
 

 

Start:  Koreshan State Historic Site 
End:   Pine Island  
Total Distance: 57 miles 
 
Trip Fee:  Includes camping, meals, and shuttle. 

• $700/adults  

• $675/seniors (65+) and college students  

• $650/youth 8-17 

• free/children under 8  
 
Registration Deadline: January 27, 2018 or when trip capacity of 60 paddlers is reached  
 
Official Outfitters: Estero River Outfitters, Gulf Coast Kayak, or Kayak Excursions. 
 
Shuttle Details:  Paddlers will leave their vehicles at the launch point, Koreshan State Historic Site, for the duration 
of the trip.  At the trip’s conclusion, paddlers and their boats and gear will be shuttled back to Koreshan.   
 
Trip Itinerary: 
Click here for a map overview of the trip.    

 

DAY Camp Site Campsite GPS Paddling Miles 

1 Koreshan State Historic Site N26.4363, W81.8154 0 

  2 Bowditch Regional Park, Estero Island N26.4635, W81.9658 11 

3 Sirenia Vista Park, Cape Coral N26.6439, W82.0556 18 

4 Jug Creek Cottages, Bokeelia N26.7041, W82.1593 10 

5 Cayo Costa State Park N26.6858, W82.2458 11 

6 Cayo Costa State Park N26.6858, W82.2458 variable 

7 Pine Island, shuttle back to Koreshan N26.6593, W82.1529 7 

  
Total Miles: 57 

 
 

• Day 1/Saturday, February 10: Koreshan State Historic Site  
Paddling Miles: 0 
 
We’ll be kicking off our week on the Great Calusa Blueway at Koreshan State Historic Site.  The Koreshan 
Unity settled here in 1894 and believed that the entire universe existed within a giant hollow sphere. You’ll 

be able to explore what remains of their once 
vibrant community during our time here. 

 
Paddlers will check in between 1-5PM and set up 
tents prior to the kick-off dinner and orientation 
for the paddling adventure to come.  Throughout 
the week, dinner will be served at 6PM each 
night, followed by an evening program at 7PM.  
Nightly entertainment ranges from musicians to 
educational speakers who will provide insights 

The Great Calusa Blueway 
February 10-16, 2018  

http://www.esteroriveroutfitters.com/
http://gulfcoastkayak.com/
http://www.kayak-excursions.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=zR-nzFhspUbc.kJDAn6AnVP4E


regarding the flora, fauna, history, and ecology of the region we’re paddling through. Be sure to bring a 
camera to capture and preserve some great moments. 
   
 

• Day 2/Sunday, February 11: Koreshan State Historic Site to Bowditch Regional Park, Estero Island 
Paddling Miles:  11  

After a hearty breakfast, paddlers will launch onto the 
Estero River, which meanders through oak hammocks 
and pine flatwoods into Estero Bay, the first aquatic 
preserve established in Florida.  Mound Key 
Archeological State Park, near the mouth of the Estero, 
is a shell mound.  At 30 feet in height, it is believed to be 
the ceremonial center for the Calusa.  We’ll stop for 
lunch at the Mound House, the oldest home on Fort 
Myers Beach, featuring an underground museum 
interpreting 2,000 years of island life.  

    

Our paddle continues through Matanzas Pass, 
which parallels the 7-mile long island of Estero.  
Matanzas, meaning slaughter in Spanish, is 
believed to be the location of many skirmishes 
between the Calusa and Spanish when they tried to 
settle here.  Our camping destination for the day is 
Bowditch Regional Park on the northern tip of 
Estero 
Island. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Day 3/Monday, February 12: Bowditch Regional Park to Sirenia Vista Park, Cape Coral 
Paddling Miles: 18   

Leaving Fort Myers Beach on Estero Island, we 
cross the Caloosahatchee River as it meets the Gulf 
of Mexico near charming Sanibel Island. Famous for 
its sunsets and shelling, two-thirds of the 33-square-
mile island is protected and managed as 
conservation land.  The Blueway forks here and we 
will paddle Matlacha Pass 8 miles north, enjoying 
sites of the National Wildlife Refuge bearing the 
same name.  There’s an opportunity for an optional 
stop in Matlacha, home of the “World’s Fishingest 
Bridge,” for a song and/or suds at the Old Fishhouse 
Marina. 



 
 
Our lunch spot will be at Tropical Point Park located in St. 
James City at the southern end of 17-mile long Pine Island.  Our 
evening campsite will be at the City of Cape Coral’s Sirenia 
Vista Park, named for the manatees that seek winter refuge in 
this area when Gulf water temperatures dip below 70 degrees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Day 4/Tuesday, February 13:  Sirenia Vista Park to Jug Creek Cottages 
Paddling Miles: 10 

An early start will take us through Buzzards Bay (tide 
permitting), across Matlacha Pass to Jug Creek, located on 
the northern portion of Pine Island.  Much of the land on 
either side of Matlacha Pass is conservation land, resulting 
in prime birding opportunities.  With a sub-tropical climate, 
two-thirds of Pine Island is devoted to palm and tropical 
fruit farms.  This area took a direct hit from Hurricane 
Charley in 2004.  Damage to the mangrove vegetation that 
fringes and protects these coastal communities can still be 
seen. 

 
Our campsite tonight will be at the land base for Cayo 
Costa State Park—Jug Creek Cottages, located on 7.5 

acres of state park land in the historic district of Bokeelia on 
the north end of Pine Island.  Pine Island is a 17-mile long 
island encircled by three aquatic preserves and bordered with 
mangroves.  We’ll be tent camping on the Jug Creek 
property.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Day 5/Wednesday, February 14:  Jug Creek Cottages to Cayo Costa State Park 
Paddling Miles:  11  

As we cross Pine Island Sound today, tides will dictate our path.  
Shallow and dotted with more Calusa mounds, this area’s healthy 
estuary full of fish and shellfish lured a community of nearly 
10,000 Calusa for several centuries.  

 
Our destination is Cayo Costa State Park, the largest 
undeveloped barrier island in southwest Florida.  While we’ll be 
paddling there, the Tropic Star ferries campers and day visitors 
daily to the island, which features six miles of hiking trails and 
some of the best shelling in Florida. We’ll be spending two nights 
here to enjoy the hospitality of state park staff and volunteers who 
passionately maintain this unique island park.   

 

 
 

• Day 6/Thursday, February 15:  In and around Cayo Costa State Park 
Paddling Miles: You decide! 

Today is our layover day and you’ll be able to choose your activity 
level, including none at all!  There will be opportunities for 
swimming, snorkeling, beachcombing, and day paddles to nearby 
islands and mangrove tunnels.  The park rents bicycles, so you 
can swap paddles for pedals and explore the bike trails on this 
beautiful barrier island.       
  
Lunch snacks will be 
provided at the park, to 
eat there or take with 
you on a day paddle.  
Another fun option is to 

paddle a couple miles over to the Inn on Cabbage Key and eat 
lunch at the restaurant.  Cabbage Key also offers lovely hiking 
trails and a tower you can climb to see an aerial panoramic view 
of the region’s islands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

• Day 7/Friday, February 16:  Cayo Costa State Park to Pine Island 
Paddling Miles: 7    

After breakfast, we’ll pack up and paddle back across Pine 
Island Sound.  A final celebratory BBQ lunch will be served 
on Pine Island before the shuttle returns paddlers and their 
boats and gear to Koreshan State Historic Site.  

 

 

 


