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Telemedicine  has been around for a number of years.  Since the 1990 the use of 

telemedicine was limited to a few programs.  Today, many systems are utilizing this 

modality to provide health services and education. The term Telemedicine was 

changed to  Telehealth  so that allied healthcare activities  could be provided under 

this umbrella.   

 Telehealth involves the use of electronic information and communication 

technologies to deliver healthcare when distance and/or time separates the patients 

and providers. Telehealth replaces the traditional “face to face” clinic visit. Here at 

the Miami VA, we have over 100 telehealth clinics in operation.  The poster provides 

you with a snapshot of our existing clinics.  

The review of literature promotes the usage of telehealth in various settings.  Dr. 

Bryant, Chief Nursing and Midwifery Officer of Australia embraces the usage of 

telehealth networks to support nurses in the usage of these technologies.  The 

telehealth modality would be utilized as an open forum to collaborate and have 

robust discussions to effect change.  Lecturer Anne Spencer of Dublin University, 

encourages the usage of Telehealth as an educational and communication tool for 

nurses to educate and communicate with patients, providers and colleagues. 

An article in Emergency nurse reported the usage of telecare with burn patients who 

are seen in the Emergency room.  The burn patients would be consulted by a pain 

specialist off site via remote video teleconferencing.  Images of the patient’s burn 

areas can be viewed and consulted upon. This saves the patient travel time.  

The implications for nursing,  is that nurses must be cognizant of this type of 

technology that is being utilized to provide health care services. Nurses will find 

themselves incorporating this innovation into nursing practice at both the individual 

and organizational level.  Being familiar with these modalities will help advance 

science and assure the uniform quality of services to patients.  
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Telecare for burns may reduce need for long 
patient transfers.  
 
 
 


