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Pueblo Feast Day 
 
There are 19 New Mexico Pueblos, my wife (Arlene) is from Jemez Pueblo. Our family 
attends many of the celebrations and ceremonies of the local pueblos. 
 
The Pueblo Feast Day painting is about the special day of public celebration that every 
pueblo observes. Each pueblo has a different day of the year on which they invite the 
public to their pueblo and into their homes to feast with them and watch the ceremonial 
dances. The Feast Day is held on the day of the pueblo’s patron saint. For example, 
Jemez Pueblo’s main Feast Day is November 12, the day of Saint Diego, the patron saint 
of Jemez.  
 
On the Feast Day, the pueblo performs a corn dance or harvest dance, celebrating the 
good harvest. A few days before the Feast Day, the whole pueblo is busy cleaning, 
cooking and baking pueblo bread in outdoor bread ovens. It is an exciting time. 
 
The scene in my painting is what you might encounter while eating at a pueblo dinner 
table on Feast Day. You might find a wide variety of people, who you don’t know, 
eating, talking and having a good time. The table is full of all kinds of delicious food. 
 
The Indian man, in ceremonial dance attire, sitting at the head of the table is the head of 
the household, he is back from the Corn Dance, is tired and hungry. The two pueblo 
Indian women carrying food to the table are also household family members; one is the 
dancer’s wife.  
 
Some of the guests represent real people and some are archetypes of people found in New 
Mexico. There is a Hispanic man, woman, and child on the lower left side of the table. 
On the far left side of the table there is a scientist from Los Alamos, above him is a 
Navajo woman and child. I put the Lone Ranger in many paintings because he is an Old 
West icon and adds comic relief. On the lower right are two women, one voluptuous and 
beautiful and one is overweight.  
 
Outside is a casino and highway with tourist traffic. Walking through the Pueblo is Bill 
and Hillary Clinton with secret service. Georgia O’Keefe and Tonto are there too. The 
two young girls are Corn Dancers going home to eat after the dance. I hope this helps to 
explain my painting. 
 
-David Bradley    
 
 


