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To date, neither you nor anybody in the Executive Branch has issued a public statement as to who 
is responsible for the massacre, whether US troops were involved, including witnessing such 
events, or whether any US officials had sought to prevent an investigation of these events from 
going forward.  Further, in meetings with US State Department officials, there was strong interest 
in protecting what evidence remained at the site or was removed from the site.  To date, we are 
not aware of any subsequent actions aimed toward protecting the site or the evidence.  
 
PHR is committed to learning what happened at Dasht-e-Leili and to assuring truth and 
accountability in the face of this atrocity.  Over the past ten years, the US and its military have 
worked tirelessly to create security for the Afghan people.  In order to achieve a legitimate 
democracy and the prevalence of the rule of law, a just resolution of these alleged war crimes is 
required.   
 
Moreover, as the US prepares to withdraw its forces from Afghanistan, it has become even more 
important that the results of your national security team’s investigation be disclosed and a public 
response provided, not only to foster a stable Afghan region that respects the rule of law, but also 
to honor the commitment of all those who have nobly served in the Afghanistan war over the past 
ten years. 
 
To that end, PHR respectfully urges you to review and make public the results of your 
investigation into the Dasht-e-Leili massacre and to address accountability by the US and 
Afghanistan in regard to this atrocity.  We again ask that you make this a top priority in light of 
the tenth anniversary of these alleged war crimes. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susannah Sirkin 
Deputy Director, Physicians for Human Rights 
 
Enclosure 
 
CC: 
Senator John F. Kerry, Chairman, Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
Senator Richard G. Lugar, Ranking Member, Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Chairman, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Congressman Howard L. Berman, Ranking Member, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Senator Dianne Feinstein, Chairwoman, Senate Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 
Senator Saxby Chambliss, Vice Chair, Senate Permanent Select Intelligence Committee  
Congressman Mike Rogers, Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 
Congressman C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger, Ranking Member, House Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence 


