
The Award-Winning 
Publication of 

The Pacific Northwest
Conference of

The United
Methodist Church

pnwumc.org/news
pnwumc.org/channels

 

Bishop Mary Ann at 
Mission u 2017!

5

Jamaa Letu:
A Child Prays for You

7

APR2017
102

Oregon-Idaho & Pacific Northwest

Annual Conference
Session

ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
IS COMING!

OKANOGAN COUNTY

PAUL G
RAVES RETURNS: Practicing the Better!

AN EXIT OUT OF POVERTY 



Lazy F Camp
& Retreat Center

Registration (April 2-20, closes April 21): 

$45 per person
Includes: ERT Basic, Refresher or Advanced 

classes, two nights accommodations at Lazy F, 
all meals Saturday plus Sunday breakfast and 

training materials. Anyone 18+ years is welcome.

REGISTER NOW!
Early registration (through April 1):

$35 per person

16170 Manastash Road,
Ellensburg, WA 98926

• Have fun in a
 beautiful setting!
• Learn new skills!
• Meet the ERT 

community!

UMCOR 
trained instructors 
will teach ERT Basic, Refresher and 

Advanced ERT classes.  

Friday evening, the Spring Training team will 
offer a full schedule of weekend classes.
Current ERT badge holders and those 

interested in refreshing their ERT badge will 
enjoy rotating through classes including:

• Wildfire Relief
• Safety Officer 

Training

• Spiritual Care
• Muck Out
 Deep Dive

• Hands-On Chainsaw Training

The Basic ERT Training will be all day 
Saturday for those new to the program and 
include Friday night and Sunday classes.
The trainings wrap up by Sunday noon.

Contact Kathy Bryson,
PNWUMC ERT Coordinator to register:

pnwumcert@gmail.com or call (509) 539-2978.
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News Now

Connecting with stories making headlines
from the UMC into April.

For more information on this year’s AC, visit greaternw.org/ac2017.

In 2017, the Oregon-Idaho and Pacific Northwest Conferences of 
The United Methodist Church will meet together in a shared annual conference session.

Red Lion on the River – Jantzen Beach
909 N Hayden Island Dr, Portland, OR 97217June 14-17, 2017

A special discounted group rate at the Red Lion on the River - Jantzen Beach,
is $159/night plus tax for king or double queen guest rooms. Reserve a room today!

Make it a promise to stay connected by signing up for 
these e-publications from our connection!

The Seattle District Newsletter
of The United Methodist Church.

Contact Sabrina Venture,
seadist@pnwumc.org to subscribe.

The Inland District Newsletter
of The United Methodist Church.

Contact Kyle Franklin,
inland@pnwumc.org to subscribe.

The Seven Rivers District Newsletter
of The United Methodist Church.

Contact Kyle Franklin,
sevenrivers@pnwumc.org to subscribe.

Cross Connection The Inland Steeples Lifestreams Newsletter
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-From a client and resident

“The high school fencing crew was phenomenal.
(We) did 4.5 miles and was able to move cows 

Saturday. I’m happy for the help.”

By ROSALEE MOHNEY | Photos by ANDY O’DONNELL

ou may have seen or 
heard this phrase several 
times during the past year. 

It has become a rallying cry 
for The Pacific Northwest 

Conference as we continue our support 
of the Rebuild: Up from the Ashes project 
following the wildfires of 2014 and 2015 in 
the Okanogan area of Washington State. 
The powerful phrase originated with Jim 
Truitt, the UMVIM Early Response Teams 
Coordinator.

The PNW Conference has responded 
to the Rebuild appeal to help build homes 
for the survivors of the wildfires with 
donations of money and hundreds of 
United Methodists have volunteered time 
and skills. It is to be celebrated that during 
2016, over 240 volunteers volunteered 
their time to the Rebuild. The volunteers 
came from every corner of The PNW 
Conference plus several places in the 
Western Jurisdiction – all coming together 
to help individuals or families have a home 
once again. These volunteers represented 
20 churches and several churches 
supported more than one team. Other 
faith-based groups volunteered as well – 
it is an ecumenical project and all were 
there to Help Some People! 

About 30 homes have been funded and 
built or are under construction. As the next 
phase of the home rebuilding plan moves 
forward, volunteer teams continue to be 
needed for this important work. Donations 
of money are essential! United Methodist 
Churches across the Conference are 
being asked to reach out to their members 
and others in their communities to help 
restore the hope and stability to those who 
are still without a home. Rebuild plans 
are in place; there are people needing a 
home; it is up to us as United Methodists 
to step up to the plate and help. In this 
time of Easter and the rebirth of spring, let 
us help give those who have survived so 
much, the opportunity of rebirth, also.

There are other ways that volunteers 
can help with the Recovery Effort. Two 
areas of special needs are fencing 
and landscaping. The wildfires burned 
approximately 1,000 miles of fencing. 
Why is fencing so critical? The Okanogan 
Country is home to cattle-ranches. Fences 
are needed to help protect pasture land 
and keep cattle within specific grazing 
areas, for example. One cattle rancher 
reported that about 300 miles of fencing 
was damaged on his property. Fencing 
is a very real aspect of the livelihood of a 

Not only do we have needs in the hundreds of thousand for miles for cattle 
fencing to maintain our cattle economy in the valley, we also need horse 

corral, goat, hog and deer fencing for other farming needs.

cattle rancher and his family. 
Another more specialized area 

needing volunteers is landscaping around 
a new home. However, this is more than 
creating a yard with shrubbery. This is 
helping to design the space around a 
home making it more defensible from the 
threat of a wildfire. It is important these 
new homes incorporate new techniques 
to accomplish this as many of these 
homes are off the grid and not within 
an easy reach of fire trucks! Let’s help 
someone have a safer home!

For additional information or an inquiry 
about how to volunteer, contact Rosalee 

Mohney, Wildfires UMVIM Coordinator, 
at 206-870-1456 or rmohney@comcast.
net. Donations can be designated for 
the Rebuild by using Advance Number 
#352. Send your gift through your local 
church or directly to the Treasurer’s Office, 
PNWUMC, P.O. Box 13650, Des Moines, 
WA 98198.

Let’s Go Help Some People! 

Rosalee Mohney serves as the UMVIM 
Coordinator for Wildfires and Co-Lay 

Leader for the Seattle District.

“Let’s Go Help Some People!”

Let’s Go Help Some People!

 Special thanks to Jessica Martin, a Disaster Case Manager
for the Okanogan County Long Term Recovery Group.

Carlene Anders, Rosalee Mohney and Marilyn Hoff tour the Okanogan County 
area to view how much damage was done after the Washington Wildfires.

(Left) an array of scorched trees 
from the Washington Wildfires 
line a highway. (Right) Currently, 
there is a demand for teams to 
repair broken fences to protect 
cattle. Contact Rosalee Mohney 
for more information, rmohney@
comcast.net.

News Now
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“I was in her youth group at Mason.”
“She married a local boy from Satsop.”

“Mary Ann officiated at our wedding at Orchards.”
“When our pastor was away, she used a video of Mary Ann for the sermon.”
“In Wenatchee at the Conference UMW Annual Meeting in 1990 she showed 

wooden and toy camels in her keynote address.”
“I went to her Episcopal Celebration send off in Wenatchee in 1992.”

These moments of reflection were shared with me over the last several 
months as we welcome Bishop Mary Ann Swenson to this year’s Mission u! 
Swenson will serve as an all-school study leader at Mission u July 14-17, 2017. 

She will bring her wide experience of the Connectional UMC, having 
served on the General Boards of Global Ministries and Discipleship as well as 
President of the General Council of Finance and Administration, to the topic 
of “Missionary Conferences”. The past, present and future of Alaska, Red Bird 
and Oklahoma Conferences will be explored. Men, women and youth are all 
invited to Mission u, a joint venture of UMW and Global Ministries. Get to Know 
Our Speakers! (see page 11) 

Everyone will be part of Bishop Mary Ann Swenson’s class and then choose 
either “Living as a Covenant Community” or Climate Justice as an elective.

Scholarships are available, especially for first timers, youth and young 
adults. Van pooling and shuttle service again available. 

Register for Mission u online!
bit.ly/reg-missionu-2017

Please contact the registrar if you need assistance registering online

BEFORE MAY 31
Fulltime: $300.00 Weekender: $255.00 Commuter: $200.00

AFTER MAY 31
Add $20

Bishop Mary Ann Returns
to The PNW for Mission u

By JOAN HACKETT | Photo by JESSE N. LOVE

Bishop Mary Ann Swenson addresses the 
2012 Western Jurisdictional Conference 

during Opening Worship.

he lightning-caused 
Carlton Complex fires 
in August 2014 and the 
Okanogan Complex 
Fires in August 2015 
burned approximately 
870 square miles of 
Okanogan, Chelan and 

Douglas Counties.
More than 420 homes were destroyed, 

with at least 66 of those under-insured 
or uninsured. To date, volunteers 
coordinated through the Okanogan Long-
Term Recovery Group have completed 
23 replacement homes and are working 

The Carlton Complex and Okanogan Complex Fires
By KATIE & RICK LARSON

on an additional seven, The goal is to 
complete those by July 2017.

OLTRG hopes to build an additional 15 
homes in a third phase of the effort. United 
Methodist Rebuild: Up from the Ashes 
is trying to raise $540,000 to build six of 
those. The small two-bedroom homes, 
built with fire-resistant concrete composite 
siding, are expected to cost about $90,000 
each.

So far, approximately $776,625 in cash 
and in-kind donations have helped fire 

victims get back into homes. Volunteers 
from United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission, Mennonite Disaster Service, 
Christian Public Service, North Creek 
Presbyterian Church, Brethren Disaster 
Ministries, Dawn Patrol Bethel Church, 
Western Anabaptist Mission Service and 
Amish have partnered to build homes.

Meanwhile, fire victims continue to 
live in loaned camper trailers, in friends’ 
homes, in churches and temporary 12’ x 
16’ sheds without insulation, electricity or 
water. 

Follow PNW UMVIM on Facebook for 
more info: fb.com/umvim.pnwumc 

News Now
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n January 24, 2015 King 
County Councilmember 
Rod Dembowski along 
with members of his staff 
and a US military veteran 

participated in One Night Count. They 
strolled through the Aurora Corridor in 
Shoreline, Wash. and encountered eight 
individuals sheltered in their automobiles. 
According to Dembowski, 220 children 
in the Shoreline school district are 
“homeless or unstably housed” and 
sheltered veterans amounted to 2,200 with 
a “growing net” of 60 every month.

Dembowski served as one of several 
speakers welcoming everyone to the 
grand opening of Ronald Commons, a 
new living community established on 
the grounds of Ronald United Methodist 
Church in Shoreline. Around 250 people, 
including the members of Ronald UMC, 
listened to speakers, reflected on the 
journey, and took a tour of the new digs.

Ronald Commons features 60 living 
units and welcomes low-income families, 
veterans, disabled persons, and young 
children. Along with living spaces, the 
Commons has many features to help 
stabilize and empower families out of 
poverty; it has a food bank that has 
the look, feel and functionality of an 
everyday grocery store. It also has 
rooms for adult educational programming 
including financial counseling and a small 
playground for children.

Ronald UMC
ronaldumc.org

Compass Housing 
Alliance
compasshousingalliance.org

Hopelink
hopelink.org

“Twenty-Four-Seven 
Church Hospitality”
bit.ly/lwumc-247

“Ronald Commons: 
Partnering to Bridge the 
Sacred and the Secular”
bit.ly/rc-groundbreaking

Veterans Human 
Services Levy
bit.ly/veterans-levy

House Bill 1987 - 2017-18
bit.ly/hb-1987

Ronald Commons housing provides 
stability, exit out of poverty in Shoreline

Janet Pope, CEO of Compass Housing 
Alliance, shares, “…14 months ago, this 
was an underutilized piece of property. 
Today, we embrace hope.” Ronald 
Commons was developed primarily 
through a three-way partnership between 
Ronald UMC and social service networks 
Compass and Hopelink. “Staff will 
strategize each individual to overcome 
hardship and trauma. (We are) pulling 
together talent and resources for the most 
vulnerable,” shares Pope.

During the grand opening, the Rev. 
Kelly Dahlman-Oeth recognized the 
work of his predecessor, the Rev. Paula 
McCutcheon who was at the forefront 
with her then congregation in developing 
this movement for affordable housing on 
the grounds of the Church over the last 5 
years. McCutcheon could not make it to 
the ceremony because of the changing 
event date due to a recent snowstorm and 
a scheduled family appointment.

Dahlman-Oeth has described “Phase 
2” as a time for “building relationships 
and community”. During his previous 
appointment at Lake Washington UMC, 
he and his congregation stood with the 
homeless by having its church doors 
open 24/7 to Camp Unity Eastside and 
a safe parking program for those living 
inside their vehicles. Dahlman-Oeth will 
continue his work at Ronald UMC living 
the vision that “all should be fed, all should 
be housed, and all should be welcomed.” 

Currently, Ronald UMC hosts weekly 
dinners for the community with Dale 
Turner YMCA and other churches in the 
Shoreline community.

“With courage, compassion and true 
grit, Ronald UMC gave itself away for 
the love of Christ’s greater community,” 
shares the Rev. Rich Lang, Seattle District 
Superintendent of The PNW Conference. 
“I look forward to seeing how the church 
will connect relationally with its new 
neighbors. It is a model that I hope several 
other churches will duplicate.”

As rooms fill and community grows in 
this place, the partnership of Compass 
Housing Alliance, Hopelink, and Ronald 
United Methodist Church will continue to 
combat the challenges of homelessness 
through affordable housing, case 
management, access to employment 
resources, and feeding the bodies & 
spirits of those in the city of Shoreline. 

Ronald Commons’ grand opening
was on February 17, 2017.

Special thanks to the Revs. Kelly Dahlman-
Oeth, Paula McCutcheon, and Rich Lang. 
Also thanks to Darrell Bulmer, Paul Purcell, 

Jan Laskey, Deb Burkhart, Mayor Chris 
Roberts, and Josephine Wong. 

Jesse N. Love serves as the graphic 
designer & print manager for the 

PNWUMC.

By JESSE N. LOVE

Lauren Thomas (Hopelink), 
Janet Pope (Compass 
Housing Alliance), Pastor Kelly 
Dahlman-Oeth (Ronald UMC), 
Councilmember Rod Dembowski 
(King County Council), and 
Mayor Chris Roberts cut a 
banner “ribbon” during the grand 
opening of Ronald Commons in 
Shoreline, Wash.

For more photos, visit
bit.ly/photos-ronald-
commons.
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ast Spring, I had the opportunity to meet 
and share a meal with Claudine “Blessing” 
Kasongo, a young woman who was 
raised in the Jamaa Letu orphanage in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

Jamaa Letu is a ministry of The 
Pacific Northwest Conference of 
The United Methodist Church in 

partnership with the South Congo Episcopal Area. 
Between the girls and boys orphanages, there 
are about 70 children who call Jamaa Letu home. 
These children are ours; Blessing Kasongo is ours.

Webster defines the word “orphan” as a child 
deprived by death of one or usually both parents. 
I was 54 years old before I became an “orphan.” 
As many of you may have experienced, it comes 
with heartbreaking grief and an unsettling sense of 
displacement in the world. Blessing experienced 
this when she was nine years old and was the only 
one of 5 siblings who found refuge at Jamaa Letu.

Her story is at once heartbreaking and 
triumphant: she’s the first child of Jamaa Letu to 
graduate from college; she speaks six languages 
today including English which she taught herself 
as a child by watching “Barney” videos in the 
orphanage; she shared that she wanted to 
learn English so she could communicate with 
the volunteers and representatives from our 
Conference who would come; she wanted to 
personally thank them for saving her. So profound 
was her gratitude that she wanted to express it 
herself and not through an interpreter.

There were many parts of her story that moved 
and inspired me as I talked with her. The most 

By MELISSA RALSTON | Photo by JESSE N. LOVE

Claudine “Blessing” Kasongo receives a Certificate of Achievement from the Rev. Jon Short during the 
Congo Zambia Dinner at General Conference 2016 in Portland, Ore.

A Child Prays for You
humbling was when she shared that the children 
of Jamaa Letu pray for us. Let that sink in for a 
moment. Children who have lost everything, whose 
safety and stability are dependent on the people and 
churches of The Pacific Northwest Conference, are 
lifting us to the Lord in prayer. 

In America, we celebrate Mother’s Day. It was 
around that time, last year, when I met Blessing 
Kasongo. Since I lost my own mother 7 years ago, 
Mother’s Day has been bittersweet. They don’t 
have Mothers Day in the Congo, but I know that the 
orphans of Jamaa Letu feel that emptiness every day. 

Imagine the difference we could make if this 
year for Mothers Day, instead of flowers or candy 
or other gifts, a donation was made in honor or 
memory of our mothers to the orphaned children of 
Jamaa Letu.

I was once given a cross that was placed around 
my neck with the words “Christ is counting on you.” 
In fact, Christ is counting on each of us and so are 
the children of Jamaa Letu. May we be the literal 
answer to their prayers. 

Please make a donation if you are able, preferably 
through your local United Methodist Church. You 
may also send your gift to the PNW Conference 
Treasurer at P.O. Box 13650, Des Moines WA 

98198, please indicate in the memo line: HFCA 
(Hope for the Children of Africa) or Jamaa Letu 

Orphanages.

Melissa Ralston is a member of the
Bishop’s Task Force:

Hope for the Children of Africa.

Ronald UMC
ronaldumc.org

Compass Housing 
Alliance
compasshousingalliance.org

Hopelink
hopelink.org

“Twenty-Four-Seven 
Church Hospitality”
bit.ly/lwumc-247

“Ronald Commons: 
Partnering to Bridge the 
Sacred and the Secular”
bit.ly/rc-groundbreaking

Veterans Human 
Services Levy
bit.ly/veterans-levy

House Bill 1987 - 2017-18
bit.ly/hb-1987
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ince retiring three years ago, 
Joan and I have been visiting 
a variety of churches for 
worship, both United Methodist 
and other denominations, and 
both in our community and 

others. Following are a few observations 
that hopefully may help pastors and 
congregations as they seek to welcome the 
stranger in their midst, especially when that 
person ventures into worship.

Even as seasoned churchgoers, it 
still comes as a challenge to go into a 
new sanctuary, whether in a traditional 
setting, in a school gym, outdoors, or 
elsewhere. As we walk in how are we 
greeted (or not)? In a minority of places 
we have visited we have been greeted at 
the door by a variety of people and given a 
bulletin, and in a few of those we have had 
someone ask us if we were visiting, living 
in the community, or on vacation.

No one has ever asked us to fill out a 
visitor’s book. In some churches there are 
forms to fill out in the pew if we can find 
them! Sadly in the majority of churches, 
the greeting at the door is very cool, 
rarely are we asked if we are visiting (and 
sometimes even when the pastor is at 
the door), and sometimes we are given a 
bulletin and sometimes we discover one 
on a table at the back of the sanctuary. 
Very, very, rarely are we given a church 
newsletter. And in a few cases there have 
been people in the entrance area but 
no-one saying welcome! We have often 
wondered why visitors/strangers return to 
some churches, or maybe they don’t and 
we report declining numbers!

So now we have passed the 
“welcoming committee” and are on our 
way into the sanctuary. Dilemma – where 
do we sit? No one shows us to a seat, and 
never are we introduced to someone to 
sit by. As we take a seat we notice other 
people sitting near where we are but 
rarely does anyone speak to the strangers 
– are we giving off negative vibes? In one 
church, a lady told us we were sitting in 
her seat. Another church where there 

were about 150 in worship, a lady sitting 
in the row in front of us turned to us before 
the service started and engaged us in a 
welcoming conversation. She had joined 
that church some years before at a time 
of personal distress and had felt very 
welcomed and so her ministry was to 
welcome the stranger.

At another city center church (in New 
Zealand) we were the only white couple 
among about 200 worshippers. Again one 
lady welcomed us warmly and told us they 
were having a potluck after the service and 
we were invited to that. After the service 
she made a bee line towards us and took 
us to the potluck, introduced us to others 
and told us as visitors we were there as 
guests and had to go first in the food line.

By contrast at one of our local churches 
we were there on homecoming Sunday 
and in the announcement we heard they 
were having a potluck that day in their 
fellowship hall. No one told us where that 
was and after searching we found it in the 
basement and took our seats at a table 
with another couple who were also visiting 
that day. The only other person who sat 
with us was the pastor who had just come 
to that church. Which church would you 
return to, and which one do you think fitted 
the norm and which was the exception?

I heard recently about a lady who 
visited a church in the south during the 
summer when it was very hot. The church 
did not have air conditioning but gave 
out fans to the worshipers. By the time 
this lady arrived she was not offered one 
(maybe they had all been given out). 
During the announcements the pastor 
introduced her as the new DS, and the 
person sitting by her turned to her and 
said if she had known who she was she 
would have given her, her fan(!).

How does the stranger know what to do 
when the service starts? Sit, stand, kneel, 
use a hymnbook, watch the screen, etc.? 
What is “Holy Communion,” “Eucharist?” 
Can the stranger partake or is it only for 
the initiated, and if they can partake what 
are they to do? What if I am a recovering 

alcoholic, gluten intolerant?
And when it comes to “sharing the 

peace” do I/we just sit, stand, walk around 
or what? Frequently one or two people 
may say good morning to the stranger(s) 
and then everyone seems to connect 
with people they know. And why is it that 
most people only speak to the stranger(s) 
after the pastor, or the person leading the 
service tells them to do so (!)

Again we reflect: We have often 
wondered why visitors/strangers return to 
some churches, or maybe they don’t and 
we report declining numbers! How can we 
be more welcoming and help strangers to 
not only feel welcomed but comfortable in 
worship?

We need greeters at all services whose 
major role is to welcome the stranger, 
make sure they received a bulletin, and if 
available a church newsletter, ask them to 
fill out the visitor’s book and/or explain how 
the visitors pad in the pew works, explain 
they can sit where they want or guide them 
to a seat, and maybe introduce them to 
someone near where they will be sitting. 
And if a stranger sits by you welcome 
that person and don’t assume someone 
else has already done it. At the end of the 
service if there is coffee or a meal, then 
you go with the stranger and introduce 
them to others. And let us “pass the peace” 
liturgically as the Early Church did.

The stranger has taken a big step in 
going to an unknown place to engage 
in an activity (worship) that may also 
be strange. It is not that person’s job to 
now connect with those who go there 
every week. It is the task of the regular 
worshippers to connect with the stranger 
and help her/him feel welcomed. Explain 
where the restrooms are; be sensitive to 
disability and other issues. 

Also read: “Do Not Be Bound by the Past” 
at The PNW News Blog:
bit.ly/welcome-part2.

The Rev. Keith Hackett is a retired clergy 
person in the PNWUMC.

Welcoming
the Stranger

By THE REV. KEITH HACKETT
Photos by JESSE N. LOVE
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By THE REV. PAUL GRAVES
Photos by JESSE N. LOVE, WIKIPEDIA

ne of the 
operating 
principles of 
Richard Rohr’s 
Center for 

Action and Contemplation 
are these wise words: The 
best criticism of the bad is the 
practice of the better! I’ve tried 
to live that way without having 
those words to remind me. 
Now I can’t get them out of my 
head (or heart).

I’m confident that if you 
are like most of us, you find 
plenty of reasons to criticize 
something or someone. We 
live in very grouchy times and 
at so many levels today. If it 
isn’t about getting older, it’s 
about our family or someone 
in our church, or politics at 
many levels…or something 
else entirely.

As I said, we live in grouchy 
times when it’s almost “the 
fashion” to complain. Our 
pains, real or imagined, radiate 
from our wounded spirits to 
whomever is in the way.

So how do you remind 
yourself there is so much more 
than transmitting your pain…
or your suffering? Do you ever 
remind yourself to “practice the 
better”? What a concept for a 
Jesus-follower to consider!

We can so easily clench 
our fists in passive-aggressive 
frustration. Or we can 
unclench our fists to reach out 
to others in pain.

I receive an electronic 
newsletter called GraceTalks. 
It is written by Philip Gulley, a 
Quaker pastor from Indiana 
and an excellent storyteller. A 
recent meditation contained 
this story, one that brings great 
insight for a church person 
who wants to “practice the 
better”:

“I was talking with a young 
man a few weeks ago and he 

Practicing
the Better

was complaining about his 
church and thought maybe he 
would start attending here. So 
I said to him, ‘Why don’t you 
like your church?’ He said, ‘I’m 
not being spiritually fed there.’ 
Have you ever heard someone 
say that? I’m not being 
“spiritually fed.” I hate that 
phrase with a red-hot intensity.

As soon as he said that...I 
asked him, ‘Well, are you 

eating more than once a 
week?’ He said, ‘What do you 
mean?’ Well, if you’re only 
eating once a week, I can see 
why you wouldn’t be spiritually 
fed. What are you doing the 
rest of the week?’

Nothing, as it turned 
out, which explained his 
malnourishment. I don’t care 
how good a spiritual feast a 
church sets out on Sunday 

morning, if we only eat once 
a week, we’re going to be 
spiritually famished.

It made me think of spiritual 
sustenance, and I wondered to 
myself if he was reading good 
books, or helping others, or 
spending time in meditation, 
or praying, or discussing 
important matters, and thinking 
lofty thoughts.

Was he caring for the poor, 
or visiting the lonely? Was 
he spending time in nature, 
sharing meals with friends, 
devoting time to the people 
he loved, reading the Bible, 
associating with people who 
looked and thought differently 
from himself?

Did he have a passion for 
justice? Was he nurturing 
the next generation? Was 
he making it a point to be 
inspired by something grand 
and beautiful each day? Did 
he practice gentleness of heart 
and endeavor to live at peace 
with everyone? 

Because I must say, 
everyone who does those 
things regularly and faithfully 
will never say, ‘I am not being 
spiritually fed.’ They will sit 
down daily at a spiritual feast.” 
(GraceTalks Newsletter, 3/3/17)

A young man was the 
subject of this story. But 
I have heard persons of 
all ages say virtually the 
same thing, and have to 
admit to a spiritual diet 
almost guaranteed to be 
malnourishing. Just a quick 
question to end this reflection: 
How you practice the better 
when it comes to your own 
spirit? 

The Rev. Paul Graves serves 
as the chair for the Conference 

Council on Older Adult 
Ministries.

A young man was the subject of this 
story. But I have heard persons of all 
ages say virtually the same thing, and 
have to admit to a spiritual diet almost 

guaranteed to be malnourishing.
How you practice the better when it 

comes to your own spirit?

Be sure to like “Older Adult Ministries of the PNW” on Facebook!

bi
t.l

y/
co

nv
er

sa
tio

n_
ta

bl
e



Channels 10210 Calendar

No
te

: E
ve

nt
s 

on
 th

is 
ca

le
nd

ar
 m

ay
 h

av
e 

be
en

 a
dd

ed
 o

r r
em

ov
ed

 fr
om

 th
e 

tim
e 

of
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n.
 F

or
 a

n 
up

da
te

d 
ca

le
nd

ar
, 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
lo

ca
l c

hu
rc

h 
ev

en
ts

, v
is

it 
w

w
w

.p
nw

um
c.

or
g/

ca
le

nd
ar

.

APRIL 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2 3 4
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

5 6 7 8
• Joint PNW & OR-ID 

Extension Ministers 
Gathering @ 
Vancouver: First UMC

• Threshold Event: Meet 
Bishop Stanovsky @ 
Moses Lake UMC

9 10 11 12 13 14
• Good Friday (The 

Conference Office is 
CLOSED.)

15

16
• Easter

17 18 19 20

• AC 2017 Session 
Planning Meeting @ 
PNWUMC

21 22

23 24
• Vancouver – District 

Committee on 
Ministry @ PNWUMC

25 26
• Safety Advocate 

Webinar (Online)

27
• Seattle District 

Committee on 
Ministry @ PNWUMC

28 29

• CLM – Cycle 
B – Sacramental 
Theology and 
Worship (Eastside) @ 
PNWUMC

• Lay Servant Ministries 
Training – Leading 
Public Prayer @ 
Renton: First UMC

• Inland District 
Gathering @ Audubon 
Park UMC

30 1 2 3 4 5 6

• PNW United Methodist Women Spiritual 
Retreat @ Lazy F

• PNW United 
Methodist Women 
Spiritual Retreat @ 
Lazy F

• The Call Young Adult Retreat @ Lazy F

• The Call Young 
Adult Retreat @ 
Lazy F

• CCOYM Meeting @ Simpson UMC

• Early Response Team (ERT) Spring 
Training @ Lazy F

• CCOYM Meeting 
@ Simpson UMC

• Early Response 
Team (ERT) Spring 
Training @ Lazy F

• Greater Northwest Area Cabinet @ OR-ID Conference Office

MAY 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 1 2 3
• Multiplying Ministries 

@ PNWUMC

4 5
• CLM – Cycle 

B – Sacramental 
Theology and 
Worship (westside) @ 
PNWUMC

6
• Seattle District – 

Project Rebuild 
Fundraiser @ 
Bellevue: First UMC

7 8 9 10 11
• AC 2017 Session 

Planning Meeting @ 
PNWUMC

12 13

14 15 16
• Board of 

Congregational 
Development @ 
PNWUMC

17 18 19 20
• Conference 

Council on Young 
Adult Ministries @ 
PNWUMC

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29

• Memorial Day (The 
Conference Office is 
Closed.)

30 31 1 2 3

• Seven Rivers DCOM @ Prosser UMC

• United Methodist Seminar @ Church Center for the United Nations

• Greater NW Area Cabinet @ PNWUMC

• CONVO 2017 @ University of Puget Sound

• CONVO 2017 
@ University of 
Puget Sound



For  Men,  Women and Young People  

The Missionary 
Conferences 

Bishop Mary Ann Swenson 

Living as a Covenant Community 
Rev. Neal Christie 

Assistant General Secretary for Education & 
Leadership Formation  GBC & S 

Janjay Innis 

Global Ministries Global Mission Fellow 
Coordinator Atlanta 

Rev. Dr. Denise Honeycutt 

Executive Director for the Center for Mission 
Innovation 

Climate Justice 
Rev. Pat Watkins 

UM Missionary for the Care of God’s Creation  

July 14-17, 2017 
Central Washington University 

Ellensburg, WA 

A Cooperative Venture of the PNW UMW and the Conference Board of Global Ministries 

Youth Study: The Missionary 
Conferences 

Rev. Christopher Gudger-Raines 

Amanda Hutchinson 

Joan Hackett, Dean 

revkeithjoan@hotmail.com 

 

Amanda Hutchinson, Registrar 

amhutchinson13@gmail.com 

Register online now! 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mission-u-

2017-tickets-27244496021 

(Please contact Registrar if you need 
assistance registering online) 

Before May 31 (Add $20 after May 31): 

Fulltime: $300.00 

Weekender: $255.00 

Commuter: $200.00 
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Organization
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The monthly, award-winning publication of
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The United Methodist Church

ove the outdoors and want to be 
a part of a ministry that develops 
disciples in God’s creation? 
Camping & Retreat ministries 

wants every church to 
designate a camping 
representative! 

Review the job description here: 
bit.ly/pnwcamps-rep

DESCRIPTION 2017

1. GOAL/MISSION 
Our camping ministries mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. It is the mission of the Camp Representative to educate your church about the 
opportunities our camps have to offer.  

2. RESPONSIBILITIES 
     A. Walking Infomercial:
 i. The Camp Representative serves as a constant spokesperson in their church community  
    of our camps – informing audiences of what, where, when, how, and why of our camps.
    B. Feedback Gatherer:
 i. The Camp Representative serves as the eyes and ears in the congregation—helping
             to discover ministry needs, and provide congregational feedback to the conference of
             camping programs and services.
    C. Content Pusher and Event Coordinator:
 i. The Camp Representative will serve as Poster-Putter-Upper, Brochure-Placer, and 
             Digital-Media-Pusher. 
 ii. Coordinate with church leaders to put on events. This is not required, but would be 
              helpful.  (Event ideas listed below)

3. RESOURCES
     A. There will be a variety of resources available on-line to help you set up an event or to assist 
         in the Camp Representative role: www.pnwcamps.org/recources  (coming soon)

4. CHURCH EVENT IDEAS
    A. Camp Sunday: 
 i. Set up an after church event with food and information about camp. Have someone     
             speak about our camps (this could be you, or someone that you appoint to speak). This 
    event could also act as a fundraiser for camperships. Make sure to advertise a few weeks 
   before the event: ask the church to advertise the event either with an announcement, in 
   the bulletin, or through social media.
    B. Education Hour: 
 i. Put together a presentation for the adult education hour. Set up a panel of people Q&A 
    style or do a presentation yourself. Interact with the congregation (perhaps have them 
    split into groups and have them do a challenge). This model could also work if your 
    church has a mid-week program. MORE ON PAGE 2.

Become a Camping
Representative!

Stories 
from Our 

Sacred 
Sites!
amping & Retreat Ministries of The Pacific Northwest 
Conference has several stories from our Sacred Sites: 
Indianola, Lazy F, Ocean Park, and Twinlow!
Check out pnwcamps.org/blog!

Special thanks to Pam Murphy and Alan Rogstad.For more info, contact Kristina Gonzalez or Patrick Ferguson.

Deadline for Submissions: Received by April 10, 2017
Grant Period: May 2017 to April 2018

Beyond the Doors, Mission Field Engagement

New Life, Vital and Growing Ethnic
and Linguistic Faith Communities

View now: bit.ly/cem-grants

Commission on Ethnic 
Ministries announces 
two grant programs


