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February 25, 2016 

 

The Honorable Tim Walberg 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2436 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Representative Walberg: 

 

 On behalf of the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), the nation’s leading 

small business advocacy organization, I am writing to express our strong support for H.R. 4612, the 

Midnight Rule Relief Act. This legislation would put into place strong protections to prevent an 

onslaught of late-term regulations issued by a president and would provide small businesses relief 

from burdensome regulations. 

 

 Small businesses are disproportionately affected by federal regulation and grossly 

underrepresented in the regulatory process. According to NFIB’s most recent Small Business 

Economic Trends survey, “government requirements and red tape” was the number two answer when 

NFIB members were asked to identify the single biggest problem facing their business. 

 

 Recent administrations of both political parties have rapidly accelerated regulatory 

production in the final months of their time in office. These rules have become widely known as 

midnight regulations. Midnight regulations are frequently rushed through the rulemaking process to 

ensure they are promulgated before the end of an administration – often without the benefit of 

thorough economic analysis. 

 

 The Midnight Rule Relief Act would place a moratorium on major midnight regulations – 

rules issued in the period of time between Election Day and a new administration’s inauguration day. 

This important legislation would prevent regulations that have not been properly analyzed and open 

for public vetting. NFIB believes it is critical the regulatory process not be bypassed in order to issue 

rules in the waning days of an administration’s term. Uncertainty is one of the top concerns of small 

business owners – last minute rules by an outgoing administration could present a regulatory 

nightmare. 

 

 NFIB applauds you for addressing this important small business issue and for taking action to 

advance this important reform. We look forward to working with you to protect small business as the 

114th Congress moves forward. 

  

Sincerely,  

 
Amanda Austin 

Vice President 

Public Policy 


