
 

Start:  Whitehead Lake Landing  

 End:   Bald Point State Park on the Gulf of Mexico  

Total Distance: 45 miles 

Registration Deadline: April 2, 2020 

 

Full Trip Fees:  Includes camping, meals, and shuttle. 

 $399 Flat Fee  

 

 

 

Official Outfitters: The Wilderness Way  

 

Shuttle Details:  Paddlers will park their cars at Bald Point State Park and will be shuttled to Whitehead Lake Landing.    

DAY Lunch Stop Lunch GPS Lunch Miles Camp Site Campsite GPS Daily Miles1 

N/A N/A Whitehead Lake Landing 30.1652, -84.67472 

Revel Landing 30.1288, -84.6713 6.5 Mack Landing 30.0946, -84.6461 11 

Log Cabin Campsite 30.0330, -84.5955 9.5 Womack Creek Rec Area 30.0023, -84.5402 

N/A N/A N/A Ochlockonee River State Park 30.0084, -84.4745 7 

Hwy 98 Bridge Ramp 29.9612, -84.3850 9 Bald Point State Park 29.9476, -84.3417 12 

     
Total Miles: 
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Throughout the week, dinner will be served at 6PM each night, followed by an evening program at 7PM.   
Nightly entertainment ranges from musicians to educational speakers who will provide insights regarding 
the flora, fauna, history, and ecology of the region we’re paddling through. Be sure to bring a camera to  
capture and preserve some great moments. 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 Day 1/Saturday,April 18  : Whitehead Lake Landing  Paddling Miles:  0 

Click here for a map of Day 1’s journey. 

You will arrive in time to check-in and set up camp for the 
evening.  After dinner, we will have a pre-trip briefing and 
settle in for our first night at camp.  

 
Remember the 1997 film Ulee’s Gold, starring Peter Fonda?  
The back drop was a beekeeping family in the Apalachicola 
National Forest and the “gold” was Tupelo honey.  You’ll be 
paddling by these Tupelo trees and camping in the heart of 
bee farms and honey manufacturing on this stretch of the river 

trail.  We might even get to sample some! 
 
 
 

 Day 2/Sunday, April 19 :  Whitehead Lake Landing to Mack Landing 
Paddling Miles: 11 
Click here for a map of Day 2’s journey. 

Another day and night in the Apalachicola National Forest, as we paddle 
11 miles to Mack Landing.  Along the way, we will have lunch at Revel 
Landing after paddling 6.5 miles.  By now paddlers will have experienced 
the twisting turns and “ox bows” common to the Ochlocknee River.  
Today’s stretch can be particularly winding and somewhat confusing in 
places if water levels are high.  Several dead-end sloughs come off the 
mail channel.  Keep your river maps handy, as well as your GPS if you 
have one, and paddle in groups.  Have your camera handy too, and you’ll 
be paddling through quite a beautiful and remote Florida wilderness! 
 
 
 
  

https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msa=0&msid=201348711993139159919.00048ead61574fe7db977&hl=en&ie=UTF8&t=m&vpsrc=6&ll=30.211608,-84.701843&spn=0.207683,0.291824&z=11&source=embed&dg=feature
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=114005489900511278334.00048ebaa8dc35c6127ee&ll=30.132657,-84.656868&spn=0.103925,0.145912&z=12&source=embed&dg=feature


 Day 3/Monday, April 20: Mack Landing to Womack Creek Recreation Area 
Paddling Miles:  15 
Click here for a map of Day 3’s journey. 

Today’s paddle is 15 miles, with a lunch stop at the Log Cabin Campsite in Tate’s Hell State Forest after 
9.5 miles.  Once again, there are sloughs and tributaries coming into the main channel, so watch your 
maps and paddle near others.  There is an opportunity to take a very pretty shortcut towards the end, which 
shaves off a couple miles of the day’s full journey. 
 

In the afternoon, we will arrive at Womack Creek Recreation Area in 
Tate’s Hell State Forest, where there is an outstanding facility…with 
hot showers!  Until we arrive at Womack Creek, this trip is the most 
primitive of all our Paddle Florida events.   

 
Tate's Hell State Forest is one continuous tract of land comprising 
over 202,000 acres.  According to the Florida Forest Service, there 
are several tales as to how the forest got its name:  Local legend has 
it that a farmer by the name of Cebe Tate, armed with only a shotgun 
and accompanied by his hunting dogs, journeyed into the swamp in 

search of a panther that was killing his livestock. Although 
there are several versions of this story, the most common 
describes Tate as being lost in the swamp for seven days 
and nights, bitten by a snake, and drinking from the murky 
waters to curb his thirst. Finally he came to a clearing near 
Carrabelle, living only long enough to murmur the words, 
"My name is Cebe Tate, and I just came from Hell!" Cebe 
Tate's adventure took place in 1875 and ever since, the 
area has been known as Tate's Hell, the legendary and 
forbidden swamp. 
 
 
 

 Day 4/Tuesday, April 21 :  Womack Creek Recreation Area to Ochlockonee River State Park 
Paddling Miles:  7 
Click here for a map of Day 4’s journey. 

After breakfast we will paddle the shortest leg of the trip to Ochlocknee 
River State Park, just seven miles. Since the day’s mileage is so short, 
some paddlers on previous trips have opted to wander upstream and 
explore the Crooked River, which comes into the Ochlockonee on the west 
(right) side a couple miles before the state park.  We’ll forego a separate 
river stop for lunch today and instead set up snacks at the park.   

This jewel of a state park features scenic riverside campsites below 
Spanish moss laden scrub oaks, outstanding picnic facilities, and a 
swimming area are located near the scenic point where the Ochlockonee 
and Dead rivers intersect. Ochlockonee, which means "yellow waters," is a 
mix of brackish, tidal surge, and fresh water.  Hiking trails allow visitors to 
explore the park and see natural 
communities of pine flatwoods 
and oak thickets and diverse 
wildlife, including red-cockaded 
woodpeckers and white squirrels.  
These squirrels are not albinos, 
but instead are a genetic 
mutation of the gray squirrel, and 

their coats are snow white. Another squirrel that you can see in 
the park is the Sherman’s Fox Squirrel. Fox squirrels are 
rare and depend upon the open flatwoods ecosystem to survive.  

 

https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=114005489900511278334.00048ebae90875d7a18be&ll=30.045322,-84.595413&spn=0.208033,0.291824&z=11&source=embed&dg=feature
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Our-Forests/State-Forests/Tate-s-Hell-State-Forest
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&source=embed&hl=en&msa=0&msid=114005489900511278334.00048ebbc9806e9b49368&ll=29.993894,-84.511041&spn=0.027505,0.070725&dg=feature


 

 Day 5/Wednesday, April 22:  Ochlockonee River State Park to Bald Point State Park 
Paddling Miles:  12 
Click here for a map of Day 5’s journey. 

Today’s paddle will expose paddlers to their first open 
water of the trip.  In previous years, Ochlockonee Bay has 
ranged from smooth as glass to choppy.  While conditions 
may be calm as we depart the protected Ochlockonee 
River State Park, it’s a good idea to put on your spray skirt 
as the wind will usually pick up a few miles downriver as 
you near the bay.   

Our journey to Bald Point State Park on the Gulf of Mexico 
will cover 12 miles.  We’ll set up a rest stop after 9 miles at 
the public boat ramp on the northwest side of the Highway 

98 bridge.  Don’t snack too much though as we’ll have a barbeque lunch set up for paddlers at Bald Point 
State Park so that paddlers can re-fuel before embarking for home.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=114005489900511278334.00048ebbec9a0afbc898f&ll=29.972781,-84.405899&spn=0.208185,0.291824&z=11&source=embed&dg=feature

