
 

 

 
Ramona Sakiestewa, Hopi (b. 1948) 
 
 Established ATLATL, a national Native American arts and cultural services 

organization 
 First Native American director of the Southwestern Association for Indian Arts 

(SWAIA) 
 Awarded 2006 Governor’s Award for excellence in the Arts, New Mexico, 

Governor’s Outstanding New Mexico Women’s Award, and was an inductee to the 
New Mexico Women’s Hall of Fame 

 
Ramona Sakiestewa was born in Albuquerque, New Mexico in 1948 and grew up in the 
American Southwest. She later attended the School of Visual Arts in New York City and 
then moved to Mexico City for one year, where the cultures there greatly influenced her 
artwork – she drew inspiration from the landscape, architecture, and murals. Sakiestewa, 
a self-taught weaver, began her career in art by weaving tapestries. Traditional Hopi 
weaving is done by men and focuses on specific designs and colors. Sakiestewa pushed at 
these boundaries by incorporating vivid colors, often blended together, into abstract, 
modern designs. She has been commissioned to create tapestries based on works by the 
American architect and designer Frank Lloyd Wright, and American abstract painters 
Paul Brach and Kenneth Noland. Sakiestewa has been focusing on printmaking and 
lithography since 2009. She also works as in architectural and exhibition design. Among 
her many projects have been the National Museum of the American Indian, Washington, 
DC, Tempe Center for the Performing Arts, Tempe, Arizona, Kurdistan Regional 
Government Statistics Office, Erbil, Iraq, Gila River Health Care Corporation, Tucson, 
Arizona, and the National Indian Monument and Institute, Tulsa, Oklahoma.  
 
“My professional focus for the last thirteen years has been on seamlessly designing 
culturally meaningful artwork into the environment—both natural and architectural. The 
art becomes part of the place, and it is a fundamental component of the project form the 
very beginning of the design process…In the beginning of a project, I am the human 
sponge, absorbing and ingesting information, photographs, stories, maps, textures, 
dreams, important ideas, desires, colors, attributes, and nuances. Synthesized, these 
become my working palette.”1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Sakiestewa, Ramona. Ramona Sakiestewa: Philosophy and Process. Eight Modern, Sante Fe, 2007 
<http://www.eightmodern.net/articles/artist_view/2485/90>. 
 


