
    

DOWNTOWN BUSINESS ALLIANCE 

    BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING     

       July 14, 2011 

 

 

The DBA Board meeting was called to order by President George Carrasco at 8:08am at the City of Ocala 

Recreation and Parks Office on July 14, 2011.  Other board members in attendance were Mark DeBolt, 

Aaron Campo, Thomas Pestow, Ted Schatt, Lauren Merriam, David Hoffman, Jackie Schindehette and 

Diane Barrineau.  Others in attendance were Brenda Edwards, Kathy Crile, Catherine Cameron, Jennifer 

Blair and Captain Keith Escaravage.  Board Member absent was Maggie Huckabee.  

  

President Carrasco thanked Recreation and Parks for hosting the meeting and for furnishing the 

refreshments.  He also reported that he opened a checking account for the Farm Market at Bank of 

America.   

 

T. Pestow made a motion, seconded by M. DeBolt to accept the minutes from the June 9, 2011 DBA 

board meeting as presented.  The minutes were accepted.   

 

Treasurer’s Report was e-mailed to members for May and June, 2011.  It is attached to and a part of the 

DBA file copy of the minutes.  L. Merriam reported that some invoices for dues had been returned 

because of address changes.  He re-sent the invoices that he could confirm an address.  There were seven 

returned that he could not determine a location or if the business was still in operation.  L. Merriam 

requested reimbursement to his law firm in the amount of $ 299.17 for invoice expenses.  M. DeBolt 

made a motion, seconded by A. Campo to reimburse L. Merriam’s firm for the expense.  The motion 

passed.   A question was asked if we had paid the bagpipe player for First Friday Art Walks.  We have not 

paid him.  We need to pay him $ 50.00 for two months, as agreed to at an earlier meeting.   

 

Old Business: 

 

Ferris Wheel for 2011 

B. Edwards distributed a brochure for the Holiday Ferris Wheel.  She reported that White-Challis 

approved the use of the Chamber Lot for the event.  B. Edwards reported that learning from last year’s 

event, we hope to improve and make the event even more successful this year.  We want to maximize the 

time when kids are out of school.  Last year we contracted for 40 hours a week for the wheel to operate.  

She advised that we will need to clarify in the contract if that 40 hours is for ticket sales or operating time, 

because there is a lag time from the end of sales to the end of operating time.  Tuesday and Thursday 

evenings are when Santa is on the Square.  We may need to extend hours on those nights.  We will need 

to work with Round Concepts to negotiate a fee.. 

 

Farm Market 

B. Edwards followed up on President Carrasco’s report to advise that a checking account was necessary 

for the Farm Market, because there was a great deal of cash accumulating from vendor payments.  The 

signatures that are on the account are M. DeBolt, A. Campo, G. Carrasco, and B. Edwards.  She reported 

that we have 62 vendor reservations for July 16, 2011, which is the next Farm Market date.  Vendor 

Applications are on the website.  Discussion followed if we want to develop a tent-renting system, since 

there have been requests to rent some tents.  The board consensus is that we do not want to loan our tents, 

as a general rule.  Discussion followed whether to allow food vendors at the Market.  Board members 

agreed that we want Market visitors to use downtown businesses for foods and drinks.  Discussion 

followed if we want the Market to become larger and maybe extend on Broadway in front of the Bank of 

America building.  B. Edwards reported that she is working on an idea for sustainable bags with the DBA 

logo, for Market patrons to purchase to use at the Market.   

 

M. DeBolt reported that the contract between the DBA and B. Edwards has been completed by the 

appointed committee.  It has not been executed.  J. Schindehette made a motion, seconded by M. DeBolt 

to accept the contract prepared by the committee, subject to President Carrasco executing it.   
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Update on Proposal from Accounting Firms 

M. DeBolt reported that he had received a proposal from Berryhill, Hoffman and Getsee CPA’s.  He is 

still waiting on proposals from Purvis-Gray and Duggan Joiner.  

 

Altered Iron Car Show 

President Carrasco reported idea is still open, but location for the event is still in discussion.   

 

DBA By-Laws 

Tabled 

 

Tiered DBA Membership 

Tabled 

 

New Business: 

 

Location for August 11
th
 Board Meeting was not decided.   

 

Other Items of Interest: 

 

President Carrasco gave a brief history on traffic flow for Silver Springs Blvd. through the downtown 

area.  FDOT maintains Silver Springs Blvd.  It was his understanding that FDOT would not slow down or 

narrow the portion of the Blvd. that travels through the downtown area and would not allow the City to do 

so.  He advised that he had recently learned that FDOT had offered the Blvd. to the City of Ocala from 

Pine to 8
th
 Avenue.  The City refused the offer, because of the cost of maintenance.  Discussion followed.  

C. Cameron advised that she would research the City’s position on Silver Springs Blvd.  President 

Carrasco reported that City Council Chairman Owen will be at the DBA informal meeting next 

Wednesday to discuss Silver Springs Blvd.  He encouraged Board Members to attend.    

 

Information was distributed on Osceola Linear Park. 

 

T. Pestow reported that a “Wine Walk” event is in the planning stage for September.  Stella’s maybe the 

hub for the event.  It would include wine and tappas, with a passport for wine tasting. 

 

J. Schindehette reported that Voilart Studio is now “Sabal Palm Gallery” and the grand opening is the 

First Friday Art Walk in August.   

 

Captain Escaravage reported that the Police Department has had a shift change and we will see new 

officers in the downtown area.   

 

A question was asked about the renovation of Ft. King Street, is it still on schedule to be completed?  C. 

Cameron advised that she would check and bring a report at the next Board meeting.   

 

Jennifer Blair reported the Downtown Summer Jams program is going great.  She encouraged everyone to 

support it.  There was discussion about how to become a vendor for these events.  

 

Kathy Crile reported that FAFO is the 3
rd

 Saturday in October and there will be a Cultural Festival on the 

2
nd

 Saturday in October.     

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:43am. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Diane Barrineau 

Diane Barrineau, Secretary 


