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DEEP TALENT 
POOL CONT... 
The USHL is used to seeing 
players from the USNTDP 
being selected in the 1st 
round. This season should be 
no exception with players like 
Jordan Greenway and Colin 
White both having 1st round 
credentials. This season the 
USHL also has high end talent 
across some of  their other 
teams. Waterloo and 
Youngstown could end up 
producing three first rounders 
as players like Kyle Connor, 
Thomas Novak and Brock 
Boeser have first round 
potential. 

The CHL always produces 
plenty of  NHL Draft 
selections and this year will be 
no different. There are plenty 
of  potential 1st rounders 
across the WHL, QMJHL and 
the OHL. While Connor 
McDavid could be the first 
player off  the draft board, 
players like Mitch Marner, 
Lawson Crouse, Dylan Strome 
and Pavel Zacha are other 
names that you may hear 
being called early next june on 
draft day. !
While several Euros made the 
decision to play in Canada this 
season, others have stayed at 
home. One such player is 
Oliver Kylington who will be 
back playing in the SHL once 
again this season. Kylington 
played for Sweden at the Ivan 
Hlinka tournament in August. 

While most fans know about Connor McDavid and 
Jack Eichel, the 2015 NHL Draft talent pool runs 
deep throughout the first round. 
The 2014 NHL Draft had a tough act to follow after the star 
power that the 2013 draft contained. Flash forward to this season 
and the 2015 NHL Draft has its own version of  star power. With 
names like McDavid, Eichel, Hanifin and many more, some NHL 
teams will be anxious to see the results of  this years version of  the 
updated draft lottery.  !
While the media has been trumpeting names like McDavid and 
Eichel for well over a year, there are plenty more players to get 
excited about as this draft season gets underway. Names like 
Hanifin, Marner, Zacha, Connor, Crouse, Werenski and Sprong to 
name a few, will begin to become more common when mentioning 
prospects for the 2015 NHL Draft.  !
NHL scouts will be venturing into NCAA rinks early and often 
this season to see some high end future stars. Jack Eichel, Noah 
Hanifin and Zack Werenski will be lacing up their skates for 
Boston University, Boston College and the University of  Michigan 
this fall. The three players may have very short lived stints as 
student athletes though. The NHL may come calling early.  !
As far as Euros go, many are playing in Canada this season. 
Players like Zacha, Svechnikov and Zboril all have a chance to be 
selected in the 1st round in June. They will all be seen plenty of  
times by North American based NHL scouts.  

One of  most publicized 
players for a full two seasons 
prior to his NHL Draft year 
is the Erie Otters star 
forward Connor McDavid. 
He will take the ice this fall 
working towards becoming 
the first player selected in 
next summer’s draft.

DEEP TALENT POOL
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London Knights forward, 
Mitch Marner, already 
made his presence known 
this summer. 
Two years ago in September of  2012 
Mitchell Marner was getting set to do 
everything in his power to show he had 
what it takes to be an impact player in the 
Ontario Hockey League. It took the 
majority of  the season for teams to notice 
him, mostly because he was small in 
stature. Flash forward to this fall and 
Marner is no longer a secret. Marner 
excelled at both Team Canada’s U18 
Hlinka camp in Calgary and  at the Ivan 
Hlinka tournament itself. Marner led Team 
Canada in scoring and showed off  the 
talents we have been watching for two years 
now.  !
Marner is an exceptional playmaker. He 
sees the ice well and makes smart plays with 
the puck. He has grown in stature and 
enters his NHL draft season just under a 
hair under 5’11”. while he’s still working on 
bulking up his frame and getting stronger, 
size concerns are largely a thing of  the past.   !

As a rookie last season, Marner produced 
across multiple lines. He played everywhere 
from the fourth line to the first line. Truth 
be told though, his production and point 
totals (59 points in 64 regular season games 
and 9 points in 9 playoff  games) were very 
impressive when you factor in his lack of  
consistent special teams minutes last season.  

Marner is an exceptional skater and is able 
to weave through defenders. He uses his 
skating ability to fend off  checks and control 
the puck until he sees an opportunity to 
make a play. He has quick feet and is able to 
change direction abruptly buying himself  
time and space. His shot improved as last 

season progressed and it should only get 
better as he gets stronger.     !
“Marner is an 
exceptional playmaker. 
He sees the ice well and 
makes smart plays with 
the puck.” !!
We love Marner’s intelligence. He is such a 
smart hockey player. He has a knack for 
reading the play and getting the puck back 
on his stick. He makes players around him 
better but he is also capable of  creating 
offense all on his own. Marner can take the 
puck end to end weaving in and out of  
traffic and possesses the puck skills (and 
previously mentioned skating skills) to beat 
defenders one on one.  !
Marner will enter his draft season with a 
rebuilding London team. He should be full 
value for the points he posts this coming 
season. !

NOT A SECRET ANYMORE



© 2014 HockeyProspect.com 

September 18, 2014

A PUBLICATION BY HOCKEYPROSPECT.COM   SCOUTING HOCKEY PROSPECTS SINCE 2004           

SAMUEL GIRARD 
The Shawinigan Cataractes 
selected Samuel Girard with 
the 3rd overall pick in the 2014 
QMJHL draft.  The Roberval 
native joins a solid group of  
young players in Shawinigan 
that includes 2015 NHL Draft 
eligible prospects Anthony 
Beauvillier and Dennis Yan. 

“Girard was one of  
the highest scoring 
defensemen in the 
Quebec Midget AAA 
league with 36 points 
in 42 games” !
Last season Girard was one of  
the highest scoring 
defensemen in the Quebec 
Midget AAA league with 36 
points in 42 games on an 
average Jonquiere team. 
Samuel was our second overall 
ranked prospect going into the 
QMJHL Draft last season.  !
Girard has adapted very 
quickly to the QMJHL a few 
games into the season and is 
already quarterbacking the 
powerplay for the Cataractes.  

!
His puck skills and skating 
ability have helped him make 
a smooth transition, but we do 
expect some struggles that will 
come during the season. His 
size and durability will be 
heavily tested. As an 
undersized defenseman he will 
be up against bigger and 
stronger players than he has 
ever faced.   

CHL ROOKIES 
A fresh crop of  rookies are set to make their CHL debuts
As the seasons get underway in the QMJHL, 
WHL and OHL, several top draft picks will get 
a chance to flash their skills to a bigger 
audience.  !
Jakob Chychrun was selected first overall by 
the Sarnia Sting and joins a rebuilding team 
who also added potential top 10 2015 NHL 
Draft pick Pavel Zacha to their roster via the 1st 
overall CHL import draft pick.  !
Chychrun was a man amongst boys last season 
in the GTHL and will still be able to throw his 
weight around in the OHL. It will be interesting 
to see how Jakob fairs early on this season and 
how many minutes he plays per night. Being a 
first overall selection does not guarantee instant 
success in the OHL. While we expect Chychrun 
to fully live up to high expectations he will no 
doubt have placed on him, we also expect the 
odd early struggle mixed into his games. Once 
the cold weather begins to roll in, Jakob should 
have his feet wet in the OHL and begin a long 
stretch of  solid play leading up to the 2016 
NHL Draft. !
William Bitten was selected by the Plymouth 
Whalers in the first round of  the 2014 OHL 
Draft.  !
Bitten is a relentless player who hounds the puck 
all over the ice. His compete level is fantastic in 
all three zones and is refreshing to watch. Bitten 
is a smart hockey player with an exceptional 

skill-set. He is a great skater with great short 
area quickness. Bitten is agile and showed 
elusiveness with and without the puck. Bitten 
has both scoring and playmaking skills, 
displaying good on ice vision. !
Jonathan Ang will begin his rookie OHL 
season with a Peterborough Petes team that 
looks great on paper entering the season. The 
Petes selected Ang with the 9th overall selection 
in the 2014 OHL Draft. !
Ang combines both great skating ability and 
skill. One of  his greatest assets is his ability 
ability to fend off  checkers. He controls the 
puck for long stretches of  time, and is capable 
of  opening things up for his teammates by 
drawing in opposing players. He is smart 
positionally in the offensive zone and is capable 
of  creating chances for both himself  and his 
linemates. !
Ang will need to eliminate some of  his high risk 
plays as he begins playing in the OHL. At times 
he tries to get to fancy with the puck and forces 
plays leading to needless turnovers. We would 
also like to see him go into the dirty areas, and 
battle for the puck a little more often. While he 
is comfortable competing with the puck, we’d 
like to see him get a little more tenacious 
without it. That said, we think Ang has a chance 
to be one of  the more impactful OHL rookies 
this coming season.

The Sarnia Sting held the 1st 
overall pick in the 2014 
OHL Draft and they added a 
big piece to help solidify their 
back end. Jakob Chychrun 
begins his OHL career this 
fall.  

William Bitten was selected 
by the Plymouth Whalers and 
he will try to help bring the 
Whalers back towards the top 
of  the standings this season.  

On paper the Peterborough 
Petes look poised to have their 
best season in years. The 
Petes selected Jonathan Ang 
from the Markham Waxers 
with their 1st round pick.

THE DRAFT NEWS
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A FEW TO WATCH
Timo Meier-Halifax Mooseheads 
Swiss forward Timo Meier was selected by the 
Halifax Mooseheads in the 2013 CHL import 
draft only a few spots back of  their other pick 
that year, Winnipeg Jets first round pick Nikolaj 
Ehlers.  Meier was not instantly thrust into the 
spotlight on the Mooseheads roster as Elhers 
was, but competed in the Hlinka memorial 
before the season and showed he was a great 
choice.   !
Meier projects as a big power winger, listed at 
6.00' and 209 lbs and with his late birthday is 
able to utilize another full season of  Junior prior 
to entering the Draft.  His role last year was 
mostly as a defensive forward, using his big 
frame along the boards to challenge and retrieve 
pucks.  His role should be expanded this season 
and although he has put on some mass, he 
appears to have not neglected to train for speed 
and can use it to slip around defensemen as he 
protects the puck.  You get a sense that he is 
physically stronger this year, but there are times 
when you are left expecting a bit more polish to 
his play and a bit more finish.  His increased 
responsibility on the roster and his increased ice 
time should help to secure the confidence he will 
need to project high on the NHL's radar. 

Jakub Zboril-Saint John Sea Dogs 
Jakub Zboril was selected 5th overall in the 2014 
CHL Import Draft by the Saint John Sea Dogs.  
Prior to joining the Sea Dogs Zboril was among 
the top defensemen at the 2014 Ivan Hlinka 
Tournament collecting 4 goals and adding 2 
assists in 5 games and was a key cog in the 
defense for the silver medal winning Czech 
Republic.  Zboril also spent the majority of  last 

season playing with the Czech U20 squad HC 
Kometa Brno where he put up an impressive 5 
goals and 16 assists as a 16 year old for much of  
the season.  !
The Brno native also played as an under-ager 
for his country at the 2014 world under-18 
hockey championship in April 2014 and finished 
with 3 points in 8 games.  !
Jakub Zboril listed at 6’2” and 185 lbs is an 
excellent physical two-way defenseman who 
contributes equally on offense and defense.  
Zboril is known for his absolute cannon of  a 
shot from the point, where he can not only 
shoot hard but accurate with the ability to keep 
it low for tips and rebounds making him a 
dangerous weapon on any team’s power-play 
unit.  Zboril has a very high hockey IQ and 
rarely gets caught pinching, he reads the play 
very well and knows when to back off.   !
Physically Jakub is very athletic and loves to 
throw his weight around with punishing checks 
and using his frame to work plays along the 
boards effectively.  Zboril can lead a team in a 
breakout with an excellent first pass and has 
great vision finding an open man with a 
precision pass.  Zboril is very strong on his 
skates and uses a powerful stride to build speed, 
while not explosive his top end speed is very 
good.  !
Brandon Crawley-London Knights 
We have mentioned several London Knights on 
our watch list at this time of  year in seasons 
past. Players like Josh Anderson, Remi Elie are 
examples of  players we liked going into their 
draft seasons as relative unknowns. This year we 
like the upside of  rookie D-man Brandon 
Crawley. While he is still very raw, he has shown 
some impressive poise for a player with only a 
couple of  pre-season games under his belt.  !
We especially like Crawley’s upside in the 
offensive zone, he has made some fantastic 
vision and threaded passes through seams. His 
shot is a strength as it’s a cannon from the point.  !
Crawley is still a work in progress in his own 
zone, but his rate of  improvement in that area 
has been good thus far. He plays with an edge 
and has shown of  the physical side of  his game 
in every viewing. While their might be some 
ugly moments early on this season, the long 
term outlook may be promising for this rookie.

Liam Dunda impressed us last 
season and he returns to the 
Plymouth Whalers this season 
who look to be a much 
improved team. Dunda was 

impressive on the fore-check 
and dished out his fair share 
of  punishment on opposing 
defensemen. His skating is 
solid for a big kid his age and 
he wins battles all over the ice. 
If  Dunda can show more 
offensive ability this season he 
has a chance to move up 
rankings lists this season. !
The Muskegan Lumberjacks 
Joseph Cecconi has impressed 
us enough going back to last 
season to put an early first 
round grade on him as we 
start the season. Cecconi is 
extremely calm with the puck. 
and has the NHL size that 
teams are looking for in 
defensemen. Combine that 
size with his skating ability and 
you have a potential first 
round pick. He uses his size 
well and has shown us good 
gap control. !
Cecconi has excellent mobility. 
He gets up and down the ice 
with ease and makes 
everything seem easy.  He is 
not overly physical but he 
always takes the body and his 
angles are good. He’s a good 
shot blocker, and always 
willing to take a hit to make a 
play. Joseph has a really good 
compete level and battles 
hard. !
His offensive upside is 
excellent. He showed signs last 
season of  having the potential 
to post some much bigger 
numbers this season.

THE DRAFT NEWS
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IVAN HLINKA 
MEMORIAL 
TOURNAMENT 
2014 EDITION
We have mentioned in previous 
newsletters that the Ivan Hlinka 
tournament is the un-official kickoff  to the 
NHL Draft season. Each year the 
tournament draws over 100 NHL scouts 
to the Czech Republic and Slovakia to 
watch teams from USA, Canada, Russia, 
Sweden, Finland, Switzerland, Slovakia  
and the Czech Republic.  !
This year was no different than most of  
the previous editions of  this event, as 
Canada took home the gold medal. 
Canada dominated the tournament and 
pretty much cruised to the championship 
game which the won easily versus the 
Czech Republic.  !
There were some nice surprises this year. 
The Czech Republic were able to play in 
the championship game in front of  their 
home crowd after earning their way there 
with a strong showing in the round robin. 

Team USA, who has been very strong at 
the World Under 18 Championship in 
April the last few years, have had their fair 
share of  problems at the Ivan Hlinka. 
USA does not compete in this event with 
their USNTDP team, they bring a team 
made up of  the ‘best of  the rest’ and this 
year the team featured some players who 
might just wind up being selected in the 
first round in june.  USA won a bronze 
medal this year with a win over Sweden. !
Forwards Thomas Novak, Brock Boeser 
and Dennis Yan were the biggest reason 
for USA winning a medal. Novak led the 
tourney in scoring while his linemates also 
had fine showings in the event. Novak and 
Boeser will play in the USHL for 
Waterloo this season, while Dennis Yan 
has already started his season in the 
QMJHL with Shawinigan. We have two 
of  the three in our pre-season top 30.

While other countries also had HP listed 
first round prospects such as Oliver 
Kylington (Sweden) and Jakub Zboril 
(Czech Republic) it was Canada that 
packed the tourney with potential top 30 
picks. Connor McDavid was busy back in 
Canada at the Team Canada U20 camp 
but the Canadian team still had the 
following players in our pre-season top 30 
NHL Draft rankings: Mitch Marner, 
Jérémy Roy, Lawson Crouse, Dylan 
Strome, Matthew Barzal, Travis Konecny, 
Nicolas Roy, Matthew Spencer, Nick 
Merkley and Mitchell Stevens.  !
Marner was hot right from the beginning 
of  the teams camp in Calgary. He led 
Canadian players in scoring. Meanwhile, 
Matt Barzal and Travis Konecny got off  
to very slow starts in Calgary but heated 
up as the tourney moved along.  !
Euro based NHL scouts got to see first 
hand what Canadian based scouts saw all 
last season, Lawson Crouse’s impressive 
play in all three zones. The big Kingston 
forward had a very strong tournament 
and we think it will be enough to get him 
invited to the Team Canada U20 camp 
when it opens in December. We expect it 
could just be Crouse and McDavid as far 
as 1997 born players taking part in this 
years edition of  the World Jr. teams camp.    
We will see how it plays out as some other 
97’ born players start their seasons this 
week.  !
This season scouts will get to watch two 
more members of  the Strome family. 
NHL scouts will watch Dylan Strome 
while OHL scouts watch the younger 
brother in his OHL Draft season. Dylan 
Strome had a very solid Hlinka playing on 
a line with Mitch Marner and Niagara 
forward Graham Knott. All three players 
played well, Strome had some multi point 
games and sits within our top 15 NHL 
prospects in our September list. !
The Canadian team featured a top 
pairing of  Jérémy Roy and Matthew 
Spencer. Both players had a good showing 
at the Hlinka and solidified their early 
rankings as first round prospects.   !
A few top players did not compete at the 
Hlinka including the Czech Republic’s 
Pavel Zacha and Miko Rantanen from 
Finland. Rantanen was injured but he is 
also a late 96 birth date and thus 
ineligible. We have seen Rantanen 
recently as he is back playing in Finland, 
while Zacha is in Sarnia and we saw him 
in the pre-season.  

THE DRAFT NEWS
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An early look 
The 2015 OHL Priority Selection Draft is over six months away, 
but already we have observed several top prospects for this draft. 
Unlike some years where there is clear cut selection for the first 
overall pick of  the draft, the 1999 Ontario group of  players are 
going to make it a very tight race for the top pick.	  
Below is an observation of  multiple players who have been 
identified by our scouting service. It is in no way considered a 
ranking, instead it is just an early observation of  a few good 
prospects in different geographical areas.	  !
OTTAWA AREA	  
 	  
This looks to be another strong year in Ontario's northeast when it 
comes to OHL Draft Prospects. The Ottawa Valley Titans got off  
to a strong start at the 2014 Toronto Titans Early Bird 
Tournament. Cole Fraser is a hard player not to like unless you 
play for the opposing team. He's big and physical with a knack for 
delivering huge open ice hits. Opponents who take him on in one 
on one situations run the risk of  being crushed by the big physical 
defender. Forward Logan Buchanan showed some intriguing 
playmaking potential at this event and can create offense with his 
vision and puck skills. He's also a strong skater who will work hard 
on the forecheck. Ottawa 67's Nick McHugh showed good speed 
and scoring instincts to rack up some key goals for his team 
throughout the tournament and will be a player to watch as he 
develops this season. Forward Greg Meireles who is a 200 foot 
player who impressed both offensively and defensively. An all 
game situation forward who didn't put up the same point totals as 
some of  the other standouts in this tournament, but showed a 
great team game and the ability to contribute in all three zones for 
his team.	  
 	  
OMHA	  
 	  
The East Divison in the ETA will be a source of  some intriguing 
prospects, including at least one with Top 10 potential. Quinte 
Red Devils forward Brady Gilmour shows plenty of  offensive tools 
making intelligent, precision passing as well as possessing a well 
placed powerful shot that can beat goaltenders. He displayed 
strong leadership qualities in early viewings and is a contributor at 
both ends of  the ice. Shelby Rienstra is a good sized forward who 
has a knack for creating turnovers in transition and competes in all 
three zones. Aidan MacFarland has shown early indications of  a 
true power forward. He competes hard, finishes his checks and has 
a very powerful, accurate shot. Whitby Wildcats defenseman 
Joseph Franzin is a big, strong skating defenseman who shows 
good offensive upside. Peterborough Petes have a small, speedy 
and very skilled forward in Cedric Ralph. Despite a lack of  size, 
Ralph was very difficult to knock off  the puck and jumped out at 
us in early viewings for several scouts on our staff. He has excellent 
hands and is extremely difficult to contain. He is capable of  both 
completing difficult passes but has very good finishing ability. 
Defenseman Josh Wainman is in his second year of  Minor Midget 
and showed how ahead of  the curve he is with great poise from 
the back end and contributed at both ends of  the ice. Early on he 
has shown the potential to be among the top defenders out of  the 

ETA this season. Central Ontario Wolves got off  to a bit of  a slow 
start this year at the Titans Tournament, but one player, Jacob 
Durham stood out, even against top teams with his excellent 
speed, work ethic and puck skills. His strong skillset and 
willingness to play a gritty, hard working game has not gone 
unnoticed. York-Simcoe forward Luke Wyatt is a prototypical 
power forward who uses his size intelligently and will drive the net 
hard. He finishes his checks hard and is a tough player to play 
against. Liam Ham stood out on the York-Simcoe blueline 
displaying great poise and confidence with the puck. He moves the 
puck extremely well and was consistently a positive factor in his 
teams' success. Guelph Jr. Gryphons forward Austen Keating has 
impressed us with his intelligence and puck decisions. He shows 
great poise under pressure and a precision shot with power. Riley 

Daniels has 
impressed us in 
early viewings and 
has put forward 
some big 
performances. He 
has an excellent 
glove hand and 
outstanding 
reflexes. He's 
already made 
some highlight 
reel performances 
and looks to 
continue to the 
trend of  great 
goaltending 
coming out of  the 
Niagara North 
Stars program. 

Hamilton Jr. 
Bulldogs have a speedy skilled forward named Liam Stevens. 
Stevens impressed us with his excellent skating ability and puck 
control. He isn't shy when it comes to taking on defenders in one 
on one situations. Southern Tier Admirals have an early favourite 
for HP in Jack Phibbs. Jack is a high energy forward who never 
takes a shift off  and shows an excellent compete level. In addition 
to his work ethic he possesses offensive skill and smarts. He 
contributes in all three zones.	  

THE DRAFT NEWS
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GTHL	  
 	  
David Levin has been an offensive force for the Don Mills Flyers 
and has impressive high end offensive ability. He's a very flashy 
player with strong puck skills and is very capable of  finishing in 
the goal area. Fellow Don Mills forward Brett Neumann has not 
only contributed offensively with both passing and shooting skills, 
but he has come up clutch for his team in late game situations in 
big games. Noel Hoefenmayer has contributed well from the 
Flyers' blueline showing good two-way ability.  !
The Mississauga Rebels blueline showed a few flashes of  
intriguing potential including smooth puck rushing defenseman 
Jacob Golden who impressed us with his effortless skating ability. 
On the other end of  the spectrum is Noah Lugli who may not be 
as fluid in the skating department but is a huge physically defender 
who has already punished several forwards who have challenged 
him by going wide or battling along the wall.  !
The Toronto Marlboros always provide plenty of  OHL prospects, 
and this season is no different. Ryan McLeod is a game breaking 
forward with excellent skating ability and a devastating 
combination of  power and precision in his shot. CJ Clarke 
challenges defenders one on one and has the skating and puck 
skills to create offense for himself  and his team. Samuel Duchesne 
contributes at both ends with great competitiveness and 
physicality defensively along with smart offensive tools and the 
ability to read the play very effectively. Elijah Roberts has 
delivered some excellent checks and is built solid. Despite this he 
showed intriguing puck rushing ability and is fearless on the rush.  

!
Simon Boyko is an exciting player to watch for the Toronto Jr. 
Canadiens. He has lightning quick hands and great creativity with 
the puck. He can evade checkers and possesses breakaway speed. 
Owen Tippett is an offensive catalyst for the Toronto Red Wings. 
In his second year of  Minor Midget. He has excellent offensive 
instincts and can create offense for himself  and his linemates. The 
Toronto Titans have a very good minor midget program this 

season and have several talented prospects. In goal Brendan 
Bonnello has impressed early on with lightning quick reflexes and 
the exceptional ability to read and react to plays. Markus Phillips 
is a big, mobile defender who displays great confidence with the 
puck and can make things happen both with his puck rushing and 
puck distribution. Joseph Garreffa is small but exceptionally quick. 
He uses his speed at both ends and seems like he's everywhere at 
once. He is dangerous offensively and can beat defenders one on 
one. His high level hockey sense allows him to overcome his size.	  

 	  

ALLIANCE	  
 	  
Alliance area has provided us with several intriguing prospects for 
this coming season. For the London Jr. Knights Nicholas Suzuki 
combines strong skating ability and a lethal wrist shot to make him 
a threat every time he steps on the ice. Despite his size, Max 
Vinogradov has gamebreaking potential. He can change 
directions on a dime and is extremely difficult to contain. He is 
capable of  scoring goals in many different ways. Marcel Berube is 
as physical as they come. He plays with high intensity and adds 
intriguing offensive upside. Big defender Hayden Davis shows 
potential in all areas. He has size and is an effective skater. He hits 
hard and is tough down low but is also intelligent with the puck. 
Maliek Powell has an outstanding work ethic. He competes in all 
three zones and has explosive speed while lacking in the size 
department.  !
Michael DiPietro is a big athletic goaltender for the Sun County 
Panthers. He has great potential for this draft and his size, 
composure and excellent positional play make him one of  the top 
goaltenders available. Owen Lane is a hard working forward for 
the Kitchener Jr. Rangers with a devastating release on his shot. 
Shane Bulitka has been impressive for the Elgin-Middlesex Chiefs 
showing high end hockey IQ and the ability to compete in all 
game situations. He possesses the work ethic to succeed and the 
puck skills to be a consistent threat in the offensive zone.	  

THE DRAFT NEWS
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Yan Aucoin – LD – College Notre Dame Albatros 
(LHMAAAQ) 
Aucoin is young defenseman who, at only 15 years old, is 
physically and mentally ready to play at the major junior level. He 
has the potential to become a good two-way defenseman. He can 
be as effective in a shutdown role as he can playing on a first 
power play unit. He’s not the most physical player, even at his size, 
but he’s tough to beat in one-on-one confrontations.  !
Dereck Baribeau G Seminaire Saint-Francois Blizzard 
(LHMAAAQ) 
Baribeau is a very interesting prospect at his position. He has good 
size and moves well in front of  his net. Dereck’s compete level is 
very high, he battles until the end, no matter what the score is or 
in which position he is in. He is powerful but he needs to work on 
his stability. It’s a sure thing that the Blizzard will have two 
excellent goalies this year.   !
Shawn Boudrias F Collège Esther-Blondin Phénix 
(LHMAAAQ) 
Boudrias is a tall player with some good skills and who is able to 
protect the puck like a good power forward. He can dangle 
through opponents with his good hands, but generally keeps his 
game simple. Boudrias needs to work on his footspeed a little bit. 
If  he can be a little faster, his game would be a lot more effective. 
He also showed strong commitment to his play without the puck.  !
Shane Bowers C Halifax Macs (NSMMHL) 
Bowers possesses some of  the best hands in the country for his age 
group and with some recent gains in height, he is sure to continue 
producing.  With breathtaking vision at times, he can dominate an 
offensive zone and wear out opponents with puck possession, 
eventually finishing.  He will have to get stronger and faster over 
the season and show his willingness to get physical in order to 
progress. !
Tommy Cardinal RW Levis Commandeurs (LHMAAAQ) 
Cardinal is the kind of  player that coaches want on their team, 
that is, when he’s playing with discipline. He is strong on his skates 
and fast. He can also handle the puck at high speeds and has good 
puck protection skills. His wrist shot is above-average and he’s not 
afraid to shoot the puck on net. He loves to finish his checks and 
he has the size to level some opponents. His only problem is that 
sometimes he  takes a lot of  penalties…and they’re not good ones. !
Jocktan Chainey LD Trois-Rivieres Estacades 
(LHMAAAQ) 
After missing the entire training camp due to an injury, Chainey 
jumped into action three weeks ago. He didn’t get into game 
shape yet, but it’s just a matter of  time before he’ll be able to. He 
will bring some offense for the Estacades’ defensive squad. He 
already has a junior-level shot and he distributes the puck very 
well. He’s a risky player in his own end, but we are confident that 
he will improve this part of  his game with the help of  the 
Estacades’ coaching staff.  !
Maxime Comtois RW Chateauguay Grenadiers 
(LHMAAAQ) 
Comtois is one of  the province’s most promising forwards, with a 
great shot, a quick release, and the capability to finish with the 
best in the league. He knows where to go in the offensive zone to 
give himself  in scoring opportunities. Already this season, he has 

earned his coaches’ trust on the special teams, he’s playing the 
point on the power play and being a regular on the penalty kill 
unit. He has the potential to put a lot of  points on the board this 
season with the Grenadiers.  !
Louis-Filip Côté F Levis Commandeurs (LHMAAAQ) 
Côté is a really good player with good hands and an above-
average shot, but he is not at his best every game. Sometimes he 
seems a bit invisible and we don’t notice him for long stretches. 
His size is a plus for him, and the fact that he gets involved 
physically makes him an interesting prospect for the 2015 
QMJHL draft.   !
Ethan Crossman RW Notre Dame Hounds (SMHL) 
If  anybody can challenge Hoyt to be the top New Brunswick 
player taken in the 2015 QMJHL draft, it’s Ethan Crossman.  
Crossman will be heading west to play with the Notre Dame 
Hounds this season.  Crossman might be the most improved 
player during this offseason, as he’s definitely improved his 
physical game and was an elite scorer in Bantam AAA last season 
with the Moncton Hawks.  Ethan has very good hands and has 
the ability to beat goaltenders with a very accurate shot. Crossman 
will look to continue to get stronger and improve his defensive 
zone coverage, avoiding chasing the puck at times and getting out 
of  position. Crossman could also make the jump to the QMJHL 
next season, should he choose to go that route. !
Adam Dawe LW Notre Dame Hounds (SMHL) 
After an impressive underage Major Midget year with the 
Newfoundland Central Ice Pak, Dawe has moved his game out 
west to play for Notre Dame.  In several viewings last year, it was 
plain to see that Dawe has elite skills and skating which catapulted 
his successes.  Look for Dawe to have an impressive season and 
challenge for the top stop on the Draft board if  he continues to 
develop at this pace. !
Alex D’Orio G Magog Cantonniers (LHMAAAQ) 
D’Orio, who catches the puck with his right hand, already has an 
imposing frame for a 15 year old goaltender, listed at 6’1” 189lbs. 
Very calm in his crease, his focus makes him an elite goaltender. 
He covers a lot of  space in front of  his net and is able to make the 
big save in important moments of  a game. He will need to 
improve his play with the puck around his net. If  he continues to 
progress this season, he should be one of  the goaltenders for Team 
Quebec at the Canada games.       !
Jeffrey Durocher F St-Eustache Vikings (LHMAAAQ) 
Durocher is not the flashiest player, but he is effective. His hands 
are good enough to beat some defenders, but that’s not his best 
asset. Durocher is a very hard worker and knows how to get 
defensemen in trouble when he is on forecheck. He’s always in 
their face, he hits and works until his team gains possession of  the 
puck. On the penalty kill, has a good active stick, blocking passing 
lanes for the opposing team. !
Walter Flower RD South Shore Mustangs (NSMMHL) 
Flower was a great part of  his Bantam teams' successes last year. 
He is a solid 2-way defenseman who has a great first pass. He 
catches your eye with every viewing.  Unfortunately he has an 
injury now that will keep him off  the ice until sometime in 
October, but he is one to watch when he returns. !
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Derek Gentile C Rothesay Netherwood School (CAHS) 
Gentile was the cornerstone of  his Bantam team’s success last year 
and this season, he has taken up residence at Rothesay 
Netherwood Prep in New Brunswick. Gentile has a very high 
hockey IQ and can process speedily, often several steps ahead of  
the competition at all times.  He will need to prove to people he 
can play against older and stronger players in order to get 
complete respect going forward. !
Peyton Hoyt RW Fredericton Canadiens (NBPEIMMHL) 
Peyton Hoyt is currently the top prospect from New Brunswick.  
Hoyt spent last season playing as an underage forward in Major 
Midget with the Fredericton AAA Canadiens. Hoyt’s best attribute 
is his keen hockey sense and his ability to find an open man with a 
tape-to-tape pass. Peyton also has a very accurate shot and can 
play along the half  boards on his team’s powerplay.  Hoyt will look 
to improve his physical game this season in order to better prepare 
himself  for the QMJHL level.  !
Alexander Krief   LD Lac St-Louis Lions (LHMAAAQ)  
Krief  is one of  the most interesting prospects from the province of  
Quebec due to his athleticism and size. Already over 6’3”, he 
moves extremely well on the ice for his size and is capable of  
producing in the offensive zone. With that size and mobility, it will 
be interesting to see him perform and progress this season with the 
Lions.   
Keenan MacIssac LD Rothesay Netherwood School 
(CAHS) 
MacIssac has taken the Prep school path for this season instead of  
playing for his Midget team the Dartmouth Newbridge 
Gladiators.  A reasonably good-sized defender and a solid skater, 
MacIssac loves to skate up the ice from the back with the puck.  It 
will be interesting to watch him this year to see if  other parts of  
his game emerge now that he is playing against high end talent. !
Antoine Morand C Chateauguay Grenadiers (LHMAAAQ) 
Morand brings a lot of  speed to the table and has an excellent, 
quick shot. Not overly big right now, but does work hard along the 
boards, giving a good effort at both ends of  the ice. With his 
midget team, he plays on an all-‘99-born line, and so far they have 
done very well, getting a lot of  ice time on a very young 
Châteauguay team. He has developed nice chemistry with 
Maxime Comtois and both players read each other well.  
  
James Orr LD Lac St-Louis Lions (LHMAAAQ) 
Orr is a player who possesses elite skating ability from the back 
end. He covers a lot of  space on the ice and is not afraid to rush 
the puck in the offensive zone, often acting like a 4th forward.  
After playing last year with the Lac St-Louis Prédateurs in the 
Quebec Bantam AAA league, Orr should be an impact player for 
the Lions and for Team Quebec at the 2015 Canada Winter 
Games. !
Anthony Poulin C Levis Commandeurs (LHMAAAQ) 
Small center who is really dynamic on the ice. He is strong on his 
skates and has a good jump. He has a lot of  offensive tools and he 
uses them a lot. He has speed, quick hands, a quick and accurate 
shot and he competes hard. He has an elite offensive instinct, and 
that’s why he is playing on the first power play unit on a team with 
a lot of  veteran players and talent. Even if  he is tagged like an 
offensive player, he works hard defensively and he wants to win. 

!
Joel Teasdale C Antoine Girouard Gaulois (LHMAAAQ) 
Teasdale is a good two-way center. He knows where to be on both 
ends of  the ice. Defensively, he reads the game well and he creates 
a lot of  takeaways for his team. He brings a lot of  speed for his 
team, and he has the ability to keep his feet moving when he 
shoots and to burn the defenseman. He’s as good as a scorer as he 
is a playmaker, and it will be interesting to see how he will develop 
this year. !
Denis Toner - LD Fredericton Canadiens (NBPEIMMHL) 
Denis Toner is the top New Brunswick defenseman among this 
year’s crop of  1999 born players.  Last season, Toner did play a 
couple of  games in Major Midget with the Fredericton AAA 
Canadians as an affiliated player, but spent the majority of  his 
season with the Northwest Red Bulls Bantam AAA program.  
Toner can move the puck up ice in a hurry, using either an 
accurate pass or his skating ability to move through the neutral 
zone.  Toner plays a very sound, defensive game and takes care of  
his own zone.  Denis needs to do less stick work when exiting his 
zone where, at times, he would turn the puck over. !
Alex Olivier Voyer C Magog Cantonniers (LHMAAAQ) 
Voyer is a power forward with a good size. He likes to get involved 
physically on a regular basis in all three zones. He brings energy 
every shift he’s on the ice. He currently adapting to playing at the 
midget AAA level and already has an important role with his 
midget team, as he’s often on the first power play unit. In the 
summer U-16 Team Quebec camp, he was one of  the most 
consistent players throughout.  !
Avery Warner C Cape Breton West (NSMMHL)  
Possibly overlooked by some, Cape Breton West prospect Warner 
has been building an attack game for years that relies on a high 
degree of  desire and work ethic to be successful. Standing strong 
on his skates, he has already proven to be a game-changer in the 
NSMMHL and it will be interesting to see how his game develops 
against bigger and stronger opponents. !
Matt Welsh G Halifax Macs (NSMMHL) 
Welsh brings all the technical tools to the Goaltending position 
that you expect from a top-end prospect. A decent size and speed, 
coupled with a little bit of  athleticism when needed brings a great 
mix of  talent in one package.  We will be watching closely to see if  
he can be the one to help his team repeat as Atlantic Champions. !
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Daniel Sprong RW 
Charlottetown  
Drafted by the Islanders in the first round, 
13th overall in the 2013 QMJHL Draft, 
some would say that Daniel Sprong is one 
of  the top players drafted that year.  An 
amazing 16 year old season with 30 goals 
and 38 assists is the perfect stepping stone 
for Sprong’s sophomore campaign to show 
that his amazing skill, speed and finish are 
worthy of  first round consideration in this 
year’s NHL Draft. 

Nathan Noel C Saint-John   
Noel’s game has always centred on his 
speed; he is first to the puck and leaves the 
competition behind.  A product of  the 
successful Shattuck St. Mary’s Prep team, 
he continued this through his first year with 
the Sea Dogs and will be given every 
opportunity this season to prove he is ready 
to make a commitment to the next level.  

Timo Meier RW Halifax  
A strong forward, Meier will use this season 
to show he has improved his skating and 
decision-speed to be looked at closely for 
this year’s draft.  He already has a well-
established defensive game and is great 
along the wall, and this year he will look to 
get more opportunities on the ice to take 
pucks to the net. 

Nicolas Roy C Chicoutimi   
The former 1st overall pick from the 2013 
QMJHL Draft is a player who is highly 
effective in all three zones, who is versatile 
enough to play at center or on the wing. 
Roy brings a complete game to the table, 
and combined with his 6’4’’ frame, he will 
be one of  the most sought-after players in 
the QMJHL this season. His hockey sense is 
his best attribute, as he is always at the right 
place on the ice, with or without the puck.  

 Jeremy Roy D Sherbrooke  
The Sherbrooke defender logged a ton of  
ice time last season as a 16 year old rookie 
defenseman, playing in all situations of  the 
game with the Phoenix. He excels on the 
power play and has a great first pass out of  
his zone, and he’s not shy when it comes to 
rushing the puck end-to-end, thanks to his 
great skating ability. Sherbrooke should be a 
hot spot for the scouting community this 
year.  

Evgeny Svechnikov  RW 
Cape-Breton 
Cape-Breton took on chance on the big 
Russian winger in the 2013 import draft 
selecting Svechnikov 63rd overall and the 
gamble has already paid off  earlier in this 
QMJHL season. The late 96 born forward 
who played for Ak Bars Kazan in the MHL 

last year, he’s big and strong and can score 
with the best of  them.  

Jakub Zboril D Saint-John 
Saint-John select Zboril with the 5th pick in 
the 2014 CHL import draft. The 97 born 
Czech defensemen played last year as an 
under-ager at the 2014 U-18 hockey 
championship and was a top performer at 
the recent Ivan Hlinka tournament in 
August scoring 4 goals in 5 games.     

Dennis Yan LW Shawinigan  
Yan who played last year with the US 
NTDP U-17 made the jump to the CHL 
this season after being selected by 
Shawinigan 8th overall in the 2014 CHL 
import draft. Shawinigan is a rebuilding 
mode and has a lot of  good young players 
and Yan should fit there well. He should 
make an immediate impact to the QMJHL 
with size and shot, in August had a strong 
Ivan Hlinka camp with 8 points in 5 games 
for team USA.     

Kay Schweri RW 
Sherbrooke 
Schweri was selected 35th overall by 
Sherbrooke in the recent import draft. Not 
overly big but the late 96 born swiss plays 
hard and has a great vision. A great passer 
and makes players around him better.   
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Nicolas Meloche D Baie-
Comeau 
Meloche is a kid who we at 
HockeyProspect.com were high on during 
his QMJHL draft year and he showed us 
why last year, with a strong rookie season 
with Baie-Comeau.  He brings a powerful 
shot from the point and can produce on the 
power play.  He made Team Canada at the 
recent Ivan Hlinka tournament and should 
build on this coming into this season.  To 
continue to perform at the highest level, we 
would like to see him continue to improve 
his footwork, as it remains the biggest 
weakness in his game at the moment. 

Guillaume Brisebois D 
Acadie-Bathurst 
Brisebois is a really underrated defenseman 
out of  the QMJHL playing in a small-
market team in Acadie-Bathurst. 
Intelligence is the name of  Brisebois’ game. 
He makes smart plays with the puck and 
doesn’t get into trouble by trying too much. 
There’s some offensive upside in his game 
that he shows on occasion, and while he still 
needs to add mass to his frame, he possesses 

quick feet and has an above-average 
mobility. 

Anthony Beauvillier C 
Shawinigan 
Beauvillier, who was the 2nd overall pick in 
the 2013 QMJHL Draft, is a quick forward 
who can play with some jam. A high-end 
scorer in midget, Beauvillier didn’t produce 
as expected offensively in his first season 
with Shawinigan, but he’s a smart player 
who will find a way to contribute for his 
team, even if  he’s not scoring. He’s still a 
shoot-first type of  player, and loves to score 
goals. 

Alexandre Carrier D 
Gatineau 
Carrier is a defenseman who has already 
represented Canada twice at the U-18 level 
last season, as the late ’96-born defenseman 
got to play at the 2013 Ivan Hlinka 
tournament and the U-18 World 
Championships in April. With Gatineau, 
he’s used in every facet of  the game and was 
matched up against the opposing team’s top 
lines and players.  Carrier plays a mistake-
free game, but can be overmatched versus 

bigger and stronger forwards in his zone.  In 
only his second season with Gatineau, 
Carrier was already wearing a letter last 
year.    

Cam Askew RW Moncton 
Askew came into the QMJHL with a lot of  
hype after being the 11th overall pick in 
2013 QMJHL Draft. His 2013-2014 season 
didn’t go as anticipated and he was traded 
from Drummondville to Moncton in the 
offseason. Askew already has great size and 
a great shot; he will need to bring more 
consistency to his game. It should be 
interesting to watch him perform this year 
in Moncton.   

Callum Booth G Quebec 
The Montreal native is a solid goaltending 
prospect who has a big year ahead of  him, 
as not only is he in his draft year, but his 
junior team, the Quebec Remparts, are 
hosting the Memorial Cup and there is a 
good chance that Booth will be their 
number one goaltender this season. Booth 
already has great size, covers a lot of  space 
in front of  his net and does a good job 
controlling his rebounds.  
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THE DRAFT NEWS
2015 NHL DRAFT PRE-SEASON TOP 30

Connor McDavid will try to go wire to wire on ranking lists leading up the the 2015 NHL Draft in Florida in June. Behind McDavid 
are several other top players including U.S born players Jack Eichel and Noah Hanifin, who will both be playing in the NCAA this 
season.  !
Pavel Zacha had a great start with a strong pre-season after just an average performance when we saw him last in Finland at the U18 
Championship. We saw Kyle Connor this summer in Lake Placid and more recently at the USHL Fall Classic. Connor remains a 
player way up our rankings list. After just an average performance at the Ivan Hlinka tournament, our Euro scouts have sent in some 
very good early reports on Oliver Kylington. We have been big fans of  Lawson Crouse going back to his OHL Draft season. He 
was great at the Ivan Hlinka and sits high in our pre-season list. We really like what Travis Konecny brings to a team. He will be 
interesting to watch this season. He’s a very talented player who lacks in the size department, this always makes for interesting debates 
when it comes to draft rankings. Matthew Barzal has the pure talent to move into our top 5 rankings, but he needs to start getting 
more out of  his talent more often. He had a poor showing at Team Canada camp leading up to the Hlinka. While he was better once 
the tourney started, in our opinion he still had moments in which his effort level was not that of  a top 5 NHL Draft pick. !
In the middle area of  the first round we have U.S born players Thomas Novak who we ranked back in May and Brock Boeser who 
along with Novak, impressed at the Ivan Hlinka in August. Jordan Greenway is a truck on skates, who we just want to show a little bit 
more consistency. We really like Nicolas Roy and like Greenway, just want him to ‘bring it’ with a bit more consistency. Yevgeni 
Svechnikov has a ton of  talent and will have a chance to shoot up rankings playing in the QMJHL this season. Matt Spencer played 
his way into the top pairing at the Hlinka. !
Moving towards the end of  our top 30 there is still plenty of  talent. We really like Nick Merkley’s game and he had a strong showing 
at the Hlinka. Mitchell Stevens played well in August and some scouts might make a few extra visits to Saginaw this season. It was a 
difficult task picking the last few players in our top 30. We expect it could prove to be a pretty fluid list, with so many talented players in 
the mix to be selected in the first round in this years NHL Draft.
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HOCKEY PROSPECTS 
SHOW ON NHL 
NETWORK RADIO 
Once again this season HockeyProspect.com will play a large 
role in the weekly two-hour Hockey Prospects show on Sirius 
NHL Radio.  !
Now entering his fourth season, HP’s Director of  Scouting, 
Mark Edwards will once again be a regular guest analyst on 
the long running show.  Mark joins show hosts Shane Malloy 
and Russ Cohen to give updated scouting reports on both 
drafted and draft eligible players.  !
Along with Mark, numerous HockeyProspect.com scouts 
from around various geographic regions, have been guests on 
the show to give incite into prospects in their local leagues. 
Our staff  update fans on the status of  prospects in their 
favourite teams system as well as give scouting reports on 
current draft eligible prospects for the 2015 NHL Draft. !
The show is aired live each weekend (Times TBA) and we 
also post many of  the shows interviews on our website as 
archived material. 

NHL DRAFT 
BLACK BOOK 
Our 2014 NHL Draft Black 
Book was our best selling draft 
publication yet. With over two 
weeks still remaining leading 
up until draft day, the 2014 
editions sales numbers had 
already exceeded the 2013 
edition. Thanks to all who 
helped support us with their 
purchase of  the book.  !
Once again this year we will 
produce yet another edition of  
the Black Book and we hope 
to make it the best one yet. We 
spent the summer spending 
many hours adding some new 
scouts to our staff  and this will 
only add to the quality of  our 
2015 edition of  the Black 
Book.  !
Our 2015 edition will be 
available in early June and it is 
included in our Gold, 
Platinum and Team Packages 
located on our subscriptions 
page on our website.

TEAM 
CONTRACTS 
Much like our 2014 Black 
Book exceeded previous 
sales numbers, we also had 
more teams sign up for our 
private team services this 
summer. In July we created 
an easy enquiry form on our 
website which allows teams 
to submit information to 
help us provide an initial 
quote for our services. !
Our team packages vary 
depending on which draft 
teams are most interested in. 
All our team services 
include the option to have 
us sign a non-disclosure 
agreement. The non-
disclosure agreements we 
sign simply preclude us from 
sharing the identity of  teams 
who are using our private 
team services.  !
All our team services 
include monthly mailings 
with prospect profiles, game 
reports and expanding 
rankings as the season 
progresses.  !
“All our team 
services include 
the option to 
have us sign a 
non-disclosure 
agreement” 
!
Our clients enjoy having a 
reliable independent source 
provide extra prospect 
ranking lists and reports. We 
don’t try to replace team 
scouts, we simply provide an 
extra layer of  coverage in 
several geographic areas at 
an affordable price point.
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