
THEMAP
Volume 1, Issue 10

Studies for the Journey of Dedicated Discipleship                              November 10, 2013

RedemptionProvided
God Brings Unity to Believers

Ephesians 2:19-22

INTRO & REFLECTION
Have you ever found yourself on the couch late one evening, popcorn 
crumbs on the floor and your shirt, and another episode of House Hunters 
playing on HGTV? Something about the endless marathons the TV 
executives decide to throw at us, the delighted, but soon glossy-eyed, 
viewers, makes us stay around for “just one more episode.” Maybe the allure 
is how the final minutes of each episode come to a close. Each time, the 
house-hunting couple is left with a decision: do they choose the bungalow at 
the beach, the expensive mansion with mountain views, or the condo in the 
city center? Sometimes we have insight into their decision and we predict 
their choice correctly, other times they surprise us.

We can bring our experience with House Hunters to bear on how we 
understand Ephesians 2. See, Paul writes to the Gentiles in the Ephesian 
church to tell them they “are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of 
the household of God” (2:19). Because of 
Christ’s work on the cross the Gentiles are 
“not only fellow-citizens with Jewish 
believers under God’s rule; they are also 
children together in God’s own 
family” (O’Brien, 212). The Gentile 
Christians were no longer outsiders, “but 
sons and daughters, with all the rights of 
inheritance that sons and daughters 
enjoy” (Bruce, 303).  But the new situation 
brought about by Christ goes far beyond 
being a member of God’s household, it 
includes their role as part of the house in 
which God himself will dwell. 

This Week’s Biblical Basic
The Church - The Church is 
God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on 
earth today.     

"Instead, speaking the truth 
in love, we will in all things 

grow up into Him who is 
the Head, that is, Christ. From 

Him the whole body, joined 
and held together by every 

supporting ligament, grows 
and builds itself up in love, as 

each part does its work." 
Ephesians 4:15-16

ephesians



The Gentile Christians, along with the 
Jewish believers, are being stacked together 
like bricks to build a “a dwelling place of 
God in the Spirit” (2:22). This is key to 
understand: God is bringing people of all 
ethnicities into his family, and by his 
Spirit, he dwells in them. Instead of manifesting his presence in “houses 
made by hands” (Acts 8:48), he lives in his people. That means the same God 
who saved you, now lives in you. 

Why God would choose to dwell in people who are prone to great displays of 
their sinfulness, and refuse to dwell in a beautiful and ornate temple is as 
confusing to me as the couple who picks the condo over the mansion on 
House Hunters. But I’m thankful he does.

REFLECT
In 2:19, Paul writes that the Gentiles are “fellow citizens with the saints.” 
Take a few minutes to find other passages in the New Testament that refer 
to Christians as citizens in God’s kingdom. What does it mean to be a 
citizen in God’s kingdom?

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Read Ephesians 2:20-22. Paul describes God’s people as “a dwelling place 
for God in the Spirit” laid on the foundation of “the apostles and prophets” 
and upon Christ, “the cornerstone.” Read 1 Corinthians 3:9-17. What 
similarities do you see between these two passages? 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Take a few moments to reflect on Ephesians 2:19-22 and respond 
to God’s graciousness in building you into a place where he dwells.

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Sermon in a Sentence
The church is not being built 
with bricks and stones, but 

by believers whose 
foundation is Christ.   



ENCOUNTER
Take a few minutes to encounter Ephesians 2:19-22 in at least two different 
translations and make note of any differences in wording or phrasing.
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

EXPLORE
Paul writes in 2:19 that the Gentiles are now  “members of the household of 
God” (NKJV). What does that mean? Compare with the New Living 
Translation.
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Paul writes that Christians are being made into a building with “Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone,” (2:20, NKJV). What does that 
mean? Compare 1 Pet. 2:4-8.
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

What other differences did you notice in the translations? Take a few 
minutes to dig deeper on those differences to understand why they are 
there.
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________



EXAMINE
Now that you’ve got a firm grasp on what the passage says, it’s time to 
examine what it means. Based on 2 Timothy 3:16 (“All Scripture is breathed 
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness”), this series of questions is intended to help you figure out 
what you should do or believe in response to the meaning of the text. 

Reflect on the passage before answering these questions. (Note: this 
passage may not answer each question. That’s fine! But every passage answers at 
least one.)

1. What does this passage tell me to believe? 
 (How does it teach me?)

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
2. What does this passage tell me not to believe?
 (How does it reprove me?)
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
3. How does this passage tell me not to live?
 (How does it correct me?)
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
4. How does this passage tell me to live?
 (How does it train me in righteousness?)
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________



EMBRACE
After spending almost a week with this passage, you’ve probably learned a 
lot and heard God speak to you through His Word. Look back at your 
responses to the previous questions and ask God to show you how to 
respond to this text. 

Write down some ideas for how you can respond to the truth of 
God’s Word. 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

“Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that 
house. At first, perhaps, you can understand what He is doing. He 
is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and 

so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not 
surprised. But presently He starts knocking the house about in a 

way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. 
What on earth is He up to? The explanation is that He is building 

quite a different house from the one you thought of - throwing out 
a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running up 

towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being made 
into a decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends 

to come and live in it Himself.” ― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

ABOUT THEMAP
The mission of THE MAP is to help you become a difference maker in 
the world by developing the practices, beliefs, and virtues of a 
Dedicated Disciple of Jesus Christ, called 33 Biblical Basics, through 
your own active reading of the Bible. Send any questions or comments 
you may have about this lesson to the author, Brad Mills, our Family 
Pastor. His e-mail address is brad@northwaychurch.org.
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____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
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DISCIPLE-MAKINGGUIDE
Kids Kindergarten through 6th grade get Adventure Tokens

for discipleship activities completed during the week.
 

Do you remember the first time you got to go to “big church” as a 
kid? For me, it was a pretty big deal to sit with my parents in church, 
and I thought it was one of the coolest parts of my week. But it took 
me a long time to realize that my idea of “big church” wasn’t big 
enough. Church is way more than a once a week worship service, it’s 
God’s people who are called to be on mission for him in the world.

This week, help your kids see that the church is both God’s family 
and where the family gets together. The reading this week focuses 
on the church’s mission of taking the gospel to the nations and 
meeting together for encouragement in that task. Don’t forget to 
send the coupon back so your kids can earn tokens!

This week’s Biblical Basic: The Church: The Church is God's primary 
way to accomplish His purposes on earth today.
This week’s Life Verse: "...We will speak the truth in love, growing in 
every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the 
church."  Ephesians 4:15, NLT

Monday: Read Eph 2:19-22 & recite this week’s life verse.
Tuesday: Read Matt 28:18-20 & recite this week’s biblical basic.
Wednesday: Read Matt 12:50 & share what God has taught you this 
week. 
Thursday: Read Heb 10:24-25 & encourage your child to good works.
Friday: Read Eph 3:2-12 & ask God to speak to you through the sermon 
on Sunday.

TO THE PARENTS

REMEMBERTHIS

BIBLEREADING

✁-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Adventure Token Coupon

I memorized my life verse ____.     I read my Bible with my mom and dad _____.

Child’s Name___________________________________________. Grade _________.   

Parent’s Signature  ______________________________________________________. 
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Developing Dedicated Disciples Who Make a Difference in the World!

33 BIBLICALBASICS

10 MARKERS
A Dedicated Disciple...
1. has Trusted Christ as the Leader & 

Forgiver of their lives.
2. has publicly identified their life with 

Christ through Biblical Baptism.
3. is cultivating the Spirit-controlled 

life through daily repentance, 
consistent prayer,  reading/
meditating on Scripture, and other 
Spiritual Practices.

4. is faithfully attending weekly 
Corporate Worship gatherings.

5. is devoted to Generous Living, 
faithfully giving of their time, talent, 
treasures, tithes & offerings.

6. is a member of a Small Group, 
sharing & caring in deep fellowship 
with God’s people.

7. is regularly engaging in Relational 
Evangelism, sharing their faith with 
others and inviting them to 
Corporate Worship gatherings.

8. lives a life that is increasingly 
characterized by the selfless, 
sacrificial, Servant Lifestyle 
modeled by Christ.

9. serves through giftedness within 
the church on Ministry Teams.

10.is involved in Serving Outside the 
church, such as short term mission 
trips, local service projects, 
compassion/justice initiatives, etc.

10 COREBELIEFS
1. Salvation by Grace - Eph. 2:8-9
2. Identity in Christ - John 1:12
3. Personal God - Psalm 121:1-2
4. Trinity - 2 Corinthians 13:14
5. Authority of The Bible -                

2 Tim 3:16-17
6. Humanity - John 3:16
7. Eternity - John 14:1-4
8. The Church - Eph. 4:15-16
9. Compassion - Psalm 82:3-4
10.Stewardship - 1 Tim. 6:17-19

13 COREVIRTUES
1. God-Centered Thinking -           

Matt. 6:33
2. Integrity/Holiness - Psalm 119:1
3. Faithfulness - Proverbs 3:3-4
4. Self-Control - Titus 2:11-13
5. Joy - John 15:11
6. Peace - Philippians 4:6-7
7. Hope - Hebrews 6:19-20
8. Love - 1 John 4:10-12
9. Patience - Proverbs 14:29
10.Gentleness - Philippians 4:5
11.Kindness/Goodness -                   

1 Thessalonians 5:15
12.Humility - Philippians 2:3-4
13.Gratitude -                                          

1 Thessalonians 5:18

a heart for
GOD PEOPLE SERVICE
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