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 S ometimes the time be-

tween Thanksgiving and 

Christmas can feel like a race 

against time. There is so much to get 

done. Thoughtful gifts to buy and 

then wrap, greetings to send to fami-

ly and friends, things to bake (and to 

sample!), holiday  get-togethers, 

shopping, buying, hoping, praying, 

singing, traveling, and the list goes 

on. Besides all of this, there are still 

all of the activities that come with 

daily living. 
 

 Sometimes we let the candles 

on the Advent wreath represent 

what we want for this Advent sea-

son, like hope, peace, joy and love. 

These are things that can’t be pur-

chased and all our busyness proba-

bly won’t bring them to us. Yet they 

may be ours as total gifts from God. 
 

 To a very busy and care filled 

world that first Christmas, God 

came in person. In the midst of a 

census of a conquered nation, or-

dered by those who conquered it, 

God came to bring new hope. To a 

young couple, away from home and 

with no place to birth a baby, God 

came with the promise that they 

were not alone. To a crowded town, 

called the city of David, where once 

long ago King David was born, a new 

King was birthed, yet in a place 

where animals were sheltered and 

fed. To a world looking for peace, an-

gels sang about peace on earth and 

told shepherds, “to you is born this 

day in the city of David, a Savior 

who is the Messiah,  the Lord”(Luke 

2:11). 
 

 I think all of us need to hear 

again what happened that first 

Christmas. We need to feel this 

amazing love that God has for the 

world; that God has for all of us. 

Maybe we need to remind ourselves 

that sometimes what we worry 

about, sometimes what we spend so 

much time and effort pursuing, is 

not what really brings us peace and 

joy and hope at Christmas.  
 

 This Advent season presents 

an opportunity, even in the midst of 

the busyness of these days before 

Christmas, to ponder what Christ-

mas really means. May we join in 

activities here at church and in other 

places that nurture hope and faith. 

May we find ways to share the real 

meaning of Christmas with others 

and may we all experience the hope, 

peace, joy and love that Jesus comes 

to bring!  

 

 

 

  

Ascension Lutheran Church, 5730 SE 28th St.,  
Ocala, FL 34480  Ph: 624-0066 

In Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Chuck 

HOPE, PEACE,  
JOY, AND LOVE 
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I hope you all had a Happy 

Thanksgiving. We did. 
 

 Advent is upon us and what a happy time it 

is. Preparing our hearts for the joy of the sea-

son, the birth of Jesus our Savior.  We will be 

start- ing it off with our annual 

Advent breakfast, then 

each week till Christmas 

we will be having a sup-

per before our Advent 

mid-week service. The supper will start at 

6:00 pm with  church service at 7:00 pm. Our 

theme for Advent is “Let Every Heart Prepare 

Him Room”.  Please plan on attending. 
 

 Our Finance Committee has been busy set-

ting up a proposed budget for the upcoming 

year. This will be presented to you before our 

commitment cards are given out. I hope you 

will pray about your giving and fill out a com-

mitment card. This will help the committee to 

finally do a budget which will be voted on at 

the annual congregation meeting in January. 
 

 Our council has been getting information on 

security cameras, in order to monitor the me-

morial garden area, and we have decided to 

put it on hold for a time.  More information 

will follow. 
 

 In January we will start our new worship 

times with Bible study and Sunday school to 

start at 9:15 and worship service will be at 

10:30. 
 

 The Nominating Committee has been in-

formed of offices that need to be filled for the 

next year.  If you are asked, I hope  that you 

would pray and consider the office. Here are 

some of the offices that need to be filled; pres-

ident, vice president, secretary, treasurer, fi-

nancial secretary, evangelism, Christian Ed,  

 

building committee, Pine-

lands conference representa-

tives,  representative for Synod assembly and 

also nominating committee for the following 

year. 
 

 Just a friendly reminder to please 

check your mailboxes in the parish life build-

ing. I wish you a very Merry Christmas and 

a blessed New year. 

 In Christ, 

Jane Kurtz 

Council President 

ANGEL 
 
Angel, which means “messenger” in both 
Hebrew and Greek, is a spirit-being God 
created to perform tasks for him.  
 
 In the Bible, angels appear in human 

form (always as men) 
to deliver divine mes-
sages. Angels appear 
separately to Joseph 
and Mary, announcing 
Jesus’ upcoming birth, 
and “a multitude of 
the heavenly host” 
(Luke 2:13) tells shep-
herds of the Savior’s 
arrival. Scripture of-

fers little information about angels, 
though we know some rebelled against 
God. Among the holy angels, categories 
include cherubim and seraphim. 
 
  



 

ASCENSION CARE COMMITTEE 

 

 
 

Trigger alert 

 A cold sore is a small, fluid-filled blister - or 

more often, a group of blisters - that typically 

develops on or around the lips. These blisters 

quickly dry out and form a scab. A day or two 

before an outbreak occurs, you may experience 

a burning, itching or tingling sensation on the 

area of skin where the sore will eventually ap-

pear. 
 

 Cold sores are caused by the herpes 

 Stress 

  

 Exposure to sunlight, wind or  

   other elements 

 A cut or other injury to the skin 

 Changes in the immune system 

 Hormonal changes, such as those  

 associated with menstruation 
 

Finding relief 

 

 

 
 

When treatment is recommended 

      If a cold sore persists for longer than 

two weeks or keeps returning, see your prima-

ry doctor or a dermatologist for an evaluation. 

Your doctor may recommend treatment with 

an antiviral medication. These include acyclo-

vir (Zovirax) or penciclovir (Denavir) creams 

that are applied directly to the sore multiple 

times a day. Or a drug such as acyclovir, 

valacyclovir (Valtrex) or famciclovir may be 

taken by mouth within the first few days of an 

outbreak. While topical antivirals reduce the

duration of symptoms by less than a day, oral 

antivirals may take one to two ys off of the 

duration of an outbreak. 

 Talk to your doctor about treatment if 

you have eczema or a weakened immune 

system, as you may be prone to more serious 

infections.  Also see your doctor if any cold 

sores develop near your eyes or at the tip of 

your nose.  If you tend to get cold sores of-

ten—your doctor may recommend a daily 

anti viral medication. 
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COLD SORES  - A LIFELONG VIRUS 

Kathy Keif 

ACT Chairperson 
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Beginning December 2, on the Sundays and 

Wednesday evenings in Advent, we will be 

using special and colorful bulletin covers. We 

will also use these on Christmas Eve, the 

Sunday after Christmas and on Epiphany 

Sunday (January 6.)  Council decided that if 

someone wanted to sponsor the bulletin, that 

would be great. 

 

 Bulletin sponsorship will be $5.00 and may 

be in memory of someone, in honor of some-

one or to remember a special day, or simply 

to the glory of God. This will be noted in the 

bulletin you sponsor and in the News-letter. 

A sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board  

 

 

in the parish hall, or you can call Arlene at  

352-624-0066. 

 

Dates available:   Sundays:  

  December 9, 16, 23, 30 and January 6 
 

Wednesdays:  

 December 5, 12, 19 
 

Christmas Eve— (2 sponsors needed) 

Thanks! 

 

Happy Holidays to all! 

 

 Let me start by saying 

“Thank you” to each and every one of you.  Be-

cause of you and your kindness and support, 

Faith In Action is able to do good things for 

those in need. 

 

Our Breakfast Buffet was a hit; we raised 

$376.00.  The feedback we got was all positive 

and everyone enjoyed it.  We used the money 

we raised to purchase Thanksgiving Dinners 

and Turkeys for those in need.  

 

We will continue to have Bunco each month so 

if you have not come out and joined us please 

do so.  We will keep you posted as to what is 

next for our committee. 

 

 
Your Faith In Action Team, 

Gail, Karen, Eddie, 

 Louise, and Cindy 

Advent and Christmas Bulletin Sponsorship 

 I would like to 

thank all the Sunday 

worship assistants. These 

are the people that make 

our Sunday mornings so 

very meaningful. They 

include greeters, ushers, lectors, com-

munion assistants, worship assistants 

and sound techs.  Also thank you to Mar-

cia Muncaster for the beautiful music 

she plays. Our assistants give of their 

time and talent and  make our Sunday 

mornings so meaningful. 
 

 So, on Sunday morning when you 

see these people doing all these im-

portant jobs, tell them how much you ap-

preciate the role they play in making 

your Sunday so meaningful. 
 

 I personally want to thank each 

and every one of them for making my job 

so very easy, when they say “yes”, when I 

ask them to participate. 

Nancy Hein, Worship and Music  
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Alternatives is an organization dedicated to 

helping people celebrate the original mean-

ing of holidays. In one of 

their publications they de-

scribed the meaning of Ad-

vent in this way: 
 

“In a sense it is our orien-

tation into the Christmas 

season. We often feel frus-

trated over how commer-

cialized Christmas has be-

come. Advent offers us time to de-

commercialize our lives. By observing Advent 

we can actively make and follow the plans 

needed to orient our households and our lives 

towards the One whose birthday we will cele-

brate. 
 

No one knows for sure when Advent was first 

observed. It appears that first century Gaul 

(currently France, Belgium and Luxemburg) 

was the place of its origin. It also seems like-

ly that Advent was modeled after Lent. Ad-

vent, then, is more a time of thoughtful re-

pentance than it is “that time allotted us to 

get our Christmas shopping done.” 
 

THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS 
 

Alternatives suggests with some humor: 
 

“In much of North America, Christmas 

ends as soon as the dinner dishes are 

cleared. We have come to mark the end of 

Christmas by discarding things: the 

Christmas tree, table scraps and moun-

tains of used wrapping paper. The post 

Christmas season begins when we hit the 

shopping malls to return unwanted gifts 

or to take advantage of the numerous 

sales. In reality, though, Christmas does 

not end on December 25.  

 

The season of Christmas has twelve days 

and actually ends on Epiphany. Remem--

ber the carol, “On the twelve days of 

Christmas, my true love gave to me. . . .”  
 

These extra days offer opportunities to 

learn about other events associated with 

Jesus’ birth. By observing the entire 

Christmas season we can better under-

stand what it means for Christ to be living 

among us” (John 1:14).” 

ADVENT 

In Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Chuck 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

I write to you with a broken heart – for the lives lost, wounded, and 

shattered by horrific hatred and violence at Tree of Life Congregation 

this morning. We join our Jewish neighbors and enter into mourning 

for all that has been lost. In our grief, God is our comfort. "The Lord is near to the broken-

hearted, and saves the crushed in spirit" (Psalm 34:18). 
 

From Pittsburgh to Portland, and around the world, Jews are living 

in fear. Anti-Semitism is on the rise. Public acts of hatred and bigotry 

against Jews are commonplace. As Christians, and particularly as 

Lutherans, we deplore and reject this bigotry. "We recognize in anti-

Semitism a contradiction and affront to the Gospel, a violation of our 

hope and calling, and we pledge this church to oppose the deadly 

working of such bigotry, both within our own circles and in the socie-

ty around us" (1994 Declaration of the ELCA to the Jewish Commu-

nity). 
 

We are reminded that hate-filled violence knows no bounds – whether a Sikh Temple in Oak 

Creek, a Christian church in Charleston, or a Jewish synagogue In Pittsburgh. As people of 

faith, we are bound together not only in our mourning, but also in our response.   
 

Therefore, in this tender moment of grief, let us reach out to those whose hearts are most 

broken – our Jewish neighbors. I encourage you to contact your local synagogue, or your 

Jewish colleagues, friends, and family members, to share your words of care, support, love, 

and protection. There may be specific acts you might offer to demonstrate your care, such as 

when the members of Faith Lutheran Church surrounded Congregation Beth Israel of Chico, 

California, serving as Shomrim, or guardians, as they observed 

Yom Kippur following a hate crime in 2009. 
 

Such simple acts can go a long way to demonstrate our love, as 

an extension of God's love. As we seek to heal the brokenheart-

ed, we are assured that God is near. There is no greater prom-

ise in the face of grief. 

 

 

ELCA presiding bishop responds  

to Pittsburgh synagogue shooting 

In peace, 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

Presiding Bishop, ELCA 



 

 
 

MID-WEEK ADVENT 
MEALS AND SERVICES 

 
 

WEDNESDAYS: DECEMBER 5, 12, 19 
 

THEME: “LET EVERY HEART  

PREPARE HIM ROOM” 

 

ADVENT IS A TIME TO PREPARE TO WELCOME JESUS  

TO REIGN IN OUR HEARTS THIS CHRISTMAS!  

IN THE MIDST OF ALL OUR CHRISTMAS PREPARATIONS,  

LET'S ASK GOD TO HELP US PREPARE OUR HEARTS  

AND MINDS TO CELEBRATE GOD'S  

CHRISTMAS PRESENT TO THE WORLD. 

Soup and bread supper: 6:00 PM 
Advent Worship 7:00 PM 
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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
7:00 PM 

 

A SERVICE FOR EVERYONE  

AND FOR ALL AGES 
 

CARDS, SCRIPTURE, A CHILDREN’S STORY  

AND A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE,  

CANDELIGHT SERVICE  

AND HOLY COMMUNION 

 

  ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

5730 SE 28TH STREET 

OCALA, FLORIDA 

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A CHURCH HOME THIS 

CHRISTMAS, PLEASE FEEL AT HOME WITH US! 
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In 1816 Joseph Mohr wrote a poem. Two years later, on December 24th, 1818, he gave the 

poem to organist Franz Gruber requesting that he compose a melody for 

the poem suitable for 2 solo voices along with the choir and able to be 

accompanied by guitar. No pressure, but could they sing this at Mass 

that evening? 

 

Father Joseph Mohr was the assistant priest at the new parish of St. 

Nicholas in Oberndorf, which was near Salzburg. Franz Gruber was the 

parish organist but also a school teacher. 

The hymn was used for the first time in the Christmas Eve Mass at St. Nicholas with 

Fr. Mohr singing tenor and accompanying on guitar. Franz Gruber sang bass. According to 

the writings of Mr. Gruber, the hymn was met with “general approval by all”. 

It was a difficult time in Europe following the Napoleonic Wars (1792-1815) and the 

congregation of mostly shipping laborers and boat builders faced an uncertain future. Yet, on 

Christmas Eve, these new words and melody invited them to cel-

ebrate a holy night, a silent night, and to ponder the birth of 

their Savior. 

Over the past 200 years, there have been other nights of 

uncertainty for many people in the world and sometimes, even on 

a battlefield, the words of “Silent Night” have been sung on 

Christmas Eve.  

Wherever you are this Christmas Eve, if you attend a Wor-

ship Service, chances are good that this beautiful hymn will be a part of the celebration of 

Jesus’ birth. 

BELOVED HYMN WAS FIRST SUNG  
200 YEARS AGO THIS CHRISTMAS EVE 

        THE  MESSENGER 

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH    
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Would you be offended if someone invited you to come to church 

with them? No pressure, just an invitation. Most folks aren’t of-

fended and may even be appreciative that you cared enough to 

ask. 

 

 Advent and Christmas are wonderful times to invite folks who may not have a 

church home to feel at home at Ascension Lutheran for the holiday. Not only on the 

Sundays of Advent, but our special Advent services under the theme “Let Every 

heart Prepare Him Room” are designed to help us get ready to welcome Jesus into 

our hearts this Christmas. 

 

 Our Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm on Christmas Eve is designed to 

include all ages.  There is a “tear out” page in this Newsletter that you can use to in-

vite, or copies of this page available at Church. It is a season of hope! It is a season to 

invite! 

SPECIAL ADVENT AIDS AVAILABLE  

TO CELEBRATE A HOPEFUL SEASON 

 
 Beginning the First Sunday in Advent, special Advent devotions, an Advent “Table 

Tent”, and a children’s Sticker Activity and Devotion Set will be available for free to 

encourage you in your Advent journey. 

 

 This is also the opportunity to encourage adult children and your grandchildren! 

 

 Please feel free to take whatever would be helpful and send it to them for their use. 

Folks celebrate Christmas for many different reasons. The reason we celebrate is that 

God loves the world so much, God shares Jesus with us. We have the fun of sharing 

that amazing good news this Christmas! 

INVITATION! 
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George Frideric Handel, born in Germany and raised in the Lutheran 

Church was a gifted composer of music and gave the world one of the 

greatest Christmas oratorios ever written. Even as a young man, his tal-

ent was evident, although for a while his father did not want to provide 

musical training for him since he wanted his son to become a lawyer. 

 

 Handel was a person of faith and enjoyed writing oratorios, which 

were dramatic ways to musically present a Biblical story. An oratorio had 

wonderful choruses but also parts for soloists to help tell the story. Han-

del went through periods of ill health, suffering strokes and rheumatism. He also had a sig-

nificant vision problem. He had periods of great success, but also times when he feared he 

would end up in a debtor’s prison. 
 

 One day Handel received a request to work on an oratorio that a composer had begun 

but just could not finish. He hoped Handel’s ability might allow him to finish the project he 

had begun. Handel felt inspired. 
 

On August 22, Handel locked himself in his room and went to work. In a week he completed 

the first segment, also known as the Christmas segment of the oratorio. “The Redemption” 

part was finished in the next nine days, with “The Resurrection and Reign of Christ on 

Heaven and Earth” taking another week. In less than a month Handel had written The 

Messiah. 
 

The Messiah was first performed in Dublin with a small orches-

tra and a handful of singers on April 13, 1742. Handel’s vision 

was so compromised that he could not see the audience. A few 

months later it debuted in London and on the second night, King 

George II was in attendance. So moved was the King that he 

stood as the “Hallelujah Chorus” began, which then brought 

the entire audience to their feet.  
 

 From the beginning the performances of The Messiah have raised funds for people in 

need. People were freed from debtor’s prisons, the hungry were fed, and over the past 200+ 

years, millions have been raised for other charities. 
 

 Handel is a powerful example of a person open to God’s leading and who, despite 

many things going wrong in life, allowed God to inspire him and give to the world some of 

the most beloved music of Christmas.  

 

        THE  MESSENGER 

ACENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH    

Handel’s Messiah and Helping those in Need 

Contributed by Pastor Chuck 
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This idea comes from the book “Simplify Your Christmas” by Elaine St. James. 
 

 What if you had some note cards or even gift tags? What if you kept 

them in your purse or pocket? What if you decided that each day you 

would leave a note for someone where they would find it and probably be 

surprised by it? You could also mail or email your note if this was easier. 
 

Make your note honest tidings of comfort and joy like: 

To your teen – “Thanks for making your bed today. Looks great!” 

To a waiter or waitress – “Thanks for all your attentiveness and excellent service.” 

To a teacher – “I learned something today. Thanks!” 

To a friend – “My world is brighter because you are part of it!” 

To a grandchild – “You often make me smile!” 

 

 The idea came from a friend of the author who told the story of writing a note to a wait-

ress that said, “Thanks for washing my cup”. Several months later she went back to the same 

restaurant and when the same waitress brought her coffee, the waitress also gave her a note 

which said, “You’re welcome!”.  
 

 On another occasion she wrote, “Thanks for remembering my order.” Months later the 

waitress showed her the thank you note she had written, which the waitress had posted at her 

work station. 
 

 “I bring you glad tidings of great joy”, the angels told the shepherds. I bet if the angel 

had written the message out, the shepherds would have posted it at their work station. 

ANOTHER WAY TO CELEBRATE ADVENT — 
GIVE TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND JOY! 

        THE  MESSENGER 

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH    

In Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Chuck 



 

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS  

AROUND THE GLOBE 

  

Although Americans celebrate the holiday with 
candlelight services, piles of gifts, large feasts, 
lights and trees, people in other countries mark 
Jesus’ birth in many interesting ways:  
 
  Nine days before Christmas in Mexico, 
 Las Posadas processions reenact Joseph 
  and Mary’s search for a place to stay in 
 Bethlehem. 
  

  Instead of decorating trees, Italians  place 
fruit on small wooden pyramids.  

  

  On Christmas Eve, the streets of Cara cas, 
Venezuela, are blocked off so people  can 
roller-skate to church.  

  

  In Brazil, the gift-bringer is known as  Papai 
Noel (Father Noel), who lives in Greenland, 
according to legend. When he arrives in Bra-
zil, he wears silk clothing because of the 
summer heat.  

  
  It’s considered bad etiquette to send red  
 Christmas cards in Japan because  fu neral  
 notices are customarily printed in  red.  

newsletternewsletter.com 
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HOW TO BE HAPPY 

  
 According to Tal Ben-Shahar, a 
psychology lecturer at Harvard Univer-
sity, and lots of others (perhaps even 
your mother), expressing gratitude 
makes people happier. Those who daily 
write down five things they’re grateful 
for, according to Ben-Shahar, are happi-
er, healthier and more successful than 
people who don’t. (Alternately, there’s 
another formula for happiness acknowl-
edging genetics, events in our recent 
past and four basic values of faith, fam-
ily, community and work.) 
  
 Expressing gratitude – that’s a 
simple discipline, isn’t it? Pause each day 
to write down five things for which 
you’re grateful. I can’t imagine it taking 
more than 10 minutes on most days. And 
finally, a good use for all those beautiful 
journals you’ve purchased over the 
years with great intentions … but never 
used. (Oh, wait, is that just me?) 

  
This is based on a post,  

“If you’re happy and you know it” , 
January 2, 2014, Women of the ELCA  

blog. by Linda Post Bushkofsky. 

https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=dc010019bc&e=36873aebd5
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=907f43688f&e=36873aebd5
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=7d44ab179d&e=36873aebd5
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=7d44ab179d&e=36873aebd5


 

Daily Scripture Readings for December  Celebrations for December  
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12/04 Jack Richardson 

 Trinity Kurtz 

 

12/05 Arlene Renzi 

 

12/06 Nancy Hein 

 

12/10 Ruth Pozo 

 

12/12 Eddie McCallon 

 

12/23 Evelyn Dedinas 

 

12/31 Jill Herbon 

 

 

12/12  Jack and Cindy  

      Richardson 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Psalm 90;  2 Samuel 7:18-29; Revelation 22:12-16 

2 Psalm 90; Isaiah 1:24-31; Luke 11:29-32 

3 Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:5-12; Philippians 1:12-18a 

4 Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:13-18; Philippians 1:18b-26 

5 Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 4:1-6; Luke 9:1-6 

6 Malachi 3:1-4; Baruch 5:1-9; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; 
Luke 3:1-6 

7 Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a;Mark 1:1-8 

8 Psalm 27; Isaiah 26:7-15; Acts 2:37-42   

9 Psalm 27; Isaiah 4:2-6; Acts 11:1-18     

10 Psalm 27; Malachi 2:10—3:1; Luke 1:5-17    

11 Psalm 126; Habakkuk 2:1-5; Philippians 3:7-11   

12 Psalm 126; Habakkuk 3:2-6; Philippians 3:12-16   

13 Psalm 126; Habakkuk 3:13-19; Matthew 21:28-32    

14 Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 
1:6-8 

15 Psalm 125; 1 Kings 18:1-18; Ephesians 6:10-17      

16 Psalm 125; 2 Kings 2:9-22; Acts 3:17—4:4  

17 Psalm 125; Malachi 3:16—4:6; Mark 9:9-13     

18 Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 2 Samuel 6:1-11; Hebrews 1:1- 

19 Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 2 Samuel 6:12-19; Hebrews 1:5-14       

20 Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Judges 13:2-24; John 7:40-52       

21 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55;  Romans 16:25-27; Luke 
1:26-38       

22 Psalm 96; Zephaniah 3:8-13; Romans 10:5-13      

23 Psalm 96; Zephaniah 3:14-20; Romans 13:11-14       

24 Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]       

25 Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20        

26 Psalm 148; Jeremiah 26:1-9, 12-15; Acts 6:8-15; 7:51-60 

27 Psalm 148; Exodus 33:18-23; 1 John 1:1-9       

28 Psalm 148; Jeremiah 31:15-17; Matthew 2:13-18       

29 Psalm 148; Isaiah 49:5-15; Matthew 12:46-50        

30 Psalm 148; Proverbs 9:1-12; 2 Peter 3:8-13        

31 Psalm 148; 1 Kings 3:5-14; John 8:12-19         
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Head Usher:  Archie Fiessler, phone: 362-2846 

If you have any questions, or CANNOT SERVE AS IN-

DICATED ABOVE, please call Nancy Hein;  

phone: 352-307-2882.  

DATE GREETERS LECTOR USHERS COMMMUNION 

December 2, 2018 
Donna Chesmore 

Wayne Trepanier 
Lee Funk 

Greg Phillips 

Bobbie Clarke 

Dave Blosser 

Karen Ahner 

Gail Velten 

December 9, 2018 
Eddie & Louise 

McCallon 
Tom Newton 

Greg Phillips 

Ralph Whitney 

Dave Blosser 

Eleanor Newtn 

Melanie Blosser 

December 16, 2018 
Gail Velten 

Karen Ahner 
Barb McGrath 

Greg Phillips 

Jane Kurtz 

Kathy Keif 

Jane Kurtz 

Eleanor Newton 

December 23, 2018 
Harry & Kathy 

Keif 
Bonny Pacetti 

Greg Phillips 

Ralph Whitney 

Dave Blosser 

Jane Kurtz 

Melanie Blosser 

December 24, 2018 
Harry and Kathy 

Keif 
Barbara McGrath 

Greg Phillips 

Gene Duffey 

Ralph Whitney 

Karen Ahner 

Jane Kurtz 

December 30, 2018 
Gene & May 

Duffey 
Jack Richardson 

Greg Phillips 

Eddie McCallon 

Karen Ahner 

Gail Velten 

DATE  
WORSHIP  

ASSISTANTS 
ALTAR GUILD 

SOUND TECH  

ENGINEERS 

December 2, 2018  Les Muncaster Karen Ahner Anne Hauser 

December 9, 2018  Eileen Fleming Karen Ahner Les Muncaster 

December 16, 2018  Eileen Fleming Karen Ahner Anne Hauser 

December 23, 2018  Eileen Fleming Karen Ahner Les Muncaster 

December 24, 2018  Sue Enberg Karen Ahner Les Muncaster 

December 30, 2018  Eileen Fleming Karen Ahner Les Muncaster 
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THE MESSENGER  

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

30 
 

10:00am—Worship with   

      Holy Communion  

31 
 

New Year’s 

Eve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1 

 

2 
First Sunday of  

Advent 
10:00am—Worship with   

      Holy Communion  
 

Advent Breakfast  

9:00 am 

3 
 
 

 

5:30pm—AA 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 
9:00 am—

Quilting 

 

6:00 pm soup 

7:00 pm—

Service 

6 

 

7 8 

 

9 
Second Sunday of  

Advent 
 
 

10:00am—Worship with   

      Holy Communion 

 

10 
9:30 am—

Council 

 

 

 
5:30 pm—AA 

11 12 

9:00 am—

Quilting 

 

6:00 pm soup 

7:00 pm—

Service 

13 
 

 

 

 

14 15 

2:00 pm—

Concert by 

Good Vi-

brations 

Chorus 

16 

Third Sunday of  

Advent 
 

 

10:00am—Worship with   

      Holy Communion 

 

 

 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

5:30pm—AA 

18 
 

 

 

  

 

19 
 

Noon—Quilters 

Christmas  

Party 
 

6:00 pm soup 

7:00 pm—

Service 
 

20 
 

 

 

21 
 

 

 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

Fourth  Sunday of  

Advent 

 
10:00am—Worship with   

      Holy Communion 
 

24 
 

5:30 pm—AA 

 

 7:00 pm—

Christmas 

Eve Service 

 

25 
 

Christmas 

Day  

26 
9:00 am—

Quilting 

 
 

 

 

 

27 28 29 


