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Making money on eBay is simple! 

On the face of it, making money on eBay is simple, all you need to do is find out 

what sells well, negotiate a deal with a wholesaler to obtain inventory, list it and 
collect your money! 

Of course it isn't quite this simple, if it was we'd all be selling high end electronic 
goods and be making tens of thousands of dollars profit! 

The reason why it isn't this simple can be summed up in one 
word ...........'competition'. 

Competition drives down the prices of these consumer goods meaning that unless 

you can negotiate the very best deals with the manufacturers it is impossible to 
make a profit. 

Most of the top selling niches on eBay are dominated by a few big players who make 
a profit despite selling at rock bottom prices because they leverage their huge 

buying power to negotiate the best deals directly with the manufacturers. 

It is impossible for the little guy to break into this business because even if he could 

obtain a supply of inventory (which often he cannot) he can't hope to beat or even 
match the prices paid by the big players. 

This presents you with a dilemma........ 
Do you join the masses trying to eke out a meager living as your profit margins are 

squeezed ever thinner or do you go against the herd and focus your efforts where 
you won't be wiped out by the competition? 

My advice is to focus on vintage collectible items, their rarity means that you don't 
have the mass competition problem. Although there are hundreds of 

successful sellers on eBay selling vintage collectibles, it is extremely 
unlikely that the exact same item is being sold by more than one seller 

at any one time. 

Since there is no mass competition, profit margins are a lot healthier—

I'm talking 200%, 300%, 400% and often more! 

But where to find an ongoing source of inventory? 

You could spend all of your spare time visiting charity shops, thrift stores and boot 
sales but this strategy will waste many hours of your valuable time and is only likely 

to turn up the occasional profitable item. 

No, to make a living on eBay your time needs to be focused on listing and 

selling not scavenging through piles of worthless rubbish.   

I have created a short video to demonstrate how I obtain my eBay inventory:  
 

CLICK HERE & THEN SCROLL TO VIEW VIDEO 

http://stuart-turnbull.com/ebay/my-ebay-profit-secrets/


My business is based on arbitrage which simply means exploiting the price 

differences of identical items in different markets. 
 

I research eBay for completed auctions of vintage prints where there is a 

demonstrable demand. I then locate similar items for sale elsewhere on the internet, 
buy them and prepare them for resale. Finally, I list them for maximum exposure on 

eBay and sell them at a profit. 
 

How and why does this work? 

Imagine you are a talented but hungry artist in the late nineteenth century, you 
need to sell as much of your work as possible to keep a roof over your head and put 

food on your table and one of the best ways to gain exposure for your artwork is to 
allow it to be reproduced and published in books. 

Now fast forward to today and a century or so later those very same books are 
available to a whole new audience thanks to the magic of the internet. 

Today's book collector can search the inventory lists of thousands of individual 
booksellers from all over the world to find books to add to their collections. 

Book collectors are very particular when it comes to the condition of the books they 
purchase and because of this the values of vintage books can vary widely. Books 

with broken, stained or damaged covers and bindings can often be obtained for a 

fraction of the prices commanded by copies in fine condition. 

More often than not the contents of these damaged bindings are in good, clean 

condition which means that if we know where to look we can buy these broken old 
books containing many beautiful and sought after prints very cheaply. 

All we have to do then is remove the prints from the old books, list them for sale on 
eBay and watch the profits roll in! 

Ready for some more real life examples? 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Here is an antique fish print that sold recently on eBay for $29.99! 
 

That's right, nearly thirty bucks for one page out of an old book!! 



In this example the seller has combined 2 similar plates and listed them as “2 for 1” 

again successfully selling at $29.99! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

This one sold for $9.99 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
And here is the seller’s description: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



So now we know exactly where to find these valuable fish prints.  A book entitled: 

“The Fisheries and Fishery Industries of the United States” published in 1884. 
 

The next step is to search on Addall.com for the book title and here is the result: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Addall.com comprises of book sellers from around the world so you will often find 

descriptions in languages other than English. Don't be put off by this as you will often 

find that particular artists and genres have their following in particular countries. This 
presents us with the opportunity to buy where the item is less sought after and bring it 

to the market where it is more popular. 
 

I use Google Translate (do a Google search for “translate”) and simply copy the 

description from the Addall.com listing and paste it into the left hand pane of the tool. 
The tool automatically detects the source language and translates it to your own. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This is a perfect example of what you can discover. This book contains 277 “full page 
engravings” of fish and is priced at $182.86. That works out at 66c per plate! 
 

The lowest price this seller sold the individual plates for was $9.99 (I saw several $9.99 
sales when I completed my research although I have only shown one in this example) 
 

The minimum profit per plate after deducting eBay and PayPal fees and the cost of the 
plate is around $7.63   

 
This dusty and obscure old book, represents a potential profit of over $2,000!! 
 

This calculation is based on every plate in the book selling at $9.99, realistically some 
will sell for less or not at all but there will also be some that will fetch considerably 

higher prices as in the examples I highlighted. 



In this next set of examples the valuable plates feature birds nests & eggs! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
That's an average price of $46.33 per plate! 



And here is the seller's description which again reveals everything we need to know 

about the source publication: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

My Addall.com search provides a perfect illustration of the impact of condition on price. 
 

In the next screenshot you can see that the publication is actually a three volume set: 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The price of $1253.61 reflects the “fresh and clean original binding” and the fact that it 

is a complete set. 
 

Contrast that with this “ink splattered” single volume with “library binding”: 

 
 

 
 
 

Certainly not as attractive to the book collector but perfect for the print seller as it con-

tains 75 “clean colored egg plates” at a cost of just $2 per plate!! 



Do you think you could make a profit selling these plates on eBay? 
 

I KNOW I could! 
 

Before we move onto my next example I want to draw your attention to the “custom 
professional matting” service that this seller is offering (check out the bottom of the 

description) to add an additional income stream to his business. This is a great idea 
and in Prints Make Profits I provide a comprehensive, illustrated guide to matting 

that will help you achieve professional quality results! 

My final set of examples: 
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The work of 'Grandville' is very popular on eBay with the colored plates fetching the 

highest prices. 
 

I have focused on the black & white plates in this example because the source books 
are much cheaper to obtain and consequently the profit potential is much higher. 

 
The average sale price in these examples is $23.30 & a cost per plate less than $2! 

 
This gives us a potential profit per plate of $17.33!  

(after deducting eBay/PayPal fees and cost of the plate) 
 

That's a HUGE potential profit for the book of $1,663! 
 

In Prints Make Profits I share more real life examples of this great business model in 
action plus I share the eBay ID's of successful print sellers with many thousands of 

positive feedbacks. 

I could go on and on with many more examples of this exciting business model but I 

think you have probably seen enough to convince you that this is an idea worth 
exploring further. 

 
Click the link to visit printsmakeprofits.com and read the case studies and 

testimonials from real people just like you who are making money and having fun 
with this great eBay niche business! 
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