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Goals The Program on Sexual Violence in Conflict Zones at Physicians for Human 
Rights (PHR) is participating in the Global Summit to End Sexual Violence in 
Conflict in order to:
• underscore that the failure to act effectively to prosecute crimes of sexual 

violence in conflict zones has both short- and long-term effects on sexual 
violence survivors, families, and communities and undermines women’s 
rights and gender equality; and 

• ensure effective use of forensic medical evidence for prosecution  
purposes and achieve comprehensive justice on behalf of all survivors of 
sexual violence.

Policy Recommendations To end sexual violence in conflict, PHR urges all states to:
• build strong evidentiary capacity by allocating sufficient financial  

resources of doctors, nurses, police officers, lawyers, and judges 
through training and education, including how to collect, docu-
ment, analyze, and preserve forensic medical evidence for existing 
and future prosecutions;

• foster cross-sectoral collaboration among the medical, law enforce-
ment, and legal sectors, ensuring that responses to sexual violence 
are effective and coordinated in their efforts toward achieving 
higher prosecutions rates;

• provide security and protection for survivors and witnesses as well 
as the clinicians, police, lawyers, and judges investigating and pre-
siding over these cases in the justice process;

• fund legal representation for sexual violence survivors through-
out the entire judicial process, from the pre-trial to the post-trial 
phases, including the enforcement of judgments and court-ordered 
reparation; and                                       

• hold all perpetrators of sexual violence to account for their crimes, 
regardless of their position and station in government, their role in 
the security sector or armed forces, or their wealth or influence in 
society.
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In 2011, PHR launched the Program on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
Zones, a multi-year training and advocacy initiative. The goal of the 
program is to significantly increase local capacity for the collection, 
documentation, and preservation of court-admissible evidence of 
sexual violence to support prosecutions of these crimes. PHR is  
addressing one of the greatest challenges in the crisis of systematic 
rape in conflict – the difficulty of prosecuting crimes of sexual  
violence. Building on PHR’s extensive experience documenting  
forensic evidence of torture and other human rights abuses, the  
Program on Sexual Violence in Conflict Zones was established to 
train medical and legal stakeholders on the most effective ways to 
collect, document, and preserve forensic evidence of sexual violence 
to better support prosecutions of these crimes. To date, the program 
has trained more than 650 service providers from the health, law 
enforcement, and legal sectors in eastern Democractic Republic of 
the Congo and Kenya. PHR’s medical-legal curriculum has also been 
used to train Syrian doctors and lawyers.

For more information on the Program on Sexual Violence in  
Conflict Zones, please visit physiciansforhumanrights.org/sv-program.

 
PHR is a member of the International Campaign to Stop  
Rape & Gender Violence in Conflict.

Nobel Peace Prize  
Co-laureate

Physicians for Human Rights (PHR) uses medicine and science to document 
and call attention to mass atrocities and severe human rights violations. 
PHR was founded in 1986 on the idea that health professionals, with  
their specialized skills, ethical duties, and credible voices, are uniquely 
positioned to stop human rights violations. PHR’s investigations and 
expertise are used to advocate for persecuted health workers, prevent 
torture, document mass atrocities, and hold those who violate human 
rights accountable.


