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he 144th session of the Pacific 
Northwest Annual Conference 
took place at the Red Lion on 
the River – Jantzen Beach in 

Portland, Ore., June 14-17, 2017. Bishop 
Elaine JW Stanovsky of The Greater 
Northwest Episcopal Area was the 
officiating bishop.

This was the first time in recent 
memory that an annual conference 
session was held outside of the 
conference bounds, though admittedly 
the location in Portland was minutes 
from the border of Washington state. 
The setting was practical as the venue 
was shared with the Oregon-Idaho 
Conference. Significant efforts were 
made throughout the planning, and during 
the actual session, to share resources 
and time between the two conferences 
while allowing for each to do necessary 
business separately. A delegation from the 
Alaska Conference was also present and 
contributed to the shared work of the body.

Significant Messages
Worship was an essential part of 

the conference session and one of the 
elements we were blessed to share with 
Oregon-Idaho. After a welcome from 
Native American tribal members, the 
conference began with an Installation 
Service for Bishop Elaine Stanovsky. 
During the service, the Bishop offered an 
Episcopal Address where she introduced 
the theme of the conference, “Do This 
and You Will Live.” Much of her sermon 
ruminated over the purpose of the Church, 
our calling to be life bringers, and the need 
to forge new ways of being. “We declined 
because we kept doing what we knew how 
to do,” Bishop Stanovsky said. “We lived 
that cycle. Now it’s a new season. We can 
take the treasures from the past with new 
possibilities of the future.”

The Rev. Shalom Agtarap offered the 
message at the Memorial Worship. Her 
sermon, “Rivers of Life” was based on the 
scripture passages of Isaiah 44:1-5 and 

Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky offers attendees of the Installation Service a reminder of their baptism. Photo by the Rev. DJ del Rosario.

The 144th Session of the
Pacific Northwest Annual Conference

By PATRICK SCRIVEN | Additional photos by SOPHIA K.R. AGTARAP, THE REV. DJ DEL 
ROSARIO, JESSE N. LOVE, GREG NELSON, AARON PAZAN, TERI TOBEY, and BILL VOLLMER

Photos: bit.ly/gnwac17-day1 | bit.ly/gnwac17-day2 | bit.ly/gnwac17-day3 | bit.ly/gnwac17-day4
Videos: bit.ly/gnwac17-videos

John 7:37-39. Throughout her message, 
and during the rest of the service, water 
was used as a symbol of life. Agtarap 
asked, “What places do we need to be 
delivered from and ushered into the 
presence of living water? What brings 
heartbreak and sorrow today?” These 
questions and others resonated in a 
context both reflective and socially aware.

The Rev. Shalom Agtarap delivered the 
message at the Memorial Service. Photo by 
Patrick Scriven for The PNW Conference.
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Continue to the next page.

At the Ordination and Commissioning 
Service, the Rev. Jeremy Smith 
delivered a sermon entitled “Can’t Stop 
the Beat” based on Deuteronomy 6:4-
9. His message was often humorous 
- but the light touch was balanced with 
one that took seriously the matter of 
commissioning and ordination; climbing 
was utilized as an overarching metaphor. 
“We lift each other up when we stumble, 
we spur each other on when we succeed,” 
Smith preached. “We push each other so 
that when we fall, we fall forward up the 
mountain together.”

During the final PNW plenary session, 
the Rev. Elizabeth Schindler offered 
a reflection on the installation of The 
Greater Northwest Area’s first female 
bishop. She was moved that her daughter 
“will never wonder whether God could 
possibly call her into ministry, whether 
God could possibly have her do the work 
of mothering and pastoring at the same 
time, whether she could be a “successful” 
leader in the church, even without a 
booming baritone voice.”

Shared Highlights
Shared planning teams led by 

conference lay leaders Nancy Tam Davis 
(PNW) and Jan Nelson (OR-ID) were 
responsible for significant portions of the 
shared schedule including a combined 
Laity Session, Laity Address, and a 
Celebration of Abundance Banquet. 
Throughout each service, vital local 
church ministry and mission opportunities 
held a spotlight.

During shared plenary, a report was 
also heard from conference leaders 
explaining the vision for, and ongoing 
collaboration of, staff work across the area 
including new church starts, revitalization, 
and intercultural competency. Discussion 
and voting on the five constitutional 
amendments also took place together 
while votes were tallied separately.

On the final morning of Conference, 
members were invited to participate in 
workshops on numerous topics as part of a 
Ministry Alive event. Most of the workshops 
focused on resourcing churches to engage 
with their communities in mission and/
or solidarity. It culminated with a public 
witness on the shore of the Columbia River 
behind the hotel.

Offerings and gifts were received 
during the week for the Rebuild efforts in 
Washington State, a new church project in 
Anchorage, Alaska, our ministry with the 
Jamaa Letu Orphanages in the Congo, a 
request to help provide desks for school 
children in the South Congo Episcopal 
Area and to supply UMCOR Health Kits. 
Giving for these items at the Conference 
respectively totaled $31,216.43; $3,701.25; 
$11,379.89; $5,289.95; $584.00.

During PNW Plenary
A petition to reduce the number of 

districts in the PNW from six to five was 
approved. Work will take place over the 
coming months to redraw district lines on 
the west side of Washington State. Also 
affirmed were eight church closures that 
were recognized during the Memorial 
Service. Late breaking petitions affirming 

LGBTQI Clergy and supporting the Western 
Jurisdiction’s College of Bishop’s response 
to the Judicial Council were also affirmed.

Members approved a smaller 
Conference budget than they did in 
2016, reducing it by .96% to $5,275,138. 
Apportionment allocations were also 
reduced for local churches as churches 
collectively honored their commitment 
at 93%, the highest level since the mid 
1970’s. A 1.5% increase in minimum 
salary, changes effecting moving 
allowances, and a number of other grants 
and benefits changes were enacted. A 
five-year plan to honor a directive from 
last year’s Conference to divest from 
fossil fuels was also approved. Visit bit.ly/
gnwac17-pnw-leg-summary.

Awards recognizing Women in Ministry, 
Peace with Justice and work in Campus 
Ministry were among other items allotted 
plenary time. We also commissioned 
leaders for a new branch of Project 
Transformation in Vancouver, Wash.

Conference dates for 2018 were set 
for June 21-24 and the body received 
an invitation, from Tacoma District 
Superintendent Cara Scriven and Lay 
Leader Megan Kilpatrick, to meet in 
Puyallup, Wash.

Some Data Points 
For this report we were asked to 

answer the following question: “Did your 
clergy session approve any openly gay 
candidates for ministry? If so, how many?” 
It is certainly a possibility that our clergy 
session approved one or more “openly 
gay candidates” for ministry just as it’s 
likely that several openly heterosexual 
candidates may have been recommended. 
Given that our Board of Ordained Ministry 
reaffirmed its position to give equal 
consideration to all ministry candidates 
irrespective of sexual orientation and 

The Rev. Jenny Phillips speaks before a 
crowd assembled for the River Witness. 
Photo by OR-ID lay person, Bill Vollmer.

Noriko Lao receives a hug from the Rev. 
Joyce O’Connor-Magee as she receives 
this year’s Ruth Award. 

The Rev. David Valera, PNW Director 
of Connectional Ministries, presenting 
before the PNW Plenary. Photo by Patrick 
Scriven.

The Rev. Jeremy Smith preaching at the 
Service of Commissioning and Ordination. 
Photo by Patrick Scriven for the PNW 
Conference.
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gender identity, this is not data we collect.
During a shared Ordination and Commissioning Service, two individuals from The PNW Conference were ordained as elders and 

admitted to full connection with an average age of 28.5. Nine individuals were commissioned in preparation for the order of elder and 
one into the order of deacon with an average age is 41.3. We recognized the new licenses of 4 local pastors, and the retirement of 16 
pastoral leaders including 13 elders, 1 deacon, and 2 local pastors.

Finally at the Memorial Service, in grief we mourned and with joy we honored 48 saints who have gone on before us as well as ten 
churches from across the two conferences whose ministries will end, yet whose legacies will live on.

Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky stands over those being commissioned as deacons and elders in both PNW and OR-ID Conferences 
during the Ordination Service at Annual Conference. Photo by Greg Nelson, OR-ID Director of Communications. 

Continued from the previous page.

Conference Lay Leaders Jan Nelson (OR-ID) and Nancy 
Tam David (PNW) delivered a shared Laity Address. 
Photo by Patrick Scriven.

• Membership stands at 39,189, down 1,245 from the previous year.
• Worship attendance stands at 17,358, down 603.
• Church school attendance stands at 3,697, up 33.
• Professions or reaffirmations of faith for 2016 stand at 562, down 

from 2015 at 211.
• Baptisms stand at 347, down 51 from the previous year.
• Adults and young adults in small groups for 2016 at 10,820, up 

from 2015 at 331.
• Worshipers engaged in mission for 2016 at 9,086, up from 2015 at 

466. 

Patrick Scriven serves as the Director of Communications &
Young People’s Ministries, The Pacific Northwest Conference.

Coupeville’s traditional 
Strawberry Social supports Jamaa 

Letu, PET mobility devices

PNW Early Response Team’s 
chainsaw unit clears burnt trees 
for homes, creates safety zone

Visit The PNW News Blog
to view these stories!

www.pnwumc.org/news bit.ly/ert-chainsaw bit.ly/coupeville-strawberries
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ometimes people forget that 
the Church is an agent of 
mission,” shares Bishop Mary 
Ann Swenson. “How do we 

overcome challenges in faith (egocentric, 
paternalistic Christianity) to achieve 
mutuality?” Swenson is putting some final 
touches on her plenary presentation inside 
the McConnell Auditorium at Central 
Washington University. 

People are trickling into the cool, air-
conditioned space, escaping the warm, 
summer Ellensburg heat. Attendees 
prepare to learn about missionary 
conferences and finding partnerships 
through mutuality and deep conversation 
(but not necessarily, consensus). 
“Learning through transformation” is the 
approach at Mission u and this year, 
developing and honoring covenant 
relationships with one another and 
creation is the focus.

Mission u was held from July 14-17, 
2017 and with 140 participants. Offered 
this year were several classes related 
to fulfilling covenant relationships. The 
course, “Living as a Covenant Community” 
was offered with three instructors: Janjay 
Innis, the Rev. Neal Christie, and the 
Rev. Dr. Denise Honeycutt. The Rev. 
Pat Watkins instructed a Climate Justice 
course. Amanda Hutchinson and the Rev. 
Christopher Gudger-Raines led sessions 
for youth discussing group dynamics, 
peace, and covenant. 

“…God is a covenant-maker, which 
means that God initiates a covenant 
relationship with us,” shares Janjay Innis, a 
former Global Mission Fellow and currently 
serving a pastoral appointment at John 
Wesley UMC, North Georgia Conference. 
“It’s also an agreement - we have to say 
‘yes’ to with what God is asking of us. We’ll 
be exploring that today and tomorrow and 
make commitments when they leave this 
place – doing the justice work we as people 
of God are called to.”

The Rev. Pat Watkins, retired, served as 
the General Board of Global Ministries as a 
“Missionary for the Care of God’s Creation”. 
Attendees were encouraged to strive for 
climate justice, act on a Biblical foundation, 
and contact government officials urging 
them to seek ways to be a part of solutions 
to preserve God’s creation.

Other highlights from the covenant 
classes included fun projects, role-playing/
skits, and the debut of the 2017 Social 
Principles of The United Methodist Church.

“Being here in the Northwest, I hope 
we can continue to be this: walking on 
the two feet of compassion and justice,” 
shares Bishop Swenson. Leading the 

all-school study, Swenson focused on 
the Alaska, Oklahoma Indian, Red Bird 
Missionary Conferences, as well as the 
Central Jurisdiction and Rio Grande. 
Relationships between these areas 
prompted discussion on the harm inflicted 
on both land and its inhabitants. At 
one point, Swenson made connections 
between the historical treatment of Native 
Americans and her experiences with 
segregation while attending school in 
Jackson, Miss. 

“Anything I can learn that helps me 
become more tolerant of different cultures, 
education, age, any of those things…I 
want to accept them where they are,” 
shares Chanie Christman, a member of 
Spokane: Covenant UMC who responded 
with enthusiasm to Swenson’s plenary 
presentation. “I know in the history of The 
United Methodist Church -- we haven’t had 
that mutuality,” shares Elizabeth Williams 
also of Spokane: Covenant UMC. “There 
is so much we can learn from those in 
other Conferences and mission fields. It’s 
not always about ‘us teaching them’.” 

 “We are jointly-sponsored by 
Conference Global Ministries and 
Conference United Methodist Women,” 
shares Joan Hackett, dean of Mission u. 
“We are trying to be very inclusive and 
encourage men and youth to come…
and we hope to gradually build the 
attendance.” In addressing a younger 
crowd, Bishop Swenson shares, “The 
thing with young people: they will be the 
ones at Annual Conferences and General 
Conferences in upcoming years, making 
decisions about the future.” 

“(What I’ll take back to my church is) 
a greater understanding of what The 
United Methodist Women is doing and the 

different missionary conferences,” shares 
Sara P. Sara is one of several young 
people attending Mission u and served as 
a page at Annual Conference. “The more 
involved you are, the more connected you 
are with the church and the more you feel 
like it’s really ‘yours’. I always love that 
feeling so I love coming to things like this.”

Abby Niehaus is another young person 
who was personally invited to Mission 
u by Joan Hackett. Niehaus discussed 
personal circles with her group: “We had 
the opportunity to create our own circles 
and think about who is in them. We also 
discussed what ‘peace’ means to each of 
us - when you can be with God and when 
you feel God working in you, with you. It’s 
more spiritual than I thought it would be.”

“Most times people come back with 
a renewed sense of hope, something 
positive to work towards, there is always 
a good atmosphere of support,” shares 
Keith Hackett, long-time Mission u leader 
and husband of Joan.

Mission u continues to provide 
opportunities of transformation through 
new relationships, deep discussion, and 
structured learning about the work of The 
United Methodist Church. 

 
If you would like to learn more about 

Mission u, visit www.pnwumw.org. Next 
year, the Rev. Neal Christie will return 
with the mission theme, “What About 
the Money?” Also, Bishop Mary Ann 

Swenson will return to discuss, “Mission 
Conferences with a Difference.” Mission 

u 2018 will be held at Central Washington 
University in Ellensburg on July 13-16.

Special thanks to Deb Avery, Lois Long, 
and James Lohn.

Mission u 2017 nurtures 
covenant relationships

By
JESSE N.
LOVE

For more photos from Mission u, visit bit.ly/photos-missionu2017
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What has inspired 
you to take action 
after Mission u?

“The fact that I 
know so many 
people that are 
in so many of the 
situations that we 
are studying and 
I have the ability 
to help. God has 
called me to help, especially people from 
my own heritage. I know I have those 
skills that they need to either go in the 
next step to become an American citizen 
or to be a legal resident of this country.” 
-Lourdes Tifre, Palabra Viviente UMC

“I am a study leader for Mission u, 
so I’ve had to go back to the Bible 
and see that right in front of me is 
a wealth of knowledge on how to 
engage in justice work. It’s through 
my faith and through something 
that has grounded me and shaped 
me into who I am. God, just out 
of being God, and loving us unconditionally desires a 
relationship with us. For that reason, we are mandated 
to be in relationship with all people. I think this notion of 
covenant, especially as a study leader, has inspired me 
to continue to use my faith as my main tool in the work of 
justice.” -Janjay Innis, John Wesley UMC

“When I get 
together with 
these women, 
and I haven’t 
seen many of 
them for a year, 
it is joyous to see them. They’re 
here, we’re all happy, we’re all 
interested in mission and I just 
relish in the whole weekend.”
Stell Wallace, Ellensburg 
UMC

“The most 
fun I’ve had 
was watching 
a video on 
Appalachia 
with the youth. 
We had a great time and a 
really great discussion looking 
at just how different and how 
similar the region is.”
Amanda Hutchinson, 
Stevenson UMC

“It’s been an 
experience of 
joy to get to 
know others 
that are part 
of the UMC 
in this area and learn about 
the ministries that they’re 
participating in and the justice 
initiatives that they care about.”
Audra Hudson, Tacoma: First 
UMC

“I have learned a lot so far about the history of The United Methodist Church’s 
involvement with Native American tribes and the missionary conferences…the 
ways that the church has been both helpful and harmful to the Native American 
tribes in history gives a lot of perspective on what our future goals should be.”
-Naomi Hanvey, Moses Lake UMC

Ideas & Inspiration

“I think what inspired me is trying to connect my head, my 
heart and my body. We tried some new things with morning 
‘Praisarise’ and it made me realize how important it is that I 
practice my spirituality, physically as well...movements like tai 
chi that not only allow my body to move, but allow me to feel 
and experience scripture in a different way. 
-Lyda Barr, Valley and Mountain UMC. 

ica Sy is a young person who attended Mission u, a cooperative mission experience by the PNW Conference’s 
United Methodist Women and the Conference Board of Global Missions. Sy met with different attendees and 
asked a few questions about their thoughts on this year’s Mission u experience! Special thanks to Hailey Jensen. 

At Mission u, I’ve learned that the image of 
God is in everyone. Therefore, we are one and 
creation is God’s self-realization.”
-Chasity Jones, Seattle: Grace UMC

“A joyous moment was in Bishop Mary Ann’s presentation on Appalachia; to hear her story, her connections to the 
missionary conferences, and have music that came in that just brought it home. I felt that I really connected with the 
culture, like these were some of their roots. Music really gets to the heart of the people and who they really are and 
how they represent themselves, not what people say about them.”
-The Rev. Neal Christie, The General Board of Church and Society

Question Time: Mission u Edition!
By NICA SY

“I’ve learned that depending on where you are, 
it’s “app-uh-lay-sha” or “app-uh-lay-chin” …
there’s a lot of different sayings [to pronounce] 
the area of Appalachia” -Chloe C.

What is one fun 
or joyous moment 

you’ve had at 
Mission u?

“I was really into the class about 
covenant relations. It inspired me 
to do more reading and research 
on it and become closer to God by 
trying to make my own covenant.” 
-Penny Warton, Vancouver 
Heights UMC

What is one new 
thing you’ve learned 

at Mission u?
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The PCT honored and thanked the 
respondent’s victim’s family who were 
instrumental in supporting the restorative, 
healing process. Also recognized 
were King County, community-based 
organizations, faith-based communities, 
youth, and families. A referral for this case 
was made in October 2016 by Jimmy 
Hung, senior deputy prosecuting attorney. 

Home visits by the PCT were made with 
the respondent and their family. Another 
home visit was made with the victim and 
their family. Questions about the process 
were addressed. PCT work continued from 
December 2016 until July 1, 2017.

Five Healing Circles meetings were 
made with the victim, the respondent, 
and their families with each Circle lasting 
3-4 hours. Each Circle promoted healing, 
peace, reconciliation with the respondent, 
the respondent’s family and community 
members who wanted to show support. 

The respondent with parents with King 
County Executive Dow Constantine in 
March 2017.

The respondent’s mother attended a 
3-Day Introductory Peacemaking Circle 
Training from April 26-28, 2017.

One Pre-Sentencing Circle and One 
Sentencing Circle that included the 
presence of the victim’s mother along with 
criminal justice stakeholders; friends and 
family from both parties. One home visit 

and approximately 20-25 hours of check-
ins. The PCT stayed connected with the 
respondent via phone and text over the 
course of 7 months.

The following outline was agreed upon 
in the Sentencing Circle as a conclusion to 
this case:

• Reimbursement to the victim’s 
family for eight of the 12 counseling 
sessions the victim partook in for 
self-care and healing work. Each 
session cost $120 for a total of $960.

• The respondent paid two sessions, 
three sessions paid by the 
respondent’s family, three sessions 
paid from funds provided by the 
community and the Peacemaking 
Coordinating Team.

• The respondent’s father kindly 
agreed to show support to the victim 
and the victim’s mother by offering 
to pay for a trip as an opportunity to 
spend time with each other to rebuild 
their relationship along with having a 
positive experience coming from the 
respondent and his family.

In addition the Peacemaking 
Coordinating Team also recommended the 
following:

nside the King County Juvenile Court’s Youth 
Service Center lobby, a makeshift courtroom 
was made for the sentencing of a youth we 
have been working with. Two rows of chairs 
filled with United Methodist church folks, 
including pastors and lay people alike were 

among over 100 people present for this sentencing.
As the sentencing proceeded, we heard from 

the judge, the prosecution, the defense, the 
Peacemaking Coordinating Team (PCT) and then 
the respondent (person who did harm), and the 
victim’s mother. We were all sniffling by the end of 
it - but not because it was hurtful. We witnessed 
transformation and hope: a genuinely-healed 
person extended their hand to honor the victim 
and to see the victim’s family stand up and say, 
“Do more of this,” produced such tears. There are 
some flaws to work out but that is because we are 
human. And this process is about becoming more 
completely human.

Below is a summarized version of the final 
recommendation* to the court from the PCT’s Safia 
Ahmed and the joy in a complete dismissal of 
charges against the respondent from July 7, 2017. 
(*The names of the young people involved have 
been removed.)

The Rev. Terri Stewart serves as associate pastor of Riverton Park UMC.
Thary Sun Lim is a member of the King County Peacemaking Coordinating Team. 

• As a way to give back and pay it 
forward, 6 months of volunteer work 
with the Peacemaking Coordinating 
Team which included:

1. Attend the Peacemaking Coordinating 
Team meetings once a month

2. Participate and help lead a monthly 
Young Men’s Circle in support of other 
young people who are going through 
similar situations.

3. The respondent, with the support of 
his brothers and parents, has agreed 
to these recommendations as a way 
to heal the harm he has caused to the 
victim, the victim’s family and to the 
community at large.

The Peacemaking Coordinating 
Team expressed gratitude to the victim 
and the victim’s family who graciously 
permitted the respondent and his family 
to participate in the Peacemaking Circle 
process. Their generosity and commitment 
have given space for the healing process 
to begin for both families. Appreciation 
was made to the court, our criminal 
justice partners and the community for the 
continued support of our work. 

Tears and Open Hearts:

By THE REV. TERRI STEWART | Photos by THARY SUN LIM

Peacemaking Coordinating 
Team works to restore lives
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By THE REV. PAUL GRAVES
Painting courtesy of MUSEO NACIONAL DEL PRADO

ne of my favorite Biblical 
stories for decades has 
been The Prodigal Son 
parable. For a variety 
of reasons it appeals 
to me, both viscerally 

and professionally. Early in my 21 years 
of writing a faith-and-values column for 
the Spokesman-Review, I created a few 
columns about a fictitious “Church of the 
Prodigal”. Wish I had served that church!

On July 2, I preached at a neighboring 
church in Sandpoint. Part of their liturgy 
is a prayer of confession. Here is what I 
created for that prayer:

Prayer of Confession for Prodigals 
Everywhere

From far away, O God, you see us 
struggle every day. From far away you 
see us sometimes looking frantically 
for ways to find our ways back to the 
embrace of Your Radical Hospitality. 
From far away, we reach out for that 
embrace, but too often it seems out of 
our reach.

Then, in moments of personal inner-
clarity, we realize that you are not the 
one who is far away! In those moments, 
we experience you as close as your 
breath. You are always there, even when 
we forget to breathe you in and breathe 
you out. For your life-giving breath that 
embraces us without condition, we are, 
even momentarily, so thankful!

I suspect one of primary reasons the 
Prodigal Son story is so primal for many 
people is that he represents the very 
split-soul of human beings. His rebellious 
story may not be acted out literally by 
everyone, but I suspect most everyone 
has had significant urges to be on “my 
own.” Sometimes with Daddy’s money, 
sometimes not so much.

But the Prodigal also yearns for 
something from his father that he never 
recognizes until he looks up from inside the 
pigsty. And until he is firmly in his father’s 
embrace, he never realizes that “something” 
has been available to him all along.

Perhaps that kind of spiritual whiplash 
sounds familiar to you. It certainly has for 
me. I’ve never been in a proverbial pigsty, 
but I’ve had short stays in a doghouse 
on occasion -- most of them of my own 
construction!

Oh, a little background on “Prodigal”: 
it basically means “wasteful”. That’s why 
we think of a wasted life when we refer to 
the “prodigal returns.” It’s like we focus 
so much on the prodigal person that we 

Prodigal
Summer 

Memories

minimize the “return” part of the cliché.
So how has your summer been going? 

Which prodigal experience most resonates 
with you at this point in your life? Do you 
still feel you may be existing away from 
home? Have you had experiences that 
remind you of God’s embrace? That’s 
where I am this summer.

In late May I turned 75 and still try to 
fool myself into a younger age (I do know 
better!). I’m healthy enough to act and 
feel younger, and they always reduce the 
mental stress.

In mid-June, my bride and I celebrated 
50 years together. We had a wonderful 
week with our family to enjoy those 
memories and try to grasp that it actually 
happened. Then just today (as I write this), 
I met a man whose parents have been 
together 67 years! Longevity has its gifts.

Our 51st season together has begun 
with great blessings. And that impacts how 
I tend to see the world around me also. 

Yes, we fuss greatly about the political 
turmoil. 

I grieve strongly about the death of my 
first college roommate - who later was a 
pastoral colleague. I traveled to Wenatchee 
in mid-July for his memorial service. We 
grieve for the loss of other friends and the 
declining health of still others. 

But these experiences are not “pigsty” 
experiences for us! They remind us that 
the memories we have of childhood 
friends we still connect with are quite 
precious. Those friendships will change 
through future deaths, but they are still 
enriching our lives now. Thank you!

We are always met by God, whether 
in the pigsty or on the road home. That 
promise can keep our memories fresh and 
hopeful. If we choose! 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the chair 
of the Conference Council on Older Adult 

Ministries for the PNWUMC.

The prodigal son abandoned: the 
painting represents the prodigal Son, 
who is the protagonist of one of the 
Parables of Jesus Christ, guarding a herd 
of pigs after having wasted his fortune in 
leading a dissipated lifestyle. Learn more 
about this image: bit.ly/2v3pbbY
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Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication.
For an updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.

AUGUST 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8
• Commission on 

Religion and Race @ 
PNWUMC

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

• Spanish Language Intensive: Beginning Plus

• Transforming Ministries 5 (Portland, Ore.)

• Spanish Language Intensive: Intermediate Conversation

SEPTEMBER 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4
• Labor Day (The 

Conference Office is 
CLOSED.)

5
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
• Vancouver District – 

3rd Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament @ 
Orchard Hills Golf & 
Country Club

17 18 19 20 21

• Conference Board of 
Global Ministries @ 
PNWUMC

22 23

24 25
• Safety Advocate 

Webinar (via Zoom 
Webinar)

26 27 28 29 30
• Young Adult Half-day 

Retreat (Location 
TBD)

• Early Response Team 
(ERT) Fall Training @
Marysville UMC

• Lazy Daze Older Adult Camp @ Lazy F

• Greater Northwest Area Cabinet (Location TBD)

• Step One 2017 Training Event @ Seattle: First UMC

• Leadership Institute 2017 @ The United Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection (Leawood, Kan.)

• Western Jurisdiction Interethnic Coordinating 
Committee @ PNWUMC
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      See the Eclipse and 
          Let’s Learn Spanish 

	  
Starting	  after	  the	  eclipse	  
4	  pm	  Monday,	  August	  21	  

through	  4	  pm	  Friday,	  August	  25	  
Intermediate	  Conversation	   	   	  

	  
More	  Information	  at:	  

bit.ly/spanish-‐intermediateconv	   	  
	  

 
                

 
  

 
 

 

Before	  the	  eclipse	  
1	  pm	  Monday,	  August	  14	  
through	  1	  pm	  Friday,	  August	  18	  
Beginning	  Plus	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  
More	  Information	  at:	  
bit.ly/spanish-‐beginningplus	   THE	  TUELL	  CENTER	  


