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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: NYFA IMMIGRANT ARTIST MENTORING PROGRAM: NEWARK 

Through the support of the Ford Foundation, the New 
York Foundation for the Arts (NYFA) is pleased to 
announce the Immigrant Artist Mentoring Program: 
Newark, presented in collaboration with Newark local 
partners.  

The program’s goal is to foster a local community of 
artists sharing the immigrant experience through 
entrepreneurial training, access to other artists, arts 
professionals, and organizations. The program offers 
immigrant artists the opportunity to focus on their 
creative practice, gain support and exposure for their 
work, while upholding their distinct cultural identities. 

The program will combine two of NYFA’s professional 
development programs, the Immigrant Artist Mentoring 
Program in which NYFA provides access to artist 
mentors, art professionals via panels and workshops, with 

NYFA’s Artist As Entrepreneur Boot Camps that provide 
artists with the fundamental principles of sustainability 
in the arts. Featured topics will include strategic 
planning, finance, law, marketing, and fundraising. 

In collaboration with Newark-based partners, the 
program will have two weekend boot camps, one-on-one 
mentoring, an informal gathering between weekends, 
with individual consultations as a follow up component to 
the program. 

This is a competitive program open to artists from all 
disciplines (performing, literary, visual, multi-disciplinary, 
folk and traditional arts) based in Newark, NJ and 
provided free of charge to accepted participants. 
Program will run from December 2017 to April 2018, and 
will bring together Newark artists to nurture a 
productive environment for collaboration. 

Mandatory Sessions 

First Weekend Boot Camp Workshop: 
Saturday, December 9, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Sunday, December 10, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Second Weekend Boot Camp Workshop: 
Saturday, March 17, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Sunday, March 18, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

*Attendance is mandatory to all sessions, so please check your calendar before applying.
*Newark based partners will host meetings.

Eligibility 

§ Live within the Newark area. (Within commuting
distance of Newark)**

§ Were born outside of the United States. (Those born
in United States territories i.e. Puerto Rico, Virgin
Islands, may apply)

§ Are NOT currently enrolled in a graduate or
undergraduate degree program.

Guidelines 

For the application we ask you provide: 
§ Your long terms goals and why you are interested in

applying to this program
§ A narrative bio of your professional career

§ A link to your website or online presence
§ Work samples

**Priority will be given to artists living and working in Newark; however the program is open to artists in New Jersey within 
commuting distance of Newark. 
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How To Apply 

Email a completed application to learning@nyfa.org, with “Immigrant Artist Mentoring Program: Newark” in the subject 
line of the email. Electronic submissions should be completed by, Monday, October 30, 2017, 11:59 PM EST.  

If you would prefer to use a hard copy to apply, which can be mailed, applications should arrive by the day of the deadline 
Monday, October 30, to NYFA, at 20 Jay Street, Suite 740, Brooklyn, NY 11201. Attention: Immigrant Artist Mentoring 
Program: Newark. 

Notification: Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

Questions? Contact the Learning Team at learning@nyfa.org 

Thanks to our cultural partners in Newark: 
New Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) 
Newark Arts Education Roundtable (NAER) 

Paul Robeson Galleries, Express Newark 
Aljira, a Center for Contemporary Art 

City Without Walls (cWOW) 

This program is made possible with the support of the Ford Foundation. 

mailto:learning@nyfa.org
mailto:learning@nyfa.org
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APPLICATION 

Describe your main artistic discipline. 

☐ Literary

☐ Performing

☐ Visual

☐ Multidisciplinary

☐ Folk/Traditional Arts

☐ Other

If Other Describe : 

Describe your specific artistic discipline(s): 

Where did you find out about this opportunity? Please check all that apply. 

☐ NYFA Website

☐ NYFA Social Media

☐ NYFA Event or Workshop

☐ Con Edison Immigrant Artist Newsletter

☐ NYFA Artists (Bootcamp/Fiscal Sponsorship/Fellow)

☐ Announcement from another organization

☐ Friend or Colleague

☐ IAP Alumni

☐ New Jersey Performing Arts Center

☐ Aljira Contemporary Arts

☐ City Without Walls

☐ Paul Robeson Galleries

☐ Other 

If Other Describe: 
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APPLICATION (cont.) 

Please provide your website: 

If you don't have a website for your practice, you can provide a link to an article, interview, or online profile that represents your 
artistic practice. 

Provide a brief narrative bio (use additional sheets of paper if needed):  

Please provide a brief narrative about your professional career. For example, exhibitions, residencies, publications, awards or any 
activities that highlight your career since moving to the United States. 

Country of origin: 

Native language:  

Any other languages spoken: 

How would you describe your level of conversational and written English? 

The program is provided in English. Applicants can note if they feel it would be beneficial to work individually with a mentor 
speaking a similar language.  

How many years have you lived in the United States? 

Describe any challenges that you are facing in your artistic practice. Describe how you would like to work with your 
mentor to seek solutions (use additional sheets of paper if needed). 

Please highlight any challenges related to your immigrant experience. 
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APPLICATION (cont.) 

Describe one or two career goals that you wish to achieve within the next few years. How would participating in 
this program help you achieve these goals (use additional sheets of paper if needed)?  

Describe any long term goals you are working on that you feel could be supported by participating in this program. Please be aware 
this question is an important component of the selection process.  

In addition to the topics that will be covered in the program, select three (3) additional topics that are most important 
to you at this time.  

☐ Visa application and legal issues

☐ Organizing and managing your practice (DIY)

☐ Work sample advice and tips

☐ Creating and locating opportunities

☐ Balancing cultural integration and individual identity

☐ Developing and sustaining community
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WORK SAMPLES INSTRUCTIONS 

Via Email: learning@nyfa.org 
Subject Line: Immigrant Artist Mentoring Program: Newark 

Please attach work samples based on your discipline area. 
§ Visual Arts: 8 images (Each image should be up to 1MB)
§ Literary: An example of original writing, not to exceed eight (8) pages.
§ Music, Dance, Theatre or Film: A work sample(s), totaling up to 5 minutes long. You may include up to three (3)

samples to show contrast. (Links to online samples recommended or dropbox or send via platforms such as
www.wetransfer.com)

§ Multidisciplinary, Folk/Traditional Arts: Up to five (5) work samples. Text, image, audio, and/or video are accepted.
(follow instructions as above for each discipline).

Via Mail: NYFA, 20 Jay Street, Suite 740, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Attention: Immigrant Artist Mentoring Program: Newark 

§ Visual Arts: 8 images (printed - can be two images on one page)
§ Literary: An example of original writing, not to exceed eight (8) pages. (printed - can be double sided)
§ Music, Dance, Theatre or Film: A work sample(s), totaling up to 5 minutes long. You may include up to three (3)

samples to show contrast.(Include a CD or thumb drive)
§ Multidisciplinary, Folk/Traditional Arts: Up to five (5) work samples. Text, image, audio, and/or video are accepted.

(follow instructions above for each discipline)

Include return postage if you would like your materials returned. 

Description of Work Sample  
All submissions should include a descriptive page that gives the title, size/length, medium (if applicable). Where necessary, 
indicate beginning minute of the track to be reviewed. 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

☐ Completed Application

☐ Provided work samples and work sample description

☐ Checked availability for dates of workshops

mailto:learning@nyfa.org?subject=Immigrant Artist Mentoring Program: Newark
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