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Texas Detention Center Volunteering FAQs 
 

 

 

 

 

1. When can I volunteer? 

The PHR Texas Detention Center volunteer initiative is running throughout the summer of 2015. Specific dates for 

volunteering are flexible and can be arranged to suit your availability.  

 

2. Is there a minimum time that I have to volunteer for? 

While there is no minimum commitment volunteers must make, in order to ensure the best use of resources and time 

on all sides of the volunteer effort, we request that each volunteer commit to working at the detention centers for at 

least one week. 

 

3. Is housing/transportation provided? 

Housing and transportation are not provided as a part of the PHR volunteer initiative, however there are certain 

cost-saving options available. The Dilley Days Inn (convenient to the detention centers where clinicians will be 

conducting evaluations) is providing a pro bono rate for detention center volunteers. In addition, the legal teams on 

the ground will be able to put you in touch with other volunteers who will be at the centers on the same dates, so that 

you may coordinate transportation.  

 

4. What kind of support will be provided? 

At the detention center, you will be working with volunteer attorneys and supervisors from a number of 

organizations. They will direct you to clients in need of evaluations and help with any questions you may have. PHR 

staff will also be available to answer any additional questions you may have before, during, and after volunteering.  

 

Prior to leaving for Texas, we recommend that all volunteers look over the resource guide available on our website. 

You will be provided with additional resources specific to volunteering in Texas prior to your departure, but this is a 

great way to begin familiarizing yourself with the work you will be involved in. If you are interested in speaking with 

a clinician experienced in conducting similar evaluations, be sure to note that in your volunteer application, and PHR 

staff can arrange mentorship. 

 

PHR will not be providing any computers, electronics, or any type of evaluation tools. There will be no Wi-Fi access 

at the detention centers. Cell phones and electronic devices will not be permitted inside the detention centers. 

 

5. Are any of my costs covered? 

PHR is unable to cover or subsidize any costs associated with volunteering at the Texas detention centers. We are 

extremely grateful for the service you are providing to these detained immigrant women and children, and we 

appreciate all of the time and resources that you are able to commit to being a part of this effort. 

 

6. Who will my points of contact be? 

When you sign up to volunteer with PHR, we will put you in direct contact with the legal team coordinators on the 

ground. PHR staff will be available by phone and e-mail throughout your volunteer experience to assist in any way 

we can. 

 

7. Where will I be conducting evaluations? 

In each detention center, there are designated private areas in which attorneys meet with clients. You will have access 

to those spaces as well and be able to conduct evaluations there. 

 

8. When will I be writing affidavits? 

To maximize the number of clients you are able to help in your time volunteering at the detention centers, your time 

spent at the centers will be spent conducting evaluations. You will be able to draft affidavits in the evenings or after 

returning home from your time volunteering. The legal volunteers at the centers can further explain how best to 

ensure that the client’s representatives receive the affidavit. 


