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Call the Sabbath a delight. But call it something we 
need to take seriously. Keeping Sabbath is about hope and 
renewal for our faith community.

That was the overarching theme of the opening worship 
of the 2016 Pacific Northwest Annual Conference Sessions’ 
message Friday morning, June 24 in Puyallup, Wash. Bishop 
Grant J. Hagiya of The Greater Northwest Area presented 
the sermon, thanking many in the Northwest area for 
being on the front lines of hospitality, Hagiya shared that 
his contemporaries expressed that General Conference 
2016 was the most hospitable they experienced.

Hagiya did share some of the known challenges of 
General Conference 2016. The lengthy time legislating 
through difficult issues began taking a toll on delegates 

Opening Worship: A Return to Joy and Fun
By Jesse N. Love with Scott Klepach, Jr. | Photos by Aaron Pazan
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and attendees, which prompted Bishop Hagiya to coin 
the term, “Therefore Go…Home” – a variation on the 
conference’s theme that was met with laughter from the 
crowd.

“You can’t legislate your way out of great problems,” 
added Hagiya

The Greater Northwest Area consists of three annual 
conferences (Alaska, Oregon-Idaho, Pacific Northwest). 
It has the largest square footprint in the Church. But, by 
coming together and sharing resources, the strengths of 
laity and clergy are shared across the Area. Bishop Hagiya 
reassured the Conference that a merger with another 
Conference is not being planned, 
but recognized we are still working 

Bishop Grant Hagiya of The Greater Northwest Area 
preaches during Opening Worship and illustrates the 
current state of our Annual Conference, The Ministry 
Fund Drive, and a move towards joy and fun for The 
United Methodist Church.

Tacoma Kalevaria Sunday School Choir presented 
special music for the prelude of Opening Worship.

Neal Sharpe and Jacque Salmons lead inspirational 
music during Opening Worship.
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together in ways that are remarkable.
For instance, the Ministry Fund 

Drive has concluded even as there 
is still time to donate. That drive 
established and expanded the 
Tuell Center and the starting of 
new churches. The Tuell Center will 
continue to serve the entire Greater 
Northwest Area, with the possibility 
of extending out into the Western 
Jurisdiction. The Greater Northwest 
Area leads the jurisdiction in creating 
14 new church starts with 10 of those 
based in The Pacific Northwest.

The Imagine No Malaria campaign 
is another example of successes from 
the Ministry Fund Drive. Julia Frisbie 
was recognized for her charisma and 
positivity which helped guide the 
INM campaign to exceed its goal of 
reaching the $1 million mark in the 
Area (with over $500,000 coming from 
The PNW Conference.) 

Even with all of these programs 
and ministries in place and 
evolving, Bishop Hagiya said we are 
encouraged to embrace Sabbath 
through three avenues: Resting, 
Rejoicing, and Returning.

RESTING
Fatigue has set in as leadership 

has pushed hard to innovate in 
their ministry. Bishop Hagiya 
acknowledged that with much hard 
work going into our various ministries, 
he in his position has pushed many of 
those he works with to exhaustion. 
Citing Walter Brueggemann’s book, 

Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to 
the Culture of Now, Bishop Hagiya 
talked about how we are doing more 
with no end in sight, and he came to a 
realization.

“I am Pharoah,” he lamented, by 
pushing staff and leadership to the 
point of exhaustion. “You’re killing 
us, Bishop,” Hagiya continued, 
paraphrasing sentiments of one staff 
member and acknowledging that 
this demanding schedule cannot be 
sustained. He added that it is difficult 
to think of oneself as Pharoah, though 
he said he had to come to terms with 
the consequences of his actions. 

Hagiya announced a change of 
direction – Rest. “It’s time to set a 
more sustainable schedule. Sabbath 
is one way,” but on an intentional and 
continual basis for cabinet, clergy, 
staff, and laity. 

REJOICING
Hagiya encouraged us to rejoice 

and to have joy and to make our 
Christian lives fun-filled. “If you are 
not having fun at your church, you 
are not living into the fullness of this 
Christian life. Have joy!” 
 
RETURNING

Bishop Hagiya continued his 
message with a focus on Returning. 
Hagiya shared that we are to restore 
justice, repair church systems, and 
become better architects of church 
paradigms. “It is on us. This is our 
church.”

He then asked if we are being 
faithful and suggested that we are 
not. However, even though we are all 
falling short of being what God wants 
us to be, in working towards our goals 
we make God smile.

Bishop Hagiya then addressed the 
question of his returning to serve in 
the PNW. In the midst of speculation, 
he shared that the decision is on 
the Western Jurisdiction’s Episcopal 
Committee, which will convene in July, 
but more so it is God’s decision. If we 
are to be faithful to God, each of us 
must accept the decision to be made.

After Hagiya’s message, the body 
shared special prayers: for those who 
fish this land, for Japanese-Americans 
who were sent to these grounds to 
be interned, for mass shooters, for 
those in trouble, for the world and its 
leaders, for peace, and for leaders in 
mission.

Today’s offering was dedicated to 
mission in Honduras, an area affected 
by economic and social challenges. 

Watch Bishop Hagiya’s Opening 
Worship message here: bit.ly/ac2016-
openingworship

Jesse Love serves as the Graphic 
Designer and Print Manager for 
the PNWUMC. Scott Klepach, Jr. 
serves as the youth director for 

Yakima: Wesley UMC. Aaron Pazan 
is a student at Central Washington 

University and attends Bothell UMC.
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One of my favorite things 
about Annual Conference is 
working with the pages and 
youth delegates. This year we have 
a large group. We all know what our 
pages do, but what about the youth 
members? Well, they are youth, who 
have applied to be voting members of 
Annual Conference. I sat down with 
them today to get their thoughts on 
their experience. Fun fact: we can 
have up to two delegates per district. 
This year we have 10! YAY! 

This is more than we’ve had in 
the past few years. I asked why they 
decided to give up their first weekend 
of the summer to come to Annual 
Conference - and their answers 
ranged from wanting to make a 
difference to responding to General 
Conference. 

These youth are so very passionate 
about earth care, understanding 
what’s happening with the larger 
church body, and rights for the 
LGBTQI community. They are eager to 
share their perspectives and believe 
their opinions matter. I asked what 
they were worried about before 
coming here and the biggest fear was, 
that because they were young, their 
voice would be ignored. They said the 
number one misconception adults had 
here at Annual Conference is that all 
youth are pages. 

Our youth give of their time just as 
we adults do; they care deeply about 
the issues we are discussing and 

Annual Conference Sessions:
Where are the youth?

they want to bring back what they’ve 
learned to their home churches, 
their districts, and all the youth in 
our Conference. They want to keep 
the momentum going around these 
issues, and want to see the changes 
and hard work being done at Annual 
Conference realized throughout all 
the churches. 

Our youth are ready to join in these 
discussions, ready to do the work, 
and eager to be part of the decision-
making. Of the 10 youth members 
two of them are returning, four of 
them were pages in previous years, 
and six are completely new to Annual 
Conference. These are articulate, 
kind, giving youth, and they are willing 
to discuss different perspectives, 
willing to learn from the adults in the 

room, and willing to speak up even 
when they are nervous. 

If you see a youth, I encourage 
you to reach out to them, introduce 
yourself, and ask them about their 
experience. The new youth have 
questions about what’s going on, so 
take some time and answer questions. 
It will encourage their enthusiasm and 
they will share it with more youth.

With our pages, voting youth 
& young adults we have 31 young 
people here in these roles, and there 
are others who are here representing 
their local churches and serving in 
other ways. Our young people care, 
and it gives me hope for our future. 
Stop and say hi when you see them. 

You’ll be happy you did.

By Carrie Bland | Photos by Teri Tobey

Carrie Bland will serve as the associate pastor at Seattle: Bryn Mawr UMC.
Teri Tobey serves as the program associate for Young People’s Ministries, PNWUMC.

The offical pages of The Pacific Northwest Annual Conference Sessions!

Question Time with Aaron!
By Aaron Pazan

What are you looking forward 
to at Annual Conference?

“I’m looking forward to further my 
faith journey at Annual Conference.”

Katy Ritchey
Youth Member, Garden Street UMC

“I’m looking forward to be able 
to be just present and run my 
focus session (Congregational 
Development).”

Mary Stanton-Nurse
Committee Chair, Trinity UMC

“I’m a first-time voting member of 
Conference. I’m finally getting to sit 
in the bar of Annual Conference and 
have the ability to say things on the 
floor.” 

Andrew Stanton-Nurse
Lay Member, Trinity UMC

“I’m looking forward to experiencing 
all of Annual Conference. I’m a lay 
member who works in the local 
church, I want to know more about 
church politics.” 

Katelyn Peer
Page Chaperone, Vancouver First UMC
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It can be hard to make creation-
friendly choices when you’re attending 
Annual Conference, because the big 
creation care decisions were made long 
before you arrived. The infrastructure of 
the event makes all the difference in the 
ease with which participants can make 
good choices. (Actually, it’s the same 
way at home—for example, people with 
access to easy, pleasant, affordable public 
transportation use it more than those who 
don’t.) 

So please, pay attention to the things that 
make it easy or hard to be green at annual 
conference and note them on your evaluation. 
Here are some things to watch for:

• Was it easy to download the Pre-
Conference Handbook, saving paper?

• Are recycling and composting stations 
clearly marked and easy to access?

• Can you find a place to refill your water 
bottle?

• Do meals include good low/no meat 
options?

• What else can be done to make it easy 
for you to be green?

Pay attention to these details at Annual 
Conference and share your experiences on 
your evaluation. Then bring these questions 
back to your church and consider how you 
can improve your facility and events. Good 
infrastructure makes it so much easier for 
everyone to be green!

The Rev. Jenny Phillips serves as the Minister 
of Environmental Stewardship and Advocacy 

for The PNWUMC.

By the Rev. Jenny Phillips

Is it easy being GREEN at 
Annual Conference?

Visit the Creation 
Care booth at Annual 
Conference!
Photo courtesy of
Pam Murphy

Inspired by the acts of nonconformity passed 
by the New England, Desert Southwest, and 
California-Pacific Annual Conferences earlier this 
month, a working group of clergy and laypeople from the 
Pacific Northwest Annual Conference came together to 
bring the same legislation forward to the PNW.

No matter what comes of this act of resistance in the 
PNW, we believe that a legislative action is a step towards 
stopping the harm done against LGBTQIA laypeople, 
clergy, and their families -- at least for now.

In many ways, the action is a recognition of the way 
that our conference operates. Our clergy have covenanted 
to not bring one another up on charges well before this 
movement. Codifying and saying out loud what we are 
already doing and what the apparent body believes is not 
ever a bad thing. Transparency is never a bad thing.

I keep reflecting on our baptismal vows.

“Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you 
to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms 
they present themselves?”

It is tremendously sad to point towards the church 
as an oppressive power - as a power that divides rather 
than unites - as a power that calls people out rather than 
calling people in. An action for nonconformity invites us 
into loving one another enough to set aside labels of L or 
G or B or T. Or labels of right or left. Or labels of male or 
female, labels of Greek or Jew, slave or free.

For in Christ, we are one body and we serve one Lord.

Terri Stewart serves as the director of the Youth 
Chaplaincy Coalition and is intended to serve as associate 

pastor of Riverton Park United Methodist Church in 
Tukwila, Wash.

Special Editorial: An Action for Nonconformity
By Pastor Terri Stewart and Mary Stanton-Nurse
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The PNW Annual 
Conference gathered on 
June 24, 2016 to honor 
and celebrate the lives of 
clergy, clergy spouses, 
beloved laity, and bishops 
of the church that have 
passed on this year. As 
stated…”Each having loved 
the Church they taught us 
much.” 

The service was opened 
with a beautiful liturgy sharing 
the gifts of our life from those 
we remembered. Emptying 
everything we hold onto 
allowed us to fill our hearts 
and minds with the memories 
of those we honored this day.

The Holden Evening 
Prayer Service provided a 
backdrop of thanksgiving and 
remembrance all rooted in 
prayer and scripture to create 
the backdrop for a deeply 
moving message.

The evening’s sermon 
entitled “Keep Death on 
Your Shoulder” by the Rev. 
Kathlyn James was a powerful 
message of living life in the 
certainty of death. When we 
do so life becomes compelling 
in passion and love. We 
were all reminded of living 
life keeping death on our 
shoulder!

The honor roll of ancestors 
was presented by Bishop 
Hagiya, Jan Hagiya, Joan 
Holms, the Rev. Alissa Bertsch 
Johnson, and Brant Henshaw.

The sacrament of Holy 
Communion reminded all to 
remember and unite ourselves 
to the truth we are ‘one body 
and one blood” in Christ Jesus.

An offering was collected 
to be a gift for Jamaa Letu 
Orphanage.

Our common humanity 
as the body of Christ was 
acknowledged and celebrated 
through the closing hymn of 
“Blessed Be the Tie that Binds”.

A dismissal with blessing 
was offered by Bishop Hagiya.

The Rev. Dennis Paschke 
serves at Orting UMC.

View the video of this worship 
service on YouTube: bit.ly/

ac2016-memorial

Full Members – Retired: 
Clyde Phillips Bachman, William (Bill) Burke Cate, Edgar Clarence Hersh, Murray 
V. Hyde, Donald Reed Kaelin, Evelyn Elizabeth Kutson, Robert Jay Lyon, Howard 
Stillwell Pitts, Troy Marion Strong.

Spouses of Retired Members: 
Doris Dulin Maness, Bert Hendrix Smith, Helen Irene Solid Strong.

Spouses of Deceased Members: 
Aileen Louise Dorr Albertson, Laura Virginia (Ginny) Andrews, Nita Edmond Baldwin, 
Genevieve (Gen) E. Kinch Farmer, Hilda Turner Firth Huff, Lila Jane White Hyde, 
Sarah (Sally) Bullis Jones, Marlys Marguerite Maxwell Jobe Soltman, Marguerite 
Elizabeth (Liz) Waln.

Beloved Laity: 
Lucile Lathrop Ames, Dorothy M. Williams Baker, Alice Meirnicki Shaw, Richard J. 
“Dick” Spady, Barbara R. Dinwiddle Weikert.

Bishops: 
Bishop Jesse R. DeWitt, Bishop William Wesley “Bill” Morris. Spouses: Mrs. Edith 
(Edita Bote) Gamboa, Mrs. Mildred “Tuck” Jones, Mrs. Julia Kitchens Wilke.

Surviving Spouses of Bishops: 
Dr. Ernestine Gray Clark Dixon, Mrs. Mary Lavelle Coburn Owen, Mrs. Martha Ellen 
Pegram Lawson, Mrs. Eunice Jones Mathews

Churches that were Discontinued: 
Whitney Memorial UMC, Puyallup; Rainer Beach UMC, Seattle; Skyway UMC, Seattle; 
Grace UMC, Tacoma

By the Rev. Dennis Paschke | Photos by Jesse N. Love

Memorial Service:

Keeping Death on Your Shoulder
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The Retiree Celebration of The Pacific Northwest Annual Conference 
Sessions kicked off with the singing of “Holy Ground” on Saturday 
morning, June 25, 2016 at the Showplex Center. The service was led by 
David Reinholz and the Rev. John Shaffer, who brought the body together with the 
Call to Worship, and invited them to collectively sing “Now Praise the Hidden God 
of Love.” Rev. Karen Yokota Love read from the Hebrew scriptures: Isaiah 43:19-21, 
which captured the theme of new things ahead.

Those gathered then sang “The Bishop’s Hymn” and many of the retirees spoke 
to the gathered people via recorded videos: Revs. Dale Cockrum, Edsel Goldson, 
Gerri Harvill, Stan Norman, Kathlyn James, Kathy Morse, and Kathleen O’Connor. 

Bishop Grant J. Hagiya of the Greater Episcopal Area and Dave Reinholz then 
presented certificates and pins to each of the retirees who were present and 
thanked them on behalf of the Annual Conference for their gifts and service: Revs. 
Dale Cockrum, Pastor Peggy DeMent, Edsel Goldson, Kathlyn James, Pastor Jane 
Mize, Kathleen O’Connor, David Tinney, Kathy Morse. The Bishop led the body in 
prayer, and the body sang “I was there to hear your borning cry.”

Yokota Love’s reading of 2 Kings 2:1-15 preceded the symbolic Passing of the 
Mantle, in which Elisha’s ministry was recognized and passed on to Elisha. Retiree 
David Tinney passed the mantle to ordinand Hank Heschle. The body then stood 
to sing “This is a Day of New Beginnings,” followed by Rev. Tinney’s personally 
prepared video message. The Bishop dismissed the body with a blessing, and the 
gathered people closed with “May You Run and Not be Weary.”

As the celebration came to a close, Rev. Tinney’s video reminded the body not 
to forget that “Grace Happens!”

Carolyn Peterson is a retired deacon. Scott Klepach, Jr.
serves Yakima: Wesley UMC.

Retiring Clergy from
the PNW Conference:
Dale Cockrum
Edsel Goldson
Kathlyn James
Joy McDonald
Kathryn Morse
Stanley Norman
Kathleen O’Connor
Mike O’Neal
Stephen Tarr
David Tinney

Retiring Members
from Another Denomination:
Sharon Withers
Cynthia Wuts

Retiring Part-Time
Local Pastors:
Peggy DeMent
Roger Downing
Gerri Harvill
Jane Mize

Retiring Associate Member: 
Marilyn Kallshian

Board of Global Ministries 
Retiring Missionary:
Irma Figueroa

Retiree Celebration:

Prayers for Resting, 
Rejoicing, and Returning to 

Peaceful Community
By Pastors Carolyn Peterson and Scott Klepach, Jr.

Photos by Aaron Pazan
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In Brief: 

General Conference 2016 Report
By The Rev. Mary Huycke and Marie Kuch-Stanovsky | Photos by Teri Tobey

General Conference, the top legislative body 
of United Methodist Church, was held at the 
Oregon Convention Center from May 10-20, 2016. 
In attendance were 864 voting delegates from around the 
world gathered for holy conferencing on the future of The 
United Methodist Church.

Here are summarized points from a report provided by 
the Rev. Mary Huycke and Marie Kuch-Stanovsky.

THE DELEGATION
Last September, the PNW delegation of 20 laity and 

clergy began preparation for General Conference, reading 
and discussing over 1,000 pieces of legislation. Petitions 
focused on challenges faced by local congregations, 
communities and the world.

The delegation cared deeply about specific petitions 
but we also joined in covenant together, committing to 
listen deeply for God in the voices around us, particularly 
those with whom we disagree. We agreed to lay aside our 
preferences when confronted with greater wisdom about 
what will serve the mission of Jesus Christ and the well-
being of the world.

WE ARE GLOBAL
We are a global church and the delegates and their 

bishops bring different priorities from their ministry 
contexts around the world. Language barriers accentuated 
these differences, restricting dialogue among delegates. 
Robert’s Rules of Order proved inadequate to facilitate 
process for the global gathering. We did not have a 
foundation for process that allowed for cross-cultural 
conversation. The final version of the rules was not even 
distributed in languages other than English. Though from 
our privileged perspective Robert’s Rules have merit, it is 

abundantly clear that trying to make the global church fit 
into this western model of legislative process is folly.

Though many would agree with this statement, 
the General Conference voted down an alternative 
discernment method used successfully both by the United 
Church of Australia and the World Council of Churches. 
This closed off a path that many saw as a way forward 
on legislation regarding human sexuality. News came of 
different “top secret” groups who met to discuss “exit 
plans” for churches wanting to leave the United Methodist 
connection. It was in this highly-charged atmosphere 
that our Bishops proposed a plan to assemble a special 
commission to engage in a full review of language 
addressing Human Sexuality throughout the whole Book 
of Discipline. They expressed hope that this commission 
will bring forth a proposal that will unite us, even in our 
disagreement. Recognizing a kairos moment, our bishops 
led us toward unity. With a vote of 425 to 405, the body 
affirmed the call to remain united and approved the special 
commission and deferment of further action on legislation 
surrounding human sexuality.

DISCIPLESHIP IN A CHANGING DENOMINATION
The next 4-8 years will see a reshaping of our 

denomination. Will we split into different denominations 
like the Presbyterians have? Will we find a way to 
reconfigure ourselves in some new organizational form 
that allows for the diversity of our contexts and our 
reading of scripture? There is an urgent need to respond 
to God’s calling for the church.

In the wake of the shooting in Orlando, the urgency 
is extraordinarily clear. Bishop Sally Dyck pointed out 
that our Book of Discipline does not say that murder is 
incompatible with Christian teaching. Yet we say that 

Continue to the next page
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homosexuality is incompatible? Bishop Dyck preached at 
General Conference that we should remove this language, 
that we should change our stance on LGBTQ children of 
God. That’s bold!

It’s bold statements like this that are creating the 
change in our church. Facing these kinds of actions, our 
Bishops chose that it was not their calling to lead the 
church to schism. This was a courageous decision in the 
midst of such great disagreement. When the General 
Conference accepted their call to unity there was 
frustration because it seemed this was again delaying 
action on full inclusion. However, this time of discernment 
can be seen as a time to show the church what it means 
to be united. An invitation for us to show the Bishop’s 
Commission that we need change in order to minister to 
our contexts, and that we will not stop helping others to 
better serve theirs.

It is statements like the Action of Non-Conformity 
adopted by the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference that 
will show our global denomination not only how to be 
united, but how to follow Jesus.

Bishop Grant acknowledged the inadequacies of the 
theme “Therefore, Go” but in addition to the requests 

above we challenge you to “Therefore, Go,” …go forth 
to serve Jesus - to engage in radical inclusion in your 
own church context and also to act boldly in the face of 
injustice in the world. This is a moment to BE disciples 
for the transformation of the world -- Working mindfully 
and compassionately, leaning into each other and God to 
imagine ourselves into the new future. 

The Rev. Mary Huycke serves as a coach and consultant at 
Courageous Space in Yakima, Wash. Marie Kuch-Stanovsky 
is concluding a fellowship with Fossil Free UMC where she 

advocated for fossil fuel divestment.

The Delegation included Rev. Austin Adkinson, Rev. Kay 
Barckley, Rev. Monica Corsaro, Barbara Dadd Shaffer, Rev. 

DJ del Rosario, Brant Henshaw, Joan Holms,  
Rev. Mary Huycke, Megan Kilpatrick, Karyn Kuan, Marie 

Kuch-Stanovsky, Rev. Gloria Kymn, Noriko Lao, Rev. Sharon 
Moe, Rev. Shane Moore, Rev. David Nieda, David Reinholz, 

Tom Robinson, Rev. Elizabeth Schindler,  
and Amanda Tobey
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The mood was set for the Ordination Service on 
Sunday morning by singing “Forward through the 
ages, in unbroken line, move the faithful spirits at 
the call divine...” for the clergy processional. 

The Rev. Dale Cockrum, retiring dean of the Cabinet, 
presented a sermon entitled, “Treasure in Clay Jars,” 
based on 2 Corinthians 4:7-12. Cockrum compared the 
life of ministry to a clay jar like those of Qumran that had 
preserved the most precious possession.

• A clay jar is fragile, requiring care, which to a 
pastor means self-care. Pastors do not serve 
a congregation well if they don’t take care of 
themselves.

• A clay jar has limited capacity, requiring the 
emptying out of negatives to create space for 
meaning: negatives such as fear, love for outdated 
buildings, and clinging to old ways of doing things. 
One jar can’t do it all; effective pastors train others 
to help, and they honor the gifts of the laity.

• A clay jar is hard. We each have unique gift sets 
baked into who we are, but our clay to some extent 
can be reshaped and renewed by God, who can 
soften old hearts, keeping us from cynicism and 
helping us to maintain enthusiasm throughout all 

the years of our ministry.

A special offering was received for Wilbur Memorial 
United Methodist Church in White Swan, Wash. to help in 
their ministry to children and young people.

Alethea McGavran was commissioned a deaconness.
Rachel Jacqueline Neer was commissioned in 

preparation for the Order of Deacon.
The largest class in recent years commissioned in 

preparation for the Order of Elder included Casey Marie 
Andrews Banks, Charles Michael Lawson, Karen Yokota 
Love, Abigail Vizcarra Perez, Dirk Allen Robinson, Jennifer 
Thomas Stuart, and John Mark Wang.

Three were admitted to full connection and ordained 
as Elder: Annabel Richenda Fairhurst, Henry Christian 
Heschle III, Terri Jane Stewart.

Holy Communion was served by those newly ordained 
and commissioned and the district superintendents, who 
also offered Call to Ministry Prayer Stations.

The Ordination Service was coordinated by
Alissa Bertsch Johnson. To view video of this service,

visit bit.ly/ac2016-ordination

Ordination Service: 

The Clay Jars of Ministry
By The Rev. Carol Mariano | Photos by Aaron Pazan
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The Pacific Northwest Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church, met at the 
Showplex Center of The Washington State 
Fairgrounds in Puyallup, Wash. on June 24-26, for 
its 2016 Sessions. 

Below is a news release courtesy of The PNW News 
Blog (bit.ly/non-conformity-passed) by Patrick Scriven, 
Director of Communications, Young People’s Ministries for 
the Conference, regarding a significant action taken; the 
text of that action is also included. A list of other actions 
follows. The good news is that finances are very solid and 
the desire for justice as we live out our discipleship is high.

 
ACTION OF NON-CONFORMITY

After much debate, legislation received from a task 
force empowered by the previous day’s Committee of 
the Whole was approved by the members of The Pacific 
Northwest Annual Conference during its 143rd session at 
the Showplex Center on the Washington State Fairgrounds 
in Puyallup.

The “Action of Non-Conformity with The General 
Conference of The United Methodist Church” was affirmed 
with a vote of 315 in favor, 74 against, and 6 abstentions. 
It was modeled after similar actions of nonconformity 
previously taken in the New England, Desert Southwest, 
and California-Pacific Annual Conferences. The text reads:

Trusting in the Author of Life who makes no mistakes 
when creating her children, inspired by the nonconforming 
Christ who taught us to defy oppression in all its forms, 
and led by the Holy Spirit who continually liberates us 
from our addiction to law and into a life of grace, The 
Pacific Northwest Annual Conference as a body affirms our 
commitment to be a radically hospitable church.

With a deep appreciation of our common ministry, a 
desire to practice Biblical obedience, united in God’s love 
for one another, and a commitment to allowing for our 
many understandings of following Christ, we the People of 
the Pacific Northwest move together.

The PNWAC will not conform or comply with provisions 
of the Discipline which discriminate against LGBTQIA+* 
persons, including marriage (161.B), the incompatibility 
clause (161.F), ordination and appointments (304.3), 
homosexual unions (341.6), AC funding ban (613.19), GCFA 
funding ban (806.9), chargeable offenses pertaining 
to being “a self avowed practicing homosexual” or to 
officiating at weddings for couples regardless of the sex of 
the partners (2702.1b,d).

The Pacific Northwest Annual Conference Sessions:

Legislative Report
By The Rev. Shirley DeLarme | Photo by Jesse N. Love

The PNWAC and its members will not participate in 
or conduct judicial procedures related to the Discipline’s 
prohibitions against LGBTQIA+* persons (*LGBTQIA+ is 
an acronym names the identities including Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Questioning, Intersex, 
Asexual, and the many other forms of identity related to 
gender and sexuality.)

The PNWAC will realign its funding to reflect these 
commitments, using no reserve funds to pay for judicial 
procedures related to the Discipline’s prohibitions against 
LGBTQIA+ persons, and instead asking the Connectional 
Table to lead and fund efforts in cultural competency, 
anti-racism, anti-sexism, anti-ageism, anti-homophobia, 
and anti-oppression training at the conference and district 
levels, as well as for advocacy and implementation efforts 
related to the same.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
• Referred to the Board of Ordained Ministry 

legislation calling for training on gender-related 
power dynamics for the Appointive Cabinet and 
Conference employees investigating complaints 
against clergy

• Approved recognition of Certified Lay Ministers 
and Assigned Lay Persons under appointment

• Called for training on Gender-related Power 
Dynamics for the Appointive cabinet and 
conference employees investigating complaints 
against clergy—referred to the Board of Ordained 
Ministry

• Recognition of Certified Lay Ministers and 
Assigned Lay Persons under appointment 

CONNECTING FOR MISSION - DOMESTIC
• Conference Advance Specials to support Tacoma 

Community House, Atlantic Street Center, Camping 
& Retreat Ministries, Disaster Relief, Early Response 
Team, and Personal Energy Transportation vehicles

• That each congregation sponsor one youth a year 
released from detention: one parish, one prisoner, 
so as to enable right relationship with God, self, 
and community

• Information to be shared with congregations 
regarding policies that will interrupt the cycle of 
incarceration 

• Restorative justice letter to be sent to Juvenile 
detention facilities stating that the method of 

Continue to the next page
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Question Time with Aaron!
By Aaron Pazan

At Annual Conference, how 
do you rest, rejoice, or return? 

And Why?

I have found that I can REST by laughing over a meal with people I just met or finding someone 
to hold my hand and pray with me. I have found that I can REJOICE in all the announcements 
of progress and good doings within our Conference that I didn’t know about before. And I love 
to RETURN because of all the wonderful, meaningful connections I have made with people and 
also to keep learning about and making the church and the world a better place.

Jocelyn Matheny | Young Adult Delegate, Ellensburg UMC

I walk and breathe and notice nature. That’s one of my daily disciplines.
Pastor Jen Stuart | Clergy, Ellensburg UMC

I rest in the hope that AC brings me through its focus on justice, I rejoice with those receiving 
appointments to create communities of faith in new and different ways, and I return to social 
holiness as I watch us live into the gospel as a community together.

Sarah Roemer | Community Organizer (Global Mission Fellow), Tacoma; First UMC

community-based restorative justice be used as 
alternative to secure detention as stipulated in the 
amended Juvenile Justice Act of 1977 for the State 
of Washington

• Support for WA I-1433 Raising the Minimum Wage 
to $13.50 by 2020

• For full civil and ecclesiastical rights and privileges 
of all persons including LGBT people

• Support for the Religious Coalition for 
Reproduction Choice (support that was withdrawn 
by the 2016 General Conference)

CONNECTING FOR MISSION – INTERNATIONAL
• Elected a new Conference Global Mission 

Secretary: Marilyn Reid (Ronald UMC, Shoreline, 
Wash.)

• Affirmed our continuing partnership with South 
Congo/Zambia Episcopal Area and continued 
support of its ministries, especially the Jamaa Letu 
Orphanages (JLO) in the Congo (Jamaa Letu means 
“Our Family”), including prayer support, child 
support of $493/year, and secondary education 
scholarship of $3000/year

• Went on record opposing the ratification of the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), a trade treaty of 
13 Pacific Rim nations because it gives priority 
to corporate profits over human welfare, the 
environment and even the economy

• Lamented that General Conference 2016 affirmed 
Fossil Fuel Investment

• Resolved as a Conference to divest from 
investments in Fossil Fuels by January 1, 2018.

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT
• Closure of four congregations - Tacoma: Whitney 

Memorial, Tacoma: Grace, Seattle: Rainier Beach, 

and Seattle: Skyway, in preparation for resurrection 
in the form of new ministries and possibilities

• Stop using blanket waivers for background checks, 
but only to check on those things pertinent to the 
ministry for which the check is conducted

• Minimum salary recommendation increased by 
1.2%, based on Seattle Area CPI (1.4%) to $40,196.

• A schedule of moving allowances were set
• Changes were made in Comprehensive Protection 

Plan (CPP) eligibility to provide coverage for less-
than full-time members

• Housing allowance amounts were stipulated for tax 
reasons for retired clergy 

• Past service pension rates were set, retirement 
annuities granted, retirement grants made, and 
disability benefits approved

• The PNW Conference budget was set at $5,316,227 
for 2017, a 1.79% drop from 2016. Further, 
since the number of congregations paying their 
full apportionment has increased, the actual 
apportionment billed to each congregation has 
decreased while still allowing the budget to be 
met.

Reports were received from the above focus groups, 
and from Leadership and Congregational Development 
focus groups, Board of Ordained Ministry, Hope for 
the Children of Africa, Imagine No Malaria, the Ministry 
Fund Drive, The Tuell Center, New Church Starts, Church 
Revitalization, General Conference, Global Missions, the 
Rules Committee and the Committee on Nominations.

The Rev. Shirley DeLarme served as the secretary at The 
Pacific Northwest Annual Conference Sessions in Puyallup, 

Wash. Bookmark www.pnwumc.org/ac2016 for other 
resources from this year’s AC sessions.


