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On November 12, 2014, President Barack 
Obama will travel to Burma to attend the 
annual ASEAN Summit. While the visit 
conveys confidence in the country’s 
reforms, Burma’s government has failed 
to address protracted internal armed 

Five Places President Obama 
Should Visit While in Burma

conflict, impunity for human rights 
abuses, high levels of lethal discrimination, 
and an ongoing humanitarian catastrophe.
President Obama and other leaders 
should call attention to these pressing 
issues, which are detailed in this map. 
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In March 2013, a violent mob killed dozens of 
Muslim schoolchildren and adults in Meiktila. 
PHR’s investigation into the massacre found 
that police were present but refused to help 
victims. Other Muslims fled the town, fearing 
attack, and have only just started to return. 
To date, those responsible for organizing the 
coordinated attacks are enjoying full impunity.

Meiktila

Civil war has raged between the Kachin 
Independence Army and the central govern-
ment since 2011. PHR found that the Burmese 
military forced Kachin civilians to work as 
porters and human minesweepers, looted food, 
and fired indiscriminately into villages. Tens of 
thousands of people remain displaced from the 
conflict, and military officials responsible for 
crimes against civilians have not been held 
accountable. These, and many other incidents 
in Kachin State, amount to war crimes.

Kachin State

The Thilawa Special Economic Zone is home 
to a new site of development where Japanese 
companies plan to build factories. The project 
is expected to displace nearly a thousand 
households. PHR found that those displaced 
left their homes because of government 
threats, could not earn a living once removed 
from their land, and faced serious health 
problems with little access to necessary 
medical care.

Thilawa

Displaced Rohingyas live in squalid camps in 
Sittwe, with little medical care, education, or 
other basic essential services. The camps are 
effectively shut off from most international aid 
organizations, human rights researchers, and 
journalists. Approximately 140,000 Rohingya 
live in camps today.

Sittwe

This Bangladeshi border town is home to 
many Rohingyas who suffer persecution on 
both sides of the border. The government of 
Bangladesh recently threatened to send nearly 
2,500 Rohingyas to Burma, where they would 
face additional oppression and violence.

Cox’s Bazar


