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Date:   May 13-14, 2017 
Speaker: Paul McIlwraith 
Scripture: Col 1:13-23 

I was reading through the May edition of the North Park 
Seniors Newsletter and came across this article. Why 
did God make Mothers? Here are some of the answers 
given by Grade 2 school children. 
 
1. Why did God make Mothers? 
-She’s the only one who knows where the scotch tape is 
-To help us out of there when we are being born. 
 
2. How did God make Mothers? 
-He used dirt, just like the rest of us 
-God made my mom just the same he made me. He just 
used bigger parts. 
 
3. What ingredients are Mothers made of? 
-God makes moms out of clouds and angel hair and 
everything nice in the world and one dab of mean. 
 
4. Why did God give you your mother and not some 
other mom? 
-God knew she likes me more than other people’s 
moms like me.  
 
5. What’s the difference between Moms and Dads? 
-Moms work at work and work at home and dads just 
work at work. 
-Dads are taller and stronger, but moms have all the 
real power cause that’s who you got to ask if you want 
to sleep over at your friends. 
 
6. What does your mom do in her spare time? 
-Moms don’t do spare time.  
 
7. What would it take to make your mom perfect? 
-On the inside she’s already perfect. Outside, I think 
some kind of plastic surgery 
 
8. If you could change one thing about your mom, what 
would it be? 
-I would like her to get rid of those invisible eyes on the 
back of her head. 

The things children say…… and get away with! It seems 
like it has been a while since I have been up here. My 
good friend Luch had a chance to share with you last 
week on this topic of family relationships and today, I 
want to continue that theme, specifically focusing on 
Women and Mothers, which seems appropriate since it 
is Child Dedication weekend and Mother’s Day. 
 
And here is a little confession. As a pastor, I have always 
found Mother’s Day to be somewhat difficult to prepare 
a message.  
 
I am always mindful of the fact that, yes, the institution 
of Motherhood is something we need to take time to 
honour, encourage and support but I also realize that 
when talking about the topic of Motherhood, it conjures 
up mixed emotions in some people as well. Some of you 
here today may be struggling with all sorts of feelings 
related to this topic. I just want you to know, that is 
okay and I hope you find this a safe place to engage 
those feelings.  
 
I also want you to know that you are not alone. Most of 
you know our family’s story. For seven years Carolyn 
and I dealt with unexplained infertility. We desperately 
wanted children but for whatever reason, it just wasn’t 
happening.  It was in those years, that we often skipped 
Mother’s Day at Church because for Carolyn, all the talk 
and celebration of Mothers just left her feeling empty 
and inadequate. Through adoption and some medical 
intervention, we eventually had four children, but 
memories of those difficult times remain for Carolyn 
and I. So, I want you to know, you are not alone.  
 
It is interesting to note the historical roots of Mother’s 
Day. It did begin because a woman, Ann Jarvis. Who was 
inspired by her mother. In the 1850’s, her mom, Anna 
Reeves Jarvis organized what was called, Mother’s Work 
Day Clubs in West Virginia.  
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These clubs dispensed medicine for the poor, they 
inspected milk for children, (remember this was before 
our high tech pasteurization process of today). And they 
provided nursing care for the sick and shelters for 
children with tuberculosis.  When the U.S. Civil War 
broke out, Anna called together the clubs and as a sign 
of courage and compassion, they nursed soldiers from 
both sides of the conflict and saved many lives. After 
the war, she worked tirelessly as a peacemaker to heal 
wounds between families who fought on either side of 
the war.  As a teenager, the younger Anna witnessed 
her Mother’s efforts and two years after her mom died 
in 1905, Anna organized the first Mother’s Day so that 
her mother’s work of peacemaking and care of those in 
poverty would not be forgotten.  The roots of Mother’s 
day are not in the traits and qualities of mothers as 
much as they are in honouring the work and efforts of 
women.  
 
We have branded motherhood in our world as those 
that have a biological or a geographical connection such 
adoptive or step parents. No matter whether the 
children are newborn or 55.  I want to suggest to you 
today that we definitely need to continue to encourage, 
support and pray for all those who are mothers in the 
truest sense of the word. But my challenge to all of you 
who are women here today; Our world is in desperate 
need of the God given traits and qualities that you have 
as women. That may not be a “politically correct” thing 
to say but, we are! And if you are a male here today and 
think you can tune out, maybe check the latest news on 
your cell phone. Trust me, this message impacts you as 
well.  
 
A passage in scripture has always intrigued me. It is 
found in the book of John. Jesus is hanging on the cross. 
 
John 19:25-27 

Standing near the cross were Jesus’ mother, and 
his mother’s sister, Mary (the wife of Clopas), 
and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his 
mother standing there beside the disciple he 
loved, he said to her, “Dear woman, here is your 
son.” 27 And he said to this disciple, “Here is 
your mother.” And from then on this disciple 
took her into his home. 

 
In the midst of his crucifixion, Jesus looked down from 
the cross and not only saw the indifference of his 
executioners, but he also saw the anguish of his 
followers. 
 

And he saw his own mom, Mary distraught over the 
impending death of her son, and beside her, his 
cherished friend John. In a gesture of love, he gave 
them to each other for mutual love and care. This 
sacrificial death he was dying was to break down the 
dividing walls between people so that deep 
relationships of Christian community could be possible. 
 
To Mary, he gave his friend John and to John he gave his 
mother.  By giving of his mother in this situation, Jesus 
didn’t imply a biological connection but a relationship in 
which Mary was to love and care for John and he was to 
care for her.  And that was important in this culture. 
Mary was probably a widow, Joseph having died years 
before, now losing her oldest son, Jesus. She would 
need someone to care for her in her later years. 
 
John and Mary. They were from different families, 
different ages, different personalities and interests and 
yet that was secondary to this new kind of relationship. 
The things that naturally divide people in our world, 
things like culture, education and economics are to have 
little effect on Christian relationships.  
 
Into our lives, God brings people. For those who are 
mothers, either biological or through fostering or 
adoption, God has given you children. They are a gift, to 
love, nurture and raise to become adults that live for 
Jesus. 
 
For those women here today who are not mothers, 
either by choice or circumstance, God also brings 
people into your life. To love and care for, to nurture 
and support as Christ has called us to do.  
 
I think we have all heard the African proverb that says 
that it takes a village to raise a child. Let me just say that 
it isn’t just a nice saying. Last weekend, I was away at 
the North Park Elder retreat and had a chance to chat 
with Tony Kamau, one of our elders who was raised in 
Kenya. He shared that in the village he was raised in, a 
child is not born to a family but to a community. They 
have many mothers and fathers and cousins, not just 
their biological relatives.  It truly takes a village to raise 
a child. I believe that instead of this becoming an 
obsolete cliché over time, it is actually becoming more 
and more urgent in our society today. 
 
Carolyn and I often ponder our changing role as parents, 
as our children move into young adulthood, leave the 
nest, get married.  
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Things change a bit in our relationship dynamic with our 
children, we have to learn to let go, let them make their 
own decisions and still provide a safe landing when 
things don’t quite work out the way they envisioned.  
 
My oldest son, Scott and youngest daughter, Tess, just 
returned home from a trip to Denmark (with side trips 
to Sweden and Norway). Why Denmark? We have no 
family connections to Denmark. If fact, our children did 
not know one single person in Denmark. The reason 
they chose this destination was because my son has this 
app on his phone that sends him updates of the 
cheapest flights available and a few months ago, up 
popped Copenhagen, Denmark.  It was a deal too good 
to miss. So, he convinced his impressable younger sister 
to join in and they were excited to travel to a new 
destination. The only catch was that their flight left 
from Boston. It left Boston, flew to Toronto and then on 
to Copenhagen.  My children were under the 
assumption that they could forgo the Boston part and 
simply pick up the flight in Toronto. Do you see where I 
am going with this? A week before they were to leave, 
they called the airline just to make sure all was good 
and of course, they were told they couldn’t just hop on 
in Toronto.  
 
They had to start in Boston to get the awesome deal. 
And they did what most 21 and 24 year olds would do. 
They looked at each other and said, Road Trip! They 
drove all night to Boston to catch their afternoon flight. 
It was not what I would have done, but I cheer lead 
them every step of the adventure. And probably 
worried a bit too much as well. Some of you parents 
know what I am talking about. 
 
Parenting changes with the age and circumstances of 
our children, would you agree? But one thing Carolyn 
and I are also thankful for is the role that others play in 
our children’s lives.  Maybe you are like me, you come 
from that generation where we would call all of our 
parent’s good friends, Aunt and Uncle? Not because 
they were related to us but because there was such a 
close connection. They were like family. Did you do 
that? I still see some today and I still address them as 
Auntie Sue or Uncle Ken.  
 
Although our children don’t call our close female adult 
friends, aunts these days. There is still a very close bond 
between them. And we are so thankful for the influence 
that these women have had on our children. Some of 
them are from small groups we have been a part of.  
 

Some are long time neighbours. Some are former 
Sunday School or youth leaders, Some are coaches or 
school teachers, who have just enriched our children’s 
lives through the connection they have had with them 
over the years. Carolyn and I thank God for these 
influences in our children’s lives. Some of you have 
been invited here today for this Child Dedication not 
because you are the parent or grandparent. You may 
not even be related to any of these children. But still the 
family invited you. Why? It is because you have and will 
to continue to have a significant impact on this child 
because of your connection to their family. You are 
important to their life.  And in those inevitable times of 
difficulty, when that child may not always feel like going 
to their parents, they will have others to lean on, to ask 
advice or seek guidance. That person may be you.  
 
If you have your bibles, I want to invite to turn in the 
New Testament to 2 Timothy 1. This is a letter written 
by the Apostle Paul to his “son” Timothy.  
He wasn’t his biological son, but because Paul had spent 
so much time mentoring and guiding Timothy, he felt 
like a son to him. This letter marks the final words from 
Paul to Timothy, to encourage and teach him in his life 
as a young pastor.  
 
2 Timothy 1: 1-7  

This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of 
God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. I have been 
sent out to tell others about the life he has 
promised through faith in Christ Jesus. 2 I am 
writing to Timothy, my dear son. 
May God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord 
give you grace, mercy, and peace. 3 Timothy, I 
thank God for you—the God I serve with a clear 
conscience, just as my ancestors did. Night and 
day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 
I long to see you again, for I remember your 
tears as we parted. And I will be filled with joy 
when we are together again. 5 I remember your 
genuine faith, for you share the faith that first 
filled your grandmother Lois and your mother, 
Eunice. And I know that same faith continues 
strong in you.  6 This is why I remind you to fan 
into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when 
I laid my hands on you. 7 For God has not given 
us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, 
love, and self-discipline. 

 
This is a wonderful passage in which the apostle Paul, 
encourages and expresses thanks and appreciation for 
the traits and characteristics of his young protege, his 
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apprentice pastor, Timothy. And hidden within this 
passage is the reason for why Timothy is the way he is, 
did you catch it. From a young age, he has been 
primarily influenced by at least two significant women 
in his life.  
 
2 Timothy 1:5 

I remember your genuine faith, for you share 
the faith that first filled your grandmother Lois 
and your mother, Eunice. And I know that same 
faith continues strong in you.  

 
Paul specifically makes note of the impact that 
Timothy’s mother and grandmother have had on his 
life. That is important. Timothy is who he is, to a large 
extent because of these two women. And from this 
passage, I believe that there are five traits Paul is noting 
about Timothy’s life and character that come from the 
influence of Godly women in his life. As we take a few 
moments to look a little closer at this passage, I want to 
challenge all who strive to be women of God here 
today, to invite Him through his spirit to fan into flame 
these traits in your life as well. Qualities to pass along to 
those that God brings your way, Yes as a mother, but 
also as a grandmother or aunt, friend, teacher, coach or 
mentor.  
 
The first trait from this passage is… 
 
1. Tenderness 
Did you notice the first thing that Paul remembers 
about Timothy? It was his tears. 
  
2 Timothy 1:4 

I long to see you again, for I remember your 
tears as we parted. 

      
I believe Timothy has a women’s influence to thank for 
that.  Now before you jump all over me. Accusing me of 
stereotyping or of being sexist and the guys protest that 
they are in touch with their emotions, their feminine 
side. But that is just it, that is the point. Of course there 
are always some exceptions but generally the 
tenderness that we learn comes from our mothers or 
the females in our lives.  If you are still doubtful, think of 
a situation in your family when something traumatic 
happened. Maybe a relative died or a pet got hit by a 
car, where did you go for tenderness and compassion?  
 
I was fortunate to have a mother that was tender and 
loving and my children are also blessed with a mother, 
Carolyn who is compassionate and tender. Moms, 

ladies, this is one of your greatest contributions into a 
hardened world. Do not lose your tenderness.  There 
are children/people in our world that are reaching out 
their arms for someone to hold, someone to hug them, 
someone to demonstrate tenderness and concern. 
 
There are a series of pictures embedded in my mind of 
my wife Carolyn. Yes, I can still see all those times she 
snuggled our children when they were sick or hurt or 
upset. But seven years ago, our family had a chance to 
visit Zimbabwe, Africa and we travelled to some remote 
villages.  On the edge of one village, a very old woman 
lived alone. In fact, when we arrived in this village 
accompanied by some deacons from the local church, 
this woman won’t even come out of her mud hut. But 
with some gentle coaxing, she came to meet us and this 
is the way, my wife greeted her.  Carolyn had some 
hand cream in her purse and the woman was intrigued 
by it, so Carolyn gently spread it over her hands.  
 
You can imagine how this tenderness impacted this dear 
older woman who probably had not had this type of 
touch or caress for a long time. But also imagine how 
Carolyn’s tenderness to a stranger set an example for 
our children who were right there and witnessed it all.  
 
Timothy found tenderness in his home from the women 
in his life and that is the first thing that Paul remembers 
about him. He was comfortable enough to shed tears, 
to be vulnerable.  But that is not all Paul remembers. 
 
2 Timothy 1:5 

I remember your genuine faith, for you share 
the faith that first filled your grandmother Lois 
and your mother, Eunice. And I know that same 
faith continues strong in you.  

 
Paul knew Timothy’s heritage. He knew about grandma 
and mom. He realized that the things that characterized 
them also marked Timothy. He was a person of sincere 
faith. And that is the second quality that I believe a 
Godly woman or mother can impress upon those God 
brings into their lives. 
 
2. A Genuine or authentic faith 
The word genuine or some translations say sincere, 
literally translated from the Greek means, non-
hypocritical. Paul is saying here, As I think of you, 
Timothy. I think of a man who is non-hypocritical in his 
Christian life.  And you got it from your mom, who got it 
from her mom. Perhaps you noticed that there is no 
mention of a father or even grandfather in Timothy’s 
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life. It is thought that his father was a Greek man but we 
know nothing about his faith.  But his mom and 
grandmother, Eunice and Lois, they were faithful Jewish 
women who taught and demonstrated a Godly life to 
Timothy from a young age.  
 
See here’s the thing. A Church, a Christian school, a 
circle of friends can put thoughts into a child’s head. But 
they cannot transfer those thoughts into authentic faith 
filled living as effectively as what they see lived out 
through the people closest to them. Especially their 
moms. When you live out your faith authentically, 
including those times when you admit your 
shortcomings, your child won’t miss that. People you 
encounter each day, will notice it. 
 
A group of bible scholars were arguing over which 
translation of the bible was the best, finally one of them 
said, Personally, I have always liked my mother’s 
translation the best. The others stared at him puzzled, 
What? They asked.  My Mother’s translation. She 
translated each page of the bible into her life. It’s the 
most convincing translation I have ever seen. 
 
Ladies, one of your main contributions to your family is 
to be real and authentic in your Christian life. Are you a 
safe place for children to ask questions? Let the truth be 
known to them. Talk truth and model truth. Remember, 
it doesn’t come about by trying harder to be a better 
person. It comes by surrendering yourself to Jesus to 
continue to transform you through the work of his spirit 
in your life. 
 
A third trait that goes hand in hand with genuine faith is 
Mothers and women that leave a Godly legacy; 
 
3. Pray consistently.   They have a consistent 
prayer life.  
 
Our family attended a wedding two weeks ago and in 
her speech, the mother of the groom, looked at the 
bride and said, you are an answer to prayer. That is 
powerful isn’t it?  Have you ever been an answer to 
prayer?  
 
This woman went on to say that her and her husband 
had been praying for their son’s wife since his was a 
baby. Now almost 25 years later, their prayers had been 
answered. I am not so sure that Carolyn’s mother would 
have said that to me on our wedding day, almost 33 
years ago. Hopefully, I have redeemed myself. 
 

A significant part of genuine or authentic faith is to have 
a consistent prayer life. If your children and others see 
you going to God with your thoughts, worries, concerns 
and joys, they will learn that that is where they are to 
go with these same feelings. 
 
In my twenty years as a pastor, I have talked to many 
young people that have turned to drugs, alcohol or sex 
to escape the pain and loneliness in their lives. Trying to 
fill a void, an emptiness. A longing for something more.  
Through our lives, we can demonstrate to our children 
that the ultimate place to turn with our fears and 
anxieties is to the foot of the cross. Take them to Jesus. 
He is the only one who can fill that longing. 
 
It is never too early in a child’s life to pray for their 
commitment to Jesus. To pray for their future friends of 
even a spouse and to model this prayer life to them. 
Pray without ceasing. 
 
That is why this child dedication this weekend is so 
important. Not only do we pray for the children being 
presented to us, but we are also committing to pray for 
them and their parents in the days and years ahead. 
That is what is so powerful about being part of a faithful 
community. Because it takes a village to raise a child.  
 
If you are looking for a good resource to begin to pray 
regularly for your children or grandchildren or other 
children in your life. I have some of these prayer cards 
entitled, 31 biblical virtues to pray for your kids. One for 
each day of the month. Take one home and begin to 
pray consistently for these children. 
 
The fourth trait exhibited in Timothy that mothers and 
women can impress upon children is. 
 
4. Godly Confidence 
 
2 Timothy 1:6-7   

This is why I remind you to fan into flames the 
spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands 
on you. For God has not given us a spirit of fear 
and timidity, but of power, love, and self-
discipline. 

 
Ladies, when you become real and the reality of your 
life begins to show itself, it is amazing how those 
around you will sense your security and confidence and 
begin to search for the source of it.  
 



Page 6 of 7 

Once Timothy was in his mid-thirties, he began his 
ministry in Ephesus and he did it with confidence, not 
fear. And it probably came from what he saw 
demonstrated in his mother and grandmother. It is an 
inner sense of peace and calm that is not the same as 
our world’s obsession with a confidence. That type of 
confidence relies on ourselves which inevitably will 
falter because we are after all, human. But Godly 
confidence is a steadfast assurance that comes from 
relying on Him for all things. It is a Philippians 4:13 
confidence that says and believes that, I can do all 
things through Him who gives me strength”.  
 
Mothers, ladies are you building this type of Godly 
confidence in your children? Do you spend as much 
time listening to and encouraging their spiritual dreams 
as you do their university goals or athletic endeavours? 
Does the way that you live your life model this Godly 
Confidence to those around, especially those who are 
most impressionable? Again, it is not possible through 
trying harder to be a better mom. It comes by inviting 
God to grow this confidence in you.  
 
Finally, the fifth trait that mothers and Godly women 
can instill in those that God brings into their lives is, 
 
5. Unconditional love 
 
2 Timothy 2:7 

For God has not given us a spirit of fear and 
timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline. 

 
The kind of unselfish love I am talking about here is the 
love that seeks the highest good of the other person.  
It is selfless love, love when it hurts, love when you are 
weary, love when it means discipline, love when it 
means washing, preparing meals, and driving all over. It 
is the love that is described in the bible in 1 Cor. 13:4 
Love is patient, Love is kind, it does not envy, it does not 
boast. 
 
A mother’s love can run deep and no doubt there are 
times when you are tired of the whole mothering thing 
and just want to barricade yourself in the bathroom and 
then you see those little hands reach under the door 
asking, mommy are you in there? Let me tell you when 
a mother’s, when a woman’s unselfish, unconditional 
love comes through. 
 
It comes through in the things you don’t say. The words 
you stifle and instead choose to love unconditionally. 
That is not to say, you should never speak up or into a 

situation, but Godly women know when the time is 
right. They have impeccable timing. Carolyn schools me 
on this all the time with our children. When I feel I need 
to speak into something to them, Carolyn’s gentle 
rebuke is, Paul...not now. Unconditional love is not 
dictated by feelings. It is not warm and fuzzy all the 
time. It is long term not short sighted. It protects. And 
at times it is even unconventional. A mother’s love is a 
strong force.  
 
There will be many moments of affectionate, warm and 
happy feelings. But there will also be times of anger, 
frustration, and loss of patience. These feelings are not 
indicators that you are a bad mom. They are indicators 
that you are human but always…… choose love. 
 
Do you want to know what makes me shudder? When I 
hear stories of parents who have disowned their 
children because the lifestyle they have chosen has 
taken them away from the values and beliefs of their 
parents. I have actually had a mother tell me that she 
has cut off connection to her son because he came out 
as gay. I can’t imagine.   
 
I am not saying it is easy or you have to stay mute if you 
disagree with something you see your child doing. I am 
not saying that there are not times to put up healthy 
boundaries or tough love in a relationship. But what I 
am saying is, do not, do not, stop loving your children, 
not matter what. 
 
A few weeks ago, I went to a breakfast meeting on the 
topic of Mental Health. The Guest Speaker was Sue 
Klebold. Does that name sound familiar? She is the 
mother of Dylan Klebold, one of the two shooters at 
Columbine High School in 1999 who killed 13 people 
before taking his own life.  It was a tragedy that sent 
shock waves throughout Canada and the US. Sue 
Klebold has spent the last 18 years poring over every 
detail of her family life, and trying to understand what 
could have possibly compelled her son to participate in 
such a despicable act.  
 
Her book, A Mother’s Reckoning: Living in the 
Aftermath of Tragedy, recounts her disbelief, despair 
and distain for her son’s actions but one thing she did 
not do. She never stopped loving her son and dreaming 
of holding him again. It is the unconditional love of a 
mother. BTW, she profits nothing from the book, all the 
money goes toward research into mental health.  
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So what does it mean to be a Mother? What does it 
mean to be a woman of God? I would suggest that it is 
to demonstrate to your children or others God brings 
into your life: 
-transparent tenderness 
-authentic devotion to Christ 
-fervent prayer life 
-Godly confidence 
-unconditional love 
 
With God’s help, you can create a lasting legacy of 
children that know how to love God and know how to 
love others.  
 
If you are not a biological mother or you have children 
that live a distance away or perhaps you have lost your 
mother. Can I encourage you with something today?  
Our world is in desperate need of the traits that God 
has given you as a woman. Will you consider sharing 
those with the people that God brings into your life? 
Like Jesus giving his mother to John. Whose mother will 
you be? 
 
It is seen in things such as older women mentoring 
younger women in family situations. I saw this first hand 
this year in our Mom’s Bible Study on Wednesdays. 
Older women sitting around the table with younger 
moms. What an awesome picture of love, support and 
care. It can also be seen with our youth and young 
adults connecting with older ladies of the church to be 
their adoptive mothers or grandmothers. Ladies, our 
church needs you. Our youth need you. 
 
Wherever you are today in this journey or this pathway 
of Womanhood or Motherhood, I pray that God will 
meet you and bless you and use you to be a blessing to 
others.  
 
Amen? Amen.  
 
Let’s pray. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Points to Ponder 

Traits of a Godly Woman 

2 Timothy 1:1-7 

With a friend, your family or in your small group, 

discuss the following questions. 

1. If you feel comfortable in your group, reflect on 

some attributes that you admire about your 

mom. How have some of those traits “rubbed” 

off on you?  

2. Have there been other Godly women that have 

had a profound impact on your life? Share with 

your group, who they were/are and what you 

learned from their lives. Why were they so 

meaningful to you? 

3. Think of the five traits of a Godly woman that 

Paul shared in his message; tenderness, 

genuine faith, consistent prayer, Godly 

confidence and unconditional love. Which are 

the ones that are especially meaningful to you? 

Where and how are these qualities lived out in 

your life? What are the areas that are a bit 

more of a struggle for you? 

 

Prayer and Action Item 

Pray for one another out of the key points that were 

discussed. Perhaps there are some in your group that 

are struggling with motherhood. Pray specifically for 

them. Pray that God would meet them in their despair. 

As an action item, consider writing a note to a woman in 

your life that has had a profound impact on you. Make 

sure you mail it this week!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


