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RedemptionApplied
Gifts for the Growth of the Church

Ephesians 4:7-16

INTRO & REFLECTION
Did you know the church isn’t yet what it someday will be? To put it another 
way, consider this: someday the church will look differently than it does 
right now. That’s a good thing. Just look at the church, is it currently in a 
state of perfect unity, maturity, or conformity to Christ? Of course not. But it 
will not remain this way. Since Jesus has promised to build his church (Mt. 
16:18), and we know that the church will be presented to him “as a bride 
adorned for her husband” (Rev. 21:2), we understand that we’re still in 
process. On one hand we’re absolutely bound together by the work of the 
Spirit, but on the other, we’re continually growing up “in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ” (Eph. 4:16). 

If we were left on our own to achieve this 
goal, we would be in a helpless spot. After all, 
we can barely keep our lives in order, much 
less live in unity and love with other sinful 
people. But we’re not left on our own. Paul 
reminds the Ephesians that as a result of 
Christ’s ascension and heavenly reign, the 
church has been given grace “according to the 
measure of Christ’s gift” (Eph. 4:8). That is, 
every Christian has been given unique gifts 
that God intends to use as he grows the 
church into what it should be. 

In Ephesians 4 Paul has four distinct gifts in 
mind (apostles, prophets, evangelists, and 
shepherd-teachers), but those are not all the 
gifts God gives to his people. In 1 Corinthians 
12:8-11 and Romans 12:6-8 Paul lists more 

This Week’s Biblical Basic
The Church - The church 
is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes 
on earth today     

"Instead, speaking the 
truth in love, we will in all 
things grow up into Him 
who is the Head, that is, 

Christ. From Him the 
whole body, joined and 

held together by 
every supporting 

ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as 
each part does its work."

Ephesians 4:15-16



gifts, but in each list the emphasis is 
the same we each have different 
gifts, but they’re all for one purpose: 
building up the body of Christ. 

Unity in the church has been given a 
place of emphasis in Paul’s letter to 
the Ephesians. He’s shown that God has, in Christ, overcome the barrier 
between Jews and Gentiles and created a new, united people through his 
Spirit. Here, however, Paul wants his readers to grasp that, though the 
church is united, it is made up of individuals with diverse gifts. 

When we each use the gifts with which God has graced us, we benefit one 
another as his Spirit works in us and through us toward other believers. 
Together, we are equipped “for the work of ministry, for building up the body 
of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the 
Son of God” (Eph. 4:12-13). 

So we can say with confidence, “Though the church may not be perfect today, 
as God works in us by his Spirit, we are being changed into what we will be 
when he returns.”

REFLECT
In addition to Ephesians 4:11, Paul’s letters contain two other lists of 
spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 12:8-11; Rom. 12:6-8). Read these passages and 
compare the lists. What’s similar? How are they different?

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
The goal of Christ’s gracious gifts to the church is for the church to reach 
“full maturity.” This maturity stands in stark contrast to childish 
immaturity and doctrinal instability. Paul makes a similar point in 
Colossians 2:8-10. Read Colossians 2:8-10 and Ephesians 4:12-14. 
Why do you think spiritual maturity includes doctrinal stability?

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Sermon in a Sentence
Every Christian possesses an 
individuality that God gifts, 

recognizes, and uses in His service 
for the growth of the Church. 



Take a few moments to reflect on Ephesians 4:7-16, and ask God to 
help you see what gifts he may have graced you with. Consider 
going to http://elmertowns.com/?page_id=203 and taking a 
Spiritual Gifts Assessment to identify your spiritual gifts.

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

ENCOUNTER
Take a few minutes to encounter Ephesians 4:4-6 in at least two different 
translations and make note of any differences in wording or phrasing.
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

EXPLORE
In the NKJV, Christ’s gift of apostles, prophets, evangelists, and shepherds 
and teachers are given “for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ” (Eph. 4:12) Read Eph. 
4:11-12 in the NIV. What is the purpose of apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, and shepherds and teachers?

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

What other differences did you notice in the translations? Take a few 
minutes to dig deeper on those differences to understand why they are 
there.
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________



EXAMINE
Now that you’ve got a firm grasp on what the passage says, it’s time to 
examine what it means. Based on 2 Timothy 3:16 (“All Scripture is breathed 
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness”), this series of questions is intended to help you figure out 
what you should do or believe in response to the meaning of the text. 

Reflect on the passage before answering these questions. (Note: this 
passage may not answer each question. That’s fine! But every passage answers at 
least one.)

1. What does this passage tell me to believe? 
 (How does it teach me?)

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
2. What does this passage tell me not to believe?
 (How does it reprove me?)
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
3. How does this passage tell me not to live?
 (How does it correct me?)
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
4. How does this passage tell me to live?
 (How does it train me in righteousness?)
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________



EMBRACE
After spending almost a week with this passage, you’ve probably learned a 
lot and heard God speak to you through His Word. Look back at your 
responses to the previous questions and ask God to show you how to 
respond to this text. 

Write down some ideas for how you can respond to the truth of 
God’s Word. 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Questions for Your Journal

Use these following questions to evaluate what you learned from Sunday’s 
sermon.

Summary: 

• The main thing the speaker wants me to do, be, and/or feel as a result 
of this message.

Application to My Life: 

• What did God say to me through this message?

• How does my life measure up to this word?

• What action(s) will I take to bring my life in line with this word?

• What truth do I need to study further?

ABOUT THEMAP
The mission of THE MAP is to help you become a difference maker in 
the world by developing the practices, beliefs, and virtues of a 
Dedicated Disciple of Jesus Christ, called 33 Biblical Basics, through 
your own active reading of the Bible. Send any questions or comments 
you may have about this lesson to the author, Brad Mills, our Family 
Pastor. His e-mail address is brad@northwaychurch.org.
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____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
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DISCIPLE-MAKINGGUIDE
Kids Kindergarten through 6th grade get Adventure Tokens

for discipleship activities completed during the week.
 

You’ll notice that this week’s biblical basic and memory verse is the 
same as last week. This gives you the unique opportunity to make 
sure your kids really nail the verse and understand its significance. 

 You’ll also be able to build on what you started last week and 
continue talking to your kids about their salvation. If they’re already 
saved, you have the opportunity to help them see how they also play 
a role in God’s church as he fulfills his purposes through us. 

If you need help, advice, wisdom, or encouragement, 
email Brad at brad@northwaychurch.org.

This week’s Biblical Basic: The Church: The church is God's primary 
way to accomplish His purposes on earth today..
This week’s Life Verse: ““Instead, we will speak the truth in love, 
growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his 
body, the church.”  Ephesians 4:15 (NLT) 

Monday: Read Ephesians 4:15-16 & recite this week’s life verse.
Tuesday: Read Ephesians 4:7-13 & recite this week’s biblical basic.
Wednesday: Read John John 3:16-17 & tell your kids your testimony.
Thursday: Read Ephesians 4:13-16 & recite this week’s life verse.
Friday: Read Ephesians 4:17-19 & ask God to speak to you through 
Sunday’s sermon.

TO THE PARENTS

REMEMBERTHIS

BIBLEREADING

✁-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Adventure Token Coupon

I memorized my life verse ____.     I read my Bible with my mom and dad _____.

Child’s Name___________________________________________. Grade _________.   

Parent’s Signature  ______________________________________________________. 

mailto:brad@northwaychurch.org
mailto:brad@northwaychurch.org


Northway Church of The Woodlands
8200 Northway Dr.
The Woodlands, TX 77382
www.NorthwayChurch.org

Developing Dedicated Disciples Who Make a Difference in the World!

33 BIBLICALBASICS

10 MARKERS
A Dedicated Disciple...
1. has Trusted Christ as the Leader & 

Forgiver of their lives.
2. has publicly identified their life with 

Christ through Biblical Baptism.
3. is cultivating the Spirit-controlled 

life through daily repentance, 
consistent prayer,  reading/
meditating on Scripture, and other 
Spiritual Practices.

4. is faithfully attending weekly 
Corporate Worship gatherings.

5. is devoted to Generous Living, 
faithfully giving of their time, talent, 
treasures, tithes & offerings.

6. is a member of a Small Group, 
sharing & caring in deep fellowship 
with God’s people.

7. is regularly engaging in Relational 
Evangelism, sharing their faith with 
others and inviting them to 
Corporate Worship gatherings.

8. lives a life that is increasingly 
characterized by the selfless, 
sacrificial, Servant Lifestyle 
modeled by Christ.

9. serves through giftedness within 
the church on Ministry Teams.

10.is involved in Serving Outside the 
church, such as short term mission 
trips, local service projects, 
compassion/justice initiatives, etc.

10 COREBELIEFS
1. Salvation by Grace - Eph. 2:8-9
2. Identity in Christ - John 1:12
3. Personal God - Psalm 121:1-2
4. Trinity - 2 Corinthians 13:14
5. Authority of The Bible -                

2 Tim 3:16-17
6. Humanity - John 3:16
7. Eternity - John 14:1-4
8. The Church - Eph. 4:15-16
9. Compassion - Psalm 82:3-4
10.Stewardship - 1 Tim. 6:17-19

13 COREVIRTUES
1. God-Centered Thinking -           

Matt. 6:33
2. Integrity/Holiness - Psalm 119:1
3. Faithfulness - Proverbs 3:3-4
4. Self-Control - Titus 2:11-13
5. Joy - John 15:11
6. Peace - Philippians 4:6-7
7. Hope - Hebrews 6:19-20
8. Love - 1 John 4:10-12
9. Patience - Proverbs 14:29
10.Gentleness - Philippians 4:5
11.Kindness/Goodness -                   

1 Thessalonians 5:15
12.Humility - Philippians 2:3-4
13.Gratitude -                                          

1 Thessalonians 5:18

a heart for
GOD PEOPLE SERVICE
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