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Introduction: As one popular 90s artist once sang, “Everybody 
hurts. Sometimes.” There is no denying that suffering is inescapable.  
The question is not, “Will we go through trials?” but “What will we do 
when suffering hits us?” In his first letter to a group of scattered 
Christians, the Apostle Peter shows his readers, and us by extension, 
how to emerge from the fires of life as pure gold instead of charred 
cinder. 
 
A Gospel Chain  (Or, Good News that Comforts) 
 
01.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

02.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
03. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Why does Peter call the recipients of his letters “exiles” (v.1), and, 
 later, “sojourners” (2:11)? 
 
 
 
 
2. What are the two most common explanations of God’s 
 “foreknowledge”? Which position has the most biblical support? 
 
 
 
 
3.  What role does the Holy Spirit have in salvation (v.2b)? What 
 does the Apostle Paul mean when he says that spiritual things are 
 spiritually discerned (1 Cor. 2:14)?    
 
 
 
 
4. Why do some people respond to the gospel while others 
 continue to reject God’s salvation? 
 
 
 
 
5. What’s the significance of the “sprinkling of blood” (v. 2b)? Why 
 couldn’t God simply forgive his offenders without such a 
 gruesome sacrifice of his Son? 
 
 
 
 
6. What comfort is there in being known and loved by God? How 
 does this recognition compel us to serve God with obedience? 
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01  God’s “foreknowledge” does not 01. God s foreknowledge  does not 
refer to advanced awareness but God’s refer to advanced awareness but God s 
deep, personal, abiding, and unmerited 
covenantal love.



“For we know brothers loved by God  For we know, brothers loved by God, 
that he has chosen you, because our that he has chosen you, because our 
gospel came to you not only in word, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
and with full conviction.”  1 Thes. 1:4



“And when the Gentiles heard this  And when the Gentiles heard this, 
they began rejoicing and glorifying the they began rejoicing and glorifying the 
word of  the Lord, and as many as were 
appointed to eternal life believed.”  
Acts 13:48



02  The Holy Spirit quickens a dead 02. The Holy Spirit quickens a dead 
heart and enables a person to respond heart and enables a person to respond 
to God’s gracious offer of  salvation.
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“God requires satisfaction because he is God requires satisfaction because he is 
holiness; but he makes satisfaction holiness; but he makes satisfaction 
because he is love.”  Augustus Strong



03  While it would be fatally wrong to 03. While it would be fatally wrong to 
say that the ground of  our salvation is say that the ground of  our salvation is 
good works, it is right to say that good 
works are the goal of  our salvation, so 
that Christ would be glorified.


