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Professional Profile 
 

 

Named by the Arizona Capitol Times as one of its Leaders of the Year in Public Policy, 
Farrell Quinlan is Arizona state director for the National Federation of Independent 
Business, America’s largest and leading small-business association. 
 
As state director, he runs the lobbying, political and educational operations for NFIB in 
Arizona, which includes the constant reminder to policymakers that small businesses are 
not smaller versions of big businesses, but instead have different difficulties in remaining 
solvent.  
 
In this last session of the Legislature, Quinlan helped design and lobby for passage of 
landmark legislation making Arizona the first state in the nation to require its inspectors 
and auditors to offer small-business owners an opportunity to correct a rule violation 
before issuing any citation or fine.  
 
Prior to joining NFIB in 2009, he led public policy campaigns for the Arizona Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry for 10 years, serving as its spokesman and vice president, and 
then in 2007, launched his own firm, In the Arena Public Affairs. His firm’s clients included 
the Arizona Contractors Association, Arizona Employers for Immigration Reform, Arizona 
Landscape Contractors Association, Arizona Mortgage Lenders Association, Drugs Don’t 
Work in Arizona! and the West Valley Chambers of Commerce Alliance. 
 
Born and raised in Vermont, after earning his degree in political communication from The 
George Washington University in 1989, Quinlan worked on Capitol Hill before moving to 
Arizona in 1994.  
 
He and his wife, Heidi, a therapist, make their home in Chandler with their corgi dogs, 
Calvin, Teddy and Winston. His community involvement includes serving on the City of 
Chandler Economic Development Advisory Board and on the leadership council of The 
Wellness Community-Arizona, which provides a full range of support programs for people 
with cancer.  
 
He also served on the Arizona State Quarter Commission, which was responsible for the 
design and public launch of the U.S. Mint’s Arizona commemorative quarter-dollar coin. 


