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I 
 have just finished reading, well 

listening to, a book called Grate-

ful, by Diana Butler Bass. Es-

sentially, it is a collection of daily 

journal entries about her journey to 

learn more about gratitude and to 

feel more grateful in her life. I recom-

mend the book to you; bor-

row it from the library or 

purchase it through your fa-

vorite source.  
 

Toward the end of the book, 

she contemplates gratitude in con-

gregations and encourages us to be 

more aware of those things for which 

we can be grateful. She tells a story 

we at Ascension can probably relate 

to. Let me turn the story into one 

about us.  
 

 If I asked for prayers for people, 

numerous hands would go up with 

the need for healing or a job or com-

fort for loved ones. But if I asked for 

prayers of thanksgiving, few hands 

would be raised. It takes us a while 

to examine our lives and find things 

for which we are grateful.  
 

 I still suggest we tell our faith 

stories, because it is important that 

we know when and where Jesus or 

the Holy Spirit has been in our lives. 

But, too many think this means 

something big and fantastic, a mirac-

ulous healing or some such event. In-

stead, I mean, what does it mean you 

are baptized? Why do you worship at 

Ascension? What does it mean to you 

that we have a food pantry here? 

But, I have not heard a lot of your 

stories.  
 

So, I’d like to change the story con-

tent to: For what are you grateful 

this week? Some examples, because I 

know you will automatically think 

too big:  
 

 As I was driving to church this 

morning, I saw someone ahead of 

me give a dollar or two to a beg-

gar on the corner.  

 At the grocery store, a customer 

with a full cart invited me to go 

ahead of her.  

 The sky had a double rainbow in 

it this morning.  

 My husband Mike was asked to 

preside over a funeral and was 

paid generously by the family. He 

took me to lunch at Outback and 

said I didn’t have to cook supper.  

 Barbara McGrath agreed to learn 

how to be the Assisting Minister 

so she could fill in while Eileen 

Fleming was gone.  
 

See? These are simple things. Look 

around you and 

see the beauty of 

the earth and 

the people in 

your life, and 

give thanks for 

them.  
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The Ascension Messenger is 

published 11 times a year to 

keep our congregation 

informed and to stay 

connected with those who 

don’t worship with us     

year-round. 
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Just think - in about five more 

months, we will be saying “I 

wish it was warmer”.  We need 

to thank God for 

whatever he gives 

us.  
 

 For those of you 

who  didn't come 

and play bunco, 

you missed a night of good fun.   

We have another one scheduled 

for Tuesday August 21 at 6:00 

p.m.  Please, plan on attending 

and bring a friend. 
 

 We are again doing school 

bags for Lutheran World relief 

and I see some school supplies 

are in the stores now.  We need 

the following items: 
 

• four 70 sheet notebooks ei-

ther wide or college-ruled 

• 30 CM ruler or a ruler with 

centimeters on one side and 

inches on the other;  

• 1 pencil sharpener;  

• one pair of blunt scissors;  

• five unsharpened number 2 

pencils with erasers;  

• 5 black or blue ballpoint 

pens, (no gel ink);  

• one box of 16 or 24 Crayola 

crayons;  

• one 2-1/2 inch eraser.   
 

 We will furnish the draw-

string backpack style cloth 

bags.  Shop and save during 

the school sales or the no tax 

week for your best bargains. 
 

This month 

our co f fee 

hour, which is 

before and af-

ter church ser-

vices, is spon-

sored by the Stewardship and 

Worship and Music Committee. 

Anyone can donate cookies if 

you would like. 
 

 For our Operation Shoe-

box project, we will be doing 

our noisy offering collection on 

August 12th and October 14th. 

The money collected is used for 

shipping of the Christmas 

stockings to our service people. 

We have already made 335 

stockings and we would like 

you to write a note or letter, 

which we include in the stock-

ings, with a word of encourage-

ment and thanks to our service 

people who give up so much for 

our freedom. 
 

 Our annual yard sale is 

scheduled for October 19th and 

20th, so please start saving 

items you want to donate; we 

have plenty of room in our 

shed. 
 

 If you have any concerns for 

our congregation, please give 

them to any council member or 

me. 
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In Christ, 

Jane Kurtz  

 Council president 
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At the end of the day, take time to lift one 

or more thanksgivings to God. 
 

And be prepared. Some days I will invite 

you to tell your stories during announce-

ments 

“Give me a cup of strong black coffee and five 
minutes, and then send in the first victim”. 

        THE  MESSENGER 

ACENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH    

Peace and All Good! 

Pastor Lynn 

 

 

 

During the past six weeks, 

our attendance has decreased 

due to vacations and other 

summer activities. 
 

I encourage everyone to continue with our 

commitments, as the church bills remain the 

same. 
 

God bless and safe travels! 

STEWARDSHIP NOTES 

Kathy Keif, Stewardship 

 
 

 
 
  

 W e are often afraid. After all,  We live in 
a scary world, in scary times. We fear for the 
safety of our children in schools, as we hear 
news of the latest school shootings. We grip 
our keys defensively in darkened parking lots, 
because of our own experiences and the prev-
alence of #MeToo. We fear medical diagnoses, 
job losses, poverty, heights, being in the dark, 
losing love, spiders, never being loved, failing. 
And the list goes on and on.  
 

 Throughout scripture, God’s people from 
Abraham all the way to Paul and beyond hear 
God call us with love. What can we learn from 
the stories of our biblical ancestors? We learn 

that we don’t have to be afraid (and if we are, 

we don’t have to let fear paralyze us) because 

God is with us.   

  

FEAR  NOT 

This message is an excerpt from  
a Women of the ELCA  blog by  

Elizabeth Hunter 

https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=87b2133c94&e=36873aebd5
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The U.S. Census Bureau projects that the number of Americans age 65 
and older will rise to nearly 21  of the population by 2030, up from 15 
in 2015. As the U.S. population continues to age, opportunities for fi-
nancial abuse of the elderly will likely continue to grow as well. 

The effects of aging coupled with their accumulated wealth can make 
seniors a prime target for financial exploitation. And as the elderly population continues to 
rise, so does the number of financial scams. When it comes to preventing these crimes, edu-
cation and awareness are critical. Be aware of the following scams that may target you or 
someone you love: 

 Financial Exploitation by a Fiduciary, Power of Attorney, Family Member, or 
Caregiver -In this situation, a person a senior has entrusted and/or named to help 
manage his or her finances in-stead abuses that power to take funds, property, or oth-
er assets. 

 The Grandparent Scam - In this common scam, an imposter calls a grandparent 
pretending to be a grandchild in financial trouble. He or she 
may even know the grand- child's name. The scammer typically 
asks the grandparent to wire money or send prepaid debit cards 
to pay for an emergency expense and asks that the grandparent 
not tell any family members. 

 The IRS Scam—This scenario involves a fraudster impersonat-
ing an IRS agent. The scammer in- forms the potential victim 
that he or she owes taxes that must be paid immediately and attempts to collect. It's 
important to note that the IRS never asks for payment over the telephone. It uses on-
ly the U.S. mail, not phone, text, e-mail, or other means of communication, to notify 
taxpayers of any taxes due. A similar scheme involved scammers posing as dept col-
lectors. 

 The Romance Scam—This scam applies to online dating sites. Typically, the scam-
mer will use a fake on- line dating profile to pose as a romantic interest who lives in 
another city. As the online relationship blossoms, the scammer asks for money to pay 
for a plane ticket to visit the potential victim or to help with a financial emergency. 

 The Lottery/Sweepstakes Claim—Potential victims receive a phone call informing 
them that they've won a sweep-stakes or lottery. All they 
have to do is provide a small up- front payment to receive 
their prize. These scams are also fre-
quently carried out using authentic-
looking letters or e-mails. 

  
. 

Joseph Hanna, VP of Investments, 

Stifel, Nicolaus Co. 

 

 

 
(See the September issue for More Elder Fraud Scams) 
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 The article of interest below was sub-

mitted by Evelyn Dedinas for our newslet-

ter.  It concerns a church in California, al-

so named Ascension, and whose Quilting 

Group obviously works in much the same 

way as our group.   
 

 “Recently, quilts made by Ascension 

church (in California) needlecraft artists were 

displayed in the Sanctuary.  Many of the quilts 

will be shipped to Lutheran World ReIief for 

distribution around the world. 

 

 Some of the quilts will be for sale at Gifts 

of Hope for $50.00 each.  This money will be 

given to Lutheran World Relief to assist with 

shipping costs. We will give some of the quilts 

to Lutheran Social Services for distribution.   

 

 This ministry would not be possible with-

out the many volunteers who prepare fabric, cut 

squares, stitch quilt tops, help tie the layers to-

gether and do the final stitching. In addition, a 

number of individuals donate fabric, sheets and 

blankets. 

 

 We also want to thank Thrivent for their 

financial support for the items that we did 

need to purchase.” 
Submitted by Evelyn Dedinas 

 
 

TIED IN FAITH.   SENT IN HOPE.  

 WRAPPED IN LOVE. 

 
 

 

The exchange of wedding rings isn't 

found in Scripture. It came 

into practice among Chris-

tians in the late ninth cen-

tury.  
 

The unending circle profoundly sym-

bolizes a couple's mutual promises of 

ongoing love and commitment, as well 

as God's promise of eternal love that 

surrounds all — including each couple 

and marriage.  

CHRISTIAN  SYMBOLS 
WEDDING RINGS 

Marguerite Miller 

June 22, 1925—July 6, 2018 
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There will be no Children’s Church 

offered on August 19 unless 
someone is available to substi-
tute. Helpers always are welcome 

on any Sunday. 
Louise McCallon 

 

 

 

 
  

We will once again be filling school bags 

for Lutheran World relief.  Below are the 

items we will need.  Thank you for your 

generosity and kindness. 

 

• four 70 sheet notebooks either wide or 

college-ruled 

• 30 CM ruler or a ruler with centimeters 

on one side and inches on the other;  

• 1 pencil sharpener;  

• one pair of blunt scissors;  

• five unsharpened number 2 pencils 

with erasers;  

• 5 black or blue ballpoint pens, (no gel 

ink);  

• one box of 16 or 24 Crayola crayons;  

• one 2-1/2 inch eraser.   
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How do you do justice? 

 

We have many opportunities in our lives to act 
with courage: when we see a customer abuse a 
sales clerk or server; when we see people treat 
immigrants or new citizens without respect; 
when some go hungry while others eat with gus-
to. 
 
We can correct our small transgressions.  We 
can speak to a newcomer at church who is 
standing by herself at hospitality. We can 
phone a lonely, yet long-winded, acquaintance. 
We can hand a homeless person a dollar or do-
nate to a worthy charity. 
 
“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and 
what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk hum-
bly with your God?” Micah 6:8 
 
How do you “do justice?” 

This message is an excerpt from a  

Women of the ELCA blog by Terri Lackey.  

 

 
 
 
 

Toni Hennis has moved to Callahan, 
Florida, to be closer to her family. 

 

Her new address is: 
615139 River Road 
Callahan, Fl 32011 

Cell phone—904-252-4891 
Granddaughter Patty—904-483-7127 

 
 

Dick Plumb’s new address is: 
6743 W. McRae 

Glendale, Az. 85308 
He is living with his daughter. 

 

https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=39ae16fd55&e=36873aebd5
https://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=8d9b5f41e3&e=36873aebd5


 

           
              

 
The 1913 Gettysburg reunion was a Gettysburg Battlefield encampment 
of American Civil War veterans for 
the Battle of Gettysburg's 50th an-
niversary. The June 29–July 4 

gathering of 53,407 veterans was the largest 
ever Civil War veteran reunion, and "never before in 
the world's history so great a number of men so ad-
vanced in years been assembled under field conditions".  
 

 All honorably discharged veterans in the Grand 
Army of the Republic and the United Confederate Vet-
erans were invited, and veterans from 46 of the 48 
states attended. Despite concerns "that there might be 
unpleasant differences, at least, between the blue and 
gray", the peaceful reunion was repeatedly marked by 
events of Union–Confederate camaraderie. 

 
President Woodrow Wilson's July 4 reunion address summarized 
the spirit: "We have found one another again as brothers and 
comrades in arms, enemies no longer, generous friends rather, 
our battles long past, the quarrel forgotten—except that we 
shall not forget the splendid valor." 
 

1913 GETTYSBURG REUNION 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2018  
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Barb McGrath, Kathy Keif and Lynn Andrews ready to play 

Our Mascot, “Binkie” had  
a good game! 

Karen Ahner, May Duffey, Gene Duffey, Carol Dehart 
and their guest enjoy the game. 

Our famous Bunco Bell 

Visitors from St. Matthew’s Church 
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Anne Hauser having  some fun. 

Pastor Lynn rolls a Bunco on 3’s 
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8/01 Gabriel Tighe 

8/05  Gene Duffy 

8/19  Louise McCallon 

8/21 Jane Kurtz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8/26  Bill and Tess Winkler 

 

Anniversaries  

1 Isaiah 51:17-23; Romans 9:6-13; Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

2 Isaiah 44:1-5; Matthew 7:7-11; Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

3 Isaiah 55:1-5; Romans 9:1-5; Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 (16) 

4 Deuteronomy 8:1-10; Romans 1:8-15; Psalm 78:1-8, 17-29 

5 Deuteronomy 26:1-5: Acts 2:37-47; Psalm 78:1-8, 17-29 

6 Exodus 16:2-15, 31-35; Matthew 15:32-39, Psalm 78:1-8, 17-29 

7 1 Kings 18:1-16; Acts 17:10-15; Psalm 85:8-13 

8 1 Kings 18:17-19, 30-40; Acts 18:24-28; Psalm 85:8-13 

9 1 Kings 18:41-46; Matthew 16:1-4; Psalm 85:8-13 

10 1 Kings 19:9-18; Psalm 85:8-13 (8); Romans 10:5-15 

11 Genesis 7:11—8:5; 2 Peter 2:4-10; Psalm 18:1-19 

12 Genesis 19:1-29;  Romans 9:14-29; Psalm 18:1-19 

13 Job 36:24-33; 37:14-24; Matthew 8:23-27; Psalm 18:1-19 

14 Isaiah 45:20-25; Revelation 15:1-4; Psalm 67 

15 Isaiah 63:15-19; Acts 14:19-28; Psalm 67 

16 Isaiah 56:1-5; Matthew 14:34-36; Psalm 67 

17 Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Psalm 67; Matthew 15:10-28 

18 2 Kings 5:1-14; Acts 15:1-21; Psalm 87 

19 Isaiah 43:8-13; romans 11:13-29; Psalm 87 

20 Isaiah 66:18-23; Matthew 8:1-13; Psalm 87 

21 Ezekiel 28:11-19; 1 Corinthians 6:1-11; Psalm 138 

22 Ezekiel 31:15-18; 2 Corinthians 10:12-18; Psalm 138 

23 Ezekiel 36:33-38; Matthew 16:5-12; Psalm 138 

24 Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138; Romans 12:1-8, Matthew 16:13-20 

25 1 Samuel 7:3-13; romans 2:1-11; Psalm 18:1-3, 20-32 

26 Deuteronomy 32:18-39, Romans 11:33-36; Psalm 18:1-3, 20-32 

27 Isaiah 28:14-22; Matthew 26:6-13; Psalm 18:1-3, 20-32 

28 Jeremiah 14:13-18; Ephesians 5:1-6; Psalm 26:1-8 

29 Jeremiah 15:1-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12; Psalm 26:1-8 

30 Jeremiah 15:10-14; Matthew 8:14-17; Psalm 26:1-8 

31 Jeremiah 15:15-21; Ps 26:1-8; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28 
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Head Usher:  Archie Fiessler, phone: 362-2846 

If you have any questions, or CANNOT SERVE AS INDICATED 

ABOVE, please call Nancy Hein;  phone: 352-307-2882.  

Thank you for your service! 

DATE GREETERS LECTOR USHERS COMMMUNION 

August 5, 2018 
Gene & May 

Duffey 
Bonny Pacetti 

Greg Phillips 

Bobbie Clarke 

Jane Kurtz 

Karon Ahner 

Eleanor Newton 

August 12, 2018 
Eddie & Louise 

McCallon 
Jack Richardson 

Greg Phillips 

Kathy Kief 

Jane Kurtz 

Melanie Blosser 

Gail Velton 

August 19, 2018 
Harry & Kathy 

Keif 
Lee Funk 

Greg Phillips 

Kathy Keif 

Jane Kurtz 

Karen Ahner 

Eleanor Newton 

August 26, 2018 
Evelyn Dedinas 

Gail Rees 
Barb McGrath 

Greg Phillips 

Eddie McCallon 

Dave Blosser 

Melanie Blosser 

Jane Kurtz 

     

DATE  WORSHIP  ALTAR GUILD SOUND TECH  

August 5, 2018  Eileen Fleming Karen Ahner Les Muncaster 

August 12, 2018  Eileen Fleming Karen Ahner Les Muncaster 

August 19, 2018  Eileen Fleming Karen Ahner Les Muncaster 

August 26, 2018  Eileen Fleming Karen Ahner Les Muncaster 
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Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1 
9:00 am—Quilting 

 

 

2 3 4 

 

5 
 

Eighteenth Sunday of  

Pentecost 
 

10:00am—Worship with   

      Holy Communion  
   

6 
 

 

 

 

 

5:30pm—AA 

 

7 
 

 

8 
 

9:00 am—Quilting 

9 
 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

 

12 
 

Nineteenth Sunday of  

Pentecost 
 

 

10:00am—Worship with   

      Holy Communion 
 

Noisy Offering 

 
 

13 
 

9:30 am—

Council 

 
11:00 am—

Faith in  

Action  

Committee 

 

 

14 

  
 

 

 

 

 

   

15 

 
9:00 am—Quilting 

 

 

 

 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

18 
 

 

 

19 

Twentieth Sunday of  

Pentecost 
 

 

10:00am—Worship with   

      Holy Communion 

 

Pastor Nielson  

officiating 

 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

5:30pm—AA 

21 

 
 

 

  6;00 pm— 

Bunco  
 

22 
 

9:00 am—Quilting 

 
 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

24 
 

 
 

25 
 

 

26 

 

Twenty First Sunday 

of  Pentecost 
 

10:00am—Worship with   

      Holy Communion 
 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

5:30pm—AA 

28 
 

 

29 
 

9:00 am—Quilting 

 

 

 

Noon—Ladies’ 

Bible Study 

30 
 

31 
 

 


