
 

Start:  Silver Springs State Park 

End:    Rodman Dam 

Total Distance: 46 miles 

 

Registration Deadline: November 16, 2018 

or when trip capacity of 75 paddlers is 

reached 

 

Trip Fee: Includes camping, meals, and shuttle. 

• $460/adults  

• $435/seniors (65+) and college students  

• $410/youth 8-17 

• Free/children 7 & under  

 

Shuttle Details:  Paddlers will leave their vehicles at the launch point, Silver Springs State Park, for the duration of 

the trip.  At the trip’s conclusion, paddlers and their boats and gear will be shuttled back to Silver Springs.  There is 

no parking option at the trip’s end point. 

Partnering Outfitter: Paddlers needing to rent a boat should contact Michael Gibbs at Silver Springs Management, 

michael@silversprings.com. 

Trip Itinerary: 

 

DAY Lunch Stop Lunch Miles Camp Site Daily Miles 

1 N/A N/A Silver Springs State Park 0 

2 Ray Wayside Park 6 Gore’s Landing 16.5 

3 Eureka Boat Ramp 9.5 Eureka Boat Ramp 9.5  

4 Payne’s Landing 7.5  Orange Springs Boat Ramp 13.2  

5 At trip’s end 6.7  Rodman Campground 6.7 

   
TOTAL MILES: 45.9 

 

 

• Day 1/Friday, November 30: Silver Springs State Park; Paddling Miles: 0 
 
Check-in for our Ocklawaha Odyssey will run 

from 1-5PM.  Throughout the afternoon, 

paddlers will set up their tents and then relax 

until dinner.  Those who come early will have 

time to explore the park’s famous spring, river, 

hiking trails, and museum   

 

Ocklawaha Odyssey 

November 30 - December 4, 2018  

mailto:michael@silversprings.com


Enjoy the headspring from a viewing deck, walk 

along the river on trails and boardwalks, or visit the 

ornamental gardens. Visitors can enjoy a snack 

from the restaurant with a view of the spring or a 

glass bottom boat ride offered through our 

concessionaire. Dip your kayak in and glide over the 

famous spring featured in Tarzan movies and 

underwater documentaries. 

 

After dinner and an overview of our trip, a park 

ranger will discuss the colorful history of Silver 

Springs State Park.  We’ll end the evening around the campfire in anticipation of the river adventure to 

come.  Be sure to bring cameras to capture and preserve some great moments. 

 

Throughout the trip, dinner will be served at 6:00 each night, followed by an evening program at 7:00.  

Nightly entertainment ranges from regional musicians to educational speakers who will provide insights 

regarding the flora, fauna, history, and ecology of the area we’ll be paddling through.  Each morning, 

breakfast will be served at 7:30 and we’ll launch boats between 8:30-9:00. 

       
 

• Day 2/Saturday, December 1:  Silver Springs State Park to Gore’s Landing; Paddling Miles: 16.5 
 

If you didn’t get a chance to paddle over the lovely head 

spring yesterday, be sure to start your morning with this 

breathtaking view!  Today we’ll be paddling the beautiful, 

clear, tree-canopied Silver River, enjoying a nice down-

stream push from the head spring.  Keep an eye out for 

monkeys, cormorants, anhingas, herons, and egrets, as 

well as a diversity of freshwater fish, turtles, and maybe 

even a manatee or two below the water’s surface. Our 

lunch stop 

will be at 

Ray 

Wayside 

Landing, six miles downriver.  After lunch, the Silver River 

merges into the Ocklawaha River, which we’ll follow another 

10 miles to our campsite for the night at Gore's Landing, a 

Marion County park. The Ocklawaha is an old river, spreading 

and braided with a mile-wide valley.  On some sections, 5 

river miles may result in 7-8 paddling miles – 



more if you stop to investigate one of the many braids or side creeks.  Despite the development, the 

Ocklawaha is home to more than 100 species of fish, 200 varieties of birds, and 300 different mammals.  

 
 

• Day 3/Sunday, December 2:  Gore’s Landing to Eureka Boat Ramp; Paddling Miles: 9.5 
 

From Gore's Landing, we paddle 9.5 miles to Eureka 

Boat Ramp, another Marion County park.  Since this is 

a short day, lunch will be provided there.  Eureka is the 

first part of the Ocklawaha where paddlers will see the 

Rodman Pool backing up the river, as much of the 

current becomes imperceptible in this stretch.  You’ll 

also be able to imagine what the Ocklawaha looked like 

before humans intervened with massive engineering 

projects.  You will see cooters, sliders, alligators, water 

birds, ducks, and forest birds. 

Some people may be surprised to see that fall colors 

DO come to Florida, at least in this northern part of the 

state.  As you float downriver, you should see some oranges and yellows hues among the cypress trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Day 4/Monday, December 3: Eureka Boat Ramp to Orange Springs Boat Ramp; Paddling Miles: 13.2 
 
From the Eureka Boat Ramp, we paddle 13.2 miles to 

Orange Springs Boat Ramp, after a lunch stop at Paynes 

Landing (7.5 miles).  In this section the river basin widens 

out and in many stretches becomes more clogged with 

vegetation.  In our evening presentations, we’ll be learning 

about the “draw-down” of the Rodman Reservoir that occurs 

every 3-4 years in an attempt to control the 

vegetation.  During these periods some of the small springs 

can be seen and 

many “islands” 

appear on the 

northern stretch.    

 

 



 

• Day 5/Tuesday, December 4:  Orange Springs Boat Ramp to Rodman Dam, Paddling Miles: 6.7 
 

We’ll paddle the final 6.7 miles to Rodman 

Campground where we’ll see firsthand the 

severing of the Ocklawaha River by the infamous 

George Kirkpatrick Dam at Rodman Reservoir. 

For the last 2.5 miles our paddle is in reservoir 

(called Lake Ocklawaha).  Here the ghostly 

remains of dead tree tops appear both above and 

just below the water surface, left over from the 

creation of the reservoir.  You have to keep a 

sharp lookout to prevent running up on them, 

especially if it’s windy.   

 

 

We’ll enjoy an end-of-the-trip BBQ lunch at Rodman 

Campground before shuttling back to our vehicles at 

Silver Springs State Park.    

 

 

 

 


