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Speaker Biographies 

Johan E. Uvin, Deputy Assistant Secretary 
U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education (OCTAE) 
Johan E. Uvin joined the Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education (OCTAE) in December 2009 as 
senior policy advisor to Assistant Secretary Brenda Dann-Messier. In 2011, Johan was appointed to the 
position of deputy assistant secretary for policy and strategic initiatives. In that capacity, he coordinates all 
policy and strategy development for OCTAE. This office is responsible for the Department's adult education 
portfolio, including corrections and reentry education; secondary, postsecondary, and adult career and 
technical education; and community colleges. 

In 2012, Johan assumed additional responsibilities as the acting director of the Policy Research and 
Evaluation Services Division of OCTAE and the co-chair of the Interagency Forum on Disconnected Youth, a 
multi-agency federal collaboration to improve the outcomes of disconnected youths. Since 2010, he has also 
been a member of the steering committee of the Domestic Policy Council’s New Americans Citizenship and 
Integration Initiative, which developed a framework for federal efforts on immigrant integration. Johan leads the 
Department’s Pay for Success work and coordinates the Department’s responsibilities related to the 
implementation of the Presidential Memorandum on Job-Driven Training. In May 2014, U.S. Secretary of 
Education Arne Duncan named Johan acting assistant secretary for OCTAE. 

Prior to his appointments at the Department, Johan led the Rhode Island state office that oversees adult 
education, career and technical education, and GED testing. He also held several leadership positions in 
education and workforce development in both the public and private sectors. 

Johan holds a doctorate in administration, planning, and social policy and a master’s degree in international 
education from Harvard University. He also holds a Master of Arts in teaching English to speakers of other 
languages (TESOL) from the School of International Training in Brattleboro, Vermont. 

Johan is married to Alison Simmons and has two young adult twin sons. When not in DC, he resides in 
Roslindale, Massachusetts. 

Sharon Lee Miller, Director 
U.S. Department of Education, OCTAE 
Division of Academic and Technical Education (DATE) 
Dr. Sharon Miller serves as director of the Division of Academic and Technical Education (DATE) within the 
U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education (OCTAE). DATE is 
responsible for administering one of the Department’s largest formula grant programs, which currently 
distributes about $1.2 billion annually to states under the newly reauthorized Carl D. Perkins Career and 
Technical Education Act of 2006 (Perkins IV). The division also administers discretionary grants to improve the 
quality of career and technical education for Native Americans, Native Alaskans, and Native Hawaiians; 
gathers data for national accountability and for state and local program improvement; and conducts national 
initiatives that improve the rigor and relevance of career and technical education programs.  
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A native of Schenectady, New York, Sharon holds a PhD in educational theory and practice from the 
University at Albany in New York State. Her OCTAE work experience includes oversight of research, 
development, and evaluation studies on issues pertaining to career and technical education. Prior to coming to 
the Department, she worked for the New York State Education Department with state staff responsible for 
administering career and technical education grants to local education agencies, conducting statewide 
evaluations, and gathering performance accountability data. She has taught at the both the kindergarten and 
college levels. 

Len Lintner, Senior Education Program Specialist 
U.S. Department of Education, OCTAE, DATE 
Program Administration Branch 
Len.Lintner@ed.gov, (202) 245-7741 
Len Lintner is a Senior Education Program Specialist in the Program Administration Branch within the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education. He has been with the Department 
and vocational education since 1978, working in the areas of financial management, audits, local planning, and 
monitoring. Prior to coming to the Department, he served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Afghanistan and 
taught history of religion at Beloit College in Beloit, Wisconsin. 

Len earned a BA in international studies at Bowling Green State University in Bowling Green, Ohio; an MDiv 
from Drew University in Madison, New Jersey; an MA in South Asian studies; an ABD in Indian religion at the 
University of Wisconsin in Madison, Wisconsin; and a JD at the New England School of Law in Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Rosanne Andre, Audit Resolution Specialist  
U.S. Department of Education, OCTAE, DATE 
Program Administration Branch  
Rosanne.Andre@ed.gov, (202) 245-7789 
Rosanne Andre joined OCTAE’s Division of Academic and Technical Education (DATE) as an audit resolution 
specialist in 2013. She is responsible for reviewing single audits of career, technical, and adult education 
programs administered by state education offices. She develops proposed recommendations for settling cases 
of expenditures not allowed under Perkins IV and applicable federal regulations. Prior to joining DATE, 
Roseanne was with the Department’s Federal Student Aid Office as both a senior financial analyst and an 
audit resolution specialist. She holds a BS in accounting from James Madison University. 

Edward R. Smith, Chief 
U.S. Department of Education, OCTAE, DATE 
Program Administration Branch 
Edward.Smith@ed.gov, (202) 245-7602 
Edward R. Smith serves as chief of the Program Administration Branch within the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education. The Program Administration Branch administers 
approximately $1.1 billion in formula grants authorized under Title I of the Carl D. Perkins Career and 
Technical Education Act of 2006 to all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin 
Islands to improve the academic achievement and secondary and postsecondary outcomes of career and 
technical education students. 

He has demonstrated a strong commitment to public service. His professional experiences also include 
leadership and executive positions in both public and private nonprofit child welfare and child-caring 
organizations. He has held planning and policy positions in local, county, and state government. Early in his 
career, Edward worked in planning and policy positions with the St. Clair County Intergovernmental Grants 
Department and the Illinois Department of Transportation. He also spent a significant part of his career in the 
classroom teaching undergraduate and graduate vocational rehabilitation counseling students at the University 
of Wisconsin at Milwaukee and the University of Maryland, Eastern Shore. 
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Edward is a graduate of East St. Louis Senior High School in East St. Louis, Illinois. He excelled in the 
classroom and on the athletic field during his four years at Illinois State University (ISU). While attending ISU, 
Edward was nominated for the Bone Scholar Award and was selected for the 1974 College Division Academic 
All-American Football Team. He has a Doctor of Rehabilitation degree from Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale; a master of science degree in urban affairs and policy analysis from Southern Illinois University at 
Edwardsville; and a bachelor of science degree in political science from Illinois State University; and he has 
attended law school at the Southern Illinois University at Carbondale School of Law and the University of Iowa 
College of Law. 

The mailing address for FMI presenters: 
Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20202 


