
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
November 7, 2016 
 
Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
President of the Republic of Turkey 
Cumhurbaşkanlığı Külliyesi 
06560 Beştepe, Ankara,Turkey 
Email: contact@tccb.gov.tr 
Phone: (+90 312) 525 5555 
 
Dear President Erdoğan, 
 
We are writing to demand the immediate dropping of all charges against Prof. Dr. Şebnem Korur 
Fincancı, president of the Human Rights Foundation of Turkey (member of the International 
Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims), and a member of the Independent Forensic Expert 
Group. We also demand the immediate dismissal of charges against author Ahmet Nesin and Erol 
Önderoğlu of Reporters without Borders, who were both arrested and detained with Dr. Fincancı. We 
call on Turkish authorities to cease the harassment and intimidation of health professionals exercising 
their rights to free expression and association, as well as for providing non-discriminatory medical 
treatment in accordance with their medical ethics, particularly in Turkey’s southeast. 
 
Dr. Fincancı, Mr. Nesin, and Mr. Önderoğlu were arrested and detained on June 20, 2016 for “making 
terrorist propaganda” after taking part in a solidarity campaign defending the editorial independence 
of Özgür Gündem, a paper aligned with Turkey’s Kurdish minority and often critical of the Turkish 
government. Dr. Fincancı and Mr. Önderoğlu were released on bail on June 30. They are scheduled to 
stand trial tomorrow, November 8, at 15:00. Mr. Nesin is scheduled to stand trial separately. 
 
Dr. Fincancı is a respected leader in the international human rights community and has dedicated her 
life and career to the defense of those whose rights have been violated. Alongside international 
colleagues, including Physicians for Human Rights and IRCT, Dr. Fincancı and the Human Rights 
Foundation of Turkey were instrumental in the drafting of the Istanbul Protocol, the global standard 
for carrying out torture-related investigations.  
 
Dr. Fincancı’s arrest and detention is emblematic of the ongoing arrests, detentions, and dismissals of 
hundreds of doctors, forensic experts, and other health professionals in Turkey. For example, on 
October 19, Dr. Serdar Küni, the Human Rights Foundation of Turkey’s representative in Cizre and 
former president of the Şırnak medical chamber, was also targeted. Dr. Küni was arrested and 
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detained on charges that he provided medical treatment to alleged members of Kurdish armed groups 
while they occupied parts of the city in January and February 2016. Criminal investigations have 
also been opened against another six doctors who attempted to deliver medical aid to those trapped 
inside Cizre during the 79-day curfew imposed by Turkish security forces between December 14, 2015 
and March 2, 2016. 
 
We urge you to cease the arbitrary arrest and detention of health professionals for the legitimate 
exercise of their freedom of expression and association, and for providing medical treatment without 
discrimination as required by medical ethics. 
 
Moreover, legal actions, both criminal and administrative, that serve to punish health personnel for 
carrying out medical activities are in direct violation of the Turkish state’s international obligation to 
protect all health professionals as they perform their duties. Health professionals are protected under 
international law in a wide range of circumstances, from armed conflicts to situations of violence 
arising outside of the context of armed conflicts. International humanitarian law and international 
human rights law both mandate the protection of health professionals in order to allow them to fulfill 
their duties to provide care for those in need, without regard to any element of  identity, affiliation, or 
political opinion. The arrest of medical professionals for delivering treatment may amount to 
arbitrary arrest and detention under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to 
which Turkey is a state party. 
   
The recent UN Security Council Resolution on Health Care in Armed Conflict (S/RES/2286) 
mandates that states should not punish medical personnel for carrying out medical activities 
compatible with medical ethics, or compel them to undertake actions that contravene these 
standards. Under international human rights law, states have the obligation to maintain a 
functioning health care system in both peacetime and in times of armed conflict or internal unrest.  
 
Further, the rights of freedom of expression and association are fundamental to a democratic society.  
Even under a state of emergency, human rights restrictions must be necessary, proportionate, and for 
a legitimate purpose. Blanket dismissals and restrictions on the rights to freedom of expression and 
association are neither necessary nor proportionate. 
 
We urge you to do all that is necessary to uphold international law and human rights in Turkey. In 
particular, we urge you to: 
 
1.  Drop all legal actions against Dr. Şebnem Korur Fincancı, Mr. Ahmet Nesin, and Mr. Erol 
Önderoğlu;  
2. Cease the harassment of other health professionals providing treatment to all persons in need in 
Turkey, including legal action against such professionals;  
3. Respect and fulfill Turkey’s obligation to protect the rights to health, freedom of expression, and 
freedom of association, and to respect medical neutrality; and  
4. Provide an effective remedy to victims of arbitrary arrest, detention, and judicial and legal 
harassment. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 

Donna McKay, Executive Director, Physicians for Human Rights 



 
 
 

Dr. Ardis Hoven, Chairperson of the World Medical Association Council 
 

 
 

Dr. Jacques de Haller, President, Standing Committee of European Doctors 
 

 
 

Victor Madrigal-Borloz, Secretary General, International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims (IRCT) 
 
 

Michael Klag, Dean, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Health 
 
 
 
Dr. Pierre Duterte, Member of the Steering Committee, Independent Forensic Expert Group (IFEG) 
 
 
 
Adriaan van Es, MD, Secretary, International Federation of Health and Human Rights Organizations 
 
CC: 
 
Minister of Justice, Mr. Bekir Bozdağ, Türkiye Cumhuriyeti Adalet Bakanlığı, 06100 Bakanlıklar, 
Ankara, Turkey 
Fax: +90 312 419 33 70; E-mail: info@adalet.gov.tr 
 
Minister of Health, Mr. Mehmet Müezzinoğlu, T.C. Sağlık Bakanlığı, Mithatpaşa Cad. No : 3 06434 
Sıhhıye, Ankara, Turkey 
Fax: +90 312 585 67 33; E-mail: contact@saglik.gov.tr 
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