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DELEGATES FROM THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO: 

 
DR. DESIRE ALUMETI MUNYALI 
Dr. Désiré is a Congolese pediatric surgeon at Hôpital Général de Référence de Panzi (Panzi Hospital) in 
Bukavu, South Kivu. Dr. Alumeti was trained in forensic medicine in Senegal and works part-time in the 
Gender Clinic at Panzi Hospital on difficult forensic cases. He also lectures on forensic medicine and 
pediatric surgery at the Université Evangélique en Afrique (UEA). As an emerging leader in Bukavu, he is 
deeply committed to human rights, reforms, and justice for victims of sexual violence.  
 
COMMANDER DAVID BODELI DOMBI 
Commander Bodeli has served as the chief of the Childhood and Women Protection Police Unit (PSPEF) 
in Goma for the last seven years. He previously served as Chief of Criminal Police Investigation in North 
Kivu and Chief of the Rapid Intervention Police in Goma, North Kivu, among other positions. 
Commander Bodeli has undergone police training in a wide variety of fields, including training in criminal 
police work, investigation of sexual violence crimes, protection of minors, forensic investigations, interview 
techniques, and international criminal law. Commander Bodeli studied mathematics, physics, social 
sciences, criminology, and theology and is also licensed to practice law. Notably, he also took part in the 
investigations following mass rapes in Walikale that have been classified as a crime against humanity. 
 
PRESIDENT JUDGE BAUDOUIN KIPAKA BASILIMU 
President Kipaka is a civilian magistrate at the Appeals Court of Gombé in Kinshasa, a post that he has 
held since 2013. He has been a magistrate since 1991 and was President of the "Tribunal de Grande 
Instance" of Uvira in South Kivu from 2010 until April 2013. Before that, he held the positions of deputy 
public prosecutor in Bandundu; deputy public prosecutor and chief prosecutor at the secondary 
prosecutor’s office in Kavumu and then in Kamituga, South Kivu; judge at the “Tribunal de Grande 
Instance” of Uvira; and President of the “Tribunal de Grande Instance” of Mbuji Mayi in Kasai Oriental. 
He researches on issues concerning discrimination, gender-based violence, torture, international crimes, 
and other human rights violations. His interest in human rights led him to be a trainer of trainers for 
Amnesty International French Africa. President Kipaka graduated with a degree in law from the 
University of Kinshasa and he has a graduate degree in human rights and international humanitarian law 
from the University of Brussels. 
 
DR. SANDRINE MASANGO KABOYA 
Dr. Sandrine is a doctor at the General Reference Hospital of Uvira. She previously worked as a senior 
doctor at Solwezi General Hospital in Zambia from 2003 to 2005 and has worked in the pediatrics and 
internal medicine departments at the General Reference Hospital of Uvira. She has received training in 
the care of people living with HIV/AIDS, in sexual and reproductive health, and in the prevention and 
care of malaria and avian flu. She is a focal point for doctors and nurses when new victims of sexual 
violence seek care at the hospital. She received her medical degree from the University of Lubumbashi in 
Katanga Province, DRC. 
 
COLONEL FREDDY MUKENDI TSHIDJA-MANGA 
Colonel Mukendi is Counselor at the High Military Court in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC). He worked successively as Substitute for Garrison Military Auditorium, Permanent Judge for War 



Council Garrison, Garrison Military Prosecutor, Military Advocate General, and Council to the Military 
Court. He was, until recently, the First President of the Military Court of South Kivu. He also teaches 
courses in criminal law and military criminal procedures at the University of Lubumbashi and in Bukavu. 
Because of his expertise, he consults for a number of international organizations and wrote a book on 
military criminal procedure. Colonel Mukendi holds a degree in private and criminal law from the 
University of Kinshasa. 
 
COLONEL TOUSSAINT MUNTAZINI MUKIMAPA 
Colonel Muntazini is attorney general at the military prosecutor’s office in Kinshasa. He has more than 30 
years of experience in judicial affairs as a military prosecutor, consultant, speaker, and trainer. He has 
been designated an expert in sexual violence by the National Defense Ministry within the Interministerial 
Technical Committee for the Stabilization and Reconstruction Plan for Eastern Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. In this role, he has been active in all efforts in the fight against sexual violence in the DRC 
since 2006. He has also served as a consultant on sexual violence for the UNFPA, the Roar Congo 
Network, and Avocats sans Frontières. Colonel Muntazini is also the focal point for cooperation between 
the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the military justice system in the DRC. In this capacity, he 
assisted in the transfer of the suspects who would be the first to face trial before the ICC, namely Thomas 
Lubanga, Mathieu Ngujolo, and Germain Katanga. Colonel Muntazini has authored two books: Les crimes 
internationaux en droit congolais (2006) and La problematique de la lutte contre les violences sexuelles en droit 
Congolais (2009), as well as several articles and papers on investigation techniques, the ICC, and the legal 
framework for prosecuting sexual violence crimes. He received his legal training at the University of 
Kinshasa. 
 
DR. THIERRY NTUMBA NASIBU 
Dr. Thierry is a senior doctor at the General Reference Hospital of Minova and provides medical care and 
treatment for numerous survivors of sexual violence. He is the focal point for both sexual violence victims 
and for the provisions of mental health services in the Minova health zone. Dr. Thierry has experience in 
general surgery, gynecology, and fistula repair. He received his medical degree from the University of 
Lubumbashi after pursuing an undergraduate degree in sciences, focused on mathematics and physics. He 
has gone through numerous trainings with international organizations, including the Red Cross, UNICEF, 
Médecin d’Afrique, and UNFPA. 
 
DR. NADINE NEEMA RUKUNGHU 
Dr. Néné, a radiologist at Panzi Hospital in Bukavu, is the medical coordinator and SGBV officer in 
Panzi’s project on medical and psychosocial assistance to survivors of sexual violence. She has been 
working since 2008 on repairing traumatic injuries to the female reproductive system, including female 
urogenital fistulas, and is a national trainer on holistic care for survivors of sexual violence. Dr. Néné is a 
member of the forensic network of Bukavu and a member of the Steering Committee for AIR (African 
Initiative for Integrated Responses on VAWG and HIV). She is an activist in the fight to end violence 
against women in eastern DRC. 
 

DELEGATES FROM KENYA: 
 
MAGISTRATE HARRISON ADIKA 
Magistrate Adika is an advocate of the High Court of Kenya and is currently a Senior Resident Magistrate 
and a Deputy Registrar of the Court of Appeal based at Kisumu Law Courts in Kenya. His experience 
spans over 15 years in the legal practice, starting out as a litigating advocate with a strong interest in 
criminal law. In his nine years on the bench, he has had the opportunity to preside over cases of sexual 
violence, including those that occurred during the infamous post-election violence in 2007. He has also had 
the pleasure of partnering with Physicians for Human Rights and is a member of a networking group that 
offers training to key players and stakeholders in the criminal justice process, mainly those who deal with 
sexual offences. He has an LLB, a post-graduate diploma in law, and a higher diploma in human resource 
management. 



 
CHIEF MAGISTRATE LUCY GITARI 
Chief Magistrate Gitari is a chief magistrate based at Kisumu law courts and also the deputy registrar of 
the high court and court of appeal. She has worked as a magistrate with the judiciary in Kenya for the last 
29 years. She has a wealth of experience in handling trials involving sexual offences, has been trained as a 
trainer under the sexual offences act, and has been involved in training of local chiefs and prosecutors. She 
has served in various parts of the country. She has certificates in a variety of areas, including refugee law, 
preservation through documentation under the Istanbul Protocol, human rights, and the application of 
international instruments on the rights of women and children. She has attended various international 
conferences and gained wealth of knowledge on issues of gender-based violence and human rights and has 
furthermore been involved in motivation lectures for girls in secondary school. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Nairobi and diploma in law from the Kenya school of law. 
 
MAUREEN VIATA MUTHINZI 
Maureen Muthinzi is a PHR consultant working in Kenya as an administrative coordinator. She has three 
years of experience working on women’s issues, democracy and governance, and sexual and gender-
based violence. She previously worked at the Education Center for Women in Democracy (ECWD) Kenya. 
She holds a master’s degree in strategic management and community development and peace studies from 
Daystar University. She is also currently pursuing a diploma course in human resource management at St. 
Pauls University. 
 
DR. JUSTUS MALOWA NONDI 
Dr. Justus is a medical doctor based at the Rift Valley Provincial General Hospital, a public hospital in 
Nakuru, Kenya. For the past four years, he has been actively involved in handling cases of sexual violence 
in Rift Valley, Kenya, providing survivors with medical treatment and assisting in the collection of 
forensic evidence to be used in the prosecution of perpetrators of sexual violence crimes. He also prepares 
and presents medical reports on survivors of sexual violence in the courts of law in Kenya and is part of 
the team that offers survivors psychosocial support. Dr. Justus holds a bachelor’s degree in medicine and 
surgery from Moi University, Kenya. He is also an assistant lecturer at Egerton University, Faculty of 
Health Sciences, department of Internal Medicine, Nakuru, Kenya. 
 
JUSTIN NYAKUNDI NYATETE 
Justin Nyakundi Nyatete is a police officer with the National Police Service in Kenya, working at Nakuru 
Police Station. Nyatete, who has served in the police department for 10 years, works in the Children 
Protection Unit and Gender Centre, specifically investigating sexual offence cases. He has eight years of 
experience in investigating sexual offences, and has been involved in training other police officers on the 
investigation of sexual assault cases. He is also a student Egerton University pursuing his master’s degree 
in gender, women and development studies. He is preparing his thesis proposal on Trends and Patterns on 
Sexual Violence against Children in Nakuru County. Nyatete holds a BA in criminology and security 
studies (forensic and criminal investigation) from Egerton University. He was involved in preparing the 
proposals for amendments of the Sexual Offences Act and spearheaded the Task Force on the 
Implementation of the Sexual Offences Act of his country. He partnered with PHR in 2013 when they 
conducted a joint training in Nakuru of critical stakeholders, including medical personnel and police 
officers, on forensic evidence collection and documentation in sexual assault cases. He is also a Certified 
Professional Mediator trained by the Mediation Training Institute. 
 

DELEGATES FROM INTERNATIONAL COURTS: 
 
JUSTICE TERESA DOHERTY 
Justice Doherty studied law in Belfast while working in legal aid clinics in no-go areas of Belfast in the 
early 1970s during the conflict in Northern Ireland. She lived and worked in Papua New Guinea first as a 
lawyer from 1976 to 1987 before being appointed as the Principal Magistrate for the Momase region in 
1987 and as National and later Supreme Court judge in 1988, becoming the first woman to hold any high 



judicial office in the Pacific Islands Region. She returned to Northern Ireland and to the bar in late 1997. 
She was eventually appointed a judge of the High Court of Sierra Leone in 2003 following the civil war in 
that country and also sat in the Court of Appeal. Two years later, she was appointed by the United 
Nations as a judge of the Special Court of Sierra Leone (the international war crimes tribunal for Sierra 
Leone) and was elected the first presiding judge of Trial Chamber 11. She is a Parole Commissioner for 
Northern Ireland, a part time chairman of Appeal Services, a member of the Commonwealth Reference 
Group for the promotion of the Rights of Women and the Girl Child, and has worked on consultancies and 
spoken in various countries in Africa, America, and Asia. 
 
JUDGE ANTOINE MINDUA KESIA-MBE 
Judge Mindua is a judge at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), a 
position he has held since 2006. He started his career in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 
where he worked successively as a Substitute for Garrison Military Auditorium, a Legal Officer at the 
Quartier Général de la Garde Civile, a legal advisor to the Presidence, and as the Deputy-Assistant to the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for the Rights and Liberties of the Citizens in Gombé-Kinshasa. He 
then pursued a career in international criminal law by joining the International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda (ICTR) in 1997 in Arusha, Tanzania. From 2001 to 2006, Judge Mindua worked as an 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador for the DRC and as Gouverneur du Fonds Commun pour 
les Produits de Base pour la République Démocratique du Congo. Judge Mindua also works as a professor in 
international public law and international criminal law in Geneva and as an invited professor at the 
International Institute for Human Rights at the University of Strasbourg. Judge Mindua holds a degree in 
public and private law from the University of Kinshasa, a post-graduate degree in political science and 
European law and an advanced diploma in community law from the University of Nancy, a degree in 
international and comparative human rights law from the University of Strasbourg, and a post-graduate 
degree in international public law from the University of Geneva. He further holds a PhD in international 
public Law from Geneva University. 
 

PHR CONSULTANTS: 
 
DR. COLEEN KIVLAHAN 
Dr. Coleen is a family physician and a pioneer in setting up Sexual Assault Forensic Evaluation (SAFE) 
programs in the United States. Dr. Coleen is a volunteer medical advisor to Physicians for Human Rights 
and an asylum evaluator for the Asylum Network at PHR, which provides medical examination services 
for asylum seekers and survivors of physical and sexual violence in the United States. She is the senior 
director of alternative payment strategies and health systems innovation at the American Association of 
Medical Colleges. She is the former Chief Medical Officer (CMO) at Aetna/Schaller Anderson, Inc., leading 
multiple states’ Medicaid managed care plans in improving cost, quality, and access. She also served as 
CMO at the University of Missouri health system and as CMO for Fantus Health Center, Cook County 
Health System, Chicago. She has worked in public health settings; academic health centers; national, 
state, and county government; and in multiple international settings. Dr. Coleen also has experience 
training health professionals in South Kivu, DRC on care and assessment of survivors of sexual violence. 
She holds a medical degree as well as a master’s degree in public health. 
 
GEORGES KUZMA 
Georges Kuzma serves as a police and justice expert for PHR, and – through FCO support – he has been 
embedded with PHR’s team in DRC for the last 13 months. Kuzma has experience in police, justice, and 
security sector reform and forensic training. Recently, he has worked in Chad, DRC, and Mauritania. 
Kuzma has extensive international experience in forensic investigations, including working as the project 
manager in Kinshasa for the European Police Mission (EUPOL) to create a national network of forensic 
police. In that role Kuzma trained judges, prosecutors, and police investigators across the country, while 
working closely as an advisor for a number of international governmental and nongovernmental 
organizations. Previously, Kuzma worked on special international investigations into international 
terrorism and high crimes with the National Judiciary and Forensic Agency based in Lyon, France. 



Kuzma has extensive training in forensic police investigation as well as IT and technical police work. Prior 
to graduating from police academy, Mr. Kuzma was an Alpine Ranger with the French Army. 
 
DR. RANIT MISHORI 
Dr. Ranit is a family physician, volunteer medical advisor to Physicians for Human Rights and an expert 
asylum evaluator for the Asylum Network at PHR. She is currently Director of the Department of Family 
Medicine's Global Health Initiatives, where she has initiated and leads various collaborative projects 
internationally. Prior to medical school, Dr. Ranit had a career as a television producer, focusing mainly 
on international affairs. She has continued to report and write extensively, this time focusing on health 
and medicine. Over the past decade, she has written hundreds of articles for Parade Magazine, the 
Washington Post, the Daily News, and the Huffington Post, among other publications. Dr. Ranit earned an 
MHS in international health from Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and an MD from 
Georgetown University School of Medicine. 
 
DR. MURIEL VOLPELLIER  
Dr. Muriel is a PHR expert medical consultant, and –through FCO support – she has recently commenced 
her deployment with PHR’s team in DRC for a period of six months. Dr. Muriel, who has over 15 years of 
experience in working with sexual health, is currently the lead doctor of Clinical Forensic Medicine at St. 
Mary’s Hospital in London where she established a new clinical forensic service for victims of sexual 
assault in 2004. Additionally, she has many years of experience training doctors and nurses in the forensic 
examination of sexual assault, having assisted on three Istanbul Protocol trainings. Previously, Dr. Muriel 
worked as an HIV/AIDS consultant for Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), a medical expert for the 
International Council for the Rehabilitation of Torture Victims, and as a clinical forensic doctor for the 
Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture in London. Dr. Muriel received her medical degree 
from St. Antoine University Paris III, a master’s degree in languages and literatures of South East Asia 
from the University of London, and a master’s degree in public health from the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Diseases. She has successfully completed several diploma courses, including a teacher of 
French as a foreign language diploma from the University of Cambridge. 
 

PHR STAFF MEMBERS: 
 
DONNA MCKAY 
Donna McKay is the executive director of Physicians for Human Rights (PHR), providing leadership and 
strategic direction for the organization and managing its staff and volunteers globally. Before joining 
PHR, she served for nearly a decade as the director of institutional advancement and special projects at 
the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). In this senior executive position, she played a critical role in 
transforming the organization as it responded to the erosion of U.S. civil liberties in the aftermath of the 
September 11 attacks. During McKay’s tenure, the ACLU’s budget tripled, the size of the headquarters 
staff doubled, and the organization’s assets more than tripled, propelling the ACLU to number 160 on the 
Chronicle of Philanthropy’s list of the 400 largest nonprofits. McKay holds an MS in non-profit 
management and urban policy from the New School for Social Research. 
 
SUSANNAH SIRKIN 
Susannah Sirkin is director of international policy and partnerships at PHR. She previously served as 
deputy director at PHR from 1987 to 2013, having joined the organization's staff shortly after its 
founding. Currently, Sirkin and her colleagues are leading a new effort by PHR to train doctors, lawyers, 
law enforcement, and judges to respond to sexual violence in conflict zones, initially working in the DRC 
and Kenya. In 2012, she collaborated with the Nobel Women’s Initiative to launch the International 
Campaign to Stop Sexual and Gender Based Violence in Conflict. Sirkin also serves on the Steering Board 
of UK Foreign Secretary William Hague’s Prevention of Sexual Violence Initiative. In her years at PHR, 
Sirkin has organized health and human rights investigations to dozens of countries. These include the 
documentation of genocide and systematic rape in Darfur and Sudan; exhumations of mass graves in the 
former Yugoslavia and Rwanda for the International Criminal Tribunals; and investigations into the 



consequences of human rights abuses and violations of international humanitarian law in Afghanistan, 
Burma/Myanmar, El Salvador, Haiti, India, Iraq, Israel, Kosovo, Kuwait, Palestine, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, Turkey, and the United States, among others. She has authored and edited numerous reports and 
articles on the medical consequences of human rights violations, physical evidence of human rights abuses, 
and physician complicity in violations. Sirkin co-developed and directed the first post-graduate course in 
medicine and human rights initiated at Harvard Medical School in 1992, and lectures regularly on health 
and human rights in medical schools and schools of public health. Sirkin also served from 1992 to 2001 for 
PHR as a member of the Coordination Committee of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, the 
co-recipient of the 1997 Nobel Prize for Peace.  
 
WIDNEY BROWN  
Widney Brown is director of programs at Physicians for Human Rights and oversees the organization’s 
research, investigations, monitoring and evaluation, documentation, advocacy, and capacity-building 
projects. Previously, Brown served as the senior director for international law and policy at Amnesty 
International’s Secretariat in London. She was responsible for Amnesty International’s strategic litigation 
program, standard-setting initiative, international justice program, advocacy in global and regional 
intergovernmental settings, and policy development. She holds a BA from the George Washington 
University and a JD from New York University School of Law where she was a Root-Tilden Scholar. 
 
KAREN NAIMER 
Karen Naimer is director of PHR’s Program on Sexual Violence in Conflict Zones. She has an extensive 
background in international criminal law and human rights and worked on mass atrocities-related 
litigation in the United States, Europe, Middle East, and Africa. Naimer clerked for President Theodor 
Meron of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia. She also served as Deputy 
Counsel at the Independent Inquiry Committee into the United Nations Oil-For-Food Programme, where 
she worked with a global network of prosecutors and investigated senior UN and national government 
officials as part of a multinational inquiry into corruption among the UN and Security Council member 
states. Naimer served as an Associate Professor at New York University’s Center for Global Affairs and 
practiced law at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP. She received a JD and an MA in 
International Relations from the University of Toronto, and an LLM in International Legal Studies from 
New York University. 
 
ERIN GALLAGHER 
Erin Gallagher is director of emergency investigations and response at Physicians for Human Rights. 
Gallagher previously worked as an investigator with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY), focusing on the Srebrenica genocide. She participated in three genocide trials at the 
ICTY. Gallagher took leave from the ICTY from 2012 to 2013 to work on the UN Commission of Inquiry 
on Syria as the gender advisor. From 2011 to 2012, she worked as the gender advisor for the UN 
Commission of Inquiry on Libya. Gallagher serves on the sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) expert 
roster for UN Women and Justice Rapid Response. She also teaches sexual violence investigations for the 
Institute for International Criminal Investigations in The Hague. In addition, Gallagher serves on the UK 
FCO Steering Board for their Preventing Sexual Violence Initiative. Prior to her international work, she 
was a senior investigator for the San Francisco District Attorney’s Office investigating homicide, sexual 
assault, and sexual abuse cases. 
 
SUCHARITA VARANASI 
Sucharita Varanasi is the senior program officer for PHR’s Program on Sexual Violence in Conflict Zones. 
She provides leadership, management, and programmatic support for the program. Chief among her 
responsibilities is legal research and writing, international advocacy for policy reforms addressing sexual 
violence, and handling the program’s budget and finances. She is furthermore leading PHR’s initiative to 
develop a new mobile application, MediCapt, which will assist clinicians in the collection, documentation, 
and secure transmission of forensic evidence. Prior to joining PHR, Varanasi practiced public finance and 
corporate law at Edwards Wildman Palmer LLP in Boston for six years. Before her law career, Varanasi 



was a recipient of the W.J. Clinton Fellowship for Service through the American India Foundation, 
working in Bangalore, India, where she developed a study on ending child labor and was an analyst at 
JPMorgan & Chase Investment Bank. Varanasi holds a JD from Emory University School of Law and a 
BA in international relations and economics from Tufts University. 
 
SANDRA SJOGREN 
Sandra Sjögren is the DRC coordinator for PHR’s Program on Sexual Violence in Conflict Zones. Based in 
Bukavu, South Kivu, she is responsible for coordinating the program’s work in the DRC. In addition to 
leadership and programmatic support, Sjögren develops new international and in-country partnerships. 
She also provides support for the training of legal and medical experts to investigate and document cases 
of sexual violence resulting from conflict in the DRC. Sjögren previously worked as a program 
development officer at Heartland Alliance International in the DRC, focused on the areas of mental 
health, human rights, and the mining sector. She has extensive experience in the development of the 
methodology that supported the Trading for Peace in the Great Lakes Region project and she participated 
in a certificate program of the International Conference Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) in Bukavu. Sjögren 
holds an MA in international studies from the University of Oregon and a BA in political science from the 
University of Paris-Sorbonne. 
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