
 

 

 
Armond Lara, Diné (Navajo)/Mexican, (b. 1939) 
 
Lara is known for his handcrafted techniques and use of found objects. His artistic trajectory as a 
sculptor, painter, collagist, and printmaker was informed at an early age. Lara’s family made 
everything they needed – his Navajo mother was a weaver and bead worker, and his grandfather 
made tombstones imbued with a folk art sensibility. Lara’s welding and mold-making skills were 
learned during a post-high school job in a machine shop, and later, while living in Seattle, he 
worked as a draughtsman, engineer, and in the aerospace industry. Lara thrives on the challenge 
of constantly expanding his body of work, and creating multi-media pieces that draw on all 
aspects of his eclectic background.  
 
In 1978, Lara’s participation at the Santa Fe Indian Market jumpstarted his rise within the art 
world. Subsequent exhibitions and notoriety solidified Lara’s place in the development of 
contemporary Native art. In 1984, Lara, Charles Loloma, and Fritz Scholder were the only 
Americans invited to show their work at the annual Grand Palais exhibition in Paris.  
 
During the mid-1990s, Lara began to make marionettes, which he considers an extension of 
himself. These moving figures “combine primitive, ritualistic power with the aesthetic simplicity 
of contemporary sculpture.” His marionettes often integrate elements of pop culture with Navajo 
sensibilities, often using Koshares, Pueblo sacred clowns, as the vehicle to depict famous 
individuals like Georgia O'Keeffe, Man Ray, Andy Warhol, Mama Cass, and Albert Einstein. 
The Koshare wear the masks of these famous figures, simultaneously celebrating their 
extraordinary contributions to society, and highlighting their humanity.  
 
Lara’s work is represented in many private and public collections in the United States and 
Europe, including PEM, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Eiteljorg Museum of Western and 
American Indian Art, Heard Museum, and Whitney Museum of American Art. Lara is 
represented by galleries in New Mexico and Germany, and currently lives in Santa Fe.  
 


