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White House Discusses
Ebola with Faith Groups

By Linda Unger
Photos courtesy of whitehoUSe.gov, amy Pazan

President Obama talks with health care workers about their efforts to stop
the Ebola outbreak in West Africa, October 29, 2014.  Photo courtesy of whitehouse.gov.

nited Methodist General Board of Global Ministries 
head, Thomas Kemper, attended an intimate meet-
ing of representatives of faith-based organizations 
with senior White House staff in Washington yester-
day to discuss response to the Ebola epidemic that 
is pounding West Africa.

Kemper and delegates of 15 faith-based organiza-
tions that are working with local networks to confront 
the disease—including the Salvation Army, Islamic Re-
lief and World Vision—met in the Roosevelt Room with 
President Barack Obama’s Ebola-response coordina-
tor, Ron Klain, and other senior officials.

The president afterward greeted the faith leaders in 
an event in the East Room in which he presented and 
praised U.S.  medical workers and others who recently 
served or soon will serve with local health workers and 
authorities in West Africa to bring the Ebola epidemic 
under control and end its spread.

Continue to Kemper, next page

America has never been 
defined by fear.  We are 
defined by courage and 
passion and hope and 

selflessness and sacrifice…, 
and ordinary Americans who 
risk their own safety to help 

those in need… all in the 
constant pursuit of building 

a better world...

President Obama
addressing a meeting of faith-based 

organizations on the challenges
of stigma in fighting the Ebola virus.
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haLt oUtbreak at itS SoUrCe
The current outbreak has produced 13,703 cases and 4,922 deaths, according to 

the World Health Organization (WHO).  Most heavily impacted are Liberia, Sierra Leone 
and Guinea; Nigeria and Senegal successfully isolated and defeated the disease and 
recently were declared “Ebola-free.”

In his remarks to the health professionals and faith leaders, President Obama 
stressed that the threat of Ebola cannot be erased “until we stop the outbreak at its 
source.”

In the meeting with Klain, Kemper offered the United Methodist experience in 
West Africa, where Global Ministries, through its United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) and Global Health units, is working closely with United Methodist 
annual conference health boards and hospitals.

“We need to link efforts to fight Ebola with efforts to strengthen local health systems,” 
he said.  “We can only fight Ebola and support local efforts to protect all aspects of 
people’s health if we work together to strengthen the existing health systems.”

Kemper also underscored the contribution of Christian and Muslim leaders in Sierra 
Leone to containing the disease.  Led by United Methodist Bishop John K. Yambasu, 
they have agreed to dedicate at least 15 minutes of their Friday and Sunday sermons 
to raising awareness among their congregants about Ebola.

“Religious leaders in West Africa are trusted in their communities and their words 
have weight,” he told the gathering.  “They are a crucial resource for Ebola education 
and can be enlisted to help fight the stigma often associated with both Ebola patients 
and the health workers who tend to them.”

Fighting Stigma
When Ebola cases were identified in the United States, stigma and fear soon 

followed.  Kemper, in remarks after the meeting, called on United Methodists to 
extend hospitality to those who accompany the sick, including itinerating missionaries 
who serve in West Africa.

“We United Methodists are all about ‘open hearts, open minds and open doors,’ 
including—especially—at such a time as this,” he said, “when we are called to offer 
compassion to our sisters and brothers who are suffering, and support to those who 
walk with them.”

At the White House 
meeting, President Obama 
was adamant that stigma 
and fear have no place 
when health workers and 
others are putting their 
lives on the line to serve 
the afflicted and ensure 
the safety of all by seeking 
to contain the spread of 
disease.

“America has never 
been defined by fear,” he 
said.  “We are defined by 
courage and passion and 
hope and selflessness 
and sacrifice…, and ordi-
nary Americans who risk 
their own safety to help 
those in need… all in the 
constant pursuit of building 
a better world...” 

News Now

n October 24, many of us 
were met with news of yet an-
other shooting at a school; a 
place that should be both safe 
and dedicated to learning.

Jaylen Fryberg, a freshman at Marys-
ville-Pilchuck High School, 45 minutes 
north of Seattle, killed three, and injured 
four others, before ending his own life.

It is truly a terrible thing to feel such aw-
ful familiarity with these acts of violence.

Subsequently, while prayer is a neces-
sary part of our response, I hope you can 
appreciate my growing conviction that our 
prayers must be coupled with our faithful 
actions as well.

So I will ask you, dear brothers and sis-
ters, to hold the families, and this commu-
nity that is wrestling with both grief and fear, 
in your prayers.

But I would also request that you con-
sider what you might be able to do beyond 
the important words of comfort and support 
that we offer.

In the days ahead, I pray that we will re-
main vigilant, ever attentive, and aware of 
any opportunity to make our communities 
safe, filled with sincere love and respect for 
one another.

Be the Hope.

Bishop Grant Hagiya serves as the 
Resident episcopal leader of the new 

“Greater Northwest Area” (Encompassing 
the Alaska, Oregon-Idaho and Pacific 

Northwest Conferences).  He has 
served the Pacific Northwest and Alaska 

Conferences since 2008 and
The Oregon-Idaho Conference since 2012.

 

By biShoP grant hagiya

Mission Fair • Banquet • Worship
Program with Bishop Hope Morgan Ward

n October 2012, Thomas Kemper secretary of 
Global Ministries visited Salmon Creek UMC and 
spoke to many about the current state of missions.  

Because of this event’s success, many requested a 
follow-up event…this is it! 

Next year, Bishop Hope Morgan Ward of The North 
Carolina Annual Conference will visit the four corners of 
the Pacific Northwest in April 2015.  Ward is the President 
of the Board of Global Ministries and will share her unique 
perspective on the state of UMC mission in the world.

She is also an inspiring speaker with stories as Bish-
op of Mississippi during and after Hurricane Katrina.

Each location will feature similar programming.  
Contact local church or UMW or District Secretary of 
Global Ministries.  You can also e-mail Joan Hackett at 
revkeithjoan@hotmail.com or 360-696-1615.  

tickets $8 each location
Purchase tickets • bit.ly/tickets-fcmc

By Joan haCkett

SUN
April 12

bothell UmC
4:30 pm Mission Fair

5:00 Banquet 
Worship and Program

Spokane valley UmC
5:00 pm Mission Fair

6:30 Banquet
Worship and Program

THUrS
April 9

Salmon Creek UmC
4:30 pm Mission Fair 

6:00 Banquet 
Worship and Program

SAT
April 11

yakima wesley UmC
5:00 Mission Fair

6:30 Banquet
Worship and Program

Fri
April 10

Read more about how Global Ministries, through UMCOR and Global Health,
is supporting local efforts to contain Ebola and how you can help.

*Linda Unger is senior writer for the General Board of Global Ministries.

KEMPER: “...we are called to offer compassion...”
Continued from the previous page

Thomas Kemper serves as the general secretary
of The General Board of Global Ministries.  

be sure to enter your e-mail address at the bottom of the blog to subscribe!
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By brant henShaw, et. aL.

love living in a place with distinct seasons.  While 
many people may think the Pacific Northwest is only 
the land of rain, those of us who make our homes 
here know what a special part of God’s creation this 
area is – even with our many rain-soaked days, fre-
quent (although not always noticeable) earthquakes 
and occasional mudslides. 

Autumn is certainly one of the best times of year 
as the tree leaves change from verdant green to bur-
nished hues of yellow, brown and red before falling 
to the ground leaving naked branches that stand out 
against the blue and gray skies.  Crisp and foggy 
mornings give way to warm, sunny afternoons. Breez-
es change from warm and comforting to bracing and 
cold.  The bare Olympic Mountains become snowy 
peaks again and the lake and bay waters glisten with 
sparkling rays of sunshine or frothy whitecaps on 
windier days.  The transitions are amazing and the 
circle of change is never-ending. 

This year it is not only the weather that is changing for me, but also 
a number of aspects of my personal life.  My daughter has graduated 
from high school and moved away (albeit not too far) to college and 
I find myself in the perfect setting to make personal and professional 
changes.  I am excited to be moving on to a new position in marketing 
and sales management with a faith-based retirement community.  As 
I reflect on the past 5 years serving the Greater Northwest Episcopal 
Area, I am pleased to have developed such good friendships with clergy 
and laity throughout our four annual conferences.  I will miss talking and 
emailing all of you and seeing those of you who attend the PNW and 
Oregon-Idaho Annual Conferences.  Thank you all for your support of 
the Regional Media Center. 

This is the last On the Shelf installment you will receive from me, 
however, ian mcknight (Interim Regional Media Center Manager)  is 
already working hard to provide excellent service for RMC members.  If 
you need to request a resource from the Regional Media Center, please 
contact Ian at imcknight@pnwumc.org, 206-870-6813.

I won’t say “goodbye” as you may see me around the Conference and 
at district and local church events.  Rather I’ll close with Aaron’s bless-
ing, which I remember as the benediction from my days in youth group:

May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face to 
shine upon you and be gracious unto you, may the Lord lift up his coun-
tenance upon you and give you peace.”  (Numbers 6: 24-26) 

Johanson served as the
Regional Media Center Manager for 5 years,
distributing video and periodical resources
from headquarters in Des Moines, Wash.  

Thank you for your patience as we transition to new leadership. If you have any questions or concerns, you may also contact
Patrick Scriven, Director of Communications & Young People’s Ministries, at pscriven@pnwumc.org | 206.304.9284.

By eLLen JohanSon

From kathy
As I reflect on my journey around the Globe, the theme “trusting in the path and the abilities that 

God provides” comes to light.  
I grew up in Denver, Colo.  After college, I wanted to see the world so I moved to the East Coast and 

entered graduate school.  I discovered a love of cultures and studied in Poland for a semester.  After 
earning my Master’s degree in Nonprofit Management I entered into the Peace Corps and served in 
the Kingdom of Tonga in the South Pacific from ’99 to ’01.  

While there, I gained an appreciation for community life and I met my husband, Sione.  While I was 
in the Peace Corps, we married in a traditional Tongan wedding ceremony.  We moved to the States 
in ’01 and settled in Southeast Colorado where we lived there for 11 years.  

While there, I served the First United Methodist Church of Las Animas as Treasurer and started 
a consulting business writing and administering grants for local non-profits and local governments.  I 
enjoyed being involved in a variety of projects and discerning how to accomplish the goals in a way 

that best served the community and client.  Our two children were born there and I am thankful that their first experience of the world was 
in a small community surrounded by friends and familiar faces.  

We visited Seattle a couple of years ago and I remember my husband and I looking at each other during a harbor cruise and saying 
that this is where we would like to call ‘home’.  God closed windows and opened doors for us to move to Seattle in February this year.  
Neither my husband nor I had a job or family (that we knew at the time) here – but we knew that Seattle was the right place for us and 
that God would take care of us.  And HE has! 

We have joined the First Tongan United Methodist Church (Seattle, Wash.) and have discovered family that Sione had never met.  I 
was looking to join an organization and be a part of a larger mission.  I believe that God put me on the path to discover the District Service 
Center while I was helping my congregation with a GCORR grant and connected with several of the District Center staff while putting the 
pieces of the grant together.  I was impressed with their attitude of service with integrity and jumped at the chance to apply for the position 
when it was posted.  I am blessed to be able to work with the diverse congregations in the PNW Conference. 

s the District Service Center wrapped up its first year of existence, it has gone through a few changes due to 
wonderful opportunities presenting themselves to staff.  With Skylar Bihl and Jonathan Assink moving on to new 
vocational adventures, we are pleased to welcome Kathy Finau and Marie Kuch-Stanovsky!

Kathy joined the team in late August and Marie has joined in late September.  They are settling in to their 
roles very nicely and look forward to working with local churches.  Kathy will be the primary contact for Seven 
Rivers and Tacoma districts while Marie will care for Vancouver and Seattle districts.  

Brant Henshaw serves as the treasurer and director of Administrative Services for the PNWUMC.

From marie
I recently joined the District Service Center after a wonderful whirlwind year of change in her life.  

I moved to Massachusetts last fall to complete my Bachelor of Liberal Arts degree with a focus on 
religion, graduating in May 2014.  

I got married at the beginning of this month and am now settling into a new home in Green Lake 
with my husband, Walker.  I am a life-long United Methodist, and participated in the life of the church 
in a variety of ways, including camping ministries, annual conference worship team, and as a 2012 
General Conference delegate.  

I am very excited to see familiar faces and to make new connections in this role at the District 
Service Center.  
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Many in the faith community shared why marching for I-594 is vital for our communities in Washington State:

This event was supported by the Washington Alliance for Gun Responsibility (WAGR), Faith Action Network,
The Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle, and The Church Council of Greater Seattle.

Jesse N. Love serves as graphic designer & print manager for the PNWUMC.

Patty bowman
Director of Social Outreach, St. James Cathedral

Prayers for peace and justice in our lives and world: for victims at SPU, Café Racer, Lakewood, 
Tucson, Virginia Tech, Newtown, and for all gun violence that does not make headlines.

Prayers for family and friends who have lost loved ones from gun violence, for peace and solace 
of God; for communities terrorized by violence, for elderly imprisoned in their homes; for youth on the 
street children who are victims – they know peace in their lives.

Prayers for those who commit acts of violence so they know God’s forgiveness. 

the rev. Sandy brown
Retired United Methodist clergy person.  (Brown also is the President of 
the Center for Gun Responsibility, an originator of I-594, and candidate for 
Seattle City Council.)

The march capped nearly two years of work by the interfaith community to improve gun laws in our 
state.  It shows that people of faith can work together to make a big difference in our community.  This 
is probably the longest and most successful effort by the faith community since the 1960’s to bring 
positive change.

It was a true joy to watch Cheryl Stumbo submit her ballot as part of the march.  We sent an impor-
tant message on behalf of the faith community and the community of gun violence survivors that we 
are united to reduce gun violence in Washington State.

the rev. Sharon moe
Pastor, Seattle: First United Methodist Church

Though it was not a large rally and march (250-300 in attendance), the walk from Temple De Hirsch 
Sinai, stopping at First Baptist Church, to St. JamesCathedral, to Plymouth Congregational, and end-
ing at the King County Administration Building, demonstrated passionate commitment to finding ways 
to reduce gun violence.

Marchers from many faith traditions joined together to make a statement that we need to work to-
gether to require universal background checks for purchasers or borrowers of firearms.  Walkers were 
in high spirits and grateful for the opportunity to make a public statement in favor of I 594.  NOT 591!

the rev. Patricia Simpson
Seattle District Superintendent, Pacific Northwest Conference

It is heartening to see people of faith coming together in support of this initiative – visibly at the 
march, but also in steady work to get out the vote.  As Rabbi Daniel Weiner (Temple De Hirsch Sinai) 
said, we all share a commitment to mending the world where it is torn by violence.

gretchen brown
Global Mission Fellow, organizing intern for Faith Action Network

The I-594 Faith March was an example of people of all faiths coming together to work towards 
justice and safety in our world.  It was a truly inspirational moment of transcending differences to take 
one more step in trying to end gun violence in our state.

Continued from the previous page

n Sunday, October 19 the ecumenical community of 
the Seattle Area marched for I-594.  This initiative will 
work to have background checks applied to all sales of 
firearms with ‘specific exceptions’.  Participants brought 

their ballots to deliver at their final stop, the King County Adminis-
tration building.

Members of The United Methodist Church along with brothers, 
sisters, and children of many faiths marched in solidarity to reduce 
violence and fatalities from firearms.

(Above) Attendees of the march for I-594 deposit their ballots in 
a ballot box at the King County Administrative Building.  (Left) A 

supporter for I-594 marches from Seattle’s First Hill neighborhood 
to downtown.  Many were singing hymns and greeting supporters 

(and some opposition) on the streets.

Faith communities march for 
background checks, gun safety

By JeSSe n. Love

Gretchen Brown, a Global Mission Fellow serving at Faith Action Network as an organizing intern leads the march with others from FAN.  
The March for I-594 brought together many faith communities from the Seattle Area in support of background checks for firearm sales.  

News Now
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n October 9, 2014, folks gathered at Queen Anne Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Seattle to hear the incompara-
ble, truth-telling activist and educator, Dr. Cornel West.  
West visited Seattle to promote his book, “Black Pro-

phetic Fire”.  This was his third visit to Queen Anne UMC as a guest 
speaker of The Well – the Church’s guest speaker series.  

The Rev. Katie Ladd sees The Well as a way to continue on-
going dialog for action in the community, “I consider what we are 
doing as church.  There is a liturgy at play, here.  We are doing the 
work of the people to move ourselves to a new and better place.”

By JeSSe n. Love

By PaStorS aLex & SaLLy Perez

West revisits a Seattle church to speak 
about “Black Phophetic Fire” during a 
lunch event with 120 attendees including 
the local community and Methodist clergy.

Global Mission Fellows helped support 
this event and share their perspective on 
how West’s talk has an impact on their 

work in the Tacoma community.

Continue to the next page

e at God’s New 
Generation held 

a Back to School 
Bash & Family Car 

Show Outreach event last Au-
gust at Highland Park in Pasco, 
Wash.  There were approxi-
mately 600 people who showed 
up to the event.  We celebrated 
with a BBQ - offering free hot 
dogs, back to school supplies, 
clothes, books, summer toys for 
children, and raffles to local res-
taurants.  We also had an out-
door concert with several local 
Christian artists, worship teams, 
with some driving from as far as 
Phoenix, Ariz. to perform at the 
event.  Several car club mem-
bers even brought their cars for 
the family car show viewing.  

It was a great blessing to 
our congregation leaders and 
volunteers because they were 
able to give of themselves to 
make it all happen! Our leader-
ship prayed for people in need, 
which was amazing.  They had 
the opportunity to minister to 
our community - fulfilling physi-
cal needs through a delicious 
meal while meeting the spiritual 
needs through listening and 

For more information on God’s New Generation, visit godsnewgeneration.com.

The husband & wife team of
Alex and Sally Perez share how 

their post-summer
Back to School Bash was more 

than a community gathering.
It was an opportunity for 

ministerial outreach to people 
in real need…not just inside the 

four walls of church.
prayer.  It’s exciting when lead-
ership and volunteers are em-
powered to show who we are 
as a church in these ways.

This event really brought 
together multiple generations 
of leaders and volunteers in 
our church.  They all worked 
together towards one common 
goal, to reach out for Jesus.  
They even brought friends 
who didn’t attend the church to 
help out because they were so 

excited to serve.  
This ministry is valuable be-

cause there is a huge demand 
to help families in need - es-
pecially on the eastside of the 
Pasco.  This area is known for 
crime and is a scary place for 
many citizens.  Still, it is amaz-
ing to be able to host a posi-
tive event in a field that needs 
Church the most.

While some of our lead-
ers were buying supplies for 

the Back to School Bash, the 
cashier at the local Wal-Mart 
inquired about all of the sup-
plies and what they were going 
to be used for.  As the leaders 
began to tell her about our min-
istry and event, she began to 
cry.  The cashier said that her 
family had to move from the 
eastside of town because crime 
was really bad (we learned her 
brothers were starting to hang 
out with the wrong crowd).  She 
was very thankful to the leaders 
because they were doing some-
thing positive in the community 
where she used to live.  “Thank 
you for everything that you do 
to make our community a better 
place.  We need more people 
like you,” the cashier said.  Our 
leaders were very touched in 
seeing first-hand of the need to 
embrace people.

We would like to thank the 
Commission on Ethnic Minis-
tries so much for supporting the 
development of our leaders and 
volunteers.  We also thank you 
for giving us an opportunity to 
reach out for community-build-
ing and disciple-making. 

Gretchen Brown, the Rev. Katie Ladd, Dr. Cornel West, Sarah Roemer and Janjay Innis gather after West’s visit to
The Well at Queen Anne UMC.  West spoke on various topics, promoting his new book “Black Prophetic Fire”.  

God’s New Generation’s Back to School Bash event 
attracted about 600 members of the Pasco Community with 
great music, food, and fun.
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By CoLin CUShman

Note: this column has been 
adapted from Cushman’s 
blog, illustrating his work 
in Ferguson, Mo. where 
Michael Brown was shot 

and killed by police officer 
Darren Wilson.  The local 
community and religious 

leaders gathered to protest 
the brutality by police 

officers.  Cushman recounts 
his experience confronting 

police officers in an effort 
to have police confess of 
their tactics and practices 

against the local community.

Continue to the next page

Colin Cushman, a Master of Divinity 
student at Boston University School of 
Theology, stands with the Rev. Michael 
McBride in protest at the Ferguson Police 
Station.  Protestors from around the nation 
joined the local leadership in Ferguson, 
denouncing the events surrounding 
the shooting of Michael Brown and 
the racialized police brutality endemic 
throughout our nation.

Dr. West poetically spoke on a wide-range of topics.  Here are 
some ideas from his lecture (paraphrased):

on mUSiC and the artS:
• The spirit will not ascend without music.  Today’s music is 

as thin as pre-sweetened Kool-Aid.  The labels need to be 
pressured into creating quality music.

• With arts programs wiped out, what is going to pique my 
imagination? Kids today have to use computers to create 
music instead of learning how to play real instruments.  

• We’re in a culture of superficial spectacle that young people 
are exposed to every minute of their life – they have no 
sense of an alternative.  

on bLaCk ProPhetiC Fire:
• This book is a love-letter to the younger generation.  
• Muster the courage to find your voice and blend it with other 

voices, no matter how dark the situation, no matter how 
intense the catastrophe may be.

on oUr “SPiritUaL bLaCkoUt”:
• During the 1992 Los Angeles Riots, the police was in fear.  

They were scared of the people, because the people were 
ready to die.

• Depending on what the market provides, there is pleasure 
for consumption and guns and drugs for survival.  

• Abraham Joshua Heschel calls this a “Spiritual Blackout” - to 
be given the internalized perception of themselves, as less 
beautiful, less moral, less intelligent, with life having less 
worth.  

• People are so afraid, scared, and intimidated.  It is difficult to 
straighten up, speak your mind, think critically, act honorably, 
speak candidly AND be willing to pay the price.

on Love:
• The kingdom of God is not a brand.  The cause of love 

is not a commercial.  The struggle of freedom is not an 
advertisement.

• Tenderness is what love feels like in private.
• We are in this together even though we might not agree.

In attendance were Global Mission Fellows, Sarah Roemer 
and Janjay Innis – both who are assigned to Tacoma Community 
House.  Each shared how this event will help them in their work in 
their community.  

“I thought it was very important to hear from Dr. West about the 
Black collective and voice.  We need to be intentional about hear-
ing people, so we’re not ignoring, placating, or sort of creating a 
‘lesser-known’ emphasis on their issues,” shares Roemer.  

“Its important that people like Dr. West are spreading the news 
and bringing the media light, especially to people like me who can 
never fully understand or relate to something this complicated.  We 
seek to be an ally for that voice.  Anytime I can go outside the walls, 
to hear voices of young people and the oppressed, it’s an oppor-
tunity to bring it back to Tacoma Community House to do what we 
can do to intentionally serve the community.”

Janjay Innis’ favorite moments from the event included music 
from The Total Experience Gospel Choir.  Innis points out how West 
sees music as transcending all of our cultures.  In a time where we 
live in a multicultural world, music is what connects us.

“West was telling the story of Black prophets who felt deep 
wounds of racism and did something about it,” shares Innis.  “While 
listening to West, I felt as if he was telling a story.  In my work as a 
social justice advocate, I am listening to their stories, empathizing 
with them so we are able to walk alongside them.  Sometimes we 
are to be angry, but not vengeful, we have to be gentle, we have to 
love.  Love sets us on a path to achieve the goal of bringing God’s 
kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.”

For more information on Queen Anne UMC and The Well, in-
cluding a schedule of upcoming guest speakers, visit qaumc.org.

Sarah Roemer as a community organizer and Janjay Innis is a 
social justice advocate, both as Global Mission Fellows assigned to 
Tacoma Community House. 

Jesse N. Love serves as the
graphic designer & print manager for the PNWUMC.

The Rev. Monica 
Corsaro of Seattle: 
Rainier Beach UMC 
has her copy of “Black 
Prophetic Fire” signed 
by Dr. Cornel West.

Dr. Cornel West is an author, teacher, and 
activist.  He has made multiple visits to 
The Well at Queen Anne UMC, with his 
last visit drawing many in the community 
for a lunch, lecture and book signing.
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who iS “on the groUnd”?
n October 12th, we pre-
pared ourselves for an 
evening mass meeting in 
the Chaifetz Arena at St. 
Louis University.  The eve-
ning was to be an interfaith 

service with the keynote delivered by the 
Rev. Dr. Cornel West.  I was personally very 
excited for this event, as well, since I was 
helping to lead the rally in freedom songs.  

There were about of 1500-2000 people 
– reps from each faith tradition, as well as, 
speakers from the NAACP were in atten-
dance.  Many local clergy who have been 
on the ground were there.  Besides three 
local clergy and a few national figures, none 
of these clergy had been standing beside 
the local youth on the ground.

the yoUth takeover
About half to two-thirds of the way 

through the rally, there were interruptions.  
The disrupters stood up and shouted for the 
youth to speak.  This call eventually was 
echoed and soon the whole stadium was 
demanding the youth who have been in the 
streets every night, be heard.  Speakers on 
the stage, including Cornel West, chanted 
along, too.  

These youth were taking over the entire 
movement.  One of the chants in the street 

was “If we don’t get it [justice], shut it down!” 
And when this portion of the movement was 
at risk of being co-opted by national and po-
litical forces, they did just that: shut it down.

The message was loud and clear: these 
clergy aren’t out on the streets with young 
people.  They aren’t joining us in our fight 
for our lives.  With the notable exception 
of three clergy, religious folks have not 
shown up (!).  This message pierced all 
of the audience.  We left with fire in our 
bones, ready to for what was to come.  

marChing to
the PoLiCe Station

The next day, as a part of the Moral Mon-
days movement, organizers planned a non-
violent civil disobedience action.

It began at a local church in Ferguson.  
Hundreds of clergy showed up for last-
minute training and to prepare for the ac-
tion.  At 10 a.m., we took to the streets, 
marching a few blocks to the Ferguson 
police station, a major site of protests over 
the last two months.  This became a site of 
protests because Darren Wilson was em-
ployed by the Ferguson police department 
and has been put on paid leave and not 
punished for killing Michael Brown.  

At the station, a police line greeted us.  
We held a service of repentance, includ-
ing a liturgy of remembrance and outrage.  
Non-clergy protesters then approached the 
police officers and told their experiences of 
police brutality.  A chalk outline was drawn 

around a body, making an altar in front of 
the police line that marked the site of our 
resistance as holy ground.  

a CaLL to rePentanCe
Stage 2 of the protests came next.  At 

this point, clergy approached the officers.  
The basic statement that we started with 
went like this: 

“Officer Creely (who was my officer), you 
are participating in a sinful system of polic-
ing which is killing our brothers, sisters, and 
children.  I call you to repentance and offer 
to hear your confession.” 

We stood directly in front of the officers, 
looked them in the eyes, and attempted 
to elicit their confessions.  I was joined by 
three others who helped me minister to the 
officer about the harm done by the policing 
system.  As far as I can tell, we did not get 
any police officers to confess.  However, 
several people had very meaningful con-
versations with the police officers.  Some 
police officers even welled up with tears.

At this point, no one was being arrested, 
so we decided to escalate the situation, pro-
voking the police to arrest us.  This is a stra-
tegic move in civil disobedience actions; it 
forces the police to show their hand in how 
brutal their policing tactics are.  This was 
captured by the media and shown around 
the country so that people can empathize, 
and even show outrage, in order to force 
the police to change their tactics.

StandoFF: US & the PoLiCe
The police were clearly demarcating 

a line behind which one cannot pass.  A 
small group of clergy led by my colleague, 
the Rev. Sekou, broke the police line and 
pressed toward the police station.  Sekou 
was caught about 10-15 seconds later, but 
by the time the police caught him, there 
were so many people swarming past the 
line, flooding after Sekou, that they had to 
let him go to deal with the crowd.  This 
began the first standoff between us and 
the police.  

The police team in riot gear stormed 
out and wedged themselves in front of 
us, forming a new police line.  Clergy 
stood in front of the officers and refused 
to move.  We shouted chants and protest 
songs.  Many clergy knelt with their hands 
up, both imitating Michael Brown’s posi-
tion when he was murdered and making 
themselves immoveable.  

During the standoff, the police were be-
ing inordinately brutal.  They choked one 
person with a nightstick, until others inter-
vened and successfully stopped the offi-
cer.  They also dragged Sekou along the 
ground, significantly bruising him.  This 
standoff lasted for at least 30 minutes be-
fore the organizers had us regroup.  We 
then decided that we would try to break the 
original police line that had reformed—al-
beit pushed back 20-30 feet.

Our new tactic was to proceed in 

groups of four and get arrested.  The first 
group, including Sekou and Cornel West, 
went forward to demand entrance to the 
police building to speak to the police chief.  
After 15 or so minutes, they were arrest-
ed.  The media circus blocked my view, 
so I am not sure what exactly went down, 
but they all were given assault charges, 
which meant that they touched a police of-
ficer.  So likely, they attempted to break 
through the police line by pushing through 
the gaps between police officers.  After 
they were arrested, the next wave went.  
Several waves went with the same result, 
though the police were not eager to ar-
rest people, as indicated by the increas-
ing amount of time it took for the police 
officers to actually arrest each protestor.

After three waves, we began a new 
strategy.  We fanned out along the entire 
police line, and would break through there.  
The outer sections of the police line were 
very spaced out and weak, since all the 
action was happening in the center.  So 
then, a minute later, a portion of the line 
broke through.  When my officer had his 
back turned trying to catch someone else, 
I went behind his back through the police 
line.  Another officer came from behind and 
grabbed me.  I was arrested.  

In the whole ordeal, 40-some clergy 
were arrested.  We had up to 70 clergy and 
several dozen non-clergy who were also 
willing to risk arrest but did not get arrested.  

Everybody in our clergy group was so proud 
of everyone who got arrested that day.  This 
symbolic and powerful moment made na-
tional and international headlines.

thiS iS not the end
That same day was filled with nearly a 

dozen other protests around St. Louis as 
well – often planned by the local youth pro-
testors.  They were also very powerful.

This is not the end of the issues in Fer-
guson nor is this the end of the protests.  
The same folks who have been protesting 
in the streets for 80+ days now will continue 
doing so.  As we saw in the mass meeting, 
they are keeping control of the movement.  
They will not let it be co-opted—meaning 
that it will not end when the national folks 
disperse.  

Now there are so many more people 
actively linked into the events in Ferguson.  
They will be offering support from afar.  They 
will be organizing events, highlighting the is-
sues of police brutality and systemic racism 
both in Ferguson and across the whole na-
tion.  They will be active in protesting in, with, 
and for Ferguson when new developments 
happen there.  And so, we are not yet done 
with our work in and from Ferguson. 

 Colin Cushman is a member
of Kent UMC in Washington State.

Continued from previous page

Protestors braved 
the pouring rain to 
protest on the streets 
of St. Louis, in front 
of the Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office.  
Their hands are 
raised, imitating 
the final position of 
Michael Brown when 
he was killed.

The protestors in Ferguson 
highlighted that this was not 
simply an isolated incident, but 
that the police’s use of lethal force 
terrorizes communities of color 
across the nation.
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By JeSSe n. Love

Insights

xercise is one of those “defining behaviors” for me.  If 
I don’t exercise daily, there is an internal alarm that 
goes off like a crisis bell.  Any injury that stops me 
from exercising is the great enemy and as I get older, 
this enemy just gets stronger.  Luckily, I have kept 
such challenges at bay, and I’ve been able to exer-
cise every day for the last few years.

Last month, tendonitis flared really badly in my knee (I had 
medial collateral knee surgery when I was in college on this knee, 
a major martial arts injury that I can tell you about someday).  
Usually, this tendonitis is manageable, but this time, it was so 
painful that there was no way I could put the strain of running on 
the knee.  I know what you are thinking: take a day or week off of 
it completely.  My doctors and physical therapist of the past would 
tell me the same thing. 

Unfortunately, that internal alarm kept going off and I had 
to respond in some proactive way.  So, I went out trying to jog 
gingerly, but that wasn’t going to happen.  Even in walking the 
pain kept increasing.  So instead of taking the day off, I tried a 
cardio alternative, biking.  I bike as a supplement to running daily 
anyway.  Success! The smooth action of peddling was bearable 
and my internal alarm was silenced.

I don’t bike regularly, so I tend to take different routes each 
time.  I was on a bike path that took me through a pier area and 
I didn’t see a key sign that said, “Walk your bike.” I slowed down 
and eventually got off my bike, but not until two police officers in 
hiding pulled over a slew of us to give out tickets for not walking 
our bikes.  It was the classic case of being in the wrong place 
at the wrong time.  Not only do I not travel that route, I would 
normally be running, not biking there!

Of course, they were only there that one time and I haven’t 
seen them again.  It was a case of being unlucky or not paying 
attention, but a learning lesson nonetheless.  I am reminded of 
martial arts masters who possess a sixth sense when it comes 
to conflict of any kind.  They know when something is about to 
happen before it happens and they simply do not hang around.  I 
used to have that sense when I was younger and practicing on a 
regular basis. I still get that sense when danger is threateningly 
real, but I completely missed the signs of this situation.

This incident did get me to thinking about life in general and 
those same situations where a person is deeply affected by chance 
or accident.  The question of, “where is God” in those situations 
does come up, especially if a person is hurt.  I don’t think God 
is trying to teach me (or us) a lesson in these cases, but rather 
through our freedom of choice, we are in situations where God 
has no control.  God doesn’t will or wish a bad thing to happen, 
but in the midst of our freedom, God becomes powerless to stop 
the natural unfolding of life events and situations.  It does beg the 
question of why God doesn’t have the power to intervene - but in 
creating a world of choice like ours, that simply may be the way it is.

My trivial example of getting a biking ticket shouldn’t minimize 

cases that are much more serious.  If God set up a world this particular 
way, why would God change the rules because the consequences 
happen to be more serious?  I don’t see God doing that.

The mysteries of life are never ending, and I hope and pray 
my faith continues to uphold me even when I have no immediate 
answers... 

Be the Hope

Bishop Grant

 

Jesse N. Love serves as the Graphic Designer & Print Manager for the PNWUMC.

itness our team from THE PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST CONFERENCE embark 
on a spiritual and cultural journey to 
THE PHILIPPINES! 

From July 11-21, 2014 young people 
from our global connection travelled to 
MANILA to TAGAYTAY, touring urban 

communities and participating in the 2014 GLOBAL YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S CONVOCATION and LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY!

This journey not only helped young people to explore a differ-
ent land, but to explore new ideas and perspectives in faith via 
friendships and experiences.

Check out our video presentation on YouTube! 

Special thanks to the PNW Connectional Table, The Rev. David 
V. Valera, Patrick Scriven, Pastor Karen Yokota, Erin Mulcahey 
Foellmi, Kairos Philippines, the National Council of Churches in 

the Philippines, the Division on Ministries with Young People
and the General Board of Discipleship.

HOW can young people 
compassionately uplift communities 

from suffering to abundance,
when poverty and injustice

are in our midst?

HOW can we draw from our spiritual 
heritage to take stands that promote 

unity and global change?

WHO can we count on as leaders to 
help clear pathways towards

a more united Church?
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News Now

note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication.
For an updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.

november 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 1
• Puget Sound Chrysalis 

Planning meeting @ 
mason UmC

2 3 4
• board of 

Congregational 
development @ 
PnwUmC

5 6
• ministry Fund drive 

meeting @ PnwUmC

7 8

9 10 11
• veteran’s day (the 

Conference office is 
Closed)

12
• board of ordained 

ministry – executive 
Committee @ kent 
UmC

13
• board of ordained 

ministry – Full board 
meeting @ kent UmC

14 15

16 17 18 19 20
• board of discipleship 

@ PnwUmC

21 22
• board of Laity @ 

PnwUmC

23 24 25 26 29

30 1 2 3 4 5 6

deCember 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9
• board of 

Congregational 
development @ 
PnwUmC

10 11 12 13

14 15
• greater nw Cabinet + 

extended Cabinet @ 
PnwUmC

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31
• new year’s eve

1
• new year’s day

2 3

• Pnw Cabinet @ PnwUmC

• Fort Flagler 2014 @ Fort Flagler State Park

• middle School retreat @ Camp indianola

• Conference Council on youth ministries – exec 
Team @ Snoqualmie United methodist Church

• Pnw & or-id Cabinet @ PnwUmC

• Christmas institute @ the Firs

• Christmas institute @ the Firs

• Fort Flagler 2014 
@ Fort Flagler 
State Park

27

• thanksgiving (the 
Conference office is 
closed.)

28

• the Conference 
office is closed.

• Christmas eve (the 
Conference office is 
Closed)

• Christmas (the 
Conference office is 
Closed)

’ve never been an ardent 
“horsey” person, but I know 
many people are.  Yet my 
curiosity about where clichés’ 
come from has always 
included the aphorism “Don’t 
look a gift horse in the mouth.” 
Horse people undoubtedly 
know its origin, but I was 
intrigued when I discovered 
the cliché has to do with aging.

The gums of a horse recede as they 
age.  (Unsurprisingly, so do ours, folks!) 
That gum recession creates the illusion of 
a horse’s teeth growing longer.  (Did I also 
hear “Long in the tooth”?) So when receiv-
ing a horse as a gift, the giftee is discour-
aged from checking the teeth of the horse 
to determine its age.

Not surprisingly, it is considered bad 
manners for us to ask an older adult if we 
can check his/her teeth.  We can assume a 
person is aging by other external observa-
tions.  

But what also caught my attention about 
this cliché was the notion of “gift”.  Are we 
to assume that the gift of a horse is condi-
tional on the horse’s age? Perhaps.  How 
does that translate to conditional ways we 
deal with the Gift of being human? Espe-
cially an aging human, at that? Other hu-
mans? Ourselves?

Sometime in this column’s past, I’ve 
mentioned to you the great worth of Joan 
Chittister’s 2008 book, “The Gift of Years: 
Growing Old Gracefully”.  I don’t recall her 
ever talking on this gift-horse cliché; but I 
do think she goes well beyond the notion 
that a genuine gift has conditions.  “Gift” is 
a non-conditional offering!

So let’s explore that affirmation some: 
“Gift” is a non-conditional offering.  When 
you give a birthday gift to a good friend, 
do you expect something in return? May-
be you are in a gift-exchange pattern for 
your birthdays.  But what happens if one 
of you forgets to give a gift? 

Is the other person hurt? Maybe.  But 
if you are good friends, the birthday-per-
son can likely look beyond the unintended 
oversight and simply enjoy the gift of your 
friendships.  

What about gifting within your family? 
That may be more complicated simply 
because family relationships are often so 
much more complex, and are not “cho-
sen” in the same way as strong friendships 
are.  Yet the question remains: Do the gifts 
given/exchanged carry some kind of emo-
tional condition with them?

Hopefully they do not.  So, if they don’t, 
why not? I suggest the “no condition” an-
swer has to do the level of Love between 
the giver and the giftee.  

Those wonderfully unconditional gift 
“exchanges” are small reminders of 
the “Gift of Years” we are offered every 
moment of every day by God.  At least that 
Gift is offered us without condition.  We 
often call that Grace!

But it seems so difficult for us to accept 
God’s gift of life without conditions.  Some-
where in our religious and cultural upbring-
ing, we’ve been conditioned to think God’s 
love is ours only when we do – or don’t 
do – certain things.  And that seems to be 
one of the biggest challenges we face to 
maturing spiritually.

Trusting that God accepts us as we are 
is too good to be true.  At least that’s how 
we act too often.  So we play a destructive 
conditional-acceptance game, jumping 
through its moralistic and religious hoops, 
hoping to get through that obstacle course 
with our souls intact.

In the meantime, God – let’s personalize 
God’s image here – is patiently standing at 
the finish-line of that obstacle course, wait-
ing to lift us up, hug us, and say: “You went 
through that tortuous effort all for nothing! 
Nothing you do or don’t do makes me love 
you any more or any less.  

You are a gift to me.  Why can’t you real-
ize you are a gift to yourself – and others? 
I don’t check your teeth before loving you.  
You don’t need to either!” 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the chair of the Conference Council on Older Adult Ministries.

U.S. Army Capt. Cherise Neu, center, 
demonstrates how to properly check a horse’s 
teeth and health at a veterinary civic action 
project in Apia, Samoa, June 5, 2013, during 
Pacific Partnership 2013.  Pacific Partnership 
is an annual deployment of forces designed 
to strengthen maritime and humanitarian 
partnerships during disaster relief operations, 
while providing humanitarian, medical, dental and 
engineering assistance to nations of the Pacific.

Don’t Look a 
Gift Horse in 
the Mouth!



t is not hard for us Northwesterners to visualize a 
rainy time for the Christmas season.   In the Congo, 
where our two Jamaa Letu Orphanages are located, 
that will be the weather – lots and lots of rain.   Will 

that change the holiday spirit?  Of course not!
The season of generosity is a time when our churches 

have an opportunity to help support the children and 
youth who live in these orphanages.  The need for 
shelter, food, clothing, education and church experience 
continue.  Add in a bit of something special during the 
rainy season in their “home For the holidays.”

If you would liked to support Jamaa Letu orphanages, 
you can send your gift as a check (with “Hope for the 
Children of Africa” designated in the memo) to 

Pnw Conference treasurer
P.O. Box 13650

Des Moines, WA 98198

Barbara Dadd Shaffer serves as the chair of 
the Bishop’s Task Force, Hope for the Children of Africa. 

the United methodist building
100 Maryland Ave NE, Washington, D.C. 20002

Supported by: Church and Society + United Methodist Women
E-mail: Joan Hackett: revkeithjoan@hotmail.com | Ann Eachus: ann@eachus.org

$50 for the seminar 
$201-$251 for three nights 
lodging at Residence Inn

by Marriott (shared)
Your Own Travel
& Food Expenses

SeminarS
Seminars are educational, interactive, 

faith-forming, thought provoking and fun as 
well as tailor made for each group.
The seminar will answer questions, 

challenge assumptions and open the group 
to reflection on Climate Justice.

(Climate Justice is the 2016 Social issue 
study for Mission u in Ellensburg, Wash.)

Arrival:
Tuesday (May 12)

9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
Wednesday-Friday

There will be time 
designated for evening 

sightseeing and 
recreation.  This group is 
limited to 20 people. 

By barbara dadd ShaFFer


