
Memorials 
Pacific Northwest Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 

2016 – 2017 

FULL MEMBER 
Douglas Ervin Huston 

FULL MEMBERS – RETIRED 
William (Bill) Grant Berney 

Robert (Bob) Louis Brizee 
George C. Brown, Jr. 

Leroy Frederick Carlson 
Coriless Victor Hanson 
Melvin Chester Morgan 
Frank Newell Peterson 
Wayne Ralph Schaub 

Robert (Bob) Fredrick Waller 

SPOUSES OF RETIRED FULL MEMBERS 
Robert (Bob) Gene Chamberlain 

Duane Lewis Fear 
Lola Margaret Brooke Lawson 

SPOUSES OF DECEASED MEMBERS 
Mary Josephine Magill Lake 
Alvina L. Harris Church Pero 

PART-TIME LOCAL PASTOR 
Betty June Pfouts Distler 

RETIRED CERTIFIED LAY MINISTER 
Gayle Dodge Dickson 

 LAITY IN THE LIFE OF THE CONFERENCE WHO HAVE DIED 
SINCE THE LAST ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Jane Brazell 
Isaias “Ike” Caps 

Steve Farmer 
Janice Elaine Burns Halladay 

Jim Andrew Moore Jr. 
Vera Ora Winslow 

~ ~ ~ 
DISCONTINUED CHURCHES 

Rocklyn Zion United Methodist Church, Davenport, WA 
Spirit of Grace, formerly First United Methodist Church, Everett, WA 

Korean United Methodist Church, Olympia, WA 
Central United Methodist Church, Spokane, WA 
Fern Hill United Methodist Church, Tacoma, WA 
Grace United Methodist Church, Walla Walla, WA 

Whitebird United Methodist Church, Whitebird, ID 



Memorials 
          Bishops, Spouses and Surviving Spouses of Bishops 

2016 - 2017 

BISHOPS 

Bishop Emerson S. Colaw……………………………...   November 13, 1921 - October 11, 2016 
Bishop Franz Werner Schafer …………………………………...March 10, 1921 -  July 14, 2016 
Bishop Felton E. May…………………………………………April 23, 1935 - February 27, 2017 
Bishop Moises Domingos Fernandes………………………………April 17, 1938 - April 6, 2017 

SPOUSES 

Mrs. Kathleen Ann Thomas-Sano……………………………………April 20, 1924 - July 6, 2016 
Mrs. Gwendolyn Horton White……………………………….October 24, 1924 - March 27, 2017 

SURVIVING SPOUSES OF BISHOPS 

Mrs. Louise Baird Short…………………………………………January 17, 1906 - June 24, 2016 
Mrs. Ruth Naomi Wilson Thomas……………………………………....February 15, 1921 - 2017 
Mrs. Thelma H. Newman…………………………………………………….died on May 3, 2017 



Memoirs 
The Pacific Northwest Annual Conference 

The United Methodist Church  
2016-2017 

* * * * * * * 
    FULL MEMBER 

DOUGLAS ERVIN HUSTON ~ was born on June 9, 1952 to Donald and Ella Huston in Richmond Beach, WA, 
one of ultimately four siblings.  He was raised there, graduated from Shoreline High School and went on to Seattle 
Pacific College where he met a lovely fellow SPC student named Joy Christine Griggs, who became his beloved 
spouse on August 10, 1974. 
     We knew Doug as friend and colleague.  Doug and Joy Huston began their ministry, having graduated from 
Asbury Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky, at the four point charge of Clark Fork and Hope, Idaho, which was 
coupled with the churches at Noxon and Heron, Montana.  Surviving their time serving 4 churches, in two 
conferences and across two time zones, the Huston’s moved to Tacoma where Doug served as an associate pastor 
at Lakewood UMC.  Then they moved back to the east side of the conference, serving in Sandpoint, Idaho.  Doug 
would go on to serve at Allen Blanchard, Kennewick: West Highlands and finally, in extension ministry, as a 
Chaplain in the Tri City Chaplaincy Program in Kennewick, WA.  
     Doug was quiet and easygoing, reaching out with God’s love to all he met.  He especially enjoyed the ministry as 
it related to youth and campers.  He served as the editor of the Tri City Herald’s Spiritual Life column and as a 
Chaplain at the Benton County jail.  He was passionate about his work with Hope for the Children of Africa, and 
liked to play golf with his friends.  Doug also loved to sail, play his guitar, travel with Joy and play with his 
grandchildren: two of whom he was able to baptize.   
     In 2004, at the age of 52, Doug was diagnosed with a brain tumor.  Through the ups and downs of his health, he 
stayed in love with God and with God’s people.  In 2006, he was granted disability leave.  It didn’t stop him from 
reflecting on his life.  He said in one of his columns: “Through all the changes, one thing has remained unchanged, 
and that is God’s grace and love that fills me and holds me.” 
     Here are Doug’s words as he reflected on his 60th birthday in 2012: 
I am part of that generation that did not trust anybody over 30, and now discover that they are us.  During 
those pre-30 years, I could not imagine ever being 60; and eight years ago following a diagnosis of a brain 
tumor, I did not know if I would see this birthday.  I remember the Beatles’ song “When I’m Sixty Four”.  Joy 
assures me now, if I make it that long, she will “still be needing me and feeding me”.  That is good news. 
     While growing up, my parents made sure that I was involved in the church.  Most Sundays, I spent about six 
hours at church between choir practice, church school, and worship in the mornings, and then returning for 
youth fellowship in the evenings.  Since that is where most of my friends were, I didn’t protest too much. 
     The adults were good mentors. We learned something about God, and those things laid a foundation upon 
which I built the rest of my life.  At the time, when someone suggested I would make a good pastor, I strongly 
protested the possibility.  In the fall of 1970, I had an experience which I later identified as similar to John 
Wesley’s “heartwarming experience”.  Over a weekend of activities I realized that I had an empty space in my 
life that would only be filled with the grace and love of God.  I responded to the invitation to turn my life in that 
direction and step by step followed God’s leading into ministry. 
     Through all those changes, one thing has remained unchanged, and that is God’s grace and love that fills me 
and holds me.  This became evident over the last years as you prayed for my strength and healing.  God 
answered your prayers.  I am here and I expect to be around to make sure my wife will “need and feed me when 
I’m sixty-four”. 
     Our friend, Doug E. Huston, died on February 18, 2017 in Bremerton, Washington.  He is survived by his wife 
Joy at the family home, their children: Megan E. (Huston) & Nick Vinther, Aaron Huston, and Nicole Huston.   He 
is also survived by his grandchildren Andrew, Abbey and Maxwell Vinther.  The memorial service for Doug E. 
Huston was held on February 26, 2017 at the Bremerton United Methodist Church. 



* * * * * * * 
FULL MEMBERS – RETIRED 

WILLIAM (BILL) GRANT BERNEY - the eldest child of William E. and Dorothy Smith Berney, was born 
June 17, 1927 in Walla Walla, Washington. Bill graduated from Walla Walla High School in 1944 and then from 
Whitman College in 1948 with a bachelor’s degree in physics. 
     He went to seminary at Garrett Theological Seminary, in Evanston, Illinois, and received his Bachelor of 
Divinity degree three years later, in absentia, because he was in the Spokane Valley marrying his college 
sweetheart, Virginia Wilkes.  The newly married couple spent the summer in Independence, Iowa, where Bill did 
chaplaincy training in the Iowa Mental Health Hospital, and then went on to New Haven, Connecticut, where Bill 
pursued graduate work at Yale Divinity School, completing his Sacred Theology Master’s degree in the spring of 
1952. The couple returned to the Northwest, to Moses Lake, Washington, where Bill had been appointed to 
establish a new Methodist Church. The region was booming due to the Columbia Basin Project’s bringing 
irrigation water into the area. Over the five years spent in Moses Lake, the new church grew to 200 members. 
Daughters Gail and Ann were born during those years. 
     In 1957, Bill was appointed to pastor the Methodist Churches in Grangeville and White Bird, Idaho.  Daughters 
Joyce and Celia were born there.  After four years, in 1961, Bill was appointed to Bethany Methodist Church in 
Tacoma, Washington. While there, the Berneys adopted a baby son, John. 
     In 1964, Bill was appointed to serve the Methodist Church in Pullman, Washington. There he appreciated his 
contact with questioning university students, as well as discussions around the social challenges of the times. Ten 
and a half years later Bill was assigned to the United Methodist Church in Renton, Washington.  A feeding 
program was initiated, and the CROP Walk was introduced to the Renton area.  After ten and a half years in 
Renton, Bill served at the Wenatchee First United Methodist Church and then moved on to Garden Street United 
Methodist in Bellingham, Washington, where he finished 40 years of full-time ministry. 
     In 1992 Bill and Virginia moved back to Walla Walla to live in the house where he’d grown up.  Bill led Adult 
Education classes in the community, the State Penitentiary, and at several area churches.  He played flute in the 
community band and volunteered for Hospice and Meals-on-Wheels.  The Berney’s continued to see God’s love as 
action in the world and were involved in the mission outreach of the church. 
     Bill and Virginia were avid travelers. When their children were young, they camped in many state and national 
parks. Later there was international travel, some church-related, to India, Africa, Central and South America, 
Europe, the Middle East, Japan, and China. 
     In 2007, Bill had a stroke caused by an infected heart valve. This sadly took his gift of language away, yet he 
carried on with keen observance, and interest in what people were saying and feeling. Deep concern and 
unconditional love continued to show through.  Thankfully, during family Christmas carol and hymn sings, he was 
still able to provide the resonant bass harmony he had added to choirs all through his career. 
      In August, 2010, Bill and Virginia moved to Panorama in Lacey, Washington, to be nearer to family.  In spite of 
Bill’s declining health, Virginia made an effort to have him included in activities and events.  He was wise, humble, 
and a gentle lion for peace and justice.  He was kind, open-hearted, generous and full of integrity.  He was a 
beloved father and husband. 
     William G. Berney passed away January 31, 2017.   He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Virginia; sister, 
Barbara McCornack of Fort Collins, Colorado; brother, Robert Berney of Grasonville, Maryland; five children, Gail 
Schmunk (Peter) of Spartanburg, South Carolina, Ann Berney (Jane Appling) of Seattle, WA;  Joyce Berney (Scott 
Corbett) of Portland, Oregon, Celia Nightingale (David) of Olympia, WA; John Berney of Lovelock Nevada; and 10 
grandchildren. 

ROBERT (BOB) LOUIS BRIZEE - was born on June 17, 1933 in Twin Falls, Idaho, the second son of Harry 
and `Lucille (Cartwright) Brizee.   He graduated from Buhl High School in 1949.  Bob loved learning and 
continued his education at Idaho State University in Pocatello, graduating in 1953. Bob married Patricia Stout in 
June of that same year.  He went on to earn a master’s degree in Sociology at the University of New Mexico in 
1954.  Bob continued his education from 1954 through 1959, attending Michigan State University, earning a PhD 
in psychological counseling.  From 1958 to 1959, Bob served in the US Marine Corp and continued his military 
service with the Air Force until 1964.  
     Bob began his career at Washington State University as a Staff Counselor and Instructor in the Department of 
Psychology from 1959-1963.  He was a life-long learner, going on to earn a Masters of Theology at Claremont 
School of Theology in 1966.  He was ordained in the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference of the Methodist 



Church where he was appointed pastor at the Methodist Church in Mercer Island in 1966.   In 1969, Bob served as 
the senior pastor at Wenatchee: First UMC.  In 1970, Bob returned to private practice and established the first 
psychological counseling center in Wenatchee.  
     A deep listener, Bob counseled many in the Wenatchee area for decades.  He married Adrienne Anderson in 
August of 1974 and together they worked as a husband and wife counseling team.  Bob found a deep passion in 
writing and he was the proud author of several books and academic articles.  He and Adrienne were very involved 
at Wenatchee: First UMC.  They taught and organized a Lay Academy through the church and in collaboration 
with Claremont School of Theology, and promoted programs for CST on the east side of the Cascades.  Bob was 
passionate in his efforts to make the world a better place.  
     Bob died at his home in Wenatchee on June 28, 2016 surrounded by beloved family.  He is survived by his wife, 
Adrienne Brizee; daughters Judy Seraphin and Joy Brizee; step-daughters Julie Blume and Valerie Fox; brother 
Harold Brizee; grandchildren Courtney and Kyle Blume and Sam and Hallie Fox.  He was preceded in death by his 
parents and his brother Harry A. Brizee, Jr.   The memorial service to celebrate the life of this wonderful man, Dr. 
Bob, was held at First United Methodist Church of Wenatchee on July 9, 2016. 

GEORGE C. BROWN, JR. - was born to G. Clifford and Edna M. (Godejohn) Brown in St. Louis, MO on 
January 5, 1928.   He made his home in St. Louis until he graduated from Normandy High School in 1945, after 
which he set off on his life's adventures.   Besides his training at home and in church, George was a camper and 
leader at the American Youth Foundation's Camp Miniwanca at Shelby, Michigan.  George continued his 
education at William Jewell College, receiving a A.B. in Economics, Political Science and Psychology in 1950. 
George served in the U.S. Army’s Occupation of Japan, 1946-47. George met his first wife, Ruth Evelyn "Lyn" 
Raymond at Camp Miniwanca, and they were married in Columbus, Ohio in 1950.  It was there they added to their 
family: G. Russell Brown, Melinda, Douglas, Alan and Eric.  While in Hilliard, OH, George served on the City 
Council for two two-year terms and two years on the Franklin County, Ohio Planning Commission. After a six year 
career in laboratory equipment sales with a specialty in micro-optical work, George answered a call to ministry.  
     At the age of 38, George entered seminary at the Methodist Theological School of Ohio, graduating in 1969 with 
his M.Div. Degree. George, Lyn and their five children moved to George's first appointment at the Alderwood 
United Methodist Church in Lynnwood, WA.  In June of the following year, Lyn died.  In December of 1970 
George met Elizabeth W. "Bette" Hamack who had recently been widowed. The couple married on July 31, 1972. 
Bette brought to the family her children: Joan, Andrew, Bobbie and Richard.  
     George and Lyn Brown together served churches in Ohio and the PNW Conference, churches include: Austin 
Methodist Church, Austin, OH; Broad Street Christian Church, Columbus, Ohio; and Alderwood Manor UMC, in 
Lynnwood, WA.   
     George and Bette Brown together served Alderwood Manor UMC, Lynnwood; Kellogg United Federated; 
Tacoma: Mason Associate; Vancouver: East Mill Plain; Vancouver: Mill Plain; and Bremerton: First United 
Methodist Church.   George and Bette retired in 1990.  
     George was an avid sports fan, rooting for both the St. Louis Cardinals and the St. Louis Browns since 1937. He 
maintained his loyalty to both the Cardinals and the Buckeyes the rest of his life. In 1984, George became a 
volunteer Disaster Response Coordinator for both Church World Service and UMCOR.  Until 2001, George was a 
member and/or leader of teams that responded to flooding disasters in Oklahoma, the Midwest, New Orleans, and 
Washington State, plus earthquakes in both Southern California and Nisqually, Washington.  In 1999, the Browns   
taught a class in Disaster Response management at Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe.   
     George's interests were many and varied, and he saw himself as a "generalist" and not a "specialist".  George 
continued his calling by writing and copyrighting a thesis at age 88, with a focus on cultural sensitivity and 
inclusivity.  It was his most fervent desire that people on earth understand and respect each other.  
     George Brown died on January 7, 2017 in Everett, Washington.  He is survived by his “clan” of Rev. G. Russell 
Brown of Overland Park, KS; Melinda B. Ackley, Yakima, WA; Douglas R. Brown, Mill Creek, WA; Alan M. Brown, 
Tacoma, WA; and Eric W. Brown, Portland, WA.  And Bette’s children: Joan H. Noel, Everett, WA; Andrew W. 
Hamack, Everett, WA; Roberta (Bobbie) H. Stencil, Everett, WA; and Richard F. Hamack, Athena, AZ. In 
addition, he is survived by 19 grandchildren and 22 great grandchildren.  
     A celebration of George's life was held at Cedar Cross United Methodist Church in Mill Creek, WA, on Saturday, 
January 21, 2017. 

LEROY FREDERICK CARLSON - was born on December 24, 1922, in Yakima, Washington, where he was 
raised on the family farm and apple orchard.  From an early age, he was both athletic and intensely studious. As a 
child, in response to a dare from one of his sisters, he memorized and then recited, in one sitting, one 
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hundred Bible verses. In high school, he lettered in tennis and graduated as valedictorian of his high 
school class. Leroy attended college at Seattle Pacific College, where he studied classics and classical languages 
including Greek, Hebrew and Latin. Shortly after World War II, he served in the U.S. Army in occupied Japan.  
Leroy met his wife of 66 years, Evelyn, at a church youth group meeting held in an apple warehouse at the Carlson 
family farm. Leroy was only 20 and Evelyn 15 but it was love at first sight. Although Evelyn’s parents were 
skeptical at first, Leroy eventually won them over by stressing his position as a Sunday school teacher. After 
several years of courting, Leroy and Evelyn were married in Selah, Washington on January 14, 1950.  
     Leroy obtained a Master’s of Divinity Degree from North Park Theological Seminary in Chicago, Illinois, and 
was ordained as a minister in the Swedish Covenant Church. Leroy and Evelyn spent several years in Cleveland, 
Ohio, where Leroy was the pastor of Bethany Covenant Church.  They later relocated to Washington, where Leroy 
was the pastor of several churches, most recently Ronald United Methodist Church in Shoreline, Washington, and 
Port Orchard United Methodist Church in Port Orchard, Washington.  
    Throughout his life, Leroy was a passionate student of history, linguistics and literature. He read and traveled 
widely and loved to learn, to teach and to share knowledge with others. He was a wonderful public speaker, 
frequently drawing on his deep knowledge of history and languages (and humorous anecdotes) to provide context 
for the lessons in his sermons.  
     Leroy was equally passionate about the outdoors. He spent countless hours with Evelyn and his children 
fishing, camping, and hiking in the Cascades and the Olympics, and was especially fond of the Cascade Crest Trail. 
He also introduced many young people to the mountains through youth group hiking and camping trips.   Leroy 
continued to be very physically active until very late in his life, walking the quiet roads of Port Orchard and 
tending dozens of rose bushes, dahlias, rhododendrons and tulips.  
     Leroy Frederick Carlson was 93 when he died in Gig Harbor on June 3, 2016. He is survived by his loving wife 
Evelyn of Port Orchard, Washington; daughter Deborah Swigart and her husband Bill, of Bremerton, Washington,  
son Daniel Carlson and his wife Anita, of Port Orchard;   grandchildren Katherine (Jason) Wax, Sterling (Anna) 
Swigart, Christopher Carlson (Briana Chilcote) and Jessica Carlson (Jesse Derma); he is also survived by his sister 
Alice Presson of Yakima, Washington.   
      A memorial service celebrating Leroy’s life was held at Port Orchard United Methodist Church on Monday, 
June 20, 2016.  
    

CORILESS VICTOR HANSON - was born on April 4, 1930 in Madawaska, Maine to parents John and Eva 
Hanson.  Coriless was one of seven children and spent his early childhood in Panama City, Florida.  He attended 
the University of Alabama, graduating in 1954 with his Bachelor’s degree.  He went on to attend Duke University 
for his Master’s degree (1957) and also did graduate training in linguistics at Scarritt College in 1957, the 
University of Lisbon in 1958 and the University of Rhodesia in 1966.   
     Coriless was called to the ministry at the age of 16 while at a World Wide Conference of Methodist youth held at 
Cleveland, Ohio in 1946. He felt his future would involve serving the Lord in Africa. His family was not 
particularly enthusiastic about his becoming a Methodist preacher and he knew that no financial support would 
come from any source other than his own efforts.   He immediately began preparing for the ministry by doing odd 
jobs and carefully saving every dollar possible.  He was able to work his way through both college and seminary 
and finished his theological training completely out of debt.  
     On July 23, 1951 Coriless married his high school sweetheart, Elizabeth Harrison.  The couple began their life of 
travel, following where God called them.  Their first child, Susan Elizabeth was born in Tuscaloosa, Alabama; 
daughter Karen Marie was born in Lexington, N.C. and son Daniel Craig was born in Lisbon, Portugal.  Coriless 
attended Asbury College prior to transferring to the University of Alabama where he received his degree in 
education.   He received his theological training at Duke.  During his three years at Duke, he and Elizabeth served 
two small churches in the Western North Carolina Conference.  Upon completion of seminary, the family were 
appointed as missionaries to Africa, through the Board of Global Ministries.  Coriless worked with African pastors 
while Beth worked at the Quessus High School.  The Hansons remained in Angola during four years of intense 
political turmoil and were later denied reentry into the country.  After a brief furlough, they asked to return to 
Africa and were assigned to the Rhodesia Annual Conference.  They both were appointed as teachers in the 
Teacher Training Institute in Nyadira.  Later they transferred to the border town of Umtali, where Coriless was the 
conference director of Christian Education and Beth was the superintendent of the African Girls Hostel.   During 
his ministry, Coriless studied the language of Chimanyka and worked extensively in the bush country where he 
became fluent.  
     While visiting Rhodesia, Bishop Palmer invited Coriless to affiliate with the Pacific Northwest Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. They returned to the United States in 1968 and Coriless was admitted to the PNW 



Annual Conference.  He served 24 years in the Tacoma District.  He served at Gig Harbor, and as associate pastor 
at Olympia: First UMC.  He went on to St. Paul’s in Tacoma and finally to St. Andrews UMC in Lacey, Washington.  
Coriless and Beth Hanson retired after 42 years in ministry in 1992. The world was truly his parish!  And theirs!  
His ministry was conducted on three continents and he preached in three different languages.   
     Rev. Coriless Victor Hanson died on September 29, 2016 in Lacey, WA.  He is survived by his beloved wife and 
life partner, Beth.  A memorial celebration was held at First UMC of Olympia.  

MELVIN CHESTER MORGAN – was born on July 7, 1922 in Blaine, Colorado to Rev. Floyd and Ida Mae 
(Jones) Morgan.  Chester was the eldest of four surviving children.  His siblings included Rebecca, Grace, and 
younger brother John, all of whom pre-deceased him. 
     Chester was raised in Kansas and Oklahoma during the Dust Bowl before the family migrated to Oregon, where 
they picked crops.  Chester graduated at the top of his class at Roseburg High School in Roseburg, Oregon, and 
went to Bethany-Peniel (Nazarene) College in Oklahoma City, OK.  He then attended Boston School of Theology in 
1946 after which he came to the PNW Conference and was ordained by Bishop Mathews.  He and Catharine were 
married on November 2, 1947. 
      M. Chester Morgan began his career in 1947 appointed to the Methodist Church in Prosser.  He and his wife 
Catharine were still newlyweds when they began.  His easy going manner and her passion and energy made them 
a great team.   From the very beginning, Rev. Chester Morgan was involved in the Conference Camping programs, 
beginning with Twinlow Camp, which was the closest camp to the first appointment in Prosser.  He was the Dean 
at Ocean Park Camp for many years, and later while at Seattle: First, helped to develop Camp Indianola.  
      Catharine and Chester were blessed to have a family: three daughters Ann, Colleen and Gay.   The family 
moved often as Chester would go on to serve Vancouver: East Vancouver, Seattle First Associate, and Seattle: 
Queen Anne; Edmonds Associate; Bellevue: First, Associate; Seattle: Rainier Beach; and Seattle: Shoreline.  He 
was a very attentive father, taking the girls camping and fishing, playing horseshoes, croquet and other games.  He 
traveled to England, the Holy Land and Hawaii; and took on photography as a major hobby. 
      He retired in 1979.  Following retirement, he and his wife Catharine were very involved with the Vashon United 
Methodist Church.  He was outgoing, making friends wherever he went.  Chester was instrumental in founding the 
Indian Center, the Rainier Beach Community Council, and was active in many social justice and interfaith 
activities over the years.  He consistently supported PNW Conference Camping programs.  In retirement, together, 
they brought energy and optimism to their home at Bayview Manor in Seattle: a ministry Chester also helped to 
develop while at Seattle: First.  At home in Bay View Manor, he presented dozens of slide shows to the nursing and 
general community, and he read stories to children in the Childcare Center.   Chester Morgan was a good man who 
made a difference in the lives of many people.  
     Chester Morgan died at age 94, August 3, 2016 in his home at Bayview Manor, on Queen Anne Hill in Seattle, 
WA.  He is survived by his wife of nearly 69 years, Catharine, and their daughters Rev. Ann Morgan (NY), and Gay 
Jensen (Olympia), also 3 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.  Their daughter Colleen A. Morgan of Seattle 
died September 20, 2016.   
     A Memorial gathering to honor Rev. M. Chester Morgan was held on August 31, 2017 at Bayview Manor, with 
Rev. Jan Anderson officiating.  A Memorial Service to honor his life was held Saturday September 17, 2016 at 
Seattle: First United Methodist Church, with Rev. Sharon Moe officiating. 

FRANK NEWELL PETERSON - was born on July 16, 1927 in Bellingham, WA to Frank Marius and Mary 
Evalyn Newell Peterson, where he lived on the family farm in Ferndale, WA until his college years.  Frank received 
his BA from the College of Puget Sound in 1950.  After marrying Kathleen Weidkamp on December 16, 1950 in 
Lynden, WA, he earned his Masters and Doctorate in Sociology of Religion at Iliff School of Theology in Denver, 
CO. They returned to Tacoma in 1954 where he was a Sociology professor and department head, and then 
Associate Academic Dean at the University of Puget Sound until his retirement in 1989.      
     Frank was a member of many professional organizations and honor societies including Phi Kappa Phi and Pi 
Gamma Mu, and served on numerous boards and committees including Pierce County American Red Cross, 
Pierce County Solid Waste Management, Planned Parenthood, Law Enforcement Education Program, Wesley 
Homes, the Tacoma General Hospital School of Nursing, and the Southwest WA Chapter of the National MS 
Society. Frank was ordained as a United Methodist Minister and member of the Pacific Northwest Annual 
Conference in 1954. He served a few years as Associate Pastor at First United Methodist Church, Tacoma, WA 
during his 35-year appointment to UPS. The 60th anniversary of his ordination was celebrated in 2014 at Gig 
Harbor United Methodist Church where he was affiliated from 2011 to the present.   He happily officiated for the 
weddings of many family members and former students.  He and Kathleen graciously entertained countless 



family, faculty, students, church, and community members in their home throughout their life together.  Rev. 
Frank Peterson retired in 1989 as Associate Dean of the University of Puget Sound.      
     After retirement, his passion for serving others and his varied interests were evident. Together with his wife 
and later, daughter Leann, Frank was a volunteer instructor for AARP Driver Safety Classes beginning in 1990, 
later becoming the Washington State Trainer for Instructors from 1995-2010. He mentored several university and 
church interns. Conservation and the environment were key focuses --- he was the king of recycling, saving, and 
reusing!   Woodworking, gardening, harvesting Gravenstein apples and making applesauce, reading, and coin and 
stamp collecting were his key recreational activities.     
     The Rev. Dr. Frank Peterson was a man of great integrity, honored and respected in the community, and deeply 
loved by his family where his wisdom and guidance will forever be remembered and cherished. He is survived by 
daughters Leann (Richard) O'Neill and Carol (Peter) Pitman of Gig Harbor, WA; grandchildren Elizabeth (Kenny) 
Hall of Sequim, WA, and Peter Pitman, Jr. and Brian Pitman, of Gig Harbor, WA; brother-in-law Kenneth 
Weidkamp (Diane) of Beaverton, OR; and special extended family of nieces, nephews, and cousins.    
     Frank passed away at the age of 89 on February 27, 2017 in Tacoma, WA where he had lived since 1954 with his 
beloved wife of over 60 years, Kathleen Weidkamp Peterson, who predeceased him in 2011.   
     A memorial service was held on March 18, 2017 at the Gig Harbor United Methodist Church.  "Well done, good 
and faithful servant."   

WAYNE RALPH SCHAUB - was born on September 16, 1933 in Aurora, Illinois, the son of Ralph and Elva 
(Watson) Schaub.  Wayne entered the ordained ministry in the Central Illinois Annual Conference in 1960 
following his graduation from Garrett Evangelical.  He moved to the Pacific Northwest Conference and served the 
churches in Spokane: Metzger Memorial; Lewiston: Orchards; Seattle: First Associate; Gig Harbor; Cheney; 
Hoquiam and Tumwater.  Wayne retired in 1997.  
     Wayne was a music lover; in the car or at home, tuned into KING FM.  He was a devoted father to his daughter 
Carole and supported her choral music activities both at Anacortes High School and the University of Washington.  
A favorite trip of Wayne’s was a United Methodist choir tour of the Baltics with Carole.  
     During his pastoral career, Wayne would take an annual ski trip to the Monafon Valley in Austria, where he 
would meet up with the same friends year after year.  He even named his sailboat “Madrisa” after his favorite 
mountain peak there.   While he was at Seattle: First he took work teams from the church to Alaska, where he and 
the Rev. John J Shaffer became reacquainted, old friends  from university and seminary years, now on projects in 
Alaska together. 
     Soon after his move to Anacortes, Wayne met Andra, who he always introduced as “The Wife of His Life”.  He 
was most proud of being a grandpa and was thankful for the joy Stella and Dylan brought into his life.  
     He found a happy and active encore to his life in retirement.  He was active as a member of the United 
Methodist Church of Anacortes.  He supported the United Mission in Nepal and he loved and appreciated the 
friendships and fellowships of his United Methodist faith family in Anacortes.  Rev. Richard Feagin helped Rev. 
Wayne baptize his grandson just prior to his death. 
     Rev. Wayne R. Schaub died at the age of 83 on January 31, 2017 at his home surrounded by his family.  
Wayne is survived by his beloved wife, Andra, daughter and son-in-law, Carole and Jason Leander of Anacortes, 
his grandchildren Stella and Dylan Leander, step son and wife, John and Terri Lateer of Mill Creek, WA and his 
sister, Janet Long of Florida.  
    A memorial service celebrating the life of Reverend Wayne R. Schaub was held at the United Methodist Church 
of Anacortes on February 18, 2017. 

ROBERT (BOB) FREDRICK WALLER - was born in Missoula, MT, July 15 1922 to Fred and Pearle (Kridner) 
Waller. His father was an educator, his mother an executive secretary.  The Wallers lived in Alderton, MT only 
briefly, and then moved to the Puyallup Valley where his father was his vice-principal in Bob's grade school days. 
His father became the Superintendent of schools when Bob was in high school at Vaughn Union High School (now 
Peninsula H.S. at Purdy, WA).  It was at a small school in South Dakota that Bob met and fell in love with a fellow 
student named Esther Juanita Brown. Bob went on to attend S.D. University in Vermillion S.D in 1942. Then a 3 
year career in the Navy from 1942-45, as a hospital corpsman. During those Navy years, Bob and Juanita were 
married at his grandmother’s home in Tacoma, WA on July 31, 1943.  After WWII, he and Juanita completed their 
undergraduate college degrees at Seattle Pacific University together, and then moved New York Theological 
Seminary, graduating in 1949.  Bob also did graduate studies at NYU and completed his Masters in Education. 
Bob and Juanita adopted 3 children: Mark, Melanie, and Kathleen and loved their chosen family.  The Wallers 
celebrated life and ministry during their 58 years of marriage.   

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=184185741&affiliateID=372


     Bob and Juanita served in the New York Conference before coming to the PNW Conference in 1954.  They 
served in Bangall and Pleasant Valley, N.Y.; and then in the PNW Conference:  Stevenson WA; Finley-West 
Kennewick; Kennewick: West Highlands; Seattle: Queen Anne; Des Moines; and Kennewick: First UMC.  The 
Wallers retired in 1988 and sadly, Juanita died on June 7, 2001 of brain cancer. 
      In 2006, Robert married Janet Herren of Bainbridge Island and remained in that community until his death. 
Bob was full of life, thoughtful, caring of others, spirited and a voracious reader.   After retirement he volunteered 
for several organizations (Kiwanis, Habitat for Humanity, the local food bank, Seabold UMC activities, etc).   
Wherever he went, he either found a friend he knew or left with a new one.   Bob loved the Lord and served Him 
all his life.   He has left a huge legacy for us to follow. 
     Bob was preceded in death by his parents, his first wife Juanita, his daughter Kathleen S. Waller Budde, a 
brother in law Charles, as well as Janet's first husband Vern in 2001 and their two sons Rick in 1989 and Dwight 
(Jennifer) and their two children in 1997, due to a mudslide on the island. 
     Bob is survived by his wife Janet Herren; his sisters Gwen and Mary Ann (Edward); stepson Scott Herren and 
wife, Mary Beaubien and their two sons Max and Josh; son Mark and his wife Linda Waller and their two sons 
Steven and James; and daughter Melanie Waller.   He leaves behind 5 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren as 
well as nieces and nephews.  
     A memorial service to celebrate the life of Reverend Bob F.Waller was held at Seabold United Methodist 
Church, on Bainbridge Island, March 4, 2017 at 11:00 am.  

* * * * * * * 
SPOUSES OF RETIRED FULL MEMBERS 

ROBERT (BOB) GENE CHAMBERLAIN - was born on November 30, 1936 in Mason City, Washington, the 
son of Otis and Helen Chamberlain.  Bob grew up in Tacoma graduating from Stadium High School.  He attended 
Cascade College in Portland, graduating in 1961 cum laude. From 1961 -1963 he served in the US Army.  He 
married his college sweetheart, Betty Smith, the summer after graduation. They made a family with three 
children: Anna, Theodore and Bradford. Besides local and national travel, he and Betty made several trips to 
Europe as well as Southeast Asia. 
     He went on to complete his Ph.D. at the University of Oregon and spent his career in higher education, 
primarily a Professor of Communications at Seattle Pacific University.   As a member of the SPU facility from 1978 
to 1999, he served on all the faculty standing committees, was twice faculty chair and chaired the Department of 
Communication and Journalism for 15 of his 21 years.   Bob was considered by his colleagues “a model of unselfish 
service” who hosted senior graduation parties in his home.  Known for tackling tasks with the tenacity of a 
bulldog, he was also a storyteller, speech maker, professional baker and master carpenter.  His tasty baked goods 
were featured at faculty retreats.  
     Bob took on a new role as pastor’s spouse when his wife Betty was appointed to serve the United Methodist 
Church in Ridgefield, Washington.   During his last 11 years at SPU, he lived in an apartment in Seattle while Betty 
lived in Ridgefield.  He would spend weekends in Ridgefield and she would spend her days off, Sunday afternoon 
to Tuesday in Seattle.  They were both dedicated to their calling and their marriage.  It was a time of cultural shift: 
the formerly known”Clergy Wives Club”, became “Clergy Spouses Club”, as more and more women became 
ordained in the PNW Conference.  Bob actually went to a Clergy Spouses’ overnight retreat.  The group was all 
women with the exception of Bob and then DS Ed Starr.  He wasn’t about to let the men be left out of spouses 
events!  
     Bob had a full and interesting life.  His woodworking found him creating furniture – among which were a coffee 
table, stereo cabinet and a china hutch.  Another one of Bob’s claims to fame was his ability to complete the New 
York Times crossword puzzle in ink!  
     Bob’s strong support for students led him to establish the Robert G. Chamberlain Communication Mentorship 
Endowment.  This endowment supports both communication and journalism faculty and student research in 
which the faculty member mentors the student in submitting sophisticated research to refereed presentation 
before a professional association or in a scholarly journal.  Students remember “Dr. Bob” affectionately – 
remembering his warmth, wisdom and humor.  He advised one student to find what he was passionate about and 
find a way to get paid for it.  
     Bob died on June 23, 2016 at the age of 79. He was preceded in death by a brother, Jim, and a sister, Nancy. He 
is survived by his wife of 54 years, the Rev. Betty Chamberlain, sons Bradford (Wendy) Chamberlain and 
Theodore (Michele) Chamberlain, daughter Anna Chamberlain, six grandchildren and two great grandchildren.  A 
memorial service for Dr. Bob was held on July 30, 2016 at the Puyallup UMC. 



DUANE LEWIS FEAR -was born October 18, 1946 in St. Louis, MO to Carl and Erma (Calhoon) Fear.  He was 
the second of their three children.  He attended a small neighborhood Presbyterian Church and was happy to say 
he had perfect attendance for eight years.  As a boy, Duane loved baseball, and he dreamed of having a 
professional baseball career.  He tried out for the St. Louis Cardinals, but when he didn’t make the team it did not 
dampen his love for the game.  Duane graduated from Bayliss High School in 1964 and attended Missouri School 
of Mining and Engineering in Rolla, MO for one year.  He began for Southwestern Bell in 1965, then he enlisted in 
the US Navy in 1966.  In September of 1966 he married Virginia (Ginny) Crisman.  The couple moved to 
Washington, DC where Duane served at the Naval Security Station until the end of his enlistment in 1969 when 
they returned to St. Louis and he returned to work at Southwestern Bell.  It was at this time they became parents 
to Sara Jane (Williams), and to Jason Duane.  He was meticulous in his work in the central office and went on to 
join circuit design.  He transferred to Seattle in 1978 where he was promoted to supervisor for Pacific Northwest 
Bell.  He loved his work in the telecommunications industry.  At the time of his death, he was still a full-time 
employee of Century Link.    
 Duane loved sports, baseball and golf in particular.  He coached the women’s softball team the Diamond Dusters 
in Seattle and he played on the Seattle Parks & Rec team, the Divers, who won a championship.  He took up golf in 
the 1980’s and for a few years played golf and baseball with equal enthusiasm.  But it was golf that provided the 
metaphor for his life.  It challenged him to be the best he could be, and Duane strived for excellence in everything 
he did, and this drive for excellence extended to his relationships as husband, father, friend and co-worker.  One 
of the truly memorable experiences of his life was winning a contest in 1988 that enabled him to play golf with the 
great Jack Nicklaus. 
 In 1993, Duane married Cheryl (Taylor) Fear.  The couple lived in Mount Vernon while Duane continued to work 
in Seattle.  At the end of 2004 he was diagnosed with B-cell non-Hodgkins lymphoma.  Duane’s strength of 
character, body, and spirit rose to the occasion, and he came through the chemo and radiation treatments like a 
champ.  He completed his cancer treatments at the same time his wife completed seminary.  He was ardent in his 
support of Chery’s call to ordained ministry in the United Methodist Church moving with her to Spokane, 
Cashmere and back to Bellingham.  He loved to sing, and joined the Apollo Men’s Choir in Wenatchee, and the 
choir at Garden Street UMC. 
 Duane was a proud grandfather of seven grandchildren and was looking forward to the arrival of his first great 
grandchild.  Duane loved life and made life for everyone around him better.  His son-in-law, Ron, said, “I am a 
better man because I know Duane.”  To which his daughter, Sara, added, “We’re all better because we know 
Duane.”  His granddaughter Lindsay said, “Grandpa is legendary.”  He was the epitome of a gentle-man. 
 Duane is survived by his wife, Cheryl; daughter, Sara Williams (Mark); son, Jason Duane Fear (Jen); Cheryl’s 
children, Marnie Harris (Ron) and Terry Lee Taylor; sister, Diane Wagner and sister-in-law, Linda Fear, and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
   Duane Lewis Fear passed away at Swedish Hospital ICU, Seattle, WA on Saturday, surrounded by his wife and 
children on September 3 2016.  A memorial service was held on September 10, 2016 At Mount Vernon UMC. 

LOLA MARGARET BROOKE LAWSON - was born in Corvallis, Oregon on April 29, 1933 to Ralph and Ila 
Brooke.  She attended Willamette University where she met Norm Lawson.  They were married on August 23, 
1953.  Norm and Lola began a team in ministry and life that would celebrate over 63 years of marriage.  The 
Lawsons moved to Evanston, Illinois where Norm attended Garrett Evangelical Seminary and Lola earned her 
teaching degree at Northwestern University.  They returned to the Pacific Northwest where Norm was appointed 
to be the pastor at the Toppenish Methodist Church.  It was there they began ministry together and created a 
family.  Their daughters Ellen and Kathy were born in Toppenish.  In 1961 the Lawson family moved to Auburn 
where they served at the Auburn Methodist Church. They also served the following churches: Tacoma: First 
Methodist, Wenatchee: First UMC and later in retirement, they served the Seabold UMC on Bainbridge Island.  
     Lola had her own ministry as a pastor’s wife in the churches Norm served, as a joyful presence to the 
congregations.  She also took on the role as District Superintendent’s wife when Norm served as the 
Superintendent of the Columbia River District and later the Seattle District.  They retired in 1995 and moved to 
Wesley Homes in Des Moines, Washington.  
     While a support and wise partner to Norm, Lola also had a role entirely her own, outside the life of her church.  
As an elementary school teacher, she delighted in teaching first graders for many years.   Mrs. Lawson was a much 
loved teacher who gave her young students a good foundation for the years to come.  But the role Lola loved the 
best was being a support to her husband and her daughters.  She was an ideal pastor’s wife when that wasn’t an 
easy thing to do.  She shared in the ministry of the church in hospitality and a gracious welcome to all.  As a 



Superintendent’s wife she was involved in making new pastors and their spouses feel comfortable in the world of 
the church.  She would open her home to students, pastors and parishioners.   Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky 
shared that as a pastor with growing children, she would think of the days when the Lawsons would open their 
home to students from UPS – marveling at how Lola made it seem so easy – balancing pastoral life and raising 
children. The Lawson home was always a place of welcome.  
     Lola was a devoted mother to her daughters and delighted when grandchildren would arrive.  She was always 
planning and preparing for the next family event.  Lola was an avid family photographer and would document 
events, sharing her photos with friends.  
     Retirement didn’t slow Lola down.  She was tireless in visiting at the Health Center, writing cards for all 
occasions, making phone calls to the ill and lonely and playing piano for the Memory Care Center.   She always 
knew who was in need, who needed some special care and found energy to reach out to as many as she could.  She 
was also her own form of Women’s advocate, helping women reach their potential through PEO (Philanthropic 
Education Organization), through United Methodist Women and numerous individual projects.  
     Throughout her whole life Lola Lawson was a woman of deep and abiding faith.  She spent hours each day 
reading and studying the Bible and lifting others up to God.  She cherished her family, her friends and her God.   
She passed away at the age of 83 on February 7, 2017 at Wesley Homes, where an overflow crowd gathered, those 
who counted Lola as a friend, those Lola counted as friends… on February 19, 2017. 
     Lola is survived by her beloved husband, Norm; daughter Ellen (Glenn) Eddy; daughter Kathy (Jim) Polo, 5 
grandchildren, one great granddaughter and was thrilled to be expecting a great grandson.  

* * * * * * * 
SPOUSES OF DECEASED MEMBERS 

MARY JOSEPHINE MAGILL LAKE - was born in Tacoma, Washington on July 31, 1923 to Floyd and Bernice 
(Siler) Magill.  She was better known to her friends and family as Mary Jo.  She attended school in Randle, 
Washington.  After high school graduation, Mary Jo attended college in Seattle where she studied business and 
voice.  While in Seattle, she met her future husband John “Earl” Lake.  He was from rural Harrisonville.  At that 
time Earl was an engineer at Boeing.  
     Mary Jo and Earl were married on June 29, 1947 in Randle.  He had become a Methodist pastor and together 
they served churches in Colorado and Utah.  In 1955 the Lakes came back home when he was admitted into the 
Pacific Northwest Annual Conference.   They were blessed with the birth of their daughter Ann and son Allen.  
They served churches in Cottonwood-Nez Perce, Lewiston: Orchards, Benton City, Deer Park-Wild Rose, 
Harrington-Reardan, Kalama and Asotin-Anatone.  Following retirement, the Lakes lived in Mesa, Arizona and 
Grants Pass, Oregon. Earl died on May 17, 1984.   
     Following Earl’s death Mary Jo moved to be closer to her children first to Greeley, Colorado and later to 
Cincinnati, Ohio. She lived in Cincinnati for over 22 years where she managed her son’s apartments.  She returned 
to Greeley in 2016.  Mary Jo died on September 25, 2016 at the age of 93.  
     Mary Jo Lake is survived by her daughter Ann Lorraine Jacobson (Paul) of Greeley and her son Allen Lysle 
Lake (Kathleen) of Lake Cincinnati; her grandchildren Kristin Jacobson, Erik (Sarah) Jacobson, Jessica Lake and 
Peter (Rebeca) Lake.  A service to celebrate Mary Jo’s  life was held on October, 1, 2016 in Greeley, Colorado.  

ALVINA L. HARRIS CHURCH PERO - was born on October 15, 1921 in Comertown, Montana to Alvina and 
Guy Harris.  She was the only daughter of 4 children.  A country girl, Alvina rode horseback to bring in her 
family’s cows. She would recall how as a child she and her brothers would ride in a covered wagon to school. 
During the winters they would travel to school and church in a sleigh with a wood burning stove to keep warm.    
After high school graduation Alvina worked as a nanny in Seattle.  It was there that she met her future husband, 
Elmer Church.  They were married May 10, 1945.  Elmer and Alvina had three daughters, Leah, Dianna and 
Hollie.  She was preceded in death by a son, Edward James.  
     Alvina loved the life of a pastor’s wife.  She was supportive of Elmer’s ministry but found her own as well.  She 
was involved with the church and bringing up their daughters.  She participated in many organizations.  She 
worked with the March of Dimes, Eastern Star, Amaranth, Christian Women’s Club, EXPOW group in Tacoma, as 
well as serving her church as a Sunday school and Bible School teacher and youth group leader.  
     She loved to dance and sing, sewing all her children’s clothes and their prom dresses as well.  She loved to cook, 
especially baking cookies, and gave them the “never will forget” perms.  She was a gracious hostess creating 



special holiday open houses using her beautiful dishes.  But of all the things she did, she loved being a mommy the 
most.  Her family loved her dearly as she was kind hearted and giving.  
     She and Elmer served churches in Clatskanie, OR; Salem, OR: Associate; Tacoma: Calvary; Hoquiam; Colfax; 
and Tacoma: Fern Hill.  They retired in 1976 and Elmer died on June 14, 1986.   
     She remarried Glen V. Pero on July 25, 1987, and he preceded her in death on January 3, 2003.   She is 
survived by her daughters Leah Starling, Dianna Stiebrs, Hollie Brand and husband Gary; grandson Elijah; 
granddaughter Kiasa Kuyendall, her husband Scott and their children Hailey, Abby, Jacob and Ella; grandson 
Yany Stiebrs, wife Sara and their children Hayden and Cohen; granddaughter Ania, grandson Chad Downey, wife 
Stephanie and their son Wyatt; grandson Curt Downey, wife Benisha and their son Curt.  
      She was preceded in death by her husbands: Elmer James Church and Glen Valentine Pero; her parents, her 
siblings, her sons in law John Stiebrs and Al Starling and many dear friends she made over the years.  Alvina died 
at the age of 94 on June 4, 2016 at her home in the Rosario Assisted Living Facility in Anacortes, WA.  The 
celebration of her life was accented by pink roses, her favorite color and flower.  She was laid to rest in Spanaway, 
WA, next to her beloved husband, Elmer J. Church.   

* * * * * * * 
PART-TIME LOCAL PASTOR 

BETTY JUNE PFOUTS DISTLER - was the third born of four daughters. She was born on December 4, 1926 
to Elmer and Lela Lile Miller of LaGrande, Oregon.  She attended LaGrande schools during the Great Depression 
and World War II.  She graduated from LaGrande High School in 1945.   Betty had a lovely soprano voice and was 
a frequent performer in church and community activities.  She grew up attending the First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in LaGrande.  After high school graduation, Betty attended Northwest Christian College 
where she majored in music.  While there she met, and married Loren Edward Arnett, who was an ordained 
minister in the Christian Church.  Together they moved to Indiana so he could pursue a graduate degree in 
theology at Butler University in Indianapolis.  During his student days, they served the Michigantown’s Christian 
Church where he was the pastor and Betty was the director of music.   Truly a ministry team, the Arnetts served 
churches in Aberdeen and Yakima before moving to Seattle.  Rev. Arnett became one of the founders of the 
Washington Association of Churches.  The Arnetts had three children: Meri, Norman and Douglas.  Betty and 
Loren’s marriage ended in divorce.  
     Always active, Betty worked for the Shoreline Schools and the American Cancer Society.   Betty also served as a 
docent at the Seattle’s Museum of History and Industry where she assisted in the development of the 
Underground Seattle Tours.   
     Betty married J. Dale Bailey in Moses Lake where she became stepmother to his three children, Cheri, Ann and 
Howard.  After the Baileys’ marriage ended, Betty moved to Pullman, Washington where she was the house 
mother at the Alpha Phi Sorority, being honored as WSU’s Mother of the Year in 1983.  
     Betty moved again to Port Townsend where she started a retail business and volunteered at the local historical 
society.  It was in Port Townsend where she joined the United Methodist Church and heard a call to ministry. 
Upon completing her education through Claremont School of Theology in California, she was appointed Lay 
Pastor to the United Methodist Churches in South Bend and Bay Center, Washington.  She pastored in those small 
communities with joy and grace until her retirement in 1997.  
      Always open to recreating her life, Betty reconnected with John Distler, a family friend from their time in 
Yakima.  They married in 2001 and she and John moved to Yakima.  She joined his church, Wesley UMC, in 
Yakima, WA.  She was a devoted mother and wife; a steadfast sister; a woman of unwavering faith. 
     Betty died on September 5, 2016 in Yakima. Betty June is survived by her husband John, her three children, 
Meri Arnett-Kremain, Norman Arnett and Douglas Arnett; six step children, four grandchildren, six great 
grandchildren.   She is also survived by her sisters Joan and Janice.  Her sister Mona died in 2015.  

* * * * * * * 
RETIRED CERTIFIED LAY MINISTER 



GAYLE DODGE DICKSON - was born in Seattle, Washington on June 17, 1926, the daughter of Fern and Faye 
Dodge. She graduated from Everett High School and went on to study nursing at Providence Hospital School of 
Nursing.  She earned her Bachelor of Science Nursing degree.  Gayle was a lifelong learner serving in three 
professions during her working career.  She also was the amazing mother of three children: Patricia, Robert and 
David.  
     She began working as a Registered Nurse specializing in Emergency Care, Intensive Care, Surgery and Home 
Health.  Her calmness and compassion greatly comforted the patients she served.  Gayle would go on to earn a 
Master’s Degree in Theology and a Certificate in Marriage and Family Counseling.  She was an amazing counselor 
and small group leader.  A careful listener, she deeply cared about the clients she counseled.  Always eager to 
study and share what she learned, she authored several books, was a popular speaker and an enlightening Bible 
Study leader.  Gayle was truly ministering as a nurse and as a counselor.   She served as the assistant to the pastor 
at Grace United Methodist Church in Tacoma for one year and then as a Certified Lay minister at the Littlerock 
UMC for 9 years.  A well respected pastor, the church was blessed by her leadership.   
     Gayle treasured her close friendships and loved being with her family.  She enjoyed traveling all over the world.  
She loved being with her children, and enjoyed her grandchildren and great grandchildren.  She will be deeply 
missed and dearly remembered by many friends and by her family. Those who knew her will continue to treasure 
her memory. 
     Gayle died at the age of 90 on October 8, 2016 in Lacey, Washington. “I shall pass through this world but once.  
Any good therefore that I can do or any kindness that I can show to any human being, let me do it now.  Let me 
not defer or neglect it for I shall not pass this way again.”  
     Gayle Dickson is survived by her sons, Robert, David (Molly); daughter Pat Bird (Bill); three grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren.  A memorial service to celebrate the life of Gayle D. Dickson was held on October 22, 
2016 at Littlerock United Methodist Church, where she had so lovingly provided leadership for 9 years.   

* * * * * * * 
LAITY IN THE LIFE OF THE CONFERENCE WHO HAVE DIED 

SINCE THE LAST ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

JANE BRAZELL ~ was born September 15, 1965 and died unexpectedly on March 8, 2017.  She was only 52 
years old.  In her short lifetime, she seemed to have packed in a few more lifetimes.  She was a powerhouse. Jane 
was a Lay Member to Annual Conference for many years.  She was a member of University Place United Church, 
and in the last 12-18 months of her life, she had affiliated with Create Commons in Tacoma, and was very involved 
with them in their emerging ministry. 
     During her time as a member of the University of Puget Sound staff, Jane filled a variety of roles – including as 
a member of the Associate Deans’ Office staff and as ASL interpreter for ASUPS President David Bahar ‘02 – but 
for many was best known as a frequent ASL interpreter for campus events and individual students, faculty, staff, 
and guests with a hearing disability.   Following her death, several campus members shared memories of Jane 
sparring with Swope Lecturer Reza Aslan as he tried to stump her ASL by speaking in Farsi, and the pride she had 
in helping translate for one of her intellectual and spiritual heroes, Pierce Lecturer Dr. Cornell West.   Outside of 
her specific professional roles, Jane was a constant advocate for inclusion, justice, and compassion.  She was a 
proud queer woman.  She was one of the first on campus to explicitly and unconditionally offer support and 
mentorship to transgender and non-binary members of the community, and was someone who saw everybody as 
someone who deserved her attention and her care.  
     Through her beloved niece, Becca, a student at the Univ. of Puget Sound, Jane met students experiencing food 
insecurity and was a crucial voice in beginning the push to establish the now fully-functioning student food pantry 
at the University of Puget Sound.    Jane embodied the “Once a Logger, Always a Logger” mentality, continuing to 
serve the campus in dramatic ways long after the end of her university employment. 
     Beyond campus, Jane was a long-time advisory board member for the Youth Chaplaincy Coalition (serving the 
spiritual and religious needs of incarcerated youth in Washington State); active with OASIS and the Rainbow 
Center, particularly in supporting LGBTQ+ young people in Tacoma; active with the Reconciling Ministries 
Network and was a strong supporter of Camping Ministries, volunteering every year with Operation Purple Camp, 
an interfaith/intercultural summer camp at Lazy F Camp in Ellensburg, WA, designed to support the particular 
needs of the children of military families. 



     On the day she lost consciousness, Jane hosted the culmination of a 2 year project of hers: a church-campus-
community workshop on Bystander Intervention with acts of bias and hate, bringing together faculty, students, 
community activists, retirees, and local church folks; in an effort to bring people together for justice in Tacoma.    
She was a woman of quick humor who held people accountable to the pursuit of their best selves.  She loved to 
cook and she loved sunrise views of Mt. Rainier from her apartment.  A memorial service to celebrate Jane’s life 
was held Sunday, March 26, 2017 in Kilworth Memorial Chapel on the campus of the University of Puget Sound.   
 

ISAIAS “IKE” CAPS - Isaias Capistrano Caps was born in Bauang, La Union Philippines on February 10, 1924, 
to Hilarion and Gregorio Capistrano.   
     Ike enlisted in the Navy on November 12, 1941 and retired from active service after 21 years on June 14, 1963 as 
a YNC (Yeoman Navy Chief).  “Ike” served on many ships during his service and never could get the love of ships 
out of his system,  so when he retired, he returned to Seattle and worked as a Supervisor of Shipbuilding for 
another 20+ years.  He received many medals for his service in the Navy and numerous awards from his job.  
     Ike was a 1968 chartering member of Beacon United Methodist Church in Seattle, WA.  Up to the time of his 
death, Ike was an active and beloved member of his church.  He never stopped serving God and God’s people 
through the different ministries of the church.  
     Ike was also an active member of the Seattle District Lay Leadership, and of the PNW Annual Conference, for 
many years.   He once served as Chair of the Ethnic Ministry Local Church Committee which eventually became 
the Commission on Ethnic Ministries.   In recognition of his great contributions and outstanding humble service 
to the church and the PNW Conference, Ike received The Bishop’s Award in 1980.  
     A list of the Councils and Commissions which Ike Caps served on: 1. The General Commission on Religion and 
Race in Washington, D.C. (8 years); 2. The Conference Commission on Religion and Race (8 years);  
3. The Conference Council on Ministries; 4. The Conference Commission on Ethnic Ministries; 5. The Conference 
Board of Global Ministries. 
     Ike also loved the outdoors and took his family and friends camping and fishing, rain or shine. The family’s best 
memories are of sitting around the campfire and road trips with the family and the grandkids.   Ike and Juanita 
were blessed with 12 grandchildren: Roddy, Stephanie, Jason, BJ, Jamikay, Isaias, Coni, Bryce, Gavin, Cody, Seth, 
and Raymond and 9 great-grandchildren: Olivia, Justine, Braxten, Grace, Braylen, Mason, Gage, Orion, and 
Alexander. 
     He passed away peacefully at the age of 93 in his home, surrounded by his family, on Thursday, May 11, 2017.  
He is survived by his sister, Iluminada (Reuben) Batoon, brother-in-law Romeo Mojica and 4 children: Ron Caps, 
Sam Capistrano, Ramona Capistrano, and Becky (Fred) Eslava.  He was uncle to over 75 nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his wife Juanita, son Isaias Jr., brothers: Samuel and Bonifacio Capistrano, and 
sisters: Josefina Capistrano Veloso and Trifina Capistrano Mojica. 
     Ike was truly a faithful servant of Jesus Christ.  Well done, good and faithful servant! 

STEVE FARMER – was known to us as the Food Services Manager at Lazy F Camp and Retreat Center in 
Ellensburg, WA, where he worked, beginning in 2011, for 5 years and three months.  In that time, it is estimated 
that he served about 150,000 meals to over 18,000 people!    We honor him for the loving energy and spirit he 
shared with the campers who came through the Lazy F Camp over the years, for his laughter and dedication, hard 
work and innovations with the menus and especially for his famous Taco Bar.   His life was cut short by an aortic 
aneurism at the age of 63.  He was still working at the Lazy F Camp at the time of his death.  
     Steve was born on November 12, 1952 to parents Jerry and Verna Farmer.   Steve had four siblings, an older 
brother Mike, a younger brother Dave and two younger sisters Terri and Sharon.  Over the years his family lived 
up and down the west coast in Pasadena, California, where he was born, along with other towns such as Redmond, 
Washington; Chino, California; and Beaverton, Oregon.   Steve attended Redmond High School.  From 1971 
through 1975, Steve lived in Corvallis, Oregon and worked at A&W and the Gay Parfait restaurants to pay his way 
through college at Oregon State University.  He enjoyed working in food service and seeds of his dream: to own a 
restaurant, were planted in those years.   Steve graduated from OSU in 1975 and took a teaching job in Valsetz, a 
small logging town in the coastal range close to Corvallis.  He taught 4th and 5th graders and even though teaching 
in a remote, rain soaked mill town provided many challenges, Steve loved it.  He poured his heart and soul into his 
classroom, like he did for everything else in life.   
     He was married to Cathy, moved to and taught in Australia, dazzled people with his guitar music, kept teaching 
school, snorkeled the Great Barrier Reef, body surfed the waves of Perth and drove across the massive Nullabor 
desert in his favorite VW bus. Still he dreamed of starting a restaurant. They moved to Beaverton OR, and two 



years later, he quit teaching and opened his restaurant named Acapulco’s Gold Mexican restaurant in NW 
Portland.   It had a feeling of home, a feeling of festive parties, a feeling of belonging to something wonderful.  
They had two children who came to the restaurant in baby carriers, while the couple worked in the restaurant. 
     In addition to opening Acapulco’s Gold, Steve opened numerous other establishments.  He opened Mexican 
restaurants in Hillsboro, Tigard, SW Portland, along with a bar in NW Portland and a deli in NE Portland.  
Obviously hospitality was in Steve’s blood, but his was a special kind of hospitality.   It was Steve’s unconditional 
love and radical hospitality at “The Gold” that created a unique and very special community: a community where 
everyone was accepted and cherished.  It was a very special time and place for all those who were part of the 
family.  Acapulco’s Gold was an extension of Steve’s immense spirit and radiant love in action.  
     The Farmer family’s most favorite place was the beautiful Wallowa Mountains, in eastern Oregon.   Steve and 
his family would take summer vacations there as often as possible.  The remote cabins along Wallowa Lake 
provided much loved time together away from the crazy pace of Portland life.  Treasured family time hiking trails, 
riding the gondola up the mountain, horseback riding, go cart racing, renting boats and floating out on the lake, 
campfires and s’mores helped create private family treasures equal to the grand experiences of city life in 
Portland.   
     Steve loved his children, family and friends deeply.  He loved his “restaurant family” and friends deeply.   
Still, later in life, there was a divorce.  In 2010, Steve was reunited with his high school sweetheart, Claudia 
Guilford, after 40 years.  They bought a home in Roslyn, WA, in the Cascade Mountains, and adopted a dog 
named Barkley, who mourns Steve’s passing… On May 28, 2011, Steve began working at our Lazy F Camp and 
Retreat Center.   Steve loved his music and continued to dazzle by playing his Takamine 12-string guitar.  Claudia 
worked with Steve at Lazy F Camp periodically, helping to prepare and serve food.  They were together 6 years 
when his life was cut short.  Not long before he died, he told Claudia “I love it here.  I want to live here forever.”   
Steve Farmer was airlifted from Yakima, and died on September 3, 2016, at OHSU in Portland, Oregon. 
     Dave Burfiend, Lazy F Camp Director had these words to say of Steve: “Steve was a great cook, teacher, mentor, 
staff member, and servant.  He was able to combine his love and enthusiasm for cooking with his desire to help 
young people learn that cooking is not just following a recipe, but a process to create nourishing meals that people 
enjoy.”  His kindness, laughter and love for life was truly contagious and touched many people. 
     A Memorial Service to celebrate his life was held in Portland, OR at McMenamins Edgefield, on November 12, 
2016.  On December 11, 2016 A Celebration of Life and Gifts was held at Lazy F Camp and Retreat Center for 
Steve, starting with a program and concluding with a traditional camp meal: a Taco Bar in the Dining Hall, which 
featured Steve’s recipes for homemade salsa, refried beans and specially seasoned beef and chicken. 
     Steve is survived by his partner, Claudia Guilford and his son and daughter Jesse and Shawna Farmer. 

                                                                         
JANICE ELAINE (BURNS) HALLADAY - was born on December 28, 1943, in Coupeville, WA, and passed 
away on Mother's Day, May 14, 2017 at home in Mill Creek, Washington with her husband, Nik, at her side.  
Janice had been diagnosed with ALS in December, 2015.  Janice was born to parents Ralph and Eva Burns on 
December 28, 1943 in Coupeville, WA.  She graduated from Everett High School in 1962.  Janice and her husband 
of 54 years, Nik, were married on April 20, 1963 in Everett, WA.  She will be remembered as someone who always 
put the needs of family and friends ahead of her own—always there when you needed her.  She enjoyed hosting 
family gatherings and celebration of all kinds, making sure that each person felt loved and supported on their 
special day.     Janice was an avid sports fan, participating in soccer in her younger days and later enjoying both 
her grandchildren’s teams as well as all the Seattle professional teams.  She enjoyed spending time at their 
summer home on the shores of Lake Chelan, reading books and traveling the world with her husband Nik and 
many of their closest friends. 
     We knew Janice because of her wonderful supportive work within the PNW United Methodist Church.  Janice 
was a worker.  She served on the Board of Deaconess Children’s Services when it still existed, on The Conference 
Camping Board of Stewards, on the Conference Board of Pensions and on the Northwest United Methodist 
Foundation. 
     She had a very successful 25 year career in the banking industry, as head of operations for Pioneer Bank and 
then later serving on the Board of Directors for Cascade Bank.   Janice was also active in the community serving 
on several local non-profit boards including the Community Ministry Board and Foundation for Providence 
Everett Medical Center as well as Volunteers of America.      
     Janice was a person of faith: a deep inner faith and an outward, active faith.  And many people were touched as 
a result.  Janice lived a life of service.  Service was a part of Janice’s caring, creative work. 
     She is survived by her husband, Nik; mother, Eva Mae Burns; brother and sister-in-law, Bob and Joan Burns; 
sister-in-law, Joy Halladay; son, Tim Halladay; daughters, Shanley Johndrow and Michele Kennedy; and seven 
grandchildren. 



     A memorial service to celebrate the life of an incredible woman, Janice Halladay, was held at Cedar Cross 
United Methodist Church on Saturday, June 10, 2017 at 11:00am. 
  
 
JAMES (JIM) ANDREW MOORE JR.  - was born in Spokane on November 9, 1941, the second child and first 
son of James and Louise Moore. The son of a Methodist pastor, Jim spent his grade school years in Omak and 
attended North Central High School in Spokane.  He was active in music, church and sports – playing football for 
North Central and then for the University of Puget Sound.   It was during college that Jim attended a service 
where he felt a call to ministry.  His roommates were amazed, this son and grandson of Methodist ministers didn’t 
strike them as the preacher type.  Jim went on to study at Wesley Seminary in Washington, D.C.  Having grown up 
in rural Eastern Washington, his faith was challenged and shaped by his experiences of the inner city. The needs 
of the world cried out to him from the streets.  At the end of his first year while he was studying for finals he was 
overwhelmed with tunes in his head.  Unsure of where God was calling him, Jim set aside his books and wrote the 
song “Down the Road of Life”.  His call was not for parish work but to make the world his parish.  He was going to 
trust where God was calling him.  
     During his time in seminary he met and married his wife Vivian Davis.  It was an important time for Jim, to 
listen to the spirit moving within him as he began collaboration with his new partner, Tom Paige.  The two formed 
a music ministry “Dust and Ashes”, and traveled the country, sharing their witness through music and songs.  
Following a number of years of national touring Jim and Vivian made a commitment to return home to Central 
Washington and create a music ministry.  
     Over the years Jim brought joy through funny songs and serious ballads. He was commissioned to write a song 
for the (then) new Covenant United Methodist Church in Spokane.   Through his Jim Moore Creative Ministries 
he appeared as a guest artist and speaker at churches, camps and retreats across the northwest. Whether at a 
camp fire, in front of youth CONVO or for a couple of kids in Sunday School Jim’s love of God’s people was 
infectious. For many in this Annual Conference, Jim’s music was the soundtrack of their call to ministry.  His 
heart was always drawn back to Ephrata and Blue Lake where the Moores raised their two sons, Jonathan and 
Joshua.   
     Jim was very involved with his local community serving as a volunteer fire fighter and a coach of pole vaulting 
at Ephrata High School.  He and Vivian retired to Blue Lake where he led summer services.  Jim believed that 
knowing Jesus is not a religion but a relationship to be enjoyed.  
     In 2014 Jim and Vivian moved to Spokane to be near family.  He continued to play guitar and to sing to the 
other residents and staff at the Fairwood Retirement Village where they lived. To the last day of his life Jim’s calm 
and sincere smile could still endear people to him.  
     Jim died in Spokane on August 21, 2016 at the age of 74. He is survived by his wife Vivian, two sons Jonathan 
and Joshua, his sisters Bonnie Hembt and Marilyn Saber, and four grandchildren.  Services were held at the 
Northview Bible Church and a graveside at Fairmount Memorial Park – just down the road from Albi stadium 
where Jim played High School football.  

VERA ORA WINSLOW- former Inland District Administrative assistant, passed away at home on October 14, 
2016, following a brief battle with lung cancer. She was born at Fort Polk, Louisiana on June 23, 1945, the second 
daughter of Ralph Winslow and Vera Ora Taylor. After a rocky beginning that included early years on a 
Snohomish dairy farm and homesteading in British Columbia, the family settled in Spanaway, where she 
graduated from Bethel High School in 1962.  She learned to play piano at a local Nazarene church, and developed 
a life-long love of reading, and learning all she could of Scripture, and of life… 
     Vera Ora completed one year at Seattle Pacific University, then began work with the Boeing Company as a 
secretary. She married Richard Stevens, a Boeing engineer, and they had two children, Rick Stevens and Ingrid 
(Pierre) Falip.  A second marriage, also to an engineer, took them to projects in North Carolina, North Dakota, and 
Montana.  As that marriage ended, she returned to Ballard, completed an AA degree at North Seattle College, 
worked in property management and then for the financial aid departments of City University and Bastyr 
University.  While working for City University, she completed her BA in Business Administration in 1993, and 
while at Bastyr, completed a Masters in Applied Behavior Psychology in 1995.       
     After a 2001 move to Spokane to work for Apollo University’s financial aid department, she came to really enjoy 
her adopted community, jumping into the community theater, musical theater, and the local opera scene.  She 
joined Central United Methodist Church, where she sang in the choir and assisted with financial management. 



When Apollo was bought out and her job ended, the Inland District Superintendent Rev. JoAnna Olson hired her 
as the District’s Administrative Assistant in 2007.  She retired in 2014 with the creation of the District Service 
Center. She oversaw district financials, organized files, wrote letters and prepared paperwork.  She was amazingly 
organized, and had a place for everything.  When she needed to, she tackled new software and mastered new 
hardware as it came along with good skill and humor.  She threw herself into the role as an ambassador for the 
district, visiting churches in the area when they had a bazaar or rummage sale, connecting with people, building 
good will for the district.  She was always willing to extend a helping hand with a difficult-to-complete form, and 
was a pleasure to work with.  The church extends its gratitude for her faithful service to the Inland District.  
     She participated in many of the Lay Speaking courses the district offered, along with Conference-wide training 
for Certified Lay Ministers, and she was a quick study, with a good sense of her limits and her gifts. She was 
invited to preach in several churches as a Lay Speaker, and she studied deeply in preparation for her messages. 
She was also known for her photography, which graced the covers of District Directories and the walls of the 
district office.  She is survived by her sister Rosetta Kastama, her son, Richard Stevens, her daughter, Ingrid Falip 
and three grandsons—Theodore, Benjamin and Quentin Falip. A celebration of her life was held at 1:30 PM on 
Saturday, October 29th, at Audubon Park United Methodist Church in Spokane, WA.  Rev. Dale L. Cockrum 
officiated at her service.  

* * * * * * * 
Clergy Memoirs and Conference Laity Memoirs prepared by: 

Reverend Joyce O’Connor-Magee and Cathy Lang, Conference Pensions Staff 

~ DISCONTINUED CHURCHES ~ 

Rocklyn Zion United Methodist Church, Davenport WA 

     The church started in the fall of 1883.  Since there was no church building, the services were held in the home 
of Gottlieb and Mina Mielke for the first six years.  Then their first pastor arrived on June 15, 1884.  In the 
summer of 1889, a new church building was erected and completed for the dedication services which were held 
October 22, 1889.  After this, the church was known as the Zion German Methodist Church.  Since most of the 
congregation was of German descent, all worship services, preaching, singing, and Bible reading were in German. 
      During the summer of 1905, the old Zion church was replaced by a new and more spacious one, which was 
built on the same location.  The new Zion Methodist Episcopal Church was dedicated on October 22, 1905. Their 
first female pastor was Mrs. Millie L King, appointed in 1945.  She served the church until September 1950.  
     They had many years of camp meetings, celebrations, and annual church picnics.  Life was full of anniversaries 
and celebrations throughout the years, including their centennial celebration in 1983.  
      Rocklyn Zion UMC will officially close at the end of June 2017, with their closing worship service on July 9, 
2017 after 134 years of meaningful ministry.  They were resilient and faithful until the end.  Upon closure, they 
will become a “community chapel” (with its’ own local board of directors) for special services, including weddings 
and funerals, fall and spring “hymn sings” and other parties and celebrations, whereby they will continue to reach 
out to the community with God’s grace.   Most members will be transferring their membership to either 
Harrington UMC or Davenport UMC. 



Spirit of Grace, formerly First United Methodist Church, Everett, WA  

     The Methodist Church in Everett Washington began in a home in 1892.  Several churches originated through 
the years from that beginning.  In July 2011, the two remaining churches, Everett First UMC and St. Paul UMC 
merged to form the Spirit of Grace UMC.   

     Over the span of 125 years, children were educated, baptized and introduced to Christ through Sunday school 
and Vacation Bible School.  Youth explored the neighborhood and the larger world in mission trips and local 
projects.   Adults studied the Bible and life issues and engaged in local and international missions.   
      Most recently, a small, faithful group with the support of the congregation provided one day weekly 140 bag 
lunches to homeless individuals in Everett.  The time has come to acknowledge that the current membership 
cannot financially sustain ministry and maintain the building on 3530 Colby.  
     Integral features of the building will be used by Cocoon House, an outreach to homeless teens in Snohomish 
County as they build a new facility on this lot.  It is our hope that the legacy we leave behind as capital assets will 
fund future ministry presence by the United Methodist Church in Everett. 
                                                      “For all that has been, thanks.  For all that will be, Yes.” 

Korean United Methodist Church, Olympia, WA 

      Halleluiah!  Praise the Lord Jesus who saves humanity through God’s churches.   In 1993, Tacoma First Korean 
UMC invited Rev. Kwan Cho to be the Education Pastor.   Rev. Cho came to the United States with his family.   
After serving six months as the Education Pastor, Rev. Cho and 30 members of Tacoma First Korean decided to 
plant a new church to reach the Korean community in the Olympia area.    
     In the early years, Olympia Korean UMC grew to be sixty people in worship on Sunday mornings.  However, the 
growth was not able to continue.   A few years after the church began, Olympia KUMC started to lose its core-
members.   This is typical trend in Korean ministry because immigrant families often relocate to other states 
seeking better opportunities.   Olympia KUMC soon had only a dozen members and was never able to regain its 
momentum.  When Rev. Cho retired in 2016, the few remaining members in the church left.    
     Over many years of ministry, the congregation exhibited fruit in the form of lives transformed.   While the 
church was never able to build its own building as it had dreamed, it will leave a legacy in the form of a parsonage 
in Lacy, Washington.   
     Rev. Cho and his wife were wholly devoted to the church for over two decades.   While Olympia was a difficult 
place to grow a Korean church, Rev. Cho and his wife had indomitable spirits to keep the church open.  He was so 
dedicated to the church Rev. Cho sold off his inherited properties in Korea and used the funds to support his 
ministry for the past twenty three years.    This kind of devotion surpasses the expectations of any pastor in this 
day and age.   Rev. Cho was a man of prayer and indomitable will.   
     It is my prayer that God has received Rev. Cho’s sacrifice and devotion, allowing a new life to be born of its 
legacy.   ~Written by Yong Kyu Park- Lead Pastor of Tacoma First Korean UMC 

Central United Methodist Church, Spokane, WA 

     The church started 140 years ago in 1876.   What began as a neighborhood church for the downtown area of 
Spokane (which meant most walked from home to the neighborhood church) had many years of vital ministry and 
they became the “launching pad” for most of the other area United Methodist Churches in Spokane (either directly 
or indirectly).  



     Their history is marked with significant events, such as the beginning of Father’s Day.  During Mother’s Day in 
1909 a member of Central Methodist Episcopal church began a movement that had its first Father’s Day 
celebration in 1910, although it didn’t become a national holiday until 1972. 
      Over the years, they developed a significant outreach to the homeless and hungry in Spokane through the 
beginning of Shalom Ministries, which continues to this day.    Over its past few years, the congregation entered 
into a discernment process that would illuminate the fact that there was no feasible, sustainable or reasonable 
plan that would allow the congregation to stay in the building because of deferred maintenance. When that 
determination was reached, the congregation decided to faithfully complete its ministry.  
                  Their last service was on September 23, 2016, and the building was subsequently sold to another 
congregation in Spokane that had means to renovate and repair the building, and would allow Shalom Ministries 
to continue for at least two years in the current location.    Some of the financial assets that remained from their 
endowment were gifted to Twinlow Camp & Retreat Center as well as Shalom Ministries upon closure, and the 
impact of this congregation will continue to ripple into the future. 

Fern Hill United Methodist Church, Tacoma, WA 

     Fern Hill was founded in 1882 with the first Sunday school organized in 1880.  At first, a Puyallup circuit riding 
pastor rode on horseback up the hill every Sunday for several years to deliver the sermons to residents in Fern Hill 
at whatever family’s residence opened their home for worship.  People gathered to be blessed with God’s Word, 
christened, baptized, confirmed, married, or attend memorial services for friends and loved ones. 
     A plain frame building was erected in 1889 on the land that George W. Byrd donated in 1887.   The parsonage 
was built a year later in 1890.   During this time, the congregation grew larger. 
     Shortly after the second building was consumed by fire, the property at 501 South 84th Street was purchased.  
A new church building was completed in 1964 and still stands today.   At the time of the new building, there were 
357 members with 278 participating in Sunday School. 
     In the late 1970s as people moved away from Fern Hill, the church suffered a decline in attendance.  God 
blessed the congregation with a new tenant, Hebrew Embassy Christians, in the 1980s, who were warmly 
welcomed by the Fern Hill congregation.   In 1989, the congregation celebrated its 100th anniversary.  Hilltop City 
Assembly of God joined Fern Hill as a tenant in 2015.  The three congregations have worked tirelessly together to 
build the Kingdom of God in the Fern Hill neighborhood 
     Fern Hill UMC was always an integral part of Fern Hill’s community events.   In recent years, they have 
participated along with their tenant congregations to gather items for Fern Hill Elementary School, provide 
Thanksgiving Dinners for families in the area, and participated in a Christmas Giving Tree for Cardea House and 
Pierce County’s DOC Angel Tree program.   

     The faithfulness of members of Fern Hill UMC throughout the decades and years are an inspiration to all of us.  
May we all be granted the same courage to proudly proclaim “I have fought the good fight, finished the race, and 
kept the faith.”    (1 Tim 4:7-9) 

Grace United Methodist Church, Walla Walla, WA 
     Grace United Methodist Church began its life in Walla Walla as the “Little White Church” on Pleasant Street in 
1908.   Grace required a permanent building after the tent, which had been erected in 1905 to serve as a Sunday 
school, blew away.  Grace Methodist Episcopal merged with Marvin Memorial (a Southern Methodist 
congregation) in 1955 to form what was known as the United Methodist Church in Walla Walla.   In 1968, the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church combined with the world wide Methodists to become the United Methodist 
Church.  When the Walla Walla E.U.B. congregation joined with United Church, rather than becoming the “United 
United Methodist Church” the congregation decided to return to the name Grace, thus: Grace United Methodist 
Church.  
     Grace United Methodist Church served continuously in her community for over 109 years.  The congregation of 
Grace once boasted rosters of over 400 members.   The membership is still active in ministries of homelessness, 
feeding the poor and disenfranchised through Pantry Shelf, and assisting in the distribution of aid through 
Helpline in Walla Walla.    



     In life, Grace provided for the people of Walla Walla, Washington and its residents.   In Grace’s death and 
transformation, Grace UMC will live on in the legacy of its people, as they now join new faith communities and in 
the generous giving to life-affirming ministries in the city of Walla Walla and the Pacific Northwest Annual 
Conference. 

White Bird Community United Methodist Church, White Bird, Idaho  

The White Bird Community Church first appeared in 1906. The building was built in 1909. A warranty 
deed for the property where the building stands was made in February 16, 1909, in consideration of one dollar 
paid.   Charles Bentz, a resident of White Bird, was determined that since his wife wanted a church to attend that 
she should have it.   He along with the community as a whole set about providing a building.  The first pastor 
named in the church records, C.W. Everett, served from March to September 1908.  Thirteen other pastors are 
listed but, there were times when it was left to be supplied.  

In 1929, with the Idaho County Mission, Rev. Everett M. Filbert was pastor. At the time of the Methodist 
union, it was attached to the Grangeville circuit with Rev. Nelsen C. Pierce, pastor.  In 1950 White Bird was still 
with Grangeville with Rev. LaVerne Tooley as pastor.  In 1964 William E. Strance was pastor.  Over the years the 
church has struggled, going thru several periods when they thought they were going to close.  

 In the eighties the community came together to keep the church going.   At times, services were only held 
every other month.  They have been struggling ever since, although meeting weekly, and it finally became evident 
this year, 2017, after 111 years, that they didn’t have enough critical mass to keep it going. Their closing worship 
service was held on May 7, 2017, and now most members will be transferring their membership to Grangeville 
United Methodist Church. 

The current plans are for a parishioner to purchase the parsonage for a quilting business, and a local 
family to purchase the church sanctuary building for an antique shop, so the property will continue to serve the 
community of White Bird, ID, albeit in a different manner. 


