
Start:  Wekiva Springs State, Apopka 

Paddling Distance: 30.5 miles over three days 

Registration Deadline: November 21st  

or when trip capacity of 50 paddlers is reached 

Trip Fee: $299 per paddler.  Includes camping, meals, educational tours, and evening entertainment. 

Evening Programs:  TBD 

Partnering Outfitter: Paddlers needing to rent a boat should contact Adventures in Florida at 407 924-3375. 

 Trip Itinerary: 

DAY Lunch Stop Lunch Miles Paddling Destination Camp Site Daily Miles 

1 N/A N/A Wekiva Springs  SP 0 

2 At Camp N/A Rock Springs Run Wekiva Springs SP 8.5 

3 At Camp N/A Wekiva Spring Wilson’s Landing Park 9 

4 Highbanks Marina N/A Blue Springs Blue Springs SP 13 

TOTAL MILES: 30.5 

Join us for a paddle down the iconic Rock Springs Run, back to Wekiva Springs State Park and on to Wilson's 

Landing in Seminole County, as we camp in rustic cabins for the first two nights and at Wilson's Landing on 

the way to the finish at Blue Springs State Park in Volusia County. At a total of 30 miles, this trip is perfect for 

beginners to paddle camping.    Nature beckons as you cross paths with deer, sea turtles, dolphins, and 

egrets.  You will make memories grounded in nature, with an authentic eco-friendly Old Florida charm in an 

area that is vastly undisturbed.   

Daily Itinerary 

Wekiwa Springs State Park (paddling miles: 0)  Thursday, December 5: 

1PM  Boat & passenger shuttle loads and departs from Blue Springs State Park in Orange City 

1-6PM Check-in at the Wekiwa Springs State Park youth group cabin area  

Get settled in cabins (you’ll be staying in same place for two nights)  

Dinner   

1-6PM 
6PM 
7PM Welcome, mandatory pre-launch briefing, Paddle Florida overview  

Evening Program TBD 

Evening campfire  

Wekiva/St. John’s River Ramble 

December 5-8, 2019 

http://adventuresinflorida.com/
http://adventuresinflorida.com/


For two nights, we’ll be housed in the youth group cabin area of the park.  Participants will share quarters in 

cabins that accommodate up to 10 people.  A dining hall, restroom facilities, and hot showers are available.  

The park also offers excellent hiking trails from one to 13 miles in length.  And swimming in the stunning 

Wekiwa Spring is a treat not to be missed!   

.

We’ll end the evening around the campfire in anticipation of our adventure to come.  Be sure to bring 

cameras to capture and preserve some great moments!  Throughout the weekend, dinner will be served at 

6:00 each night, followed by an evening program or musical entertainment at 7:00.  Each morning, 

breakfast will be served at 7:30 and we’ll launch boats between 8:30-9:00.   

Friday, December 6:       Rock Springs Run to Wekiwa Spring (paddling miles: 8.5) 

Daybreak            Strike camp 

7:30-8:30AM Breakfast   

8:30AM Paddlers and boats shuttled to Rock Springs Run put-in  

9AM All boats launched    

Mid day   Park tram will shuttle paddlers back to youth group cabin area; boats stay at riverside  

Lunch snacks will be set up in Wekiwa Springs State Park’s youth cabin area dining hall 

6PM Dinner  

7PM Evening Program TBD  

Evening campfire  

 Saturday, December 7:  Wekiwa Spring to Wilson’s Landing Park (paddling miles: 9) 

Daybreak Strike camp 

7:30-8:30AM Breakfast   

8:30AM Park tram will shuttle paddlers to their boats  

9AM All boats launched    

Mid day  Lunch snacks will be set up at Wilson’s Landing Park 

Afternoon Set up camp at Wilson’s Landing Park     

6PM Dinner   

7PM Evening Program TDB 

Evening campfire  



Tent camping will be available on the bluff surrounding the picnic pavilion, overlooking the Wekiva River.  A 

dining pavilions and restrooms are available, but no hot showers at this county park.     

Wilson's Landing is a beautiful passive park located on the wild and scenic Wekiva River. From open 
pasture to hammock areas with majestic southern magnolias, it is a serene location like no other. A 
boardwalk affords incredible views of the river while a canoe/kayak launch gets you out there! 

Sunday, December 8:     Wilson’s Landing Park to Blue Spring State Park (paddling miles: 13) 

Daybreak   Strike camp 

7:30-8:30AM Breakfast 

9AM  All boats launched   

Mid day  Rest stop at Highbanks Marina 

Early afternoon Trip’s conclusion at Blue Spring State Park in Orange City 

End of trip BBQ at the park 



Following lunch, we’ll paddle on to Blue Springs State Park.  

Blue Spring State Park is home to a first-magnitude spring that is one of the largest winter gathering sites 

for manatees in Florida. Visitors can see hundreds of manatees enjoying the constant 72-degree spring 

water in the colder winter months. 

Manatees depend on the warm water for survival, as they cannot tolerate water temperatures colder than 

68 degrees for long periods of time. Although manatees look “fat” or “blubbery,” they only have about an 

inch of fat and a very slow metabolism, meaning they cannot easily stay warm. This biology makes 

sanctuaries such as Blue Spring vital for their survival. 

During the winter months, manatees are prone to cold stress syndrome, which is comparable to 

hypothermia, pneumonia or frostbite in humans and can make them very sick. If a cold-stressed manatee is 

spotted at Blue Spring, park staff along with other agencies will keep a close eye on the manatee to get it 

the help it needs. 

http://floridahikes.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Madison-Blue-Spring-Paul-Clark.jpg


 

 

Blue Spring State Park is unique because visitors can view manatees in the crystal-clear spring water from 

the boardwalk, which stretches 1/3 of a mile from the St. Johns River to the headspring. The boardwalk 

provides a wonderful opportunity for safely observing the manatees. Visitors can see manatees socializing 

and mothers nursing their small calves, without influencing the manatees’ natural behavior or bothering 

them. 

The number of manatees visiting the park has grown significantly, from about 36 animals when research 

began in the 1970s to over 500 animals today. Although there are still many threats to manatees — habitat 

loss, pollution, algae blooms and collision with watercraft — Blue Spring serves as a safe haven for these 

gentle creatures. The park is also an ideal location to release manatees back into the wild after they have 

been rehabilitated from sickness or injury. Because they can easily be monitored at the spring and the 

surrounding waters, researchers are able to make sure they adapt to life back in the wild. 

Some individual manatees even seek out Blue Spring in the summer time to birth their calves in a protected 

area. Blue Spring has partnered with several other agencies to establish a Manatee Observer Volunteer 

program to prevent harassment of manatees.  

We will conclude the trip at Blue Spring State Park with a final BBQ.  We hope you’ll also be taking 

wonderful memories of sea turtles, dolphins, and rich cultural history on your journey home!    

 

 

https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/blue-spring-state-park


 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 




