Secretary
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

e Homeland
e Security

July 19, 2018

Ms. Donna McKay
Executive Director
Physicians for Human Rights
256 West 38th Street

New York, New York 10018

Dear Ms. McKay: ASyYlum
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Thank you for your June 14, 2018 letter. {‘f nﬂ =

otmer
I have reviewed your concerns about the Administration’s zero-tolerance efforts and ﬂﬂﬁ rdnis
cases of family separation that have resulted fmm thE pmsecutmn of'4 ¢ The

purpose of zero-tolerance is to refe a—aﬂega-l-l-y-eniﬂf-leheﬂ“'
M{WMJ—SH—HW Dur pnllc}r has bean to enforce this law A {ﬁ‘ nore e
prohibiting illegal entry by prosecuting these-whe-violate the law, y deliberately separating ~fac# 7n4#

2 Tamilies, I want to that the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has never hada J¢€king
CVETYONE, blanket policy of separating families at the border. But like any American arrested and charged 4SY/v/n 8
whether with a crime, illegal aliens who violate our laws are not accompanied by their families into the ~ conpi €€y

0 'ﬂ’:{?*ﬂ criminal justice system. L pre Fend /egal.

On June 20, 2018, President Trump signed an Executive Order that dlrects %/‘ aro known
Administration to continue to protect the border and to pmsacute 'illegal crossers, while ., 4as f?:'{‘ﬂ a F
revntt '%;smuitanaﬂusly avoiding th%p%uf families to the extent we can legally’do so. As being
pressed in the Executive Order, it is the policy of this Administration to maintain family unity,
including by detaining alien families together where appropriate and consistent with the law and :z,—"

available resources. —is-the-respensibility-of Congress, which must act A ; wovld

' tail to ensure DHS can keep families tngether thr-:;:uughﬂut the course of their immigration like O
in J6! mceedulg_s and tn eltmmatg,loepheles t incentivize i solers, and-other nefarious fpfmﬂﬂj
stors-from-exple nmigration-system nentertheUmtedStatesH-legﬁH-y‘:g’ 24fr e
iﬂ_e‘_hﬁi‘& n alle W r"'mmf.r ::’E.r an Y, ff?ff{fffﬁ Seeking Jute harén fo c:?,cffj bueic *o
¥ The Department is continuing to examine these issues in light of ongoing litigation and

recent court decisions. Please share this response with the,cosigners of your letter. Thank you
again for your letter ﬁ your interest in this important 15533‘\ more than R0, 000

You got it .Iewﬁzr@ Nielsen! ~Best Regards,
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Kirstjen M. Nielsen
Secretary



