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March 19, 2015 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

On behalf of the Community Foundation for Ocala Marion County, it is my pleasure to write this letter of support for 

the Magnolia Art Xchange (MAX).   The Community Foundation has been an active and engaged partner in fostering 

the redevelopment of Tuscawilla Park that embraces a strong cultural arts component. 

The Community Foundation has worked tirelessly to build upon, expand and leverage existing collaborative  cultural 

endeavors that include the repurposing of the historic City Auditorium at Tuscawilla as home for the Ocala Symphony 

Orchestra’s Reilly Arts Center (the Community Foundation managed the Symphony’s Passthrough Fund); the Art Park 

at Union Station (a generous donor’s grant fund established with the Community Foundation); year two of the Ocala 

Outdoor Sculpture Competition, the Art Depot at Union Station and other performance venues that are and will 

contribute significantly to the vibrancy of our  historic downtown and surrounding environs. 

The Community Foundation stands ready to continue our project support and collaborative efforts with the Magnolia 

Art Xchange and the City of Ocala.   We propose to create a second Passthrough Fund specifically for the initial fund 

raising efforts for MAX similar to what we are doing for the Art Park at Tuscawilla and what we did with the Symphony.   

In addition, the Community Foundation will be an active partner with MAX through our new project - “Artful Giving – 

the Gallery at the Community Foundation”.  Through the generosity of Founding Chairman Frank Hennessey and 

his wife, artist Carol Hennessey, the Community Foundation is the recipient of some two dozen pieces of art from their 

personal collection.   The majority of the appraised works will be offered for sale to benefit the Foundation’s Sustaining 

Fund for Operations.  A key component of the new gallery project will be an annual plen air “progressive painting” 

event at the Magnolia Art Xchange.    

The Community Foundation has witnessed unparalleled levels of engagement from all sectors in our community and 

recognizes that only through collaboration and partnerships can we create and foster culturally diverse and inspired 

placemaking.  With my thanks for your consideration of the Magnolia Art Xchange Strategic Plan, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Barbara Fitos 
Executive Director 
Barbara@ocalafoundation.org 
116 S. Magnolia Ave., Suite 3, Ocala, FL 34471 
352-507-8116 
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