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Connecting with stories making headlines
from the UMC into May.

retchen Engle has given me her resignation as Administrative Assistant in the Greater 
Northwest Episcopal Office, effective April 30, 2017. Gretchen began in this role in 
October 2010. Through the years she has learned to navigate the sometimes-mystifying 
systems of the Church with grace and agility. We will miss her efficient and all-seeing 

presence at Annual Conference sessions, cabinet meetings, and General Conference.
I hope that many of you will find a way to express your gratitude to Gretchen for the ways she 

has served God and the Church through these years and to wish her on her way with a blessing. 
We will also honor her during the shared Oregon-Idaho/Pacific Northwest Annual Conference 
session in June. 

Thank you, Gretchen!

hank you. 
The work as District 

Superintendent is not 
done in a vacuum. Thank you 
to Bishop Elaine, Bishop Grant, 
and Cabinet colleagues for their 
commitment to the churches 
of the Seven Rivers and their 
willingness to take risks. 

Thank you to the 
Administrative Assistants that 
have tried to keep me in check, 
Deb Schroeder, Skylar Bihl, 
Kathy Finau, Kyle Franklin and 
Sarah Achterhof. 

Thank you to Karen Fisher, 
your district lay leader, for 
agreeing to step out on the 
ledge and be a partner in this 
venture with me. Thank you to 
the SR District Committee on 
Ministry for calling, mentoring 
and sending individuals to share 
the good news with the world. 

Thank you to the Seven 
Rivers Task Force for dreaming 
of ways to connect such a 

Juli Reinholz to step down, Mary Huycke to serve 
as Superintendent, Seven Rivers District
Courtesy of LIFESTREAMS, THE SEVEN RIVERS NEWSLETTER and THE PNW NEWS DIGEST

geographically diverse region. 
Thank you for the new Seven 
Rivers Building and Leadership 
Team for their commitment to 
envisioning a strategy for the 
future. Of course, thank you 
to David, who is my life-long 
partner and shares all my 
adventures.” -The Rev. Juli 
Reinholz

Bishop Elaine Stanovsky 
has announced her 
appointment of the Rev. Mary 
Huycke as Seven Rivers 

District Superintendent, 
effective July 1, 2017. Huycke 
is well known to the people 
and churches of the Seven 
Rivers District, having served 
as its district superintendent 
from 2009-2013. A graduate of 
Fuller Theological Seminary, 
she was ordained an elder in 
1997.

Huycke has served 
new and established local 
churches, but is best known 
across The United Methodist 
Church for her work as a 

coach, author and consultant 
with Courageous Space, 
an extension ministry. She 
was the first elected clergy 
delegate to the 2016 General 
Conference from the Pacific 
Northwest.

Mary lives by the wisdom 
that “leaders lead.”

While it is unusual for a 
district superintendent to 
serve the same district twice, 
it is allowed, up to a total of 
eight years. Huycke will follow 
the Rev. Juli Reinholz, who is 
returning to a local church in 
July, Pioneer United Methodist 
Church in Walla Walla, 
after four years as district 
superintendent. 

To subscribe to Lifestreams, 
contact Kyle Franklin at 

sevenrivers@pnwumc.org.
To subscribe to the News Digest, 

contact Patrick Scriven at 
communications@pnwumc.org.

he “Jars” campaign is a great way to raise funds for the support of the two Jamaa Letu 
Orphanages (JLO) in the Congo. The 60 children and teens benefit directly. Visit our website 
and Facebook pages for the printable label, ideas for the “Jars” campaign and information 

about the ministry of the two orphanages: jamaaletu.org • pnwocm.org/hfca • fb.com/
hopeforchildrenofafrica 

Special thanks to Barbara Dadd Shaffer and the Bishop’s Task Force, Hope for the Children of Africa. 

The Rev. Juli Reinholz

Gretchen Engle

The Rev. Mary Huycke
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was a real eye-opener to 
hear their stories and to 
get acquainted with them,” 
shares Blythe Stanton. 
“Great story. (It) evoked 

images of Stalinism and persecution. 
The song they sang was painful and 
heartwarming at the same time,” shares 
Jim Rowley. “My favorite of course was the 
Chinese presentation. Inspiring!” exclaims 
Sandra Shinbo.

These are reactions from members 
of Federal Way United Methodist Church 
after experiencing “Stories of Pain and 
Hope,” a weekly Lenten speaker series 
offering a glimpse into the lives of different 
cultures and faiths - with a specific focus 
on the challenges of immigrant life. Around 
50 visitors joined in fellowship for each of 
these speaking events. This is the second 
year Federal Way has shared “Stories”.

“We were inspired to know and 
understand our neighbors by hearing 
about their history and immigrant 
experience in our area,” shares Mary L. 
Walker. She served as the chair FWUMC’s 
Adult Faith Formation Team, which 
was responsible for this series. Guest 
speakers this year included: 

• Dr. Mark Hearn: a Korean immigrant 
and teacher at Seattle University who 
used Lego building blocks to illustrate 
how the immigrant experience is 
always changing, particularly with 
new rules and regulations

• Bettie Luke: a member of the 
Organization of Chinese Americans 
who shared their history in the 
Northwest as well as how racism still 
affects Asians today

• Dr. Jamal Gabobe: a Comparative 
Literature instructor at the University 
of Washington, Tacoma who shared 
the history of Somalia and his own 
experience as an immigrant

• The Rev. Peter Chebotareva and 
family: recent immigrants who shared 
experiences of Christian persecution 
in the Ukraine

• Our Federal Way congregation: six 
immigrants who are from England, 
Fiji, and Tonga who all shared their 
experience of the immigration system 
as well as familial traditions and “lost 
in translation” moments

Although the goals were similar to 
last year’s series, what made this event 
different was hearing the experience of 
its own church members. Not only did the 
church learn about their neighbors, but 
they learned more about their own faith 

Federal Way UMC: Lenten stories 
of “Pain and Hope” recognize 
diversity within

family through deeper sharing than casual 
conversation on a regular Sunday.

Stories of Pain and Hope has given 
attendees a greater appreciation of 
freedom and has increased faith and 
hope for a better world. “I hope to be 
more understanding of challenges that 
people of faith (other than Christianity) 
and people who have come to our 
country to make their home, have to 
meet,” shares Blythe Stanton.

Sharing each other’s stories in the 
community has become even more 
vital as prejudice, xenophobia, and 
emboldened attitudes against ‘the 
strangers’ in our midst arise. Pastor 
Nancy Ferree-Clark shares how 
these conversations have bared fruit 
between her congregation and the Sikh 
community, “After the recent shooting of 
the Sikh man in Kent, we contacted them 
to say we’d like to give them a prayer 
shawl. They asked if we could deliver it in 
person along with a word of hope, which 
we did during their Sunday gathering the 
week after the shooting.”

Federal Way UMC now has a 

relationship with a Sikh congregation, an 
Islamic Center, and a Jewish synagogue. 
The Church attends their services while 
Sikh members offer music and stories 
with the Church. Members of the Islamic 
Center were welcomed at Sunday worship 
at Federal Way UMC, as well.

“As pastor I’ve also observed that as 
we tear down the walls that separate us 
and actually get to know each other, fear 
of the stranger is overcome and we want 
to befriend one another,” Ferree-Clark 
explains.

Currently, Federal Way UMC has future 
plans to visit a Gurdwara later in spring 
as they continue to nurture relationships 
deeper into the community. 

For more information on Federal Way 
United Methodist Church, visit www.
fwumc.org and on Facebook: bit.ly/

fb-fwumc. Mary L. Walker is a member 
of Federal Way UMC serving on its Adult 

Faith Formation Team. Jesse N. Love 
serves as graphic designer and print 

manager for the PNWUMC. 

By JESSE N. LOVE and MARY L. WALKER
Additional photos by KEN FREE

Dr. Jamal Gabobe (second from left) enjoys the soup supper before his 
presentation about Somalia and his life as a Somali immigrant to the U.S.

Ann and Steve Mayer ask 
questions at Stories of Pain and 
Hope at Federal Way UMC.

Members of Federal Way UMC present a panel 
session, each talking about their own personal 
cultures and immigrant experiences.

Dr. Jamal Gabobe

Ideas & Inspiration



Channels 1034 Ideas & Inspiration

n a bright Sunday morning in Seattle’s 
Wallingford neighborhood, palm fronds invite 
all to this small yet vibrant church. Inside, 
congregants wave palms, shouting, “Hosanna 
in the highest!” — imbuing a sense of 
welcome, peace, and the coming of Justice.

Following the service, nine members 
of Wallingford UMC gather to share their thoughts on their recent 
trip to El Paso, Texas and Juárez, Chihuahua (Mexico). The 
group participated in a program called Abriendo Fronteras (or 
Opening Borders) on March 19-25, 2017.

The group learned first-hand what is happening to brothers 
and sisters seeking refuge along the United States and Mexico 
border. The Opening Borders program was both an educational 
and emotional immersion experience for these Seattleites.

 About 1,700 miles away from Seattle, the Rio Grande River 
separates El Paso and Juárez. Here, El Paso’s peacefulness 
contrasts with Juárez’s violence: gangs, murder, extortion, 
militarized police, political corruption, and distrust are a daily reality 
for its citizens. This prompts many to seek sanctuary in the U.S.

A team from Seattle: Wallingford United Methodist Church visited this area to participate in Abriendo Fronteras (or Opening Borders). 

“I can’t imagine what it would be like living in that situation,” 
shared WUMC’s Jerry Jutting. “I find myself thinking and learning 
about our own government…in that we are complicit in certain 
ways, if we don’t educate ourselves.”

In Juárez, the group visited social and human rights workers; 
a women’s cooperative of craftwork and empowerment; a 
medical clinic; a day center for disabled children and families; 
a grassroots tutoring center serving 70 students daily; and saw 
memorials to victims of violence.

In El Paso, the group met with Border Patrol Agents; visited 
an immigration law clinic; attended federal court deportation 
proceedings; participated in Mass at the Detention Center; 
toured Annunciation House where refugees and some from the 
detention center are housed; prepared and shared in a meal with 
its residents; was served by a victim and refugee from violence; 
and absorbed insightful data from a university professor on the 
origins of violence and the urge to escape.

Reporters exposing social injustice and corruption continue 

Wallingford UMC:
Opening Borders

to the Spirit
Special thanks to Ann Joyce, Jerry Jutting, Mary Latham, 
Nikki Nichols and Diana Pearce for contributing their 
experiences to this article.

By JESSE N. LOVE, TOM POULIOT, MARY EDWARDS,
PATRICIA NAUMANN and THE REV. ANN BERNEY

Continue to Wallingford, next page
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hat is itineration? Why do missionaries itinerate? 
What is life really like as a missionary?

When we visit churches, we often get asked 
these and other questions about what it means to 

serve as missionaries, and we thought that others might have 
similar questions. We are Osias and Desiree Segura-April, 
and we are currently on itineration assignment in the Pacific 
Northwest and Desert Southwest Conferences.

Osias just finished his first missionary assignment, and 
Desiree was commissioned in May at General Conference. 
In July we both started in our new placement. After being a 
seminary president and professor in the Dominican Republic, 
Osias now serves in Nicaragua, Honduras, and Guatemala 

Osias and Desiree: 
What is life really like 
as a missionary?

as the Regional Coordinator of Curriculum and Small Group 
Leadership Development. Desiree is serving as the Resource 
Person for Children at Risk Ministries for the Iglesia Metodista of 
Nicaragua. 

Continue this article at The PNW News Blog:
bit.ly/missionary-life-umc

By OSIAS & DESIREE SEGURA-APRIL

Members from Wallingford UMC meet with Border Patrol Agents near the El Paso and Juárez area.

to be murdered. The area’s historical struggles correlate to 
the drug and arms trade, as well as, political and local policies of 
both the United States and Mexico.

The Abriendo Fronteras program nurtures holy listening, sharing 
through dialogue, and sending participants out to put faith into 
action. Housed at El Paso’s Columban Center, the group opened 
the day with prayer and singing, and closed each day with prayer 
and reflection. Father Robert Mosher of El Paso’s Columban Center 
hosted, guided, and interpreted for the experience.

Pastor Ann Berney has challenged the team to discover 
connections between what is happening on the border and 
what is happening in Seattle. According to the Department of 
Homeland Security, 84 foreign nationals were arrested in the 
Northwest, with 19 from King County, in a recent Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) raid, last March.

Wallingford UMC’s Mission in part states: “As a community 
of faith, we affirm the inclusiveness of the gospel, and celebrate 

diversity in our midst. As a community of hope, we proclaim that 
this broken world can change and that healing and wholeness 
can come. As a community of love, we commit ourselves to 
working for justice and peace, that our love may be made 
concrete and visible in the world.”

A Reconciling Congregation since 1983 with a tradition of 
welcoming those on the margins, WUMC continues to feel the 
impact of the trip as the Church stretches to fulfill its mission. 

If you would like folks from Wallingford UMC speak at your 
church, please contact the Rev. Ann Berney, 206-551-5918. 

Learn more about Wallingford UMC’s upcoming events, 
visit wallingfordumc.org or visit Facebook, fb.com/wallingfordumc.

Jesse N. Love serves as the graphic designer
and print manager for PNWUMC.

Wallingford celebrates diversity in its midst
Continued from the previous page
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n March 17, 2017, 
over 100 youth 
and adults from 
around the Pacific 

Northwest came to Camp 
Indianola for the annual Seattle 
United Methodist Youth Team 
retreat, or SUMYT (suh-mit). 
In the five years I’ve attended 
SUMYT, I’ve become part of 
a second family. I want every 
youth in our area to have the 
chance to know how great it 
feels to work with such a hard-
working, silly group of youth 
and adults.

 A lot goes in to making 
this retreat, possible. It takes 
a team of about 20 youth, 
with the assistance of adults, 
about a year to plan SUMYT. 
Planning starts in September 
and there are meetings every 
month to work out the details 
in choosing keynote speakers, 
small groups, faith talks and 
organizing games. We have 
lock-ins where we concentrate 
on becoming small group 
leaders and meetings where 
we focus on how to build 
community with other youth. 

We work together - making 
dreams turn into reality. There 
is nothing more satisfying than 
seeing all your hard work pay 
off and the impact it has on 
the lives of 100+ youth. Being 
on the SUMYT team helps 
youth develop organization, 
leadership, and teamwork 
skills for the future, while 
allowing us to do something 
we love. The team is filled with 
the most loving, passionate 
and energetic people. 

Some people just think 

of SUMYT as a fun youth 
retreat like Flagler or CONVO. 
Some might think it’s a big 
team of youth that put on the 
retreat. Others think of it as 
a big family that welcomes 
everyone, no matter where 
they are from or what’s going 
on in their lives. Some youth 
may be a little hesitant to be 
away from home and meet new 
people. But once they come 
this retreat, they meet people 
who are always so welcoming. 
No matter if you’ve been going 
to SUMYT for years or it’s 
your first year, you won’t leave 
without making new friends. 

SUMYT is something really 
special. To me, SUMYT is a 
second home where strangers 
turn into friends. By my fifth 

and final year at SUMYT, I now 
have what feels like a whole 
new family. I have seen a 
great difference in my friends 
and I as we developed a deep 
connection with each other 
and with God. I have gained so 
many memories from SUMYT 
to carry with me, always. The 
memories and friends are 
just part of what SUMYT has 
given me. As team President, 
I learned project management 
and organization skills I’ll be 
using for the rest of my life.

The Seattle United 
Methodist Youth Team is an 
opportunity you do not want 
to miss out on. You learn so 
many skills like how to lead a 
team, to talk in front of 100+ 
people, to be organized, and 

to make important executive 
decisions. Youth that go to 
church in the Seattle District 
should definitely go to a 
SUMYT meeting and learn how 
they can become part of this 
funny and incredible family. 
SUMYT is a place where you 
can express yourself freely and 
receive support. I’ve grown 
closer with youth from across 
the Pacific Northwest, but most 
importantly grown in my faith 
with God. 

 On behalf of the 2016-2017 
SUMYT team, I want to thank 
Pastor Jim Clarke from Cedar 
Cross UMC for being our guest 
speaker and for helping us 
put on an incredible weekend! 
Camp Indianola served up 
some incredible food and the 
staff is always friendly and 
ready to help. Also, thanks 
to Sam Forck from Starlight 
Sound for a great dance. I 
also want to thank the youth 
and their chaperones for their 
support of SUMYT (boardwalk 
burgers, forever!). 

Last but not least, I want to 
thank the 2016-2017 planning 
team for being a second family 
and some of the best friends I 
could have asked for. Thanks 
for being part of my life and 
helping me grow in my faith, 
and learn more about God. 

Meaghan Vaden is a member 
of Marysville United Methodist 

Church.

Special thanks to Laura Martin.

By MEAGHAN VADEN | Photos by AMY KEOUGH
Logo design by SUMYT, JESSE N. LOVE

The 2016-2017 SUMYT Team worked together for a year to 
produce its annual retreat. Meaghan Vaden provides a Faith Talk at the SUMYT retreat.
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he United Methodist Church 
has a fossil free investment 
fund! 

Wespath announced 
that the Equities Social 
Values Plus Fund is fossil 

free as of April 1. This is a huge step in 
acknowledging the deep desire of United 
Methodists across the connection to align 
the church’s investments with the creation 
care values expressed in the Social 
Principles.

Wespath created this fund in response 
to the call of annual conferences 
across multiple jurisdictions for the 
denomination to add fossil fuels to its 
socially responsible investing guidelines. 
This fund is an important opportunity for 
conferences that have already committed 
to fossil fuel divestment, as well as 
those that will divest from fossil fuels in 
the coming years. Wespath notes that it 
“is exploring offering a complementary 
fixed income (bond) fund with similar 
exclusions.”

The movement that prompted 
this historic action is a one of United 
Methodists who care deeply about the 
climate crisis and are called to transform 
the systems that bind us to a fossil fuel 
economy. They are active in their local 
churches and communities and have 
discerned that their faith requires them not 
only to repent for their personal complicity 
with climate change, but also to do all in 
their power to hasten the transition to a 
low-carbon future. They are women and 
men of all ages from across the United 
Methodist connection, some who have 
been activists and advocates for years, 
and others for whom this was their first 
foray into the public conversation on 
climate. These people are brave and 
creative and wise. I’m honored to have 
worked alongside some of them, spent 
hours on the phone and email with many 
of them, and am humbled to acknowledge 
that there are many who have participated 
in this work who I may never know.

The announcement of this new fund 
comes as Fossil Free UMC begins 
the next phase of its good work. I am 
stepping back from my role coordinating 
this work, and am delighted to share 
that Marie Kuch-Stanovsky is the new 
Coordinator of Fossil Free UMC. Marie 
has been an ardent advocate for fossil 
fuel divestment in the church, developing 
smart strategy and design, and 
advocating for our legislation at multiple 
levels, including in her role as Pacific 
Northwest Conference lay delegate to 
General Conference. Marie is in the 

process of gathering input and cultivating 
support to cast a vision for Fossil Free 
UMC’s next chapter of advocacy. I hope 
you will support the work by making a 
donation to build this movement.

As Marie continues the Fossil Free 
UMC movement, I will carry our values 
as I grow into a new role. Last summer, 
the Western Jurisdiction elected me to 
the board of Wespath. Having been an 
external critic of this agency for nearly 
three years, it has been a humbling 
experience to become a part of it. It 
can’t have been easy for the staff and 
incumbent board members to welcome me 

into the room, but I have been received 
with remarkable grace. I am grateful 
for the chance to amplify your voices in 
investment discussions even as I open 
myself to hearing and understanding 
perspectives different from my own.

Thank you, dear ones, for constantly 
inspiring and challenging me. You are in my 
prayers as you carry on this good work. I 
can’t wait to see what you do next! 

The Rev. Jenny Phillips also serves as the 
Minister for Environmental Stewardship 

and Advocacy for the PNWUMC

By THE REV. JENNY PHILLIPS
Photos by MIKE DUBOSE and JESSE N. LOVE

Marie Kuch-Stanovsky (top) will 
serve as coordinator for Fossil 
Free UMC. The Rev. Jenny 
Phillips (right) will serve as a board 
member of Wespath.
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Insights

n their many Ways, people of faith across the planet care for 
our common earth home! That’s the theme I’ve been sharing 
with folks in classes at Wesley Homes, Seattle First, Puyallup 
First, and Yakima Wesley United Methodist Churches. 

The April 22 March for Science and the participation of 
many faith communities in the April 29 People’s Climate March 
converge on this prophetic message: global climate change is 
real. Humans are causing it. It’s bad. There is hope. We can 
sustain the Earth as God’s gift of a Living Planet. 

Just after last November’s U.S. presidential election results 
were announced, the Rev. Jenny Phillips addressed a news 
conference at Marrakesh, Morocco, the site of COP22 (the UN 
Climate Change Conference) to implement the Paris Agreement 
(already 137 of the 194 nations who signed the agreement have 
officially ratified it). She said: “The world can trust that the people 
of The United Methodist Church will offer ourselves as partners…
as faithful resisters to any effort to turn back the clock or to deny 
climate change.” Here’s the essence of her testimony: 

1. The climate crisis is real, a moral crisis that demands a 
moral response. “Our church is in ministry with people 
on the frontlines of the climate crisis” from small farming 
communities in Africa to the indigenous communities in the 
Philippines.

2. “Our church’s strong, clear voice will keep rising up alongside 
those communities,” working for a “healthy and hope-filled 
future…rooted in our faith and nurtured by our relationships.”

3. The global movement to take action “is unstoppable.” Built 
from the ground up, climate action is not dependent on any 
one country’s leader or one election. “Our churches are an 
integral part of the people’s climate movement.”

The negative impact of global climate change is no respecter 
of religions. Rising tides impact Muslims in the Maldives island 

nation. Melting arctic ice impacts hunting habits of indigenous 
Inuit people in Canada. Desertification threatens much of 
Jewish Israel. Hindu farmers in India are committing suicide 
because of extreme drought. Beside our own Jenny Phillips on 
that panel at Marrakesh were other faith leaders: the Episcopal 
bishop of Los Angeles, a Muslim climate policy advocate from 
Texas, and a Jewish woman representing the Coalition on the 
Environment and Jewish Life. 

We can learn from the wisdom of many Ways. People of many 
faith traditions bring resources to the climate crisis conversation, 
raising humanity’s awareness of the moral response required to 
meet the challenges scientists are confirming.

Muslims reinforce Allah as creator of the careful balance 
(mizan) in the community (ummah) of all living creatures, and 
role of humans as stewards (khalifa). Jews stress the goodness 
of God’s creation, but they also speak of the human role in 
“mending” (tikkun olam) a broken world. In one Jewish midrash 
on the creation, God informs Adam and Eve in the Garden, “You 
must tend it well, because there is no one to come after you.” 

Hindu affirmation of Brahman, the divine energy in all things, 
has led to court decisions recently in India in which rivers 
are recognized as having legal rights that must be defended! 
And Buddhist emphasis on Right Livelihood, and not desiring 
too many consumer goods, has appealed to many thoughtful 
Americans for decades. In Chinese cultures, Confucian emphasis 
on the continuity of generations leads not only to respect for our 
ancestors, but concern for generations to come.

You can learn more about these faith resources in the book 
published by Abingdon, Green Faith, by Fletcher Harper. You can 
also join classes on Care for the Earth at this summer’s Mission 
u. Bring your faith to the table as we seek a Way to nurture life on 
our Earth Home.  

The Rev. Ronald L. Hines is a retired minister within the PNWUMC.

People of Faith Care for Our Common Home!

The March for Science in Seattle
The Rev. Jenny Phillips participates on a panel at COP22, 
the United Nations Climate Change Conference.

The Rev. Jenny Phillps participates in a climate march. The Rev. Ronald Hines
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o often, we are involved in 
the church that we become 
numb to the numinosity and 
mystery that is the Church 
of Jesus Christ. Sometimes, 
we become consumed with 

obligations and forget how wondrous 
the church is. So many disappointments 
inside of the place that was once known 
to us as a refuge, conditions us to harden 
our hearts. When participating in church 
activities, “freedom” can become replaced 
with “obligation.” We can sometimes 
reduce “ministry” to a “job” or “task on the 
checklist” of life. Spirituality is forsaken and 
replaced with routine. Because I witnessed 
oppression that had been justified with 
scriptures of peace and/or submission used 
out of context, admittedly, I too have made 
ministry into work. As a result, the church 
that I once felt protected by and loved was 
turned into a place that I must be prepared 
to defend myself.

When returning from Vancouver, Wash., 
I realized that I had grown defensive 
concerning the church. I was overwhelmed 
with the love of God that reminded me 
of my love for the Church of Christ as 
a whole. After spending time removed 
from the hustle and bustle of the city and 
having the opportunity to be shown around 
Washougal United Methodist Church by 
the Rev. Tucker, I realized that I missed 
being a part of a small rural church 
that embodied community and was not 
determined or divided by the news of the 
country. This reminded me of how I grew 
to love the church when I was young, back 
when politics and church didn’t intersect 
as much. 

The interactions between the members 
reminded me of home when you get so 

By CHASITY SHAVON JONES

lost in a conversation so good that you 
forget about the time. Seeing the dresses 
hung on the walls of the sanctuary melted 
my frosty heart. Seeing the pictures of 
the children and families of the church at 
Pastor Tucker’s house for a summer pool 
party, provoked so many flashbacks of how 
close my small town church was during 
my childhood. It was conducive of an 
environment that made me feel nurtured, 
safe, valued, and protected inside the walls 
and bodies that made up my church. This 
was a time when church was a refuge and 
in my innocence, people who hated me 
because of my skin color were nowhere to 
be found. But I was naïve. 

Older now, I have a sense that people 
who consider me to be inferior surround 
me daily…who even pray to the same 
‘God’ that I do. Upon realizing this, I felt 
an urge to immediately abandon all things 

that had to do with the Church. However: 
I am able and compelled to still love the 
church regardless. How perplexing it is to 
love something that may very well chose 
to hurt you. I am convinced that this is 
a revelation of unconditional love that I 
experienced.

On that train home, I journaled. I 
committed to myself and the Most High 
that I would not give up on the Church of 
Jesus Christ. Instead, I choose to fight for 
its soul. I am committed to challenging the 
Church, and to be a voice crying in the 
wilderness, saying these hard things at 
the expense of my reputation. I’ve been 
convicted to fight for the Church; to remain 
and return to being a refuge and sanctuary 
for young black children that have a 
confusing life of navigating unrelenting 
trauma. I now feel affirmed, as well as 
obligated, to continue centering sobering 
questions of James Cone and other 
great American theologians. Continuing 
the discussion of Black Liberation and 
Womanist Theology with questions like:

• “Can the Church be racist and 
Christian at the same time?”

• “When does the Church cease to be 
the Church of Christ?”

• “Can the Church of Jesus Christ be 
politically, socially, and economically 
identified with structure of oppression 
and also be a servant of Christ?”

In the name of the love that I carry like a 
torch in my soul, I cannot sit by in silence. 
The love of God, the love of the Church, 
and the love of people compel me to open 
my mouth instead of running away. 

Chasity Jones serves as a Global Mission Fellow as an organizer for Faith Action Network in Seattle, Wash. 

My Unconditional Love for the Church

Insights

Chasity Shavon Jones
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By THE REV. PAUL GRAVES

would you want to go to Oklahoma City?” 
“You’re going where?” 

These questions betrayed a certain attitude about Oklahoma 
City when some people first discovered that OKC was our 
destination in March. We went there primarily to visit friends from 
our seminary days of 50 years ago. But the trip became more 
in many ways. It seems my eyes, mind and spirit were open to 
being impacted.

Reflecting on that week, I can identify three “signposts on a 
journey of woundedness.” Each signpost connects to a place 
we visited. At some level I found myself touched deeply by 
what I both saw and realized -- “Awareness”, “Vulnerability” and 
“Solidarity”.

1. AWARENESS was my first experience. I found it at the 
Oklahoma History Center. I discovered that 38 American 
Indian tribes are connected to Oklahoma in complicated and 
amazing ways. I don’t know how long it has taken for the 
history of these indigenous people to be shared more fully 
within a now dominant white culture. But the extensive and 
outstanding permanent exhibit in the Oneok Gallery took my 
inner breath away. Each time I have a chance to learn more 
about the tenacity and creativity of Native Americans through 
one another, I become more deeply aware of how our 
country owes so much of its spiritual strength to an ethnic 
people who have been disrespected and displaced over and 
over again. We live with great shame and too little gratitude.

2. My next signpost, VULNERABILITY, came at the Oklahoma 
City National Memorial and Museum -- the site of the April 
19, 1995 bombing of the Alfred Murrah Building. I sensed a 
general vulnerability as we walked among the stylized chairs 
on the actual bomb site that represented the 168 adults and 
children who were killed that day. But the particular power of 
that vulnerability came in waves as we walked through the 
museum’s dramatic depiction of that horrible day. Sounds 
of horror and frantic rescue efforts mixed with displays 
filled with pictures, actual objects retrieved and videos 
of eyewitnesses. Even as a visitor, I couldn’t wait to get 
through “that day”, to find somewhere calmer, where I could 
breathe in longer breaths, where I could feel less vulnerable 

for myself and the thousands of people that were deeply 
impacted on April 19, 1995. Yet my spirit was encouraged 
because of the resiliency and powerful compassion I also 
saw represented in the survivors and the first-responders. 
Feeling vulnerable also allowed me to identify as an 
Oklahoman for those moments.

3. On the Sunday we were with our friends, I embraced a 
signpost of SOLIDARITY. We attended worship at Mosaic 
UMC. Mosaic is one of three Reconciling Congregations 
in the Oklahoma Conference of the United Methodist 
Church; plus there are several reconciling classes in various 
congregations.

I experienced as meaningful and vibrant a worship service as 
I have in a very long time. We also felt genuinely welcomed by 
persons of various sexual orientations and ethnic backgrounds. 
We were welcomed as fellow human beings! Isn’t that a novel 
concept?

A side benefit was to re-connect with an Oklahoma-raised 
man I hadn’t seen for over 50 years! We were in seminary 
together for one term; then he transferred to another seminary. 
He did go into parish ministry for a time, but stepped away when 
he “came out” as a gay man.

He and his partner happily became members of Mosaic UMC 
when it became a reconciling congregation. I wondered for 50 
years what had become of him. Now I know.

The late Pope John Paul II spoke of SOLIDARITY this way: 
It is “not a feeling of vague compassion or shallow distress at 
the misfortunes of so many people...On the contrary, it is a firm 
and persevering determination to commit oneself to the common 
good; the good of all and of each individual, because we are all 
really responsible for all.”

I suspect he wasn’t ready to officially or easily embrace 
homosexual persons in solidarity. But I certainly am! And I hope 
many who read this column are as well.

Well, those are my signposts I discovered on our vacation. 
What signposts do you discover as you travel -- or simply live 
every day? 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves as the chair of the
Conference Council on Older Adult Ministries.

Signposts on a Journey of Woundedness

A “Survival Tree” at the 
Oklahoma National Memorial 
Museum is about 15’ tall. 
Some shoots from this tree 
were given away to a limited 
number of persons. Outside 
the museum is the children’s 
memorial to honor the children 
killed. The wall tiles and 
courtyard were designed by 
other children. This Jesus 
statue has its back to the 
memorial site.
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Note: Events on this calendar may have been added or removed from the time of publication.
For an updated calendar, including local church events, visit www.pnwumc.org/calendar.

MAY 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 1 2 3
• Multiplying Ministries 

@ PNWUMC

4 5
• CLM – Cycle 

B – Sacramental 
Theology and Worship 
(Westside) @ Salmon 
Creek UMC

• Board of Pensions 
on Investing/Benefits 
(please see pnwumc.
org/calendar for details)

6
• Seattle District – 

Project Rebuild 
Fundraiser @ 
Bellevue: First UMC

• Board of Church and 
Society @ PNWUMC

• 3 Events to Make 
a Difference @ 
Sunnyside UMC

7
• Ground breaking for 

Lazy F Dining Hall @ 
Lazy F

8 9 10 11
• AC 2017 Session 

Planning Meeting @ 
PNWUMC

12 13

14 15 16
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

17 18 19

• Connectional Table @ 
PNWUMC

20
• Conference 

Council on Young 
Adult Ministries @ 
PNWUMC

• Puget Sound District 
Laity Retreat 2017 @ 
Warm Beach Camp & 
Retreat Center

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29

• Memorial Day (The 
Conference Office is 
Closed.)

30 31 1 2 3

• Seven Rivers DCOM @ Prosser UMC• Clergy Transitions Workshop @ 
Vancouver: First UMC

• Executive Board of Ordained Ministry 
(Tentative) @ PNWUMC

• United Methodist Seminar @ Church Center for the United Nations

• Board of Pensions on Investing/Benefits (please see pnwumc.org/calendar 
for details)

• Greater NW Area Cabinet @ PNWUMC

• CONVO 2017 @ University of Puget Sound

• CONVO 2017 
@ University of 
Puget Sound

JUNE 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28 29 30 31 1
• Seattle District 

Committee on 
Ministry @ PNWUMC

2 3

4 5
• Vancouver – District 

Committee on 
Ministry @ TBD

6
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 1

• Multiplying Ministries @ PNWUMC

• Alaska Annual Conference @ TBD

• Annual Conference 2017: Oregon-Idaho and Pacific Northwest Conferences @ Red Lion on the 
River

• Greater NW Area Cabinet @ PNWUMC

• Western Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and History @ Alaska Pacific University
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