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Channels 1012 News Now

Social Justice Agency Stands 
with Immigrants, Refugees

PNW UMs bring faith 
values to Olympia

You are not alone at 
Seattle’s Wesley Club!

Commission on
Ethnic Ministries Grants

By THE GENERAL BOARD OF CHURCH AND 
SOCIETY

By THE REV. JENNY PHILLIPS

By THE REV. CHRISTY FISHER

Connecting with stories making headlines
from the UMC into March.

The General Board of Church and Society calls upon all policy 
makers to work for just and compassionate migration policies 
that affirm the worth, dignity, and inherent value and rights of 
all persons regardless of nationality or legal status. (2016 Book 
of Resolutions, #3281 “Welcoming the Migrant to the United 
States”) MORE: bit.ly/stand-with-refugees

More than 400 people of faith, including dozens of United 
Methodists, participated in Faith Action Network’s Interfaith 
Advocacy Day. Governor Jay Inslee welcomed David Valera, 
Jenny Phillips, and two dozen faith leaders from around the 
region to discuss ways to do the work of love and justice in 
Washington. MORE: bit.ly/faith-in-olympia

April ERT 
Spring 
Training
(Flier Download)

Lazy F Camp
& Retreat Center

Registration (April 2-20, closes April 21): 

$45 per person
Includes: ERT Basic, Refresher or Advanced 

classes, two nights accommodations at Lazy F, 
all meals Saturday plus Sunday breakfast and 

training materials. Anyone 18+ years is welcome.

REGISTER NOW!
Early registration (through April 1):

$35 per person

16170 Manastash Road,
Ellensburg, WA 98926

• Have fun in a
 beautiful setting!
• Learn new skills!
• Meet the ERT 

community!

UMCOR 
trained instructors 
will teach ERT Basic, Refresher and 

Advanced ERT classes.  

Friday evening, the Spring Training team will 
offer a full schedule of weekend classes.
Current ERT badge holders and those 

interested in refreshing their ERT badge will 
enjoy rotating through classes including:

• Wildfire Relief
• Safety Officer 

Training

• Spiritual Care
• Muck Out
 Deep Dive

• Hands-On Chainsaw Training

The Basic ERT Training will be all day 
Saturday for those new to the program and 
include Friday night and Sunday classes.
The trainings wrap up by Sunday noon.

Contact Kathy Bryson,
PNWUMC ERT Coordinator to register:

pnwumcert@gmail.com or call (509) 539-2978.

Mark your calendars and contact 
Kathy Bryson for more information! 
MORE: bit.ly/go-to-ert-spring-
training

Wesley Club is a progressive, LGBTQ affirming Campus 
Ministry in the University District neighborhood of Seattle. We 
are working to create space for encounter, dispel isolation, 
and subvert the status quo. We encourage participants 
to engage, ask questions, and develop their own spiritual 
perspective. MORE: bit.ly/wesley-club-is-there

Mission u is Coming!
By JOAN HACKETT
The new elective for Mission u 2017 is “Living as a Covenant 
Community”. The Rev. Neal Christie, Janjay Innis, and 
The Rev. Dr. Denise Honeycutt will help us discover that 
covenantal living calls us to acts of mercy and justice with all. 
Mission u is a joint venture of UMW and Global Ministries. 
MORE: bit.ly/sign-up-for-missionu

CEM announces Two Grant Programs:
• Beyond the Doors, Mission Field Engagement
• New Life, Vital and Growing Ethnic and Linguistic Faith 

Communities

Deadline for Submissions: Received by April 10, 2017
Grant Period: May 2017 to April 2018
MORE: bit.ly/cem-grants

Learning, Listening, Finding Your Voice
The Olympia cluster welcomed Jesse N. Love to help discuss general communications 
and design ideas. Ruth Marston coordinated this meeting focusing on engaging 
generations across multiple communications platforms. Each clergy person shared the 
best tools to craft messages based on technological availability, their individual skillsets, 
and their audiences. Love presented a short lesson based on UMCOM communications 
guidelines with some of his own work with the PNWUMC Conference. 

This meeting was held on Tuesday, February 21 at Olympia: First UMC.
The Rev. Ruth Marston serves as the associate pastor of Olympia: First UMC.
Jesse N. Love serves as the graphic designer & print manager for the PNWUMC.
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olunteers 
build homes, 

providing a safe, 
warm physical 

environment.  
Importantly, they provide 
hope for a community that 
needs so much.  A new home 
gives back hope, helps return 
stability, and the beginnings of 
a brighter future.  

In the middle section 
of The Pacific Northwest 
Conference is Okanogan 
County – beautifully filled with 
canyons, rivers, small towns, 
and open range. The people 
are industrious, self-sufficient, 
stalwart, and ‘good, down to 
earth’ folks.  It’s the beauty of 
the land, plus the less hectic 
lifestyle, that has attracted 
many to move there.  

Much of this changed 
during the summers of 2014 
and 2015 when wildfires raged 
over 1.3 million acres of the 
vast area.  Farmland, forests, 
range land were destroyed. 
Towns were threatened and 
schools were disrupted.  Over 
500 homes were destroyed 
plus barns, cars and trucks.  
Ranchers lost cattle and 
other livestock; consequently, 
livelihoods were severely 
altered.  The emotional impact 
of those horrendous days 
is still very real as people 
struggle to rebuild lives 
and bring stability to their 
communities.  

One survivor, Bill, is 
spending his third winter living 
in a small, fifth-wheel trailer 
with insufficient heating. He 
was alerted to the fire during 
the night and saw a firestorm 
coming. So he grabbed a few 
things, his dogs, and quickly 
fled. He had moved to the area 
to be near his parents and 

There will be music, presentations by Rebuild staff, a special guest musical artist, 
refreshments and, hopefully, auction items. Let’s go help some people!REBUILD

Up From the Ashes

Rebuild: Up From the Ashes | We Need You!

recover from two car accidents 
several years apart that left 
him in constant pain; he found 
work and was beginning the 
recovery process. Then the 
horrific fire wiped him out. He 
has felt overwhelmed at times 
and says, “At times you don’t 
understand.” 

Now, however, there is 
hope. Through the donations of 
money, labor, and materials, he 
can now see the foundation that 
has been poured for his new, 
two-bedroom home. Walls are 
being pre-assembled in Western 
Washington by volunteers and 
will soon be trucked to his site 
for assembling. Bill hopes to be 
in his new home this year – he 
can see his recovery becoming 
reality!

Volunteers are the back-
bone of the rebuilding of these 
homes. Volunteer teams of 
men, women or youth have 
come from across The Pacific 
Northwest Conference as well 
as Oregon, Idaho, California, 
Arizona, and Oklahoma.  The 

cooperation between team 
members is wonderful, the 
Rebuild staff does their utmost 
to help them, and the teams 
know the results of their work 
are appreciated beyond words.  
Would they volunteer again? 
Overwhelmingly, they say, 
“Yes” they would like to return.  
They know they are doing 
important work.

If you can pound a nail; 
wield a paint brush; install 
a kitchen cabinet or hang 
drywall, you are invited to 
become part of the call to go 
where help is needed.  Today, 
the most important thing is 
that homes are built well, and 
as quickly and efficiently as 
possible.  Your help is needed 
today and in the months to 
come.  Thousands of hours of 
volunteer time have already 
been given; however, the job 
is not yet complete for much 
is still to do!  Christ told us to 
help each other, how can we, 
as Christians do any less!

How can you help?  UMVIM 

(United Methodist Volunteers 
in Mission) Teams are needed 
to contribute their skills for 
the Rebuild: Up from the 
Ashes project.  Volunteers 
are needed to help finish the 
homes once the framing is 
complete.  To volunteer your 
time and talents, develop 
a work team or want more 
information, please contact 
Rosalee Mohney, rmohney@
comcast.net or call 206-
870-1456. Your work will be 
appreciated beyond measure.  
Let’s go help someone! 

Hope in the form of a new 
home!  From twisted metal and 
an unusable foundation to a 
move-in ready two-bedroom 
home – all done through the 
dedication of caring volunteers 
like YOU!  Be a blessing to 
someone! 

Rosalee Mohney serves as 
the UMVIM Coordinator for 

Wildfires and Co-Lay Leader 
for the Seattle District. 

By ROSALEE MOHNEY | Photos by JESSE N. LOVE

Rosalee Mohney leads 
a brainstorming session 
during last November’s laity 
immersion trip.

During the trip, attendees explored the Okanogan County 
area to learn how they can help the Rebuild effort.

Seattle District Fund Raiser
Bellevue First UMC | May 6, 2017 | 7:00 p.m.

For more info, contact Rosalee Mohney at rmohney@comcast.net.
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By JESSE N. LOVE

hasity Jones serves 
as a US-2, Global 
Mission Fellow 
for The United 
Methodist Church. 

She is currently assigned to 
Faith Action Network serving 
as an organizer. Inspired 
by mentors Esther Gibotu, 
Sophany Heng, the Rev. Dr. 
Romeo L. del Rosario, and 
others, Jones has channeled 
her faith through the Global 
Mission Fellows program. “We 
hope to stand in solidarity with 
the communities that we have 
been assigned to and engage 
in the community, connect the 
church in mission, and grow in 
personal and social holiness!” 
shares Jones.

During Interfaith Advocacy 
Day, she supported this 
event through setting up and 
breaking down, as well as 
assisting attendees in finding 
their meeting spots. Here, she 
shares some insights in being 
a young missionary intern for 
the Church and for FAN.

What is it about being a 
global mission fellow that 
you enjoy or is a challenge?

I love that advocating for 
justice is my day job and that 
I don’t have to squish it into 
one day a week when I have 
time. I am so blessed to be 
able to enjoy my work and be 
excited to go into the office 
every day. I feel accomplished 
that I am contributing to more 
than my own personal wealth 
or success, but that I can give 
my life in this way. I often times 
miss my family, friends, and 
home. The longer I am away 
I realize that how much I love 
Louisiana and that it is a very 
unique place. I am challenged 
daily by living in a culture that 
is so similar, but so different to 
that of my home.

How has the recent election 
affected how interfaith 
advocacy day was planned, 
in terms of programming 
and legislative content?

Because of the election 
results and the impending 
fight for so many things 

that President Trump has 
promised to remove or 
discontinue, the preparation 
for Interfaith Advocacy Day 
was extremely urgent. I could 
feel that even the advocates 
and volunteers felt this sense 
of urgency. We were able to 
recommend specific issues 
that their representatives have 
influence due to their assigned 
committees. The legislative 
content was tailored to our 
legislative agenda and based 
on the bills that have been 
proposed in the session so far.

What aspects do you enjoy 
or challenge you within Faith 
Action Network?

I enjoy sitting in the front 
row of such a historical time in 
American politics and using my 
skills to organize and mobilize 
people of faith to resist. I also 
enjoy the recognition and 
support of the local United 
Methodist Churches. I am 
challenged by the desire to 
dive more directly into racial 

justice and navigating being 
unapologetically black and 
authentic in a predominantly 
white space/network and 
explore other places in 
Washington State outside of 
the Seattle area.

For younger adults who 
are interested in the Global 
Mission Fellow, US-2 
program, what are your 
recommendations for them?

I would recommend that 
they follow the pull of their 
heart. I meet many young 
adults who pass up on 
opportunities to become a 
Global Mission Fellow because 
their primary concern is 
pleasing their parents, who 
hope for them to become as 
successful as possible as 
quick as possible. Although, 
I understand that, I would 
recommend separating their 
hopes/dreams/goals/desires 
from that of their parents and 
society. Being placed at FAN 
has given me the opportunity 

to develop many skills as well 
as allowed me to see many 
opportunities that have always 
been possible, but that I have 
never been able to see. In 
short, I am the first person in 
my family to do ANYTHING 
like this. I can see that I am 
changing the narrative of 
what life is, what success is, 
and what is possible for my 
younger siblings and cousins. 

Chasity Jones hopes to 
continue her work for social 
justice after serving as a GMF, 
integrating public health and 
racial justice to be in solidarity 
with her community and 
others. 

Also read Jones’ article, “Dear 
Dr. King: I Still Struggle for 

Freedom” at The PNW News 
Blog: bit.ly/mlk-struggle-

freedom

Jesse N. Love serves as 
graphic designer & print 

manager for the PNWUMC.

Chasity at Interfaith Advocacy Day

G L O B A L  M I S S I O N  F E L L O W S 

Chasity Jones, a global mission fellow, assists Audra Hudson (another GMF, serving at 
Tacoma Community House) at Faith Action Network’s Interfaith Advocacy Day early February.

View more photos: bit.ly/interfaith-advocacy-2017
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eople of faith are in a powerful 
partnership with God. The 
prophet Isaiah tells us that 
God will have our back if we 

boldly intervene where people suffer.
Isaiah recognized that the world needs 

strong correction and that people are 
often weak in the face of the challenge. 
He described that in the face of trouble, 
the people bow down and lie in mourning, 
rather than standing up and resisting 
what’s wrong. Isaiah chides them and 
calls them forth, asking, is not the fast I 
choose to loose the bonds of injustice…to 
let the oppressed go free?

The great teachers and leaders of 
the Bible model spiritual practices of 
prayer and fasting and they also lead 
us into action: share your bread, bring 
the homeless into your house, cover the 
naked! If you do these things, then your 
light shall break forth like the dawn and 
your healing shall spring up, you shall 
cry for help and the Lord will say, “Here 
I am.” Isaiah describes a partnership 
between God and the people. God will 
do God’s part if we do ours. In times of 
injustice, our part is to offer mercy to 
people who are suffering, and to cry out 
for relief from oppression.

Mercy leads to justice. If we are kind, 
generous, and compassionate, sharing 
what we have, tending the needs of those 
around us, then God will hear our prayers, 
make our bones strong and water our 
parched places.

Mercy leads churches near universities 
to prepare to provide safe space for 
students whose presence in this country 
may be threatened by new travel bans and 

 

To the People of the Western 
Jurisdiction of The United 

Methodist Church, and to the ends 
of the earth, fulfilling our charge 

to “To guard, transmit, teach, and 
proclaim…the apostolic faith as 
it is expressed in Scripture and 

tradition, and…to interpret that faith 
evangelically and prophetically” 

(BOD, 2016, ¶ 414.3), the bishops 
in the Western Jurisdiction will 

offer messages of faith each week 
of Lent, with the prayer that God 
will strengthen the Church for its 
mission of making disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.

immigration enforcement. Mercy leads 
Christian women to wear headscarves 
in solidarity with Muslim women who are 
persecuted for doing so. Mercy leads 
Japanese Americans to remember their 
internment during World War II and to 
support Muslims, who are targeted with 
persecution and exclusion.

If you feel defeated at this time in 
our nation’s history, get up! ACT YOUR 
FAITH! Help somebody. Listen to people 
you don’t agree with. Meet a Muslim or 
a Jew or an undocumented immigrant. 
Wear a headscarf. If you enter the pain 
of others, and cry out to God for help, 
God will answer and you shall be called 
the repairer of the breach, the restorer of 
streets to live in. 

Prayer: God, show us our neighbors 
who live in fear: children whose water 
is poison; people whose jobs have 
moved oversees, whose health care is 
in jeopardy; young people exploited as 
sex slaves, undocumented immigrant 
neighbors. Make our bones strong to 
stand for justice until your Kingdom 
comes. Amen. 

 
Elaine JW Stanovsky serves as the bishop 

of the Greater Northwest Area (Alaska, 
Oregon-Idaho, and Pacific Northwest 

Conferences).

View this: bit.ly/mercy-leads

Read Isaiah 58: 5-12

By BISHOP ELAINE JW STANOVSKY
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t is Thursday. Folks have been busy 
moving from room to room, picking 
up supplies, chatting with one 
another and disappearing down the 
hall to prepare for the students who 
will be coming. In the kitchen, the 

cooks are preparing after-school snacks 
and beginning to put together the dinner 
that will be served later.

Just before school gets out, the tutors 
leave the building and head up the hill 
to Crown Hill Elementary School. The 
dismissal bell rings and the tutors and 
students greet one another and together 
they begin their walk to the Bremerton 
United Methodist Church where the “after 
school” tutoring will take place. Since it 
is a one-on-one program, the tutors are 
able to sense what kind of a day it has 
been for their student.

The snack time allows them to unwind 
from the day and relax a bit. Conversation 
is easy because of the relationship that 
has been established. Students can 
browse the books that are age-level 
appropriate. They can look for ones that 
fit their interest and take them home to 
read or begin to read them if there is no 
homework. Then it is time to get down 
to the business of “homework.” The 
tutors know what particular issues are 
important for the students because of 
communication with the teachers and staff 
at Crown Hill. Some work on their reading 
skills. Others practice their subtractions. 
The tutors create worksheets and fun 

activities to practice such a variety of 
skills. Some days seem more productive 
than others; but isn’t that the way that it is 
for all of us?

Dinner time provides a “kid friendly” 
meal for the whole family – mothers, 
fathers, brothers, sisters and extended 
family. It is a time of informal celebration 
and developing relationships with folks 
in the neighborhood. When the families 
leave, the church tutoring group talk with 
one another as they do the cleanup and 
look forward to the next week.

How did it happen? About eight years 
ago, the leadership of Bremerton UMC 
began asking what the needs were in the 
neighborhood. Pastor Marta Schellberg 
and Martha Alexander walked up to the 
Crown Hill Elementary School to talk 
with the Principal to get her take on the 
neighborhood. They came away with an 
understanding that some of the students 
needed more help with their schooling that 
was available at home.

Then the church began a time of 
discernment. Conversations began to focus 

on what we could do for these neighbor 
children – after all, we share a common 
property line with the school. Soon there 
was a volunteer group formed that was 
led by Joanie Hento. A plan of action 
developed. While the church provides the 
tutors, the students are recommended by 
the faculty of Crown Hill. Before the church 
knew it, a ministry was born.

The tutors are an amazing group of 
people. While there are a couple of retired 
teachers, an accountant, an engineer, a 
nurse, and business people who dedicate 
time and energy to make a difference 
across the generations – from recent 
college graduated to octogenarians. 

It is amazing what happens when the 
church reaches out. Bremerton UMC 
has received grants from Kitsap Strong, 
the Westside Improvement Club and 
the Willow Foundation. Kitsap Strong 
is a county effort to help families and to 
coordinate county agencies to develop 
resiliency strategies for those in crisis.

The tutoring idea has taken root in the 
Port Orchard UMC with mid high/junior 
high students. Each program is developed 
by the needs that are discerned and the 
abilities and skills of the volunteers that 
are making a difference in the name 
of Christ. All it takes is a bit of love in 
action and the conviction that we can 
make a difference if we share across the 
generations.  

By THE REV. AL AOSVED | Photo courtesy of WIKIPEDIA
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MARCH 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 1 2

• Multiplying Ministries 
@ PNWUMC

3

• Connectional Table @ 
PNWUMC

4
• Board of Pensions @ 

PNWUMC
• Exploring New Ways 

of Walking With One 
Another in Uncertain 
Times @ Moses Lake 
UMC

5
• Threshold Event: Meet 

Bishop Stanovsky @ 
Edmonds UMC (See 
pnwumc.org/calendar 
for more dates)

6 7

• Board of 
Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

8

• Annual Conference 
Session Planning 
Meeting @ PNWUMC

• Safety Advocate 
Webinar @ PNWUMC

9 10 11

• Threshold Event: Meet 
Bishop Stanovsky @ 
Meridian UMC (See 
pnwumc.org/calendar 
for more dates)

12 13 14 15
• Puget Sound Clergy 

Day Apart @ Camp 
Killoqua

16
• Council on Finance 

and Administration @ 
PNWUMC

17 18

19 20 21 22 23

• Global Ministries @ 
PNWUMC

24 25
• Vancouver All 

District Clergy and 
Lay Learning Event: 
Compassionate 
Spirituality @ Kelso 
UMC

• Conference 
Council on Young 
Adult Ministries @ 
PNWUMC

26 27 28
• Rules Committee @ 

PNWUMC

29 30 31

• Board of Trustees @ 
PNWUMC

1

• Northwest Leadership Institute @ Cathedral 
of the Rockies

• Shakin’ and Bakin’ the WJ Way @ 
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Ontario Airport 
(CA)

• Seattle United Methodist Youth Retreat @ 
Camp Indianola 

• Planter Interviews @ PNWUMC• Seattle United 
Methodist Youth 
Retreat @ Camp 
Indianola 

• Shakin’ and Bakin’ the WJ Way @ 
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Ontario Airport 
(CA)

• Greater NW Area Cabinet @ PNWUMC

• Board of Ordained Ministry Interviews @ Dumas Bay Center

• PNW United Methodist Women Executive 
Meeting @ Lazy F

• PNW United Methodist Women Spiritual 
Retreat @ Lazy F

• The Call Young Adult Retreat @ Lazy F

• CCOYM Meeting @ Simpson UMC

APRIL 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2 3 4
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

5 6 7 8
• Joint PNW & OR-ID 

Extension Ministers 
Gathering @ 
Vancouver: First UMC

• Threshold Event: Meet 
Bishop Stanovsky @ 
Moses Lake UMC

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

• AC 2017 Session 
Planning Meeting

21 22

23 24
• Vancouver – District 

Committee on 
Ministry @ PNWUMC

25 26 27
• Seattle District 

Committee on 
Ministry @ PNWUMC

28 29

• CLM – Cycle 
B – Sacramental 
Theology and 
Worship (Eastside) @ 
PNWUMC

• Lay Servant Ministries 
Training – Leading 
Public Prayer @ 
Renton: First UMC

• Inland District 
Gathering @ Audubon 
Park UMC

30 1 2 3 4 5 6

• PNW United Methodist Women Spiritual 
Retreat @ Lazy F

• PNW United 
Methodist Women 
Spiritual Retreat @ 
Lazy F

• The Call Young Adult Retreat @ Lazy F

• The Call Young 
Adult Retreat @ 
Lazy F

• CCOYM Meeting @ Simpson UMC

• Early Response Team (ERT) Spring 
Training @ Lazy F

• CCOYM Meeting 
@ Simpson UMC

• Early Response 
Team (ERT) Spring 
Training @ Lazy F

• Greater Northwest Area Cabinet @ OR-ID Conference Office

The Call Young Adult Retreat: In what ways does God call you to serve in the world? What 

are your gifts and how can you use these in service to others? This weekend workshop in 

spiritual exploration is for adults ages 18-35. We’ll learn new things about ourselves and we 

discover tools for hearing God in new ways. March 31 @ 6:00 pm – April 2 @ 1:00 pm | $100 

Organizers: Juli Reinholz and Paul Bland | Register now: bit.ly/registration-camping
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Oregon-Idaho & Pacific Northwest

Annual Conference
Session

In 2017, the Oregon-Idaho and Pacific Northwest Conferences of 
The United Methodist Church will meet together in a shared annual conference session.

Red Lion on the River – Jantzen Beach
909 N Hayden Island Dr, Portland, OR 97217June 14-17, 2017


