
REGIONAL YOUTH LEADERSHIP 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

Who is eligible to participate?  
Sophomores who have leadership potential, are well rounded, enjoy community service and are a B 
student or better and receive approval from their school may apply. Please check with your school's RYL 
administrator for approval procedures; this is normally your counselor. If you are not sure who the 
appropriate contact is at your school, please get in touch with our office.  

How do I apply?  
Download the application from the website.  Complete each section in full.  Be sure to print, sign, and  
obtain your parent’s or guardian’s approval.  Submit to your school's RYL administrator for approval.  Mail 
the application to the RYL office along with your $10 application fee. 

Who is my school's RYL administrator? 
Normally, but not always, the RYL program is administered through the school's guidance counselor. Our 
office can provide you with the appropriate contact person for your school.  Please email us for more 
information.  

How are the participants selected?  
The RYL Steering Committee, comprised of local area business leaders, reviews all submitted 
applications. Applicants from each school are selected based on community service, school activities, 
and essay answers while striving to obtain a diverse class representing as broad a cross-section of the 
community as possible.  At least one student from each school will be selected.  Some schools have their 
own selection process before forwarding the applications to the RYL office.  Please check with your 
school if you have any questions or concerns regarding their process. 

When are the applications due?  
The deadline is listed on the application. It typically occurs in March.  Applications MUST be postmarked 
by the listed deadline. 

When will I be notified of selection? 
ALL applicants and schools will be notified within four weeks after the application deadline - normally in 
April. Notification date is listed on the application.  

What is the cost?  
There is a $10 student application fee and a $100 school participation fee.  Some schools might not be 
able to pay the $100 fee and may ask the selected student to cover the cost. Schools/students are 
encouraged to find a business sponsor if they cannot meet the $100 fee.  Please check with your school if 
you have concerns or questions. 

When are the sessions?  
The sessions are held once a month, September through March. They are held during the school day 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. unless otherwise noted. The dates, times, locations and descriptions of the sessions 
are available online and will be published in the student handbooks   

 



Where are the sessions?  
Sessions are held at various locations throughout Northern Kentucky and the Greater Cincinnati area 
based upon the session topic.  Possible locations include Children’s Hospital, Fidelity, Toyota, the School 
for the Creative & Performing Arts, Federal Court, etc.  The dates, times, locations and descriptions of the 
sessions are available online.  

What will we do at the sessions? 
The sessions are very interactive and involve information from leaders in our community regarding 
careers, issues and challenges in our region, resources and opportunities available, team building, 
leadership and personal development skills.  The information is taught via role-playing, presentations, 
simulations and exercises covering such topics as diversity, law, criminal justice, government, money, 
health, economic development, arts and human services. You will also have the chance to network and 
problem-solve with a diverse group of students from the region. 

Is transportation provided? 
Students are required to provide their own transportation to and from the session sites. Students are 
permitted to drive.   They may also have their parents drop off and pick up or car pool with another 
student. Transportation is provided to the retreat and during sessions where tours are planned within the 
day.  

Do I need to attend every session? 
Development of a successful leadership class takes time and commitment. Participants must be present 
for the experience and for their input.  RYL attendance is closely monitored and is credited 
towards graduation. Participants are strongly encouraged to attend every session. Two unexcused 
absences result in immediate termination and not graduating from the program.  

There may be times when students must miss for a school function, exam, or other commitment. It is the 
student's responsibility to inform the RYL program director of their excused absence. If a student does not 
attend a session and the program director has not been contacted, the school will be notified. 
 
PLEASE NOTE -  AS STATED IN THE APPLICATION, IT IS VERY IMPORTANT AND MANDATORY 
THAT ALL STUDENTS ATTEND THE RETREAT.   

What is the dress code?  
Attire for most sessions is business casual – no jeans or inappropriate t-shirts, please. However, if the 
session requires something more casual or more formal, students will be notified before the session. 

Will the school excuse my absence for attending RYL?  
When applying for the program, the principal’s approve is required and is made aware of the time away 
from the classroom for the sessions. In addition, the school will be sent an email reminder notice about a 
week before each session. It is still the student’s responsibility to remind teachers and retrieve any 
missed assignments.   

Will sessions be canceled due to inclement weather? 
We will only cancel if absolutely necessary. If we must cancel, there will be a voice message on the office 
phone (859) 578-6398/ (859) 240-2969.  RYL will post a message on Facebook and attempt to have the 
cancellation posted with the other closures listed on the TV stations. 
 

How can I update my contact information or find my classmates? 
Students may contact the RYL office to update their contact information. Contact information is not 
published online but can be found in the student handbook.  A class list containing name, school and year 
is available online. 


