Flori-Bama Expedition on the Perdido River
March 10-15, 2019
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Start: Cantonment, FL
End: Orange Beach, AL
Total Distance: 60 miles
Overview:
The Perdido River flows about 44 miles from southern Alabama to Perdido Bay, forming Florida’s western border
with Alabama. Meaning “lost,” the Perdido River was named by the Spaniards who occupied the area until 1813.
The stream meanders past extensive woodlands of pine, cypress, and juniper cedar with many sandbars along the
way serving as ideal rest spots. The sparkling waters are often tinted with yellow or red-black tannins from swamp
vegetation, a natural occurrence. Seepage slopes, flatwoods, and wet prairie areas within the river basin are home
to rare pitcher plants. The river and its tributaries also support several species of rare and imperiled fish.
Full Trip Fees: Includes camping, meals, and shuttle.
 $575/adults
 $550/seniors (65+) and college students
 $525/youth 8-17
 free/children under 8
Registration Deadline: February 24, 2019 or when trip capacity of 60 paddlers is reached
Shuttle Details: Paddlers will park their vehicles at the trip's ending point at Perdido Pass, AL by 1PM on March
10. After boats are loaded onto trailers, they'll be shuttled to the trip's launching point at Otto Hill Campground
northwest of Cantonment, FL. Vehicles will be waiting for paddlers at trip's end.
Outfitter: Outdoor Gulf Coast – 5 Via de Luna Dr, Pensacola Beach, FL 32561 – 850-466-8477
Trip Itinerary:
Day
1
2
3
4
5
6

Lunch Stop
N/A
Muscogee Spot or Sand Landing Boat Ramp
Hurst Hammock Boat Launch
Palmetto Creek Boat Ramp

Camp Site
Otto Hill Campground, FL
Lane Landing, FL
Blue Angel Recreation Area, FL
Camp Dixie, AL

Galvez Landing Boat Ramp

Big Lagoon State Park, FL
Perdido Pass/Gulf State Park, AL

FINISH:

Daily Miles
0
20
12
12
8
8
60



Day 1/Sunday, March 10: Otto Hill Campground, FL
Paddling Miles: 0
After the shuttle from Perdido Pass to our trip’s launching
point at Otto Hill Campground overlooking the Perdido
River Paddlers will check in, set up their tents, and enjoy
the park before dinner and our pre-launch briefing. Park
facilities include a pavilion and portolets with wash
stations.
Throughout the week, dinner will be served at 6PM each
night, followed by an evening program at 7PM. Nightly
entertainment ranges from musicians to educational
speakers who will provide insights regarding the flora,
fauna, history, and ecology of the region we’re paddling
through. We’ll eat breakfast at 7:30 each morning and
launch boats from 8:30-9:00AM.
Be sure to bring a camera to capture and preserve beautiful river scenes, wildlife sightings, and campfire
memories!



Day 2/Monday, March 11: Otto Hill Campground to Lane Landing, FL
Paddling Miles: 20
After breakfast at 7:30 and breaking down camp,
paddlers will launch their boats onto the Perdido
River from 8:30-9:00AM. We’ll follow that
schedule each morning.
We’re springing our highest daily paddling
mileage of the trip on you today, while your arms
are fresh! A riverside lunch stop will help break
up the miles and paddlers are welcome to pull
over onto sandbars for stretch breaks.
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Our destination is the Nature Conservancy’s
Perdido River Nature Preserve at Lane Landing. This
place was protected through a gift from the BCR Foundation,
creating a living memorial to its founders Betty and Crawford
Rainwater. The intent was to preserve these lands and
the opportunity for others to experience the wonders of
Florida. The Rainwaters had owned these lands as part of
Perdido Ranch in the 1940-50s, and then during the next
years it was owned by three different timber companies.
Preserve protects more than 7.5 river miles and 2,331
along Florida’s western border, especially pine ﬂatwoods,
bottomland forests, xeric uplands, marshes, estuaries,
blackwater creeks, titi swamps, baygalls, and river islands.
mission of the Nature Conservancy is to preserve the
animals, and natural communities that represent the
diversity of life by protecting the lands and waters they
survive. In keeping with that mission, the Conservancy’s
focus on the altered portions of the property is to restore
pine and healthy ground cover in all its natural diversity
(typically over 200 species). As these areas are restored,
system of hiking trails is being developed that will
showcase the Preserve. Early restoration areas can often
exciting places to ﬁnd many species of overwintering
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sparrows, and the winding blackwater aquatic trails access the preferred habitats of Northern Parula,
Prothonotary Warblers, Marsh Wrens, and a diversity of wildlife.



Day 3/Tuesday, March 12: Lane Landing to Blue Angel Recreational Area, FL
Paddling Miles: 12
After yesterday’s 20 miles, today and every other day will seem like a breeze! After breakfast and breaking
down camp, we’ll launch kayaks back onto the Perdido for a 12-mile paddle today. The river will begin to
widen as we make our way closer to Perdido Bay. A riverside lunch stop at Hurst Hammock Boat Launch
will provide rest and nourishment before we paddle on to our destination: Florida’s Blue Angel Recreation
Area. The park’s facilities include a bathhouse—your first opportunity for a hot shower!
Located on the northeastern shore of beautiful Perdido Bay, Blue Angel Recreational Area is open yearround, supporting members of our military, Department of Defense employees, and their families. Our
group is getting special permission to camp here. The park includes boat launch ramps, hiking/biking trails,
geocaching, miniature golf, disc golf, paintball, and a small outpost store.
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Day 4/Wednesday, March 13: Blue Angel Recreational Area to Camp Dixie, AL
Paddling Miles: 12
Another 12 miles of paddling is on tap for today as we work our way downstream to camp in another state.
After a lunch stop at Palmetto Creek Boat Ramp, we’ll eventually cross the border to set up tents at Camp
Dixie in Alabama.

Camp Dixie has indoor and outdoor facilities
to accommodate over 250 people, with an
outdoor chapel overlooking Perdido Bay.
They have 275 feet of waterfront on Perdido
Bay and 8 acres of wooded area. Their
outdoor facilities include picnic tables,
benches, a campfire area, and an outdoor
worship area. Recreational opportunities
include swimming, basketball, beach
volleyball, softball, horseshoes and street
hockey. The property includes indoor
bathrooms with hot showers, so paddlers
may continue their clean streak!



Day 5/Thursday, March 14: Camp Dixie to Big Lagoon State Park, FL
Paddling Miles: 8
After breakfast and breaking camp, we’ll launch kayaks for the 8-mile
crossing of Perdido Bay over to Florida’s Big Lagoon State Park, with a
lunch stop at Galvez Landing Boat Ramp along the way. While the waters in
the section are more open, they are all sheltered from the Gulf by Ono Island
and Perdido Key.
Today’s camping destination is Big Lagoon State Park, which is also known
as the beginning of Florida’s 1,515-mile Circumnavigational Saltwater
Paddling Trail. To date,
fewer than 30 intrepid
paddlers have completed
the “CT.” You’ll be
getting a little taste of
their journey today.
Sitting on the northern shoreline of its namesake, Big
Lagoon State Park's 704 upland acres separate the
mainland from Perdido Key and the Gulf of Mexico.
Natural communities, ranging from saltwater tidal
marshes to pine flatwoods attract a wide variety of
birds, especially during the spring and fall migrations.
The intracoastal beaches, shallow bays, nature trails
and boardwalks, and scrubby flatwoods offer splendid
opportunities for nature study. We’ll be setting up tents
in the youth campsite area, with boats launching at West
Beach near the pavilions. Paddlers will have access to a bathhouse and—hot showers! (Truly, we’ll have
never had cleaner paddlers on a trip.) An after-dinner treat for our final evening together will be a musical
performance in the amphitheater overlooking the water.



Day 6/Friday, March 15: Big Lagoon State Park to Perdido Pass/Gulf State Park, AL
Paddling Miles: 8

Our final 8 miles of the journey will take us
back over to the Alabama side of the border
to Gulf State Park at Perdido Pass.
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Perdido Pass/Alabama Point East is part of
Gulf State Park and consists of beach and
sea oat habitat where there are
opportunities for bird observation, fishing,
and viewing both Perdido Pass and the Gulf
of Mexico. Alabama Point provides critical
habitat for the federally endangered
Perdido Key beach mouse and nesting
sites for the Snowy Plover. A wide variety of
shorebirds are common in summer, as are
wading birds. In winter, many Common
Loons feed in the pass during changing
tides. An occasional vagrant Red-throated
or Pacific Loon may show up in their midst.
At journey’s end, we’ll enjoy a final lunch to
celebrate our five-day paddling adventure before loading
boats and gear back into and onto our vehicles for the trip
home.

