university in sub-Saharan Africa, 
supported by apportionments. Belinga’s 
education was funded entirely by a 
sponsor from New Jersey. He studied 
management and medical subjects. 
He hopes to find employment in 
administration or as a manager of a clinic 
or hospital in the Congo. His sister Ruth 
lives at Jamaa Letu.

Zango Mungole graduated from 
Katanga Methodist University in 
Mulungwishi. KMU is The United 
Methodist University located about 
two hours from Lubumbashi where 
the orphanages are located. Mungole 
earned a degree in computer network 

Jamaa Letu: former residents graduate, 
embrace career opportunities

engineering. He will be working on a 
Cisco Training Study Certificate in network 
administration while looking for permanent 
employment in his field.

Julie Bakabamba graduated from 
Liberty University, loosely connected 
to similar universities worldwide 
headquartered in South Korea. 
Bakabamba studied Computer Science 
Networking. No word yet on her immediate 
plans. Her sister Nadine, also a former 
Jamaa Letu resident and university 
student, was married on July 29.

Cecile Kalubi graduated a year ago 
from the state university in Lubumbashi 
with a degree in law. Because of the 
political uncertainties in the Congo and 
protectionism attitudes among lawyers, 
the bar exam has not been scheduled. 
She recently had an internship in law. She 
is living with a relative In Lubumbashi.

Claudine ‘Blessing’ Nyota, the first 
college graduate, was married on July 8 
to Dillon Guyo. The JLO Board of Trustees 
filled the role of family. The photos show a 
beautiful and beaming bride, a handsome 
and smiling groom. They are both 
employed full time as teachers at TESOL, 

The English School of Lubumbashi, a 
United Methodist School. She continues 
her work with an agricultural program for a 
village with little recent history of farming 
healthy and profitable food products.

We rejoice with these young people 
who have succeeded in their studies and 
are now looking forward to their next stage 
of life. We have great pride in them! 

Barbara Dadd Shaffer, serves as the chair 
for Jamaa Letu Orphanages, a Ministry of 
the Pacific Northwest Conference and the 

South Congo Conference.

Funds for the support of the university 
students and vocation training students 

comes entirely from The Pacific Northwest 
Conference. Total costs for one year of 

studies for each student is about $4,000 
with 18 students for the 2017-2018 

academic year. Donations toward their 
education may be made through your 

local church or directly to the conference 
treasurer. Mark such donations as 

“Education Scholarships”. 

By BARBARA DADD SHAFFER | Photo courtesy of JAMAA LETU ORPHANAGES

Zango Mungole, Julie Bakabamba, Cecile Kalubi, Claudine ‘Blessing’ Nyota are four of five former residents of Jamaa Letu 
Orphanages who have graduated college and are looking towards the future. Read below on how you can support JLO with your gifts.



had written another article for 
Channels and I thought I was 
done - another check mark off 
my to-do list, until news reports 
started coming in about the alt-
right gathering in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. 

Being in Germany, not only am I 
physically far away from everything, but 
also I am not exactly sure where to turn 
or who to turn to all the way over here. On 
Sunday morning, I needed to hear words 
of lament and a call to stand alongside our 
brothers and sisters against the hatred 
that pervades in our world. I needed to 
hear words of affirmation that the Church 
is committed to doing justice work and 
that bigotry and small-mindedness has no 
place in the kingdom of God. 

But I did not get any of that. 
About a year ago, when I was still 

a Global Mission Fellow-in training in 
Atlanta, Georgia, I remember one of the 
speakers saying, “You will be homesick. 
That is a fact.”

And they were right. I knew they were 
going to be right. More than once I have 
been homesick. But I think sitting there 
on Sunday morning was the first time I 
felt alone. I needed to talk to someone 
about what was happening but no one 
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By YVONNE AGDUYENG

G L O B A L  M I S S I O N  F E L L O W S

knew what happened. 
And so what do I do? I scrolled through 

Facebook and found live feeds from 
communities I have been a part of in 
Washington state and in Washington, DC. 
So I sat in front of my computer and listened 
to sermons and read blogs and was filled 
with overwhelming relief that I was not alone 
in feeling this. Whatever this is. 

I still have way more questions than 
answers – and honestly, more anger than 
compassion. But I find relief in not feeling 
like I am alone in this. I may be all the way 
in Germany but I am glad that I can still find 

solace and comfort in the communities that 
I have been a part of at home. 

I have been in Germany for almost a 
year and I cannot express my appreciation 
for the support I have received from the 
PNW Annual Conference. My work in 
Germany with refugees and migrants has 
not been easy (far from it!) but it has been 
so life-giving. But I always tell myself, 
this is the work that I have been called to 
do, and the PNW Conference has been 
a huge part in guiding and supporting 
me in my ministry. Vielen Dank und 
Aufwidersehen! 

Yvonne Agduyeng is a Global Mission Fellow serving with International and Migrant Ministries in Frankfurt, Germany. If you would like 
to support Agduyeng’s mission work, please send your gifts to the PNW Conference (P.O. Box 13650, Des Moines, WA 98198) with a 
memo “Yvonne Agduyeng, Missionary Support Code: 3022237”. Special thanks to Marilyn Reid.

Yvonne Agduyeng (front row, left) is a Global Mission Fellow from the PNW Conference. 
Agduyeng is pictured accompanying youth to a Methodist event in Germany.

A few of the youth and I gathered to 
hear Chancellor Angela Merkel speak on August 15 where she mentioned that it is more critical now that we learn to work together for the safety and peace of the world.

-Yvonne Agduyeng

Insights



Channels 1058 Insights

ince I was young, I knew that my future 
would involve working to create a more 
equal and just society. At age 11, I joined 
Bishop Carcaño and Jan Love in St. 
Louis to walk for immigrant rights; at 12 I 
gathered my classmates to volunteer our 
time at Northwest Harvest; at 14 I learned 
to organize others to make school kits for 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). I grew up in a United Methodist 

household and I am a third-generation member of the United 
Methodist Women. With this kind of family history, one would 
think that speaking out against injustice would be in my blood. 
But as I got older, my voice did not seem as loud. Entering young 
adulthood brought on shoes that I was uncertain I could fill. I 
soon realized that echoing the words of my mom and grandma at 
UMW events was no longer an option. As a young woman, I was 
unsure of how to stand on my own and speak my own truths. 

My first few years of high school were easy to get through 
by ignoring the issues that continued to brew in our country. 
Burying my head in books, while essential to my success in 
school, gave me an easy excuse to stay uninvolved. However, 
as tensions in the US grew, the problems we faced became 
harder and harder for me to avoid. I couldn’t just ignore the 
news while government officials, those who are supposed to 
represent our beliefs, condemned Americans with xenophobic, 
homophobic and transphobic rhetoric. I couldn’t scroll past 
the Facebook updates about yet another innocent victim of 
horrific police brutality. But even after I became aware of these 
injustices, I still couldn’t find a way to speak out. My voice, 
which I was used to being a shout, had dwindled down to a 
whisper in my head. Ignoring the fire inside me continued to be 
easier than speaking out and making myself vulnerable. 

I think my fear in speaking out was born from a fear of not 
being an expert. Having a voice gave others the ability to 
scrutinize me for what I say, and I was afraid of not knowing 
how to respond. Even now, as I write this, my brain is saying, 
“ABORT! ABORT!”, knowing that there must be a name, a date, 
or a detail that I don’t know. The reality is, there will always be 
something I don’t know. There will always be more to learn, 
but that shouldn’t stop me from speaking out about what I 
know is right: to stop violence that I know is wrong. After the 
events that occurred at the Unite the Right rally-turned-riot in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, I know now that ignoring the problem is 

To do this work, I must start with myself

no longer an option. I know that fear can no longer control my 
voice. This is where I start. 

Racism has no place in this country or in this world. White 
supremacy has no place in the United States, a country built 
on the backs of immigrants. Now is not the time to ignore the 
problem until it “goes away”, as it only gets bigger. Now is the 
time for us, as members of The United Methodist Church, to 
show that we will not sit on the sidelines and allow marginalized 
communities to be discriminated against. Now is the time for 
us to show that love will always conquer hate. I know that to do 
this work, I must start with myself. I must seek ways to educate 
myself on social issues, with sources outside of my social media 
feed. I must find the voices that will not only help me to know, but 
will help me to understand. My fear of speaking out for justice 
may never completely go away, but I will continue to fight that fear 
because I know there are much bigger things at stake. 

Nica Sy is a young person and a member
of Seattle: Beacon UMC.

By NICA SY 

The reality is, there 
will always be 
something I don’t 
know. There will 
always be more 
to learn, but that 
shouldn’t stop me 
from speaking out 
about what I know 
is right: to stop 
violence that I know 
is wrong.

-Nica Sy
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What is your role at PNWUMC?
serve as the Associate Director 
of Strategic Faith Community 
Development which resources current 

and future innovations in ministry. We’ve 
already made great strides in shifting the 
culture from parachute drops to our cohort 
model (Syndeo) that help us learn from 
one another and support each other. My 
job is to make sure our PNW projects are 
well-resourced and supported.

What are some ministerial career 
highlights that are memorable and 
relevant to your work ahead?

Building a campus ministry in 
Ellensburg was hard work and the fact 
that it continues today is a testament 
to the God-sized that the people of that 
community still nurture. Mentoring people 
into seminary and formal ministry is a call 

I believe all ordained persons are invited 
to invest in. Most recently, my work in 
Burien of joining community members 
at the organizing table helped me 
understand communities of color in a new 
way and also interface with the school 
district, city council, and labor unions 
working in the area.

These three highlights, while 
rewarding, have filled my toolbox with 
lessons and effective tools to innovate 
new United Methodist communities.

Who inspires you?
Children. And not in an “I believe 

the children are the future” kind of way, 
but in awe and wonder about human 
development. It really is how I know God 
is real. My toddler niece is learning the 
mechanics of language, fine-tuning her 
motor skills, and picking up on what rituals 

are important and how to elicit a joy-filled 
response from people. How did she know 
what she didn’t know before? I’m filled with 
awe and then gratitude for the Creative 
Source of that knowledge.

How do you fulfill the mission of the 
Church and your own personal mission 
as a minister?

The mission of the church, as I 
understand it, is a collective effort. The 
body of Christ is a collective. God, in 
God’s self, is communal relationship. So 
the best thing I can do is to understand 
my personal mission as it relates to Christ, 
and once I understand that, do my part 
in relationship to the rest of the body of 
Christ. 

Jesus declares his personal mission 
in Luke 4:18 and I gladly declare it as my 
own too. To live empowered by the Spirit 
that is upon me to bring good news to 
the poor, release to the captive, recovery 
of sight to the blind and to declare to all, 
that God’s mercy is here and now; that is 
gospel. And when I live the gospel, and 
others live the gospel, we’ll find ourselves 
closer and closer to the reign of God “on 
earth as it is in heaven.”

Where are your favorite places to focus 
and relax?

Compline service at St. Mark’s on 
Capitol Hill (Seattle) and hiking trails are 
go-to spaces for me to both focus and 
relax. The silence in those places is very 
different yet both hold the space for me to 
remember that all is holy, all is blessed. 
I simply need to return to the loving 
embrace of the Beloved. 

What are your favorite foods?
If it comes from 

a home kitchen, 
I’ll most likely love 
it. The great thing 
about growing up 
and moving around 
is discovering new 
spaces and new 
cuisines. My father’s pancit malabon, 
my grandmother’s fried chicken, and my 
sister’s lumpia, will be always be staples. 
A recent addition is Mexican mole (from 
scratch, of course) and pulled pork will 
make me happy any day. 

The Rev. Shalom Agtarap serves as 
the Associate Director of Strategic Faith 
Community Development in the PNW 
Conference’s Office of Connectional 
Ministries. Photos by Patrick Scriven

and Jesse N. Love

Shalom Agtarap serves as one of the PNW Conference 
office’s new additions…but is definitely a familiar face.

Get to know her and her work here…

Get to know...Shalom!

-Shalom Agtarap

God, in God’s self, is 
communal relationship. 
So the best thing I can 
do is to understand my 
personal mission as it 

relates to Christ, and once 
I understand that, do my 
part in relationship to the 
rest of the body of Christ. 
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By THE REV. ELMER BIGHAM | Photos by PASTOR SCOTT KLEPACH, JR.

esley United Methodist 
Church, 30 some years 
ago, set out an apple 
bin to collect aluminum 
cans for a Boy Scout 

project. That project has long since 
gone away, but the recycling project 
has blossomed into one of the largest 
privately-operated recycling programs in 
the Yakima area.

Wesley UMCs motto is “Serving 
Christ, Community and Creation”. The 
recycling program fulfills all three of those 
segments. The people involved in the 
program are all retired members of the 
church, committed “followers of the way”. 
Most of them admit that if they weren’t 
involved in this program they might just 
be at home watching TV. This project 
keeps them moving, keeps them thinking 
and keeps them in community. This group 
is the core of the ongoing men’s Bible 
study that meets weekly to discuss the 

Older Adults lead the way in recycling!
Elmer Bigham is the driving force behind a very significant community ministry of Wesley United 
Methodist Church in Yakima.  He and other older adults can often be found in the church’s parking 
lot receiving and organizing tons of items that will eventually find their way to recycling centers in the 
Yakima area.  This glimpse of their ministry just might spark readers’ imaginations of what might be 
possible in their own communities.  Elmer is a retired United Methodist pastor and a member of the 
Conference Council on Older Adult Ministries.

coming Sunday’s texts.
The recycling area is open 24/7 for 

people to bring their contributions. We find 
that we have people from Yakima, Selah, 
West Valley and Tieton who contribute 
material. The church is known throughout 
the community as “the recycling church”. 
We receive frequent thanks from people 
for our service to the community. There 
are often six or seven vehicles in the lot as 
people distribute their material. There are 
few recycling places left in operation. The 
waste company got tired of dealing with 
the trash continually left by the bins. That 
is a small problem for us, but community 
support has been a deterrent as frequent 
customers often tell others what they may 
leave and what they can’t.

Finally, creation is served by recycling 
materials rather than putting them 
into a landfill where they will linger for 
generations. In 2016, we recycled over 
700,000 pounds of cardboard, newspaper, 

shredded paper material, aluminum cans, 
tin cans, plastic bottles, milk containers. 
The original apple bin has expanded into 
four trailers and numerous bins to contain 
the other items. Operating the program 
involves an estimated 400 hours of 
volunteer time a month.

As we carry out our work, two images 
stand out for us. The first is the image of 
“Spaceship Earth” that was current twenty 
or thirty years ago. The resources of the 
planet are finite and indiscriminate and 
careless use will at some point result in 
catastrophe. The second image is from 
Genesis where God directs the humans to 
tend the garden. Recycling for us is very 
much tending the garden and doing what 
we can to leave things in better condition 
that when we came.   

Elmer Bigham is a retired pastor and is a 
guest writer for this month’s installment of 

Nurturing Elders and Others.

Yakima: Wesley UMC’s recycling projects help keep members active in the community through exercising creation 
stewardship while answering the need of organizing overflowing trash. (Left) Lou Miley organizes plastics while

(Right) Lou Miley, the Revs. Elmer Bigham and Steve Schroeder organize aluminum cans. 



Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication.
For an updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.

SEPTEMBER 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

3 4
• Labor Day (The 

Conference Office is 
CLOSED.)

5
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

• Seattle Clergy 
Spiritual Day Apart @ 
Bellevue: St. Peter’s 
UMC

6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
• Vancouver District – 

3rd Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament @ 
Orchard Hills Golf & 
Country Club

• Jim Wallis of 
Sojourners in Seattle 
@ Trinity Lutheran 
Church

• Seattle District UMW 
Annual Meeting @ 
Bellevue: St. Peter’s 
UMC

17 18 19 20 21

• Conference Board of 
Global Ministries @ 
PNWUMC

22 23

24 25
• Safety Advocate 

Webinar (via Zoom 
Webinar)

26 27 28 29 30
• Young Adult Half-day 

Retreat (Location 
TBD)

• Weaving Our 
Strengths: For 
Such a Time as 
This @ University 
Congregational UCC 
Church

• Early Response Team 
(ERT) Fall Training @
Marysville UMC

• Living Our United 
Methodist Beliefs @ 
Marysville UMC

• Lazy Daze Older Adult Camp @ Lazy F

• Greater Northwest Area Cabinet (Location TBD)

• Step One 2017 Training Event @ Seattle: First UMC

• Leadership Institute 2017 @ The United Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection (Leawood, Kan.)

• Western Jurisdiction Interethnic Coordinating 
Committee @ PNWUMC

OCTOBER 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
• Seven Rivers District 

Training @ Lazy F

8 9 10 11 12

• Commission on 
Race and Religion @ 
PNWUMC

13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
UM Volunteers in 
Mission Team Leader/
Team Member Training 
@ Pasco: Riverview 
UMC

29 30 31
• Happy Halloween!

1 2 3 4

• PNW Cabinet @ PNWUMC

• Five Day Academy for Spiritual Formation @ Redemptorist Renewal Center

• Youth Leader Training @ Twinlow Camp

• PNW United Methodist Women Executive 
Meeting @ Spokane Valley UMC

• PNW United Methodist Women Annual 
Meeting @ Spokane Valley UMC

• Messy Church USA Conference @ 
Community UMC of Huntington Beach (Calif.)

• The Liturgist’s Gathering
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