
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start:  Big Shoals State Park 

End:   Ivey Memorial Park in Branford 

Total Distance: 103 miles 

Registration Deadline: October 3, 2016  

 

Full Trip Fees:  Includes camping, meals, and shuttle. 

 $725/adults  

 $700/seniors (65+) and college students  

 $675/youth 8-17 

 free/children under 8  

 

Paddle Florida Lite (4 or fewer days):  $110/day (includes camping and meals, but not shuttle) 

 

Official Outfitter: Suwannee Canoe Outpost  

 

Shuttle Details:  Paddlers will park their vehicles at the trip’s ending point, the Shrine Club in Branford, by 1PM on 

October 17.  After boats are loaded onto the trailer, everyone will be shuttled to the trip’s launching point at Big Shoals 

State Park. Vehicles will be waiting for everyone at trip’s end. 

 

Trip Itinerary: 

Click here for map of the Suwannee River. 

 

DAY Lunch Stop Lunch Miles Camp Site Daily Miles 

1 N/A N/A Big Shoals State Park 0 

2 At campsite   9 Stephen Foster State Park 9 

3 Woods Ferry River Camp 10 Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park 20 

4 Gibson Park 12 Suwannee River State Park 21 

5 Packed lunch on the river  variable Advent Christian Village 15 

6 At campsite   10 Lafayette Blue Springs State Park 10 

7 Peacock Slough River Camp 8.5 Adams Tract River Camp 18 

8 Little River Spring 6 End: Ivey Memorial Park, Branford 10 

    
 103 

 
 

Day 1/Monday, October 17: Big Shoals State Park; 
Paddling Miles: 0 

 

Paddle Florida participants will arrive between 1-5PM at Big 

Shoals State Park to check in for the trip, set up their tents, 

eat dinner, and receive an orientation for the adventure to 

come.   

 

Big Shoals State Park features the largest whitewater rapids 

in Florida. Limestone bluffs, towering 80 feet above the banks  
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of the Suwannee River, afford 

outstanding vistas not found 

anywhere else in Florida. When the 

water level on the Suwannee River 

is between 59 and 61 feet above 

mean sea level, the Big Shoals 

rapids earn a Class III whitewater 

classification, attracting thrill-

seeking canoe and kayak 

enthusiasts. Over 28 miles of 

wooded trails provide opportunities for hiking, biking, horseback riding, and wildlife viewing. 

 

The Suwannee River Valley at this time of year can be chilly, at least by Florida standards. Temperatures can 

range from 60-80 degrees during the day and 35-55 degrees at night, so bring layers to dress in. The fire each 

night will provide heat, light, ambiance, camaraderie, and maybe a marshmallow or two. Dinner will be served at 

6:00 each night, followed by an evening program at 7:00.  Nightly entertainment ranges from musicians to 

educational speakers who will provide insights regarding the flora, fauna, and ecology of the region we’re 

paddling through. Each morning, breakfast will be served at 7:30 and we’ll launch kayaks between 8:30-9:00. 

 

       

 

Day 2/Tuesday, October 18:  Big Shoals State Park to Stephen Foster State Park; Paddling Miles: 9 

After a hearty breakfast, paddlers will pack up their tents, load their camping gear on the truck, and launch their 

boats just above the shoals. Paddlers ready for a water-

based wake-up call should prepare to run the rapids right 

away.  Those who prefer a more gradual entry into their day 

may portage around the shoals and perhaps enjoy watching 

others attempt to navigate the shoals before they continue 

on downstream.  At just nine miles, today’s paddle is a short 

one.  We’ll set up our lunch snacks at Stephen Foster State 

Park, where we’ll be camping for the night. 

Situated on the banks of the legendary 

Suwannee River and home to the 

Florida Folk Festival, the park honors 

the memory of American composer 

Stephen Foster, who wrote "Old Folks at 

Home," the song that made the river 

famous. The museum features exhibits 

about Foster's most famous songs and 

his music can be heard emanating from 

the park's 97-bell carillon throughout the 

day. In Craft Square, visitors can watch 

demonstrations of quilting, 

blacksmithing, stained glass making, 

and other crafts, or visit the    gift shop. 

There are miles of hiking trails to enjoy, 

which wind   through some of the  most 

scenic areas of North Florida.  

 



Day 3/Wednesday, October 19: Stephen Foster State Park to Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park;    

Paddling Miles: 20 

 

We’ll be tackling bigger miles today and tomorrow, but we’ll be “going with the flow” and Suwannee currents 

usually provide a helpful boost.  Halfway through the day, our lunch stop will be at Woods Ferry, one of three 

SRWT River Camps we will see at on this trip.  These unique riverside camps feature screened-in camping 

platforms with ceiling fans and electricity, pavilions and picnic tables, and restrooms with hot showers. Each 

camping platform accommodates 6-8 people.    

 

Today we enter a stretch of the Suwannee where the karst topography that underlies the region shows in the 

limestone banks lining the river.  Our destination for the day is Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park & Campground, 

which hosts several annual music festivals attracting thousands.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 4/Thursday, October 20: Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park to Suwannee River State Park 

Paddling Miles: 21 

 

Today we’ll pass by lots of pretty sandbars 

ideal for camping in smaller groups.  Listen 

for trickling water, as there are small creeks 

leading to spring boils near some of them. 

We’ll break up today’s long journey with a 

lunch stop at Gibson Park, 12 miles 

downriver.  

 

Shortly after the 

lunch stop, the Alapaha River joins the Suwannee and should give us an extra boost 

in current to paddle the final 9 miles to Suwannee River State Park.  We’ll be camping 

atop the bluff overlooking the confluence of the Suwannee and Withlacoochee Rivers, 

a spot that offers some of the best sunset views to be found in Florida.  If your legs 

need a stretch after all those river miles, take a stroll around the beautiful riverside 

trails and boardwalks leading around Lime Sink.  Bring your camera—it’s beautiful!  

 

  

 

Day 5/Friday, October 21: Suwannee River State Park to Advent Christian 

Village; Paddling Miles: 15 

 

When we depart the Suwannee River State Park this morning, we will 

embark on a 15-mile paddle to Advent Christian Village. Since there’s 

not a well situated public spot for a group rest stop along this stretch of 

river, we’ll provide lunch snacks in the morning for you to pack up and 

take with you.  Depending on water levels, there may be a small area of 

shoals to contend with within the first mile after leaving Suwannee River 

State Park.  After that it should be smooth sailing for the rest of the day.  

About a half-mile past the I-10 bridge, we’ll pass second magnitude 

Anderson Spring on the left.   Springs are classified by the amount of 

http://www.floridastateparks.org/wilderness/rivercamps.cfm


water flowing out of them. First magnitude springs discharge over 100 cubic feet of water per second (cfs), 

second magnitude springs discharge 10-100 cfs, and third magnitude springs discharge 1-10 cfs. 

Our home for the evening will be Advent Christian Village, where we’ll enjoy riverside camping and a break from 

outdoor dining.  Our dinner and breakfast here will take place in the community restaurant.  Formal attire not 

required. 

 

Day 6/Saturday, October 22:  Advent Christian Village to Lafayette Blue Springs State Park 

Paddling Miles: 11 

 

Today’s journey will offer paddlers the opportunity to take part in a 

voluntary river cleanup as part of the annual Great Suwannee River 

Cleanup. To date, Paddle Florida volunteers have removed over 2,000 

pounds of trash from inland waterways.  

 

Our next overnight stop will again be hosted by the Florida Park Service 

at Lafayette Blue Springs State Park.  Get out your bathing suit and 

snorkeling gear, as the park features another of several first magnitude 

springs in the region.  Depending on water levels, visitors can also walk 

across and/or or swim under a natural limestone bridge that crosses the spring run flowing into the Suwannee 

River. The park’s beautiful riverside location also offers interesting hiking trails to several more small springs and 

karst features.   

 

Day 7/Sunday, October 23:  Lafayette Blue Springs State Park to Adams Tract River Camp 

Paddling Miles: 18 

On this day you will see the river begin to widen a bit as we make our way down this world-class waterway. Keep 

your mask and snorkel handy, as this is SPRINGS DAY!  Depending on the river levels, we may pass up to nine 

clear, flowing springs, with Telford and Royal being the most 

spectacular.  

 

About two miles after our lunch stop at Peacock Slough River 

Camp, the hulking steel remains of the Drew Bridge will come 

into view.  This “turn bridge” built in the early 1900s was 

manually operated by two men using a huge handle.  In the 

closed position, the bridge span once carried trains of the 

Florida Railroad 

across the river. It 

has rested in its 

current open 

position since being deactivated in the 1920s.   

 

We’ll finally get to stay overnight in a SRWT river camp tonight, at 

Adams Tract.  Paddlers will be able to set up tents or just roll out their 

sleeping bags in one of the screened-in platforms which offer overhead 

lighting, fans, and 

electricity.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day 8/Monday, October 24: Adams Tract River Camp to Ivey Memorial Park in Branford 

Paddling Miles: 10 

 

We'll head downstream to our final destination of the trip, Ivey Memorial Park in 

the small town of Branford. A couple miles downriver, we’ll pass first magnitude 

Troy Spring on the right.  The spring run there reveals a neatly arranged 

“washboard” of wooden planks on the bottom, which are the remains of a 1850’s 

era steamboat named the Madison.  At the onset of the Civil War, the Madison’s 

owner sunk her there to prevent the boat from falling into Union hands.  

 

Our rest stop will be at Little River Spring, currently a Suwannee River Water 

Management District Park. This site is popular with cave and cavern divers. The 

spring is the entrance to a cave system more than 1,200 feet long and 100 feet 

deep.   After Little River Spring, our final five miles will be a breeze! We’ll end our 

week-long adventure with a final celebration barbeque at the Branford Shrine 

Club.      

 

 

 


